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Farewell to Pope John Paul II

Above us the helicopters were still hovering and noisy; they assured the safe return of
approximately two hundred heads of state and governments. The massive crowd of pilgrims too
was slowly winding their way home.

Yes, it was a big and impressive funeral. It was less the superlatives that impressed me than
some poignant moments of the celebration. Those five or ten minutes of break between the Eucharist
and the funeral rites gave room in a special way, for spontaneous reactions from the crowd. At first
silence prevailed, but then all understood that the moment of separation from John Paul II had
finally come. A long and a thunderous applause welled up from the crowd. Here in Italy, it is an
indication of respect for a beloved person. The applause sounded again at the end as the simple
wooden coffin containing the mortal remains of the Pope disappeared into the interior of St. Peter’s
Basilica.

I have been asking myself: what brought all these throngs of people here to Rome, and all the
political dignitaries from all over the world, besides the representatives of different denominations
and religions? Why do they take on all that hazard and inconvenience in order to honor a person
who has died? Has Karol Wojtyla earned for himself such a funeral by sheer fact of his personal
achievements? Could humans ever do so?

The words of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who presided over the Eucharist and gave the homily,
probably contain an answer to this question. His homily was built on the words of Christ: “Follow
me!” Pope John Paul II not only followed Christ faithfully to the point of suffering for him and for
the Church: with time he also became similar to him. “Christ and he became one”, were the touching
words of the homilist. I am convinced, that is the real reason that brought so many people here. In
John Paul they had found someone who reminded them of Christ. The sun went down on the earthly
life of Karol Wojtyla. However, whatever in it was from God remains alight. On Easter Sunday our
Pope had greeted and blessed the crowd from his window, though unable to speak. Cardinal Ratzinger
said: Now he beckons to us and blesses us from the window of our eternal home.

With the passing away of this historical personage, what is it that remains for us to do? At
the beginning of the celebration an open book of the Gospels was placed on the Pope’s coffin. We
watched as gusts of wind browsed through and finally managed to turn its pages to a close. The
open book of this man whom we have laid to rest is now closed. Will anyone now be ready to open
again the pages of the Gospel of Jesus… with his own life?

Fr. Wilhelm Steckling, OMI
Superior General
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Asia-Oceania

PHILIPPINES
Statement of Concern on the Conflict in Sulu

As a religious congregation with 65 years of presence and ministry in Mindanao, Sulu, and
Tawi-Tawi, the Oblates of Mary Immaculate—Philippine Province is saddened by the new spate of
violence that wracked several municipalities of Sulu, resulting in death, destruction, and displacement.
This recent tragedy has set back the many promising efforts of the national and local governments,
multilateral agencies, and civil society groups, towards restoring peace, order, and development in
the locality, after decades of conflict and neglect.  It is just so unfortunate and wasteful that a few
days of violence negates months and years of painstaking labor by people who simply want a
peaceful life.  It has also re-opened wounds, revealed deep-seated problems, and drawn attention to
the flaws of the 1996 Peace Agreement.

With due respect to the prerogatives of government, the causes espoused by its opponents, and
the sentiments of the families of the individual victims, we take side with the masses of people who
have had to bear anew the consequences of this catastrophe.  Their hopes for a normal life free from
violence and fear have again been shattered.  The light of a more peaceful environment for their
children has again been over-shadowed by hostility.

Standing with and for them, we humbly call on the government and its opponents to heed the call
to end the senseless violence, and to find peaceful ways of transforming the conflict.

In particular, we recommend that:
an impartial and independent investigation be made into the immediate causes of this recent
fighting;
the displaced families and individuals be allowed to return to their homes and their security
and livelihood ensured;
damaged infrastructure be reconstructed and the essential services be restored;
local government officials in the province take to heart their sworn duty of effective and
efficient governance;
a review be made of the 1996 Peace Agreement in view of correcting its flaws and addressing
new problems;
those who have violated the law, from whatever side, be apprehended and prosecuted
accordingly;
peaceful initiatives promoting the prevention of violence and the transformation of the long-
standing conflict in the region be supported by all parties.

