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Fr. Bejoy D’CRUZE new Bishop of Khulna, Bangladesh

Vatican City – February 19th. The Holy See
announced the appointment of Fr. Bejoy
D’Cruze, OMI as the new Bishop of Khulna,
Bangladesh. He succeeds Bishop Michael A.
D’Rozario, CSC, who has been Bishop of Khulna
since 1970. Situated in southwest Bangladesh,
the diocese covers an area of 28,236 sq km and
has a total population of 14,717,000. The
Catholics number 26,289. Christians in
Bangladesh make up about 1% of the population.

Bishop-elect D’Cruze was born in Dhaka
February 9, 1956. He made his first vows in 1983
at the Bandarawela novitiate in Sri Lanka. He
was ordained a priest in 1987, a year after his
perpetual profession. After several years of
pastoral ministry, he joined the formation team
at the Bangladesh scholasticate in 1995 and
became its superior in 2000. The following year
he was appointed Superior of the Oblate

Delegation in Bangladesh, a post he held when
called to the episcopacy. He holds a licentiate
and doctorate in dogmatic theology from the
Gregorian University in Rome. His doctoral
thesis is entitled: Prophethood in the Bible and
the Qur’an with special reference to Jesus and
Muhammad. (cf. OMI Info, 383/Oct. 1999.) He
has been a professor at the major seminary in
Dhaka since 1999.

Fr. Bejoy, as his friends know him, becomes the
third bishop of Khulna, a diocese that traces its
first Christian roots back to a Jesuit presence in
1600. The Diocese of Khulna was canonically
erected on Jan. 3, 1952 as the Diocese of Jessore,
with parts taken from the Archdiocese of Calcutta
and the Diocese of Krishnagar, both in India. In
1956 the Episcopal See was transferred from
Jessore to the larger city of Khulna and since then
this has been called the Diocese of Khulna.

Asia-Oceania

SRI LANKA
Children helping children
Matilda Ranjani lived in a Colombo slum at Mattakkuliya. On December 26th she had gone to the
sea with some of her cousins. Like many other thousands of children she became a victim of the
massive tsunami waves that swept the eastern and southern coasts of this island country. Her body
was found under a bus. She was fifteen years old.

A longstanding member of the La-Kri-Vi children’s movement, her friends in the movement, though
shocked and saddened by her death, felt that they had a responsibility to the thousands of children
who had survived the loss of their homes, their belongings, their parents, and were left with only the
clothes they were wearing.

The leaders of the movement met with Fr. Joseph COORAY, the national chaplain of this movement
that had just celebrated its golden jubilee. They decided to do something to help children in the
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refugee camps. Since early January they have
been visiting the camps every weekend to
promote the mental and spiritual welfare of
children affected by this disaster.

The programmes consist of drama, songs, sports,
role-play, story-telling, films, drawings and group
dynamics. Not only the children, but also older
people gathered for these programmes. They
were not only a time of recreation but also a
moment of hope. They helped the refugeees to
reawaken, unite and to dream of new
possibilities.

At times there was opposition by the Buddhist
monks because of the Christian colour of the La-
Kri-Vi movement, but when they saw the nature
of the programme they themselves encouraged
the group to continue with this good deed. It
should be noted that many camps were situated
at Buddhist temples. Hence, “this initiative, says
Fr. Cooray, was a moment of dialogue and
encounter between Buddhism and Christianity
in an island where Buddhist animosity is growing
day by day leading even to the burning of
churches.”

The La-Kri-Vi is a movement for children aged
5 to 15 years of age. It was founded by Fr. Felix
MEVEL more than 50 years ago. It is an official
apostolate of the Colombo Province and
recognized by the Sri Lanka Bishop’s
Conference. The policy of the movement is to
cut across all religious, ethnic and social barriers.
Children conduct weekly meetings with the help
of lay animators. There are 200 of them, all
volunteers. The movement has some 20,000
members. La Kri-Vi is an acronym for “Child
Heros Movement.” (Adapted from an article by
Fr. Joseph Cooray, OMI)

INDIA – Tsunami
OMI medical team helps victims
The General Administration has responded to a
request from Fr. Arul Raj, OMI for medical
personnel to run a mobile clinic for the people
displaced by the tsunami in the Nagapattinam and
Kanyakumari districts in Tamil Nadu, by sending
three qualified Oblates from the Philippines: Bro.

Noel GARCIA, (doctor), Fr. Larry DE GUIA
(doctor) and Fr. Hilario ASILO (nurse). Bro.
Garcia sends the following report.

