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The new Province of Belgium and the 
Netherlands 
 
On the 8th of September, 2005, the new Prov-
ince of Belgium and the Netherlands was of-
ficially established.  The inauguration of the 
province, as well as the installation of the 
provincial administration took place during a 
meeting of about sixty Oblates in Korbeek-
Lo (Louvain, Belgium), with a Eucharistic 
celebration and a fraternal meal. 
 
With the Province of Belgium and the Neth-
erlands, we return to the situation that existed 
before 1945, when there was the Belgian 
Province, with houses in Belgium and the 
Netherlands.  Because of the Second World 
War, the Oblates in the Netherlands were cut 
off from the rest of the province and func-
tioned, for all practical purposes, as an 
autonomous province.  After the war, on the 
4 December 1945, the Province of Holland 
was established. 
 
In 1956 (24 September) the Province of Bel-
gium was divided into two provinces, accord-
ing to the regional languages: South Belgium 
(French-speaking) and North Belgium 
(Dutch-speaking). 
 
These three provinces experienced a period 
of growth, not only in numbers but also in 
missionary activity, in their own countries 
and in the foreign missions.  But for the past 
fifteen years, there has been practically no re-
cruitment.  Thus, the number of Oblates has 
decreased as their ages increased.  Many of 
the brethren are still involved in ministry, 

even in the “hot spots” of society and of the 
Church, but even there, energies are decreas-
ing and the problems of age and health are 
appearing.  It is necessary, therefore, to join 
our forces so that we can, as needed, wel-
come back our missionaries from other prov-
inces.  Actually, more than sixty Oblates, 
originally from Belgium or the Netherlands, 
are missionaries outside of Europe. 
 
In 2003, the first merger took place: North 
Belgium and the Netherlands became the 
Province of Netherlands-Flanders.  Two 
years later, the French part of Belgium 
(having become the Delegation of South Bel-
gium) became part of this merger, which be-
came the Province of Belgium and the Neth-
erlands. 
 
The Province has 137 members, divided into 
three sectors: South Belgium with 46 Oblates 
(of whom one is in an overseas mission), 
Flanders with 54 Oblates and the Netherlands 
with 37 Oblates (of whom six are in overseas 
missions).  There are 14 houses or residences: 
5 in South Belgium; 6 in Flanders; 3 in the 
Netherlands.  Sixty-five Oblates have a per-
sonal address, of whom several are grouped 
in district communities.  There is no one in 
first formation. 
 
The provincial council has six members, two 
for each sector.  In each sector, one of the 
councillors is responsible for the whole sec-
tor.  For his own sector, he is the delegate of 
the provincial for ordinary business and he 
has the role of animator and of contact with 
the members in the sector.  He has a commit-
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tee of consulters, including the other council-
lor and one or two other members.  The pro-
vincial is present for all meetings of these 
committees. 
 
The provincial of the new province is Fr. 
Georges VERVUST, OMI. For Flanders, the 
councillors are Daniel DELABIE and Fons 
VAN LOENHOUT; for the Netherlands, 
Gerard VAN DE BEUKEN and Jan 
JANSEN; for Southern Belgium, François 
DUPONT and Charles COX.  The provincial 
office is located in Korbeek-Lo, Belgium.   
 
The sectors other than the one where the pro-
vincial bursar resides have a sector bursar 
who takes care of ordinary business, in con-
junction with the provincial bursar.  This is 
necessary because of the differences between 
the laws of the Netherlands and Belgium, and 
even within Belgium, between the different 
regions. 
 
In the statutes of the Province of Belgium and 
the Netherlands, its specific mission is de-
scribed as follows:  “to provide suitable and 

appropriate care for all Oblates when age and 
health diminish their human and material re-
sources; to support them in their missionary 
projects for the local Church and in carrying 
out their commitment to the Oblate mission 
throughout the world.” 
 
This mission is realized in the following pri-
orities: 

• Support for and solidarity with the 
members of the Province in their differ-
ent missionary and pastoral commit-
ments. 

• Adequate and professional brotherly 
help according to the needs of their 
health and age. 

• Proper administration of the temporal 
goods of the Province to achieve the 
priorities mentioned above and to share 
the surplus with the Oblates who work 
among the poor and abandoned persons 
in other countries. 

•    Facilitate ways of collaborating with 
the laity. 

(Georges Vervust, OMI) 
 

ROME 
Orientation for Major Superiors 
 
From October 31 until November 12, the 
General House hosted an Orientation Session 
for Major Superiors in the Congregation.  
Fourteen provincials and delegation superiors 
took part in the session that was planned and 
animated by Fathers Eugene KING, OMI, 
Vicar General; Federico LABAGLAY, OMI, 
General Councillor for Asia-Oceania; and 
Rufus WHITLEY, OMI, General Treasurer. 
 
These sessions are held periodically to allow 
recently appointed major superiors the oppor-
tunity to become familiar with the working of 
the General Administration; to help them bet-
ter understand their own ministry of admini-
stration and animation in the context of the 
world-wide Congregation; and to offer them 
the opportunity to get to know each other and 

 

General Administration 

other Oblate Units. 
 
After hearing a report on the present state of 
the Congregation, the participants each made 
a presentation about his own Unit.  Other top-
ics for discussion included: government 
structures at the service of mission and reli-
gious apostolic life; personnel in function of 
mission and religious apostolic priorities; re-
cruitment and formation of new members; 
management of resources and finances; and 
the mutual relationships between provinces 
and delegations. 
 