Despite this new setback, we Oblates remain committed to the cause of peace and harmony in
the region. We bear immense hope that people’s fragile efforts will bear fruit in God’s time and in
God’s grace.  We pray for patience and perseverance in the work for peace.  We pray for the comfort
of all who have suffered from this period of violence.

March 13, 2005
Ramon Ma. Bernabe, O.M.I.

Provincial Superior,
OMI Philippine Province
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LAOS
A parish church is opened
For the first time since 1975, a Catholic church
was officially opened for worship in the Apostolic
Vicariate of Luang Prabang in northern Laos.

On March 12, the parish church of Our Lady of
Fatima was officially opened for worship. The
modest structure, 11 meters by 8 is in Ban Pong
Vang, a village where 86 of the 200 families are
Catholic. The small church, which can
accommodate about 150 people, is the first place
of worship to be built and officially opened since
1975, the year the Communists ceased power.

For the occasion, representatives of the civil
authorities of Xayaburi province, where the
village of Ban Pong Vang is located, made the
trip to attend the mass of consecration that was
celebrated by the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop
Salvatore Pennacchio, who had come from
Bangkok where he resides. The Right Rev. Tito
Banchong Thopahong, Apostolic Administrator
of the Vicariate of Luang Prabang, declared that
he was “extremely happy for this new church.”
“I thank the Lord for having inspired the
government authorities to permit the
construction” of this place of worship, he added.
Monsignor Tito Banchong, 56 years old, is the
only priest in the Vicariate of Luang Prabang.
He is very close to Oblates, whom he knew when
they were on mission in his country. He also made
did his theological studies at the Italian
scholasticate. Since the authorities still refuse to
let him reside in Luang Prabang, he usually lives
in Vientiane, the capital of the country, located
approximately 180 km southeast in Xayaburi
province. Under the pretext of “security” the
authorities authorize Msgr Tito Banchong to visit
only the Catholic communities of the provinces
of Luang Prabang and Xayaburi. The
communities of the other provinces are
prohibited. The vicariate has about 3,500
Catholics, including 300 Khmu, just in the village
of Ban Pong Vang.

As the head of the vicariate, Msgr. Tito Banchong
does not wish to stress the restrictions placed on
his activities. He prefers to underline the positive
points of the current developments of the Church.

For example, he explains, last year he was able
to visit the Catholics of Ban Pong Vang only four
times, but since the beginning of this year, three
visits have been possible and a fourth should take
place around Easter time. He also notes that the
authorities have finally granted permission for
the vicariate to build a “guest-house” in Luang
Prabang. The construction of a six-room house
has just begun and should be completed by
December 2005 in this city, an old capital and
cultural and religious (Buddhist) center 220 km
north of Vientiane. Msgr. Tito Banchong hopes
to be permitted to live there and to make Luang
Prabang his permanent base.

Before beginning any pastoral work, Msgr. Tito
Banchong insists on the need to reach an
agreement with the local authorities, because “it
is not advisable to work in an underhanded way
with the Catholics, without a preliminary
agreement of the government.” With this
framework, the man in charge of the Church in
Luang Prabang feels relatively optimistic. The
authorities might soon authorize the construction
of a church at Phonxiang, also in Xayaburi
province, where the Catholics have obtained the
permission to gather and to pray.

Among his plans for the years to come, Msgr.
Tito Banchong envisages building a center for
vocational training that will focus especially on
teaching sewing. He also hopes to go to Nong
Khieu and Viengkham, to visit the Catholic
communities, and to build medical centers with
funds from the Italian Bishops’ Conference. With
help from abroad for development and charitable
works, he would like also to help the Pak Leum
leprosarium in Luang Prabang. [Adapted from
an article published by “Agence d’Information
des Missions Etrangères de Paris” (http://
eglasie.mepasie.org).]