“Ulzavar Nagar” a peaceful fishing village which
means “rich agriculture”, is located along the
coastal area of Nagapattinam, in Tamilnadu,
India. It is one of the villages most affected by
the tsunami in the region of South East Asia.

The first wave, as survivors narrated, was bigger
than normal. It occurred the morning of
December 26, 2004 at ten o’clock. The water
receded a few meters away from the shoreline,
which was a non-familiar occurrence. Out of
curiosity, the people came out of their houses.
The second wave came, though much smaller but
the water further receded about a kilometer or
two from the shoreline.  People became more
curious because it was a very rare to see the water
recede that much and then suddenly the tsunami,
30 meters high and colored black came
rampaging towards them. All fled for their lives.

The tsunami that hit Ulzavar Nagar and 72 other
villages claimed more than 14,000 lives with
hundreds still missing, displaced 230,000
individuals, destroyed 38,000 houses, building,
bridges, and fishing boats in Nagapattinam alone.

The three of us were invited to run the mobile
clinic. I was the first to arrive in Chennai then
proceeded to Nagapattinam, 320 kilometers from
Chennai. I visited the different villages affected
by the tsunami. I passed by several boats, carried
more than 500 meters away from the shore by
the waters, on the streets and lodged between
buildings, some beyond repair, some still being
towed back to the sea with difficulty. Houses were
demolished and even concrete ones did not stand
against the rampaging tsunami. Some people
have returned and remain inside what seemed to
be their houses. […] Noticeable in the area are
small tombstones containing pictures of their
dead loved ones and a lighted lamp. Relatives
grieve in front of the tombstone. But most
villagers have stayed in camps where they are in
temporary shelters made of aluminum sheets.
They do not want to go back to fishing; the sea
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which was once a source of life and friend is now
for them death and their enemy. They are afraid
to go back.

The Oblates, the DMI sisters and the MMI’s
compose the medical team with two staff nurses
from the local St. Joseph’s Hospital. The team is
going around the different camps and seeing
about 80 to 100 patients per visit. Most complain
of body pains, headaches, lack of sleep, lack of
appetite, respiratory infections, and skin diseases.
Symptoms of underlying depression, poor quality
of living conditions including hygiene. We try to
respond symptomatically but always keeping in
mind a holistic approach to immediate medical
conditions. This combines medicine, psycho-
therapy, education and entertainment. A long-
range plan is also in the offing for the
rehabilitation of the place and the people. Such
plans include accessible medical facilities and
alternative vocational courses for those who will
not go back to fishing.

Rehabilitation will take some time, years
probably. Our healing presence amidst the people
in their times of sorrow, depression, sickness and
at the same time in their moments of thanksgiving
for a new lease on life gives them a ray of hope
in the future.

KOREA
From the streets to the university
There was great rejoicing at Anna’s House in
Seoul. So Tong Hy, now 20 years old, passed the
entrance exams and began university studies on
March 1st. This homeless youth has been a regular
at the youth center that is part of the services
provided by Anna’s House, a center for homeless
people in Seoul. “From the streets to the
university is a very big step,” says Fr. Vincenzo
BORDO, the founder and director of the center.
“It is encouraging for all the volunteers who
worked and sacrificed for him. It also gives hope
to the other 15 young people who are at the
center.”

The programme of the youth center at Anna’s
House has three stages explains Fr. Vincenzo.
“The first is the ‘Welcoming stage.’ When these
young people come to us they are very suspicious

and ‘wild’. We try to welcome them and make
them comfortable with themselves and with
others. The second step is called ‘Becoming
friends.’ In this stage the 20 volunteers and two
fulltime employees run a programme to help the
young people recover their lives. The programme
includes counselling, formation, study, work and
sports. When they are ready, after a few months
– or sometimes years – they are sent on to the
third stage, ‘Being a responsible adult.’ Living
together as a family, the younger go to school
while the older youth begin work. They have to
prepare for their own future life.”

Established in 1998 to serve the unemployed and
homeless, Anna’s House has seen the number of
daily friends rise from 350 to 450. They come
not just for food, but also for counselling, cloths,
medical care…. Fortunately, says Fr. Vincenzo,
the number of volunteers has increased, as well
as the number of those who support the center
with their contributions. Notable among these are
the Vice-mayor of Seoul and the Ambassador of
Italy to Korea who recently visited the center.