BANGLADESH
Scholastics to Sri Lanka for relief work
On March 9th Bros. Paulus MURMU, Soroj
Leonard COSTA and Ripon Richard ROZARIO
left for Sri Lanka. In a spirit of solidarity with
the victims of the tsunami, the Bangladesh
Delegation has decided to send three scholastics
for a year of pastoral regency in Sri Lanka during
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which they will join the Sri Lankan Oblates
working in rehabilitation projects for the tsunami
victims. As a preparation for their experience,
they began a Lenten campaign among the people
who live in the vicinity of the Bangladesh
scholasticate, among both rich and poor alike.
They went about with posters and placards to all

the churches to raise a sense of solidarity and to
collect funds for the rehabilitation work. Each
family was asked to take home a “piggy bank”
to collect the money they would sacrifice to help
others. The people of Bangladesh, a country that
experiences almost annual flooding, are very
aware of the destructive force of water.

General Administration

GENERAL POSTULATION
An invitation to renew ourselves
in the gift of Saint Eugene de Mazenod

Ten years ago the Congregation had the blessing of the canonization of St. Eugene de Mazenod.
It was a time of grace for all Oblates – a moment to rejoice in our Founder and charism and, above
all, it proved to be a rich opportunity for personal and community renewal.

This year we mark the tenth anniversary of this event on 3 December 2005. So much good came
from the canonization event. This anniversary is a good opportunity to re-awaken some of these
graces that we received and to keep the momentum of renewal in our charism alive and moving.

At the canonization Eugene de Mazenod was recognised by the Church as being a model for us
and as a powerful intercessor. This year of commemoration aims at “putting him on the map again”
as model and intercessor for ourselves and for those whom we work with and serve.

There will be no centralised congregational celebration. Each Oblate unit is invited to do something
for its members in terms of Oblate renewal in our relationship with St. Eugene. Each unit is also
invited to arrange a commemorative celebration at local level for the whole unit and for our
Associates, MAMI members and all those whom we serve in our ministry.

Through the “Oblatology” and “Forum” pages of the OMIWORLD website, we invite the units
to share what they are doing. Excellent material exists in some of the Oblate units, and this would
be a good opportunity for other units to benefit from the same material.

We will make material available as we receive it. We begin by re-publishing the series of ten
“Monthly Recollections for Oblate Communities” which were a powerful instrument of renewal
before the canonization. That material continues to be pertinent and useful for personal reflection,
and for community and unit retreat days.

Some feel that the actual date of the 3rd of December is not a convenient date to organise a
celebration of the canonization as it is the first Sunday of Advent. For this reason we invite each
unit to choose its own date sometime between now and 21st May 2006.

We look forward to receiving your material and suggestions.

General Postulation
Rome
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Europe

AIX-EN-PROVENCE
New life in the 17th century cloister
Saint Eugene never saw the cloister of the
Carmelite convent, where he founded his
missionary society, as it is today. In fact its present
appearance would probably be more familiar to
the nuns who were expelled from it during the
French Revolution than it was in the course of
the nineteenth century to the Missionaries of
Provence, who were later to become the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. True,
the Carmelite cemetery has been removed from
the centre area, but the “infamous wall” erected
in the years of post-Revolutionary abandon has
now gone and four green lawns are surrounded
by neatly gravelled paths with a spraying fountain
in the middle. The ideal place for pigeons ... and
for prayer!

The ideal place also for a modern Easter liturgy!
For the first time in many years, if not for the
first time ever, the nighttime Easter Vigil was
celebrated within these walls in 2005. It was
directed by Maxime Chaigne. Luc Côme and Jo
Bois and Kennedy Léon provided technical
assistance. The community and at least one
hundred and fifty of the local laity assembled in
the Mazenod Hall beneath the Chapel of the
Mission. Projected images of the wonders of
God’s creation were the background to the
readings from the Book of Genesis. The singing
may not have been professional but it was
suitably chosen, enthusiastic and participative.
Gradually the lights went on in keeping with the
readings.

The procession now moved outdoors to the
cloister, moving as it were from the tomb to the
Resurrection. There the Paschal fire blazed. A
new light was about to be symbolically spread
as the Paschal candle was blessed and lit. From
its flame the light was passed on to the candles
of the faithful. Then the fountain was turned on.
Water, that very essential element of God’s
handiwork, was blessed and everybody
approached the spray to bless themselves and

confirm their commitment to the covenant by
renewing their baptismal vows. The procession
then formed to move out on to the Cours
Mirabeau, carrying their lighted candles. They
certainly drew the attention of the denizens of
that thoroughfare as they headed for the steps of
the Church of the Mission. Some of those
denizens may even have joined them out of
curiosity as they entered the church to continue
the liturgy of the Eucharist. And, who knows?
Perhaps they may even have “remained to pray”.
Saint Eugene would certainly have approved.

That was a fitting conclusion to a Holy Week of
ceremonies that had drawn many people to
“Chapel of the Oblates”. On Thursday, Jean
Remy prepared an abundantly flower-decked
table in the middle of the church where priests
and people gathered around to celebrate the
Lord’s Supper. The Good Friday liturgy was
arranged by Wojciech Kowalewski. His masterful
blending of the prayers of the faithful and the
homily with the reading of the Passion was much
appreciated by all who were present, as was
indeed the reminder of Eugene de Mazenod’s
Good Friday experience in 1807. Afterwards the
doors of the church remained open well into the
night, to give a full view of the floodlit crucifix
surrounded by panels bearing the Last Words
from the Cross and with suitable music in the
background. Many passers-by were drawn to
enter and, we hope, to pray.

The Church of the Mission has never ceased to
be what its name proclaims.

ANGLO-IRISH
In solidarity
Fr. Andrias FERNANDO, an Oblate from
Colombo Province, Sri Lanka, who is studying
in Ireland, shares his experience of the solidarity
expressed in the aftermath of the Asian Tsunami.

Before December 26th most of us knew nothing
about the killer wave Tsunami. Now practically
everyone knows what it is and its effects. It is
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now a little over than two months since the
Tsunami. This is the moment for me to share my
personal experience from this part of the land of
Saints and Scholars. I am here in Ireland doing
my studies and staying with the Oblates in a
parish. Ever since I arrived here I have been
experiencing the warmth, love, care, and concern
of the Oblates and the people of St. Michael’s
parish in Inchicore.

From the moment the Tsunami struck South East
Asia, I have been experiencing more intensely
and intimately their warmth and love. The
Oblates and the parishioners assured me of their
solidarity and said that they would be glad to
support in the best way possible the victims of
the Tsunami in Sri Lanka. The people of this
parish, like others, have been and continue to be
generous in their outpouring towards this cause.

True to their words, on the first week of lent some
parishioners, about twelve of them, organized a
60 hour fast. These twelve parishioners not only

fasted but also made gate collection at the three
Oblate parishes namely, St. Michael’s, Mary
Immaculate, and Our Lady of the Wayside. The
weather was not great on that weekend. It was
very cold and damp. In spite of this bad weather
they even walked along the roads to collect
money. They also placed boxes for donations at
pubs, and shops in the area.

During the third weekend of Lent again some
women of the parish organized a cake sale for
the same cause. Many made these cakes at home
and donated them. The parishioners generously
supported both these events. Their generosity was
amazing. I was deeply touched and moved by
their sense of solidarity, commitment, personal
interest, involvement, compassion, and
generosity. In one of his Epistle’s John
encourages us to put on love and to show it in
action. The people of St. Michael’s have proved
it like many others. I am proud to say that St.
Michael is my second home.

Africa-Madagascar

CONGO
African Institute of Mission Sciences
At the beginning of October 2005, the African
Institute of Mission Sciences (IASMI) will
officially open in Kinshasa. The general
bachelor’s degree has been available since
October 2004.

Called to evangelise the poor with their many
faces, the Missionary Oblates also devote
themselves to the ministry of training priests and
other agents of evangelization. That was the
objective of establishing an Institute of Theology
(ISEM) in Kinshasa. Several congregations
collaborate actively in this work by sending their
young religious and missionaries as well as
professors.

The new Institute of Mission Sciences, born from
the ISEM, will train not only priests but also men
and women religious and lay people who more
and more feel the need to know and deepen their
knowledge of the Word of God and to learn how

to be missionaries, witnesses of the love of God
among the people of our time and in different
milieus.

The African Institute of Mission Sciences is
affiliated with the Pontifical Urbaniana
University in Rome. It will offer a licentiate
course in mission sciences (missiology). The
complete cycle is three years, which includes one
year for the general bachelor’s degree and two
years for the licentiate.