The most recent arrival at Anna’s House is
Sabina, a beautiful baby girl. A homeless woman
gave birth to the child. Since she can’t care for
the baby the mother has entrusted her to Father
Vincenzo, who has now become a real ‘father’.
Vincenzo notes that “Sabina is growing very well
and she becomes more beautiful every day.” (For
more information: OMI Info Nos. 406-407, Nov.
& Dec. 2001)

Canada–United States

Notre-Dame-du-Cap
The “Apostolate” for a dollar!
It is undoubtedly with a little nostalgia that the
newsletter of the N.D.-du-Cap Province “Info
OMI” carried this bit of history:

“Before the age of computers, the Oblate brothers
(except for the editing) created the Apostolat
magazine each month, printing it at Richelieu and
keeping up to date the list of  85,000 subscribers’
addresses. For a dollar per year the subscribers
received 11 editions! The post-office employees
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saw the arriving packages of magazines as a heap
of “blocks” to handle! Brothers Roland SAINTE-
CROIX, Alphonse NADEAU, Bernard DURAND
and Gilles LEMIRE, to name only a few, recruited
the subscriptions as well as the “subscription
girls”. In spite of the change of technique,
personnel and the number of editions, the review,
founded by Fr. Henri ROY, has carried on for 75
years.”

The Arctic
Little things in the Far North
Fr. Martin MORAN has been a missionary in the
Arctic for two years. Before coming to the Arctic
last year he was told that he would really enjoy
his first year, as everything would be new, an
adventure almost. They kindly warned him that
it might not be the same on his return the second
year. However that was not the case at all. When
he returned it was even better than the first year
as he knew what lay in store, at least in general
terms.

“I feel I have settled back in again – he says –
and I am getting on with the work at hand.
Although the weather is still a major feature, here
it does not dominate the normal everyday work
barring blizzards of course during which
everything closes down. I now have a different
attitude towards the weather. Last year I would
get annoyed if travel plans or meetings were
disrupted by the weather. Now I shrug my
shoulders and say: it will happen when it
happens…. This stoicism however takes a little
practice.

“It is the small things that one notices because,
after a while, you “stop” seeing the snow and the

carcasses outside people’s homes. Let me give
you an example. It happened when visiting
people at home. Coming from Ireland I take
certain expressions of hospitality for granted. In
Ireland you are asked several times if you would
like a cup of tea, you refuse once, twice and
accept. In England you refuse once and you are
not asked again…. So, on one of my first visits
to a house to visit a couple of elders, I noticed
that they were drinking tea and that there was a
large glass jug of tea on the stove top. So there I
am chatting away and watching them drinking
their tea and at the same time wondering when I
would be offered some tea. After a while my
healthy Irish paranoia kicks in. Why am I not
being offered a cup of tea? Don’t they like me?
Have I said something offensive? What’s going
on here?  But they seemed to be ok and after a
time I left them and they smiled kindly as I was
putting on my outerwear. I said my farewells,
smiled and departed but still wondered about the
tea, or lack of, as the case may be.

“It was only after visiting a younger couple and
the same thing was about to happen, full teapot,
etc.; however on this occasion my host realized
something was afoot and told me that if you enter
an Inuk house and there is tea on the stove, you
help yourself. It has nothing to do with
inhospitality but it is just the way things are done
here. I have discovered that it is in these small
experiences that I learn much about my Inuk
neighbours and their ways. I was, naturally
enough, visiting with my own history and
expectations and had to learn another way of
showing hospitality.” (Extract from My Brother and
I, December 2004)

Europe

Aix-en-Provence
Oblates in police custody
It is a long journey by rail from Aix-en-Provence
near the southeastern corner of France to Lourdes
in the southwest. Four hours to Toulouse and then
change trains to take the local line heading south
west to Irun and passing through Tarbes and

Lourdes on the way. Irun is on the Spanish border
and the line is frequented by migrants, legal and
illegal, passing from one country to the other.

The members of the English language “De
Mazenod Experience” were making their
pilgrimage, setting out on the morning of
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February 16 from Marseilles. They arrived
punctually in Toulouse and there they changed
trains to continue the journey, a further one and
a half hours to the shrine of Our Lady. The train
was not crowded and so they scattered
themselves over the length of a carriage to relax
and make up for sleep lost in the early morning.

Nobody noticed the plainclothes policewoman
who entered the same carriage and took her
window seat close to the rear. What may have
crossed her mind we shall probably never know
but here she was in the midst of a very mixed
group of men obviously from a wide variety of
countries and coloured accordingly and speaking
with a variety of English accents. They were not
dressed as clerics. Could she have thought that
she had happened on a gang of person traffickers?
Could she have thought that there was hope for
promotion by bringing the leaders to justice?

As the train sped on into the snowy blizzard that
filled the Garrone valley on the February
afternoon, her mobile phone came to life.

As if from nowhere, four able bodied plainclothes
policemen appeared to check identity documents.
Unfortunately, some of the group had left their
documents safely locked in their rooms in Aix-
en-Provence, but that was now more than three
hundred miles to the east and getting farther by
the minute. Various solutions were brought
forward and suggested but at each suggestion the
policemen made eye contact with their lady
colleague in the rear of the carriage. She was
obviously the one in charge and was in no mood
for compromise. We would all have to get off at
Tarbes station and have the situation checked out.

Get off we did and were unceremoniously loaded
with our luggage into a “paddy wagon” to be
transported to the police station on the other side
of town.  We were escorted to the third floor and
there in an attic office a computer printer was
inveigled to spew out written evidence that, in
fact, visas had been issued in Lesotho, Australia,
Sri Lanka, Philippines, South Africa or elsewhere
for a ninety day presence in France, giving a date
of issue and expiry of each one. One or other

name gave some spelling problems but that too
was eventually ironed out. “Big Brother”, proved
to be extremely efficient and, at least on this
occasion, helpful.

We were now taken in a fleet of unmarked police
cars back to the railway station to continue our
journey to Lourdes where the warm reception of
our Oblate brothers did much more than smooth
whatever feathers may have been ruffled by the
event.

An experience within the De Mazenod
Experience”! No doubt there are many lessons
to be learned and conclusions to be drawn. Did
we meditate on the anguish Eugene de Mazenod
who had been deprived of his passport by his
own government and even threatened with
deportation?

Perhaps the principle practical lesson is never to
travel in Europe without your identity documents.
Perhaps too it must be said than even among the
extremely efficient executive limbs of the law in
a country which prides itself on its secularity,
there is a great respect for genuine pilgrims to
the shrine of our Lady and a deep innate sympathy
for the suffering person of the man who is known
as John Paul II.

We prayed for our captors in Lourdes and we
even prayed that the police lady might get her
promotion by some other way. (Aix, Edward
Carolan, OMI)

SPAIN
A comic book about Saint Eugene
December 3 we will celebrate the tenth
anniversary of the canonization of Eugene de
Mazenod, founder of the Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate. As part of the plans for this
year, the Oblate Province of Spain has just
published a comic book on the life of the Saint.
It is naturally a work meant first of all for young
people, but all can easily enjoy it.

The texts are by Antonio Perera, the drawings
by Manual Juan Cicuéndez. This last, who had
the original inspiration for it, is very close to the
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Oblate family: one of his children is an Oblate
and currently a missionary in Venezuela.

In the foreword to this work Fr. Wilhelm
Steckling, Superior General, addressing himself
to the young people, says: “I believe that in
reading these pages you will meet, Eugene de
Mazenod, as a brother, a friend, a father.

A brother, because he lived through situations
very similar to those you experience [...]. (A
friend, because) as a young priest he devoted
himself with great enthusiasm to announcing the
Gospel to the young people and the poor of his
hometown Aix. His secret? To be everyone’s
friend! A father, because he was able to create
new life through his activity as bishop.”

The Communication and Media Service of the
General Administration readily welcomes this
work and hopes that translations into other
languages will follow.

ITALY
“Mondi riemersi”
From March 2 to 6 the fourth presentation of
“Mondi Riemersi” (Re-emerging worlds) was
held in Frascati (Rome). The two formation
communities of the Province of Italy at Vermicino
and Marino organized this event.

The purpose of this initiative was to help people
become aware of the hidden cultures in our world.
It took place in the old Aldobrandini Stables in
Frascati and was centered this year on Cameroon.

Cultural and professional training of young
people and adults, Christian formation and
service of the poor are the distinguishing marks
of the Oblate identity in Cameroon. The Oblates
have been present in this country for sixty years.

According to a well-tested model, the entire
Frascati area was invited to a “total immersion”
in the culture of this country. During the mornings
from March 2 to 5, more than one thousand high
school students were able to meet some
missionaries who work in Cameroon, listen to

their experiences, and also have first hand contact
with the culture, music, folklore, and food of this
African nation.

The three final evenings were open to all the
visitors with a program including: the presence
of the authorities, the tasting of typical Cameroon
foods, music and dances, and an overview of its
history through art.