Objectives of the Institute:
1. To know and make known the richness of

the Churches of Africa.
2. To study the relevance of the precept

missionary in view of an in-depth evangelization.
3. To promote dialogue between the traditional

religions, Islam and the brothers and sisters of
other Christian denominations.

4. To reflect on Africa in Africa.

Further information e-mail: iasmi@yahoo.fr
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NATAL
St. Joseph’s gets State accreditation
After six years of hard work by Fr. Daniel
CORIJN and his staff, St. Joseph’s Theological
Institute in Cedara, South Africa has finally
obtained its long-awaited State accreditation. On
January 20th the Department of Education of the
South African government officially registered
the St. Joseph’s Theological Institute (SJTI) as a
Private Higher Education Institution. It is a happy
reversal of the August 15, 2003 notice from the
same department that informed SJTI that it could

not be registered according to South African legal
structures.

The Institute is now accredited by the State to
grant its own diplomas and Bachelor of Arts
degrees in Religious Studies, Philosophy and
Theology. Formerly, SJTI granted degrees as an
affiliate of the Urbaniana University in Rome.
Its diplomas and degrees now have civil
recognition to the benefit of its religious, clerical
and lay students. (From the KwaZulu Natal OMI
Update).

Canada – United States

UNITED STATES
Former seminarians and Oblates form an association
For some years, Patrick Miner in Iowa and Steve Wick in Texas, both former seminarians of Our
Lady of the Ozarks juniorate in Carthage, Missouri, shared a vision. Wick (class of ’65) and Miner
(class of ’69) envisioned a time when men who had been formed in the Oblate tradition could once
again associate themselves with the Congregation for service and spiritual growth.

The concept became a reality when the two shared their ideas at a reunion of former Our Lady of the
Ozarks students at the Shrine of Our Lady of Snows in Belleville, last June. A list was drawn up and
some 300 former seminarians were subsequently contacted.

This new Associate Chapter is open to former seminarians, former Oblates, their spouses and adult
children who wish to re-commit themselves to practicing the key elements of the Oblate spiritual
life as taught by St. Eugene, particularly, ministry to the poor.

Fr. David KRAUS, formerly a teacher at OLO, has agreed to serve as chaplain for the fledgling
group. An installation ceremony took place on February 17th at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows.
More information is available from Pat (Tel. 563-323-7971) or Steve (Tel. 254-217-2002). (From
the OMIUSA)

Books

ATITUNG Cyrille Kalom (Congo): Typologie et
sainteté de l’Eglise. Étude sur l’ecclésiologie de
Tertullien et de Cyprien (Typology and Holiness
of the Church). Publication of his doctoral thesis
on the ecclesiology of Tertullein and Cyprian.
Pontificia Universitas Lateranensis, Institutum
patristicum Augustinianum. Rome, 2004, 268 pp.

Brian Joy: The Catholic Church in Natal over
150 Years. A brief history of the Oblate mission

in Southern Africa between 1852 and 2002.
Durban, Oblates of Mary Immaculate Natal
Province, 2002, 147 pp.

CASTRILLI Pasquale (Italy) and Mastrofini
Fabrizio: Animatore della Comunicazione.
Manuale per una nuova figura pastorale. A
manual for the formation of parochial and
diocesan communication pastoral agents. Milan,
Ancora, 2005, 112 pp. (Continued on p. 9)
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Province Statistics by Age Groups
(March 20, 2005)

10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 80-89 90-99 +100 Average Total

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
General Administration 0 0 3 8 12 13 7 3 0 0 59,91 46

Region Total 0 0 3 8 12 13 7 3 0 0 59,91 46

AFRICA-MADAGASCAR
Cameroon 0 32 46 26 11 18 12 9 2 0 45,88 156
Central S. A. 0 3 5 8 2 15 16 3 0 0 59,94 52
Congo 0 24 50 52 6 5 7 0 0 0 40,26 144
Lesotho 0 37 28 42 17 8 19 9 0 0 46,04 160
Namibia 0 0 9 4 4 10 13 3 1 0 60,52 44
Natal 0 16 20 11 9 13 8 8 2 0 49,93 87
Northern S. A. 0 4 9 6 12 9 13 7 0 0 57,65 60