Among the many personalities who intervened
were his Excellency the Ambassador of
Cameroon, the Bishop of Frascati and our
Superior General, Fr. Wilhelm STECKLING. Fr.
Adriano TITONE, who has worked in Cameroon
for the past four years, prepared the photographic
exhibition.

For further information visit their web site:
www.mondiriemersi.net.

ITALY
Multiparty MGC
 “Multiparty MGC” is a monthly conference call
that aims to promote better communication and
communion among the five groups of the
Costriure youth movement in Calabria (Italy).
This initiative, born from an idea of Fr. Pasquale
CASTRILLI, saw the light of day last November
21st.

Using one of the services available on mobile
telephones, it is possible to converse with several
people at the same time. They start with a short
prayer, followed by a sharing on their personal
life and an update from the various groups. At
the end they describe the program for the coming
month. Often they are surprised to discover an
unexpected visitor.

This multiparty call takes place the 21st of each
month, in memory of Saint Eugene de Mazenod,
whose feast day is celebrated on May 21. The
whole call lasts approximately 30 minutes.

The OMI community at Catanzaro is at the
service of the parish missions and the young
people in the south of Italy.
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Latin America

culture and its values, our health, the education
of our children, our rights and our duties as
citizens, the situation of our city and our country.”

The Center currently counts 19 groups spread
across the north neighbourhoods of the city of
La Paz. The organization into small groups of
about forty people is demanding because it is a
kind of mini-society. Each person benefits but
must contribute something. For example: to agree
to be elected as a leader, to be part of a committee,
to pay dues, to take part in the meetings.... The
group is in short a school of solidarity: “All for
one, one for all”; of tolerance and understanding,
each person has her qualities and her defects; of
collaboration and moral support. How happy so
many of them are to be able to meet to share about
their married life and their problems, both big
and small ones?

“How many women – continues George – have
passed through the Center and thus improved
their lot? It is difficult to give figures. But when
out walking, I often have to stop to greet one or
the other “former pupils”. Not only the people,
but also the neighbourhood itself has changed.
The leaders of the community and the parents of
the school children now work hand in the hand
to change many things. Let us thank the Lord for
accompanying us on this long journey.”

BOLIVIA
Center for Popular Culture - 25 years
A thousand women danced in the streets in the
northern part of La Paz, Bolivia; it was a festival
in honor the Center for Popular Culture. Twenty-
five years of activity at the service of the poorest
women of the sector, that counts! They danced
to show their recognition.
Founded as a social work of the parish of
Achachicala by Fr. George WAVREILLE, the
Center promotes a better life for these mothers.
Many are illiterate and their husbands have work
that barely permits them to survive; the family,
often big, does not always have enough to eat
every day.

Cutting out and sewing, baking, and nutritive
cooking are the courses that most attract these
people seeking to improve their life. The first
beneficiaries of the goods are the families, but it
is also necessary to note the additional income
that comes from the sale of the Center’s products
at the local market. The principal goal of the
Center was, from the very start, to give an integral
formation.

“The weekly meetings – writes Fr. George in a
message to the Bulletin de liaison, of the
Delegation of Belgium-South, his Province of
origin – touch upon subjects like our history, our

Africa-Madagascar

KENYA
What a million dollars can do!
Fr. Ken FORSTER recently wrote in the Oblate
mission magazine, My Brother and I, how much
the Oblates and the people they serve in Kenya
have benefited from the prayers, sacrifices and
financial contributions of friends.

“Some time back, he says, few of those who had
a million dollars, in addition to their house, felt
they were rich, although some conceded that they
were comfortable. It certainly demonstrates that

we are living in different worlds. In the past seven
years, members of the Missionary Association
of Mary Immaculate have contributed just over
one million dollars to help the ministry of the
Kenyan mission.” During that time the Oblates
responded to 160 different requests to enable
people and projects. What can a million dollars
do in Kenya?

- It has provided education. By matching the
donation of the local parents benefactors have
helped to improve school conditions by replacing
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dirt floors with concrete, putting windows where
once only wind blew, adding classrooms,
installing water tanks, etc.

- It has provided faith enhancement. It has
made possible the establishment of nine churches
in the parish through 44 local fund-raising events
and helped the growth of another 18 places of
worship in neighbouring diocesan parishes.

- It has provided educational opportunities by
making a reality the St. Eugene de Mazenod
Secondary Day School that gives 160 students
the possibility of an education. A second school
is being planned.

- It has provided spiritual growth by sending
catechists and Catholic teachers for training
sessions.