Region Total 0 116 167 149 61 78 88 39 5 0 51,46 703

AMERICA LATINA
Argentina-Chile 0 3 3 12 4 12 12 3 1 0 59,56 50
Bolivia 0 7 9 5 2 7 10 2 0 0 52,14 42
Brazil 0 0 17 16 7 11 13 3 0 0 53,78 67
Haiti 0 22 48 28 5 9 9 5 0 0 42,62 126
Mexico 0 7 17 5 7 7 12 2 1 0 51,83 58
Paraguay 0 1 10 8 3 3 7 2 0 0 52,24 34

Region Total 0 40 104 74 28 49 63 17 2 0 52,03 377

ASIA-OCEANIA
Australia 0 3 10 8 12 14 14 7 1 0 58,99 69
Colombo 0 62 75 44 39 34 15 11 0 0 44,46 280
Indonesia 0 2 15 10 2 10 3 0 0 0 47,81 42
Jaffna 0 27 34 14 6 10 3 4 1 0 41,53 99
Japan 0 0 6 7 1 6 8 3 0 0 58,16 31
Philippines 0 13 19 23 18 13 10 4 0 0 49,64 100
Thailand 0 6 9 5 2 3 1 3 0 0 44,41 29

Region Total 0 113 168 111 80 90 54 32 2 0 49,29 650

CANADA-USA
Assumption 0 2 4 12 10 8 9 1 0 0 54,59 46
Grandin 0 0 0 0 2 6 19 19 7 0 78,60 53
Lacombe 0 2 10 18 17 30 28 13 6 0 63,21 124
Manitoba 0 0 0 1 2 7 18 13 4 1 76,76 46
Notre-Dame-du-Cap 0 0 3 3 17 48 128 82 26 0 75,39 307
Saint Paul’s 0 0 0 0 2 8 24 12 1 0 75,23 47
Saint Peter’s 0 2 14 11 12 20 13 7 1 0 58,34 80
United States 0 17 43 31 58 91 155 59 19 0 64,95 473

Region Total 0 23 74 76 120 218 394 206 64 1 68,38 1176

EUROPE
Germany 0 3 9 19 6 37 53 16 5 0 65,61 148
Anglo-Irish 0 0 6 10 15 37 38 14 0 0 65,43 120
Austria-Czech Rep. 0 3 4 2 4 3 3 3 1 0 55,91 23
Belgium South 0 0 1 1 1 10 15 19 2 0 75,06 49
Spain 0 8 12 3 0 8 17 9 0 0 57,33 57
France 0 2 13 12 11 35 63 73 13 1 71,95 223
Holland-Flanders 0 0 0 2 6 28 27 23 4 0 72,96 90
Italy 0 14 32 39 38 31 47 15 3 0 56,05 219
Poland 0 131 104 84 46 33 51 11 10 0 44,13 470
Scandinavia 0 1 6 1 5 9 4 1 0 0 56,48 27

Region Total 0 162 187 173 132 231 318 184 38 1 62,09 1426

Total 0 454 703 591 433 679 924 481 111 2 57,57 4378
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CIARDI Fabio (Italy): La “perfetta letizia” di
Maria Chiara Damato (The “Perfect Joy” of
Maria Chiara Damato). A brief biography and
select writings of a Poor Clare nun. Albano
Laziale, Clarisse, Monastero Immacolata
Concezione, 56 pp.

DE MAZENOD San Eugenio: Diario I (1791-
1821). Spanish translation by Olegario
DOMÍNGUEZ of Oblate Writings Vol. 16.
Asunción, Paraguay, 2003, 172 pp.

DE MAZENOD, San Eugenio: Diario II (Diario
de Roma 1825-1826, 1845, 1854). Spanish
translation by Félix ERVITI and Olegario
DOMÍNGUEZ of Oblate Writings Vol. 17.
Asunción, Paraguay, 2004, 210 pp.

HUBENIG Alfred (Lacombe): Living in the
Spirit’s Fire. Saint Eugene de Mazenod. The is
the second revised edition of a “profile” of the
Oblate Founder based on the conferences of René
MOTTE at the De Mazenod Center in Aix-en-
Provence and other biographical sources. Rome,
O.M.I. General Postulation, 2004, 330 pp.

JACQUES Roland (France): Portuguese Pioneers
of Vietnamese Linguistics Prior to 1650 /
L’Oeuvre de quelques pionniers portugais de la
linguistique vietnamienne jusqu’en 1650.
Drawing on previously unpublished 17th century
works in Latin and contemporary correspondence
in Portuguese, the author demonstrates the
pivotal role played by Portuguese clerics in the
development of a Romanized script to represent
the spoken language of Vietnam. This bilingual

“two books under one cover” is of interest not
only to scholars of Asian languages, but also to
all with interest, either professional or lay, in the
history of medieval Vietnam and its development
into a modern state. Bangkok, Orchid Press,
2002, 406 pp.

MCALEAR Richard (United States): Come Stay
Awhile. Prayers and meditations on the Eucharist,
forgiveness, peace, and Mary. Gloversville, New
York, Beebie Printing and Art Agency, 2003, 134
pp.

PERERA Sarath (Colombo): The Life and Work
of St. Eugene de Mazenod. A brief biography in
Sinhala. 50 pp.

PROVENCHER Normand (N.D.-du-Cap): Croire
à quoi? Croire en qui? (Believing What?
Believing in Who?) A follow-up to the debate
the author had in April 2004 on this theme with
Albert Jacquard. Ottawa, Novalis, 2004, 64 pp.

ROZANSKI Jaroslaw (Poland): Mili’I ahin ti may
ta. Proverbs of the Giziga, inhabitants of the
North Cameroon savannah. Translation and
introduction by Rozanski. Warsaw, 2000, 72 pp.

TAILLEZ Daniel (USA): Theo Bu’ó’c Các Ngài
(Walking in Their Footsteps). Revised
Vietnamese translation of the English original
published in 1999. The author proposes some
meditations on the New Testament using a series
of imaginary but lively conversations to bring
back to life the first disciples and witnesses of
Jesus. 2004, 304 pp.
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Anniversaries – June 2005

70TH Anniversary of Ordination
1935.06.24 4898 Fr. Léopold Lanctôt Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1935.06.24 4889 Fr. Paul-Emile Naud Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1935.06.29 4909 Fr. Julien Jalbert Manitoba
1935.06.30 5271 Fr. Victor Philippe Grandin

65TH Anniversary of Ordination
1940.06.02 6167 Fr. Juan Schwider Mexico
1940.06.15 6141 Fr. Alfred Lavoie United States
1940.06.23 6240 Fr. Noel Coughlan Natal
1940.06.23 6136 Fr. Yvon Levaque Grandin
1940.06.23 5906 Fr. Jean Marsan Grandin
1940.06.23 6243 Fr. John McGrath Anglo-Irish
1940.06.29 6132 Fr. Benoît Paris Manitoba

60TH Anniversary of Vows
1945.06.29 7971 Fr. Robert Braun United States
1945.06.29 7962 Fr. Maurice Hemann Philippines
1945.06.29 7965 Fr. Maynard Kegler United States

60TH Anniversary of Ordination
1945.06.01 7437 Fr. Robert Lechat Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1945.06.02 7140 Fr. Charles Prass United States
1945.06.04 6991 Fr. William Smith United States
1945.06.04 6990 Fr. George White United States
1945.06.09 7142 Fr. James Riley United States
1945.06.10 7143 Fr. Edmond Turenne Manitoba
1945.06.14 7145 Fr. Kasper Klein Lacombe
1945.06.15 6951 Fr. Réal Paiement Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1945.06.17 6932 Fr. Jean-Louis Arel Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1945.06.17 7127 Fr. Gérard Beaudet Lacombe
1945.06.17 7125 Fr. Gilles Bernier Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1945.06.17 6946 Fr. Clément Couture Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1945.06.17 7136 Fr. Hervé Delisle Manitoba
1945.06.17 7105 Fr. Alexandre Lavoie Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1945.06.17 7115 Fr. Raymond Le May Lacombe
1945.06.17 7130 Fr. Arthur Saint-Sauveur Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1945.06.17 7279 Fr. Lucien Therrien Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1945.06.17 7110 Fr. Germain Turcotte Lacombe
1945.06.24 7122 Fr. Herve Gagnon United States
1945.06.24 7102 Fr. Mario Ricci Italy
1945.06.29 7167 Fr. Eugene Ford Anglo-Irish
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50TH Anniversary of Vows
1955.06.24 10645 Bro. Marcel Michaud Notre-Dame-du-Cap