- It has provided outreach by raising funds for
a local convent and religious congregation to
further their ministry efforts.

- It has provided self-sustainability. Income
generating projects have been made possible.

- It has provided pastoral service. The
missionaries have been able to carry out their
ministry through the rugged terrain by repairing
the parish vehicle and buying a motorbike.

And even more: care for the sick, the
development of communication skills, support
for two Oblates to go to language school to learn
the local language Kiswahili, the promotion of
vocations, solar water heaters, computers,
breviaries for prayer….

“Over a million dollars, he concludes, has been
raised by some very generous donors who could
give a lot and they did. Over a million dollars
has been raised from some very generous donors
who could give a little and they did. Over a
million dollars has been raised by the friends and
supporters of the Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate. Thank you for your trust in us.”

OMIWORLD Interviews – Fr Achiel Peelman, OMI
An untraditional involvement

Scriptures and their texts say about peace. Our
purpose, therefore, was to do the same thing with
the traditional religions. We were 25 Catholic
experts from five areas of the world: North
America, South America, Africa, Asia, and
Oceania. All are working with traditional
religions.

What surprised you?
The fact that almost everywhere, the traditional
religions have a rather similar concept of peace.
It is much more than the absence of war and
conflicts; peace is understood as the full
realization of life.

I was also struck by the calibre of the participants.
All had a written contribution on subjects such
as the role of women, the concepts of peace, the
situations of the religions faced with conflicts
etc. All were completely open to listen to the
others. In the traditional religions there are

Father Achiel Peelman, Oblate of Mary
Immaculate, recently visited the General House.
He was born in the Flemish part of Belgium in
1942 – diocese of Ghent – but has been teaching
at the St. Paul University in Ottawa since 1972.
He ranks among the experts of the traditional
religion of the First Nations of Canada. He readily
welcomed our questions; we invite you to
discover him in this interview.

You came to Rome at the invitation of the
Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue.
What was the purpose of the trip?
I came to take part in a symposium on “traditional
religions and their contribution to peace” which
was held in the Vatican January 12-15, 2005. The
initiative for this meeting came from the Pope
himself who wants more attention paid to the
traditional religions. This meeting follows from
one in 2003 that brought together representatives
of the world religions to examine what their
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certainly elements that form part of a universal
patrimony. But in the context of globalisation it
is becoming difficult also for them to maintain
their values. That is why we are concerned to
help them to safeguard these values and to
transmit them.

From when does the Church’s dialogue with the
traditional religions date?
It is a very new initiative, which appeared
officially for the first time at the meeting in Assisi
in 1986. Before that inter-religious dialogue had
been limited to the Great Religions of the world:
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. We understood
gradually that it must also extend to the religions
known as traditional. When we look at the
dialogue of Christianity with these religions, we
realize that there are two types of dialogue:

– Inter-religious dialogue between Christianity
and the non-Christian members of these
religions;

– The second type intra-religious dialogue: inside
the Church between the Christians that come
from these religions and who want to keep their
heritage. This last type is very important in the
process of inculturation.

At the end of the symposium, the president,
Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald, expressed the
hope that the conclusions of our meeting would
be communicated to the local Churches where
these religions are still much alive and influential.

Our readers would really like to know who you
are, so say something about yourself.
I have been a professor at St. Paul University in
Ottawa since 1971. I arrived in Canada in 1962,
after my novitiate in the Belgium North Province
(Flanders). After finishing my studies in Ottawa,
I went to Strasbourg to start a doctorate in
Religious Sciences at a Protestant faculty.

And why at a Protestant faculty?
I wanted an ecumenical experience, to work in a
Protestant environment. Those were the new
times of Ecumenism. And paradoxically, it was
Mr. Gerard Siegwalt who directed me towards
Hans Urs von Balthasar, finding that this Catholic

theologian deserved to be better known in his
own Church.

The path from Urs von Balthasar to the First
Nations of Canada is not obvious: What brought
you to work in this field?
Upon my return to Ottawa, I was soon involved
with the training of Amerindian lay leaders and I
became interested in Amerindian spirituality. It
was an immense jump, but logical. Balthasar tried
to connect academic theology to spirituality, but
remained very locked up in the European cultural
world. I found that I needed to look at other
cultures, for example to Africa or Asia... but
finally I stayed in Canada.