50TH Anniversary of Ordination
1955.06.04 8888 Fr. Thomas Brown Brazil
1955.06.04 8895 Fr. Arthur Craig United States
1955.06.04 8860 Fr. Guy Gaudreau Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1955.06.04 8889 Fr. Eugene Glaub United States
1955.06.05 8747 Fr. John Davis Saint Peter’s
1955.06.05 8854 Fr. Robert Kelly Saint Paul’s
1955.06.05 9108 Fr. J. Lorne MacDonald Saint Peter’s
1955.06.05 9111 Fr. John Massel Saint Paul’s
1955.06.05 8739 Fr. John McCann Saint Paul’s
1955.06.05 8736 Bishop Hubert O’Connor Saint Paul’s
1955.06.08 8772 Fr. Clement Novakowski Lacombe
1955.06.11 9089 Fr. Claude Morency Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1955.06.11 8515 Fr. Martin Roberge Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1955.06.11 8682 Fr. Joseph Trifiro Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1955.06.17 8868 Fr. Lucien Bouchard Indonesia
1955.06.17 8690 Fr. Francis Demers United States
1955.06.18 8896 Fr. Daniel Lafrance Grandin
1955.06.26 8919 Fr. Marek Czyzycki Assumption
1955.06.26 8920 Fr. Antoni Kurek Poland
1955.06.26 8928 Fr. Edward Smalec Poland
1955.06.26 8915 Fr. Kazimierz Switala Poland
1955.06.29 8658 Fr. Gennaro Pacelli Italy

25TH Anniversary of Ordination
1980.06.12 12278 Fr. Shelton Perera Colombo
1980.06.13 12352 Fr. Raul Salas United States
1980.06.14 12298 Fr. Filadelfo Estrella Philippines
1980.06.21 12314 Fr. Czeslaw Motak Poland
1980.06.21 12315 Fr. Roman Nisiewicz Assumption
1980.06.21 12313 Fr. Pawel Panicz Poland
1980.06.21 12311 Fr. Jerzy Wizner Poland
1980.06.27 12377 Fr. Canisius Moraes Colombo
1980.06.28 12328 Fr. Giovanni Soddu Italy
1980.06.29 12274 Fr. Oliver Barry Anglo-Irish
1980.06.29 12277 Fr. Peter Clucas Anglo-Irish

OMI INFORMATION is an unofficial publication
of the General Administration of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate

C.P. 9061, 00100 ROMA-AURELIO, Italy
Fax: (39) 06 39 37 53 22       E-mail : information@omigen.org

http://www.omiworld.org

Editing Team: Ronald LaFramboise (director), Raúl Castro, Antonino Bucca
Printing: Rajapakse Francis Rabindra

  Circulation: Théophile Le Page



443 / 12 May 2005

Information No. 443                                                                                                        May 2005

Suffrages for our Deceased

(No. 18-26)
Province Date of Birth Place of Death Date of Death

Fr. Krystian Sol Scandinavia 14/05/1937 Landskrona 18/03/2005

Fr. Edouard Bourcy Belgium South 15/09/1929 Bruxelles 18/03/2005

Bro. Ernest Tessier N.D.-du-Cap 03/03/1922 Richelieu 23/03/2005

Fr. Josef Hassels Germany 19/08/1931 Munich 24/03/2005

Bro. Stephen Cummins Anglo-Irish 31/08/1925 Inchicore 29/03/2005

Bro. Auguste Josset  Grandin 30/11/1912 St. Albert 31/03/2005

Fr. Shirley Ferdinando Colombo 20/09/1932 Kohuwela 01/04/2005

Fr. Noël Lefebvre N.D.-du-Cap 06/01/1914 Richelieu 02/04/2005

Fr. Edouard Wouters Belgium South 22/10/1919 Bruxelles 07/04/2005

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them,
faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.” (Const. 43)