Your meeting with traditional religion went
beyond simple knowledge, it became a personal
experience, tell us something about that?
My decision to remain in Canada came after a
dream. It was already very Amerindian, because
dreams for them are like moments of
“revelation”. This dream was telling me that I
should study the situation and the future of the
Oblate Missions throughout Canada. So, I made
a plan that led me to visit the Oblates from one
ocean to the other. As soon as I got under way,
the Amerindians made me understand that my
approach was too much from within the Church
and that I should concentrate more on their
culture. Their spiritual leaders invited me to visit
them and thus I was able to become initiated into
their spirituality, in particular that of the Cree in
Alberta. It is a step that I accepted without
hesitation, because to understand this spirituality,
there was only one way: to experience and live it
from within.

You thus did a course of initiation. What does
that consist in?
The important practice is that of the “Vision
Quest”. You subject yourself to a complete fast
from food and drink for four days, in a sacred
place, under the supervision of a traditional
Medicine Man (a spiritual leader). I was also
invited to practice many other rituals and to have
many contacts with the Wise ones. That enabled
me to have a privileged view of them, while
deepening my own Christian spirituality.
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When people ask why the Church prohibited their
traditional practices in the past but it now seems
to encourage them, what do you answer?
It is necessary to put this question in its context.
I take myself as an example: this course of
initiation helped me to reflect on the inculturation
and the development of an Amerindian church.
In Canada many Amerindians became Christians
but they always wonder: can one be at the same
time Amerindian and Christian or must one
choose? And this question comes from people
who want to really achieve a synthesis between
the Christian faith and their own culture. It is
true that in the past the Church had a negative
view of these practices, but the Church has
looked more in depth at the bonds between
cultures and the faith, and can now encourage
human groups to develop themselves, with the
assistance of their local pastors, a synthesis
between their cultural knowledge and the
Christian faith. As Oblates we are invited to take
part with the people in this synthesis and this
harmony. This new approach to Mission is due
to the movement of cultural rebirth which the
First Nations have been undergoing since the
1970s and which has many implications for
Canadian society and the Churches. This rebirth
means the end of any plan of assimilation,
whether political or religious.

Will the First Nations give up the Christian
heritage or are new relations being considered?
There are surely a certain number of Amerindians
who, in the present cultural context, take a very
critical view of the Mission as lived in the past,
but that is not to say that they will leave the
Church. There is a great need for healing, for
reconciliation, and as missionaries we must be
ready to enter into this movement of mutual
healing. We need to remake our relations. In this

connection, I have a very concrete example, that
of Chief Harry Lafond who strongly underlined
all that during the Synod of Bishops for America
in 1997. This Cree chief was the only layperson
to address the Pope and the Bishops, and his
message related to the future of the Catholic
Church in the Amerindian milieus in Canada. He
greeted the Pope as a “true Elder” and he invited
the Church “to continue to walk together while
leaning on each other.” He also said, “We must
dare to take bold decisions like ordaining priests
some of the spiritual men who emerge in our
cultures, or by granting a sacramental value to
some of our rituals, which are rituals of healing
and reconciliation that can be lived as an
expression of our faith in Christ the Saviour.”

I believe that it is by listening to this kind of
message and by counting on these key people
that we will be able to advance towards the future.

You have also published some books, haven’t
you?
In 1995 I published a book entitled “Le Christ
est amérindien” (Christ is an Amerindian) in
which I develop the Amerindian vision of Christ,
traditional spirituality and some orientations for
the development of an Amerindian Church. In
2004 I published another work: “L’Esprit est
amérindien” (The Spirit is Amerindian) where I
treat of my own initiation into Amerindian
spirituality and of the relation between this
spirituality and Christianity. It is part of
Médiaspaul’s collection “Spirituality in
dialogue”. The collection seeks to emphasize the
practice of “spiritual hospitality”. It is with
Médiaspaul that I have just published a very
technical work on the “Théodramatique” of Hans
Urs von Balthasar, a sign that I did not forget my
Western roots.” (Interview by Jean-Pierre CALOZ, OMI)

Anniversaries – May 2005

65TH Anniversary of Vows
1940.05.01 7615 Bro. Gaston Comtois Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1940.05.11 7616 Bro. Gérard Juneau Notre-Dame-du-Cap

65TH Anniversary of Ordination
1940.05.25 5818 Fr. John Lazarsky United States
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1940.05.27 5959 Fr. William Leising United States
1940.05.27 5967 Fr. Robert Kilroy United States
1940.05.27 5970 Fr. Robert Colfer United States

60TH Anniversary of Vows
1945.05.11 8464 Bro. Ernest Tessier Notre-Dame-du-Cap

50TH Anniversary of Vows
1955.05.01 9884 Fr. Josef Hassels Germany
1955.05.01 9885 Fr. Josef Thesing Germany
1955.05.01 9886 Fr. Volker Grunwald Germany
1955.05.01 9887 Fr. Bernhard Wolf Germany
1955.05.01 9888 Fr. Hubert Knuf Namibia
1955.05.01 9890 Fr. Nikolaus Wand Germany
1955.05.01 9891 Fr. Wilhelm Deutmeyer Central S.A.
1955.05.01 9893 Fr. Helmut Hofmann Austria-Czech Rep.
1955.05.01 9894 Fr. Manfred Förg Namibia
1955.05.01 9895 Fr. Franz-Josef Stendebach Germany
1955.05.01 9926 Fr. Johannes Beringer Germany
1955.05.01 9959 Fr. Walter Jüptner Namibia
1955.05.01 10430 Bro. Alain Paugam France
1955.05.21 10442 Bro. Waldemar Gutberlet Germany
1955.05.21 10443 Bro. Wilhelm Götz Germany
1955.05.21 10444 Bro. August Hericks Germany
1955.05.31 9899 Fr. Elino Isip Philippines
1955.05.31 9906 Fr. Ronald Walker United States
1955.05.31 9908 Fr. Richard Philion United States
1955.05.31 9911 Fr. Santiago Lyons Mexico
1955.05.31 9914 Fr. Kelly Nemeck United States
1955.05.31 9960 Fr. Richard Sheehan United States

50TH Anniversary of Ordination
1955.05.31 8632 Fr. Ray Pomaville United States
1955.05.31 8643 Fr. Roberto Peña United States
1955.05.31 8654 Fr. James Wynne United States
1955.05.31 8836 Fr. Paul Wightman United States
1955.05.31 8838 Fr. Thomas O’Brien Brazil

25TH Anniversary of Ordination
1980.05.10 12299 Bishop Norbert M. Andradi Colombo
1980.05.10 12346 Fr. Jesus  Reynaldo Roda Philippines
1980.05.24 12297 Fr. William Antone United States
1980.05.25 12370 Fr. Marc Chatellier Cameroon

OMI INFORMATION is an unofficial publication
of the General Administration of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate

C.P. 9061, 00100 ROMA-AURELIO, Italy
Fax: (39) 06 39 37 53 22       E-mail : information@omigen.org
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Suffrages for our Deceased

(No. 11- 17)
Province Date of Birth Place of Death Date of Death

Fr. Stanley Thebele Northern S.A. 24/09/1947 Johannesburg 13/02/2005
Fr. Jean Hanique France 25/10/1922 Lyons 21/02/2005
Fr. James D’Arcy Anglo-Irish 08/04/1914 Tipperary 27/02/2005
Bro. Bernard Gaudin Cameroon 18/07/1925 N.D. de Lumières 02/03/2005
Fr. Pierre Frémy France 27/03/1927 Lyon 05/03/2005
Fr. Jean-Paul Chicoine N.D.-du-Cap 26/03/1915 Richelieu 06/03/2005
Fr. Franz Konrad Germany 25-08/1934 Mainz 07/03/2005

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them,
faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.” (Const. 43)
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Pre-WYD 2005 GATHERING
FOR GROUPS ACCOMPANIED BY OBLATES

Hünfeld (Germany), 11 to 15 August 2005
Update on preparations

The registrations for the WYD Cologne and the gathering of Oblate
groups continue to come in regularly. To date, nearly 700 people have
confirmed their presence at the Oblate gathering that will precede the
World Youth Days in Cologne, and we still have place!

There are 27 parishes in Hünfeld and the surrounding area that have
agreed to join us in this beautiful adventure. The host families are very
enthusiastic about lodging the participants.

If you are not registered yet, there is still time to do it... but do it soon!
Here is a reminder of the steps to follow to register:

1. First make your registration with the Cologne WYD 2005 by going to
the official national site (www.wjt2005.de ). N.B. Be sure to indicate
“Fulda-OMI” in the space reserved for the host diocese.
2. Make contact with the Oblate organization in Hünfeld as soon as
possible by one of the following means:

- E-mail: weltjugendtag@oblaten.de
- Fax: +49 6652 94 388
- Telephone: +49 6652 94 2005

Do not forget to visit the official site of the Oblate gathering in Hünfeld
at www.wjt2005.net ! You will find there useful information and
photographs of what is already being done by way of preparation.

Welcome to one and all in Hünfeld!