Taking part in this all English-speaking ses-
sion were the following Oblate major superi-
ors: Andri ATMAKA (Indonesia); Stuart 
BATE (Natal); Ramon BERNABE 
(Philippines); André BOYER (Lacombe); 
Fernando DE LA PAZ (Spain); Louis 
L O U G E N  ( U S A ) ;  P a u l  M A R X 
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(Scandinavia); Patrick McGRATH (Brazil 
Central); Emile MOTEAPHALA (Lesotho); 
Joseph PHIRI (Zambia); Gilberto PIÑON 
(Mexico); Miguel PIPOLO (Brazil); Victor 
SANTOYO (Peru); Angelo SIANI (Japan). 

Another session, primarily in French, is 
planned for March 20 until April 1, 2006. 

 

EUROPE 

POLAND 
Blessed Father Joseph Cebula, Patron 
of the Minor Seminary in Markowice 
 
The Polish Province has had a minor semi-
nary at Markowice, unofficially since 1953, 
and officially since 1957.  On September 17, 
at the request of the Markowice community, 
the provincial, Fr. Teodor JOCHEM, pro-
claimed Blessed Father Joseph CEBULA to 
be the patron of this seminary and he blessed 
his statue in front of the house.  It seems that 
one could not find a better patron for the 
seminary than an Oblate who had been one of 
the first juniors of the minor seminary 
founded by the Polish Oblates at the begin-
ning of the province.  He had barely begun 
his second year of philosophy when he was 
named a teacher at the Oblate minor seminary 
at Lubliniec, and later its superior for six 
years.  In 1937, he became the superior and 
novice master at Markowice and it was there 
that he began his Way of the Cross that took 
him to a martyr’s death at Mauthausen. 
 
The statue presents Father Cebula as an edu-
cator of future Oblates and that is why he is 
showing to a student the Oblate cross.  At the 
foot of the statue, there has been placed a 
stone brought from the quarry of 
Mauthausen. 
 
Thus Father Joseph will be able to continue 
his role as educator of the next generations of 
Oblates. 
 
FRANCE 
Charles de Foucauld and the Oblates 
at Sacred Heart of Montmartre 
 
The November 13 beatification of Father 
Charles de Foucauld is an appropriate mo-

ment to recall his connections with the Basil-
ica of the Sacred Heart of Montmartre in 
Paris.  The Oblates were the first chaplains of 
the basilica and Cardinal GUIBERT, OMI, 
was its very active patron.  Father REY ar-
rived there in 1876, accompanied by Father 
Alfred YENVEUX.  The Oblate community 
was forced to leave Montmartre in 1903 
when French laws outlawed and disbanded 
religious congregations.  The diocese of Paris 
then took responsibility for the basilica. 
 
This is an excerpt from the well-documented 
book of Fr. Jacques Benoist: The Sacred 
Heart of Montmartre.  From 1870 to our 
days. (Le Sacré-Cœur de Montmartre. De 
1870 à nos jours) 
 
“Shortly after his conversion, during the vast 
campaign for consecrations (to the Sacred 
Heart) in 1889 (The campaign was begun by 
Fr. VOIRIN.  In that year, the shrine gathered 
500,000 consecrations, including those of 
100,000 families.), Viscount de Foucauld 
also consecrated himself to the Heart of Jesus 
on June 6 in his parish, St. Augustine.  The 
documents filled out by each of the faithful 
were bound together in one volume at Sacred 
Heart on June 21. 
 
“His devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
grew as his vocation deepened.  On May 16, 
1900, he wrote to Fr. Huvelin and repeated 
his request to “the bishop of Montmartre” (a 
charming title for the Cardinal-Archbishop of 
Paris, showing his well-known attachment to 
the national shrine), Archbishop Richard, to 
wear the habit of a “hermit of the Sacred 
Heart.”  Brother Charles wants to be alone, 
but he does not want to isolated.   n May 8, 
1902, he had the rule of the Confraternity of 
the Sacred Heart put into the register at 
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Montmartre (mailed from Beni- Abbès, North 
Africa); this affiliation with the national 
Archconfraternity of the Promise is number 
619 in the register. 
 
“But this confraternity was not enough for 
him.  He wanted to be part of the priests’ 
group founded by Fr. Yenveux.  In the Bulle-
tin of Auguts 21, 1902, there is the letter from 
a ‘devoted missionary in  Africa’ dated April 
16, 1902.  ‘I have received the material about 
the Priests-Apostles of the Sacred heart…’ A 
few months later, there was the publication of 
“An Act of Consecration of the Mission of 
French Sahara to the Sacred Heart, done on 
the feast of St. Joseph, March 19, 1902, at 
Ghardaïa du Mzab.’  But the contacts did not 
stop there.  Brother Charles of Jesus, mission-
ary at Beni-Abbès, Sahara Oranais, on De-
cember 18, 1902, wrote again.  His letter was 
published twice.  He speaks of his sorrow at 
seeing this great country and all its people in 
the dark and still deprived of the light that 
shone at Christmas.  
 
In his notebooks found at Beni-Abbès, on 
January8, 1903, he wrote again: ‘I received 
yesterday an important letter from Father 
Yenveux, one of the chaplains at Montmartre.  
He is announcing a congress of Priests-
Apostles on January 14 and he is planning to 
speak there in favor of Marocco.  He wants 
me to send a telegram and a letter… Begin-
ning of discussions with Montmartre about 
Margaret… I am placing, as much as possi-
ble, the evangelization of Maroccok, and Ma-
rocco itself, under the protection of Blessed 
Margaret Mary, suggesting her as the patron 
of Marocco, as much as I am able…’  
 
“For this congress, Brother Charles sent to Fr. 
Yenveux a seven-page appeal in favor of the 
conversion of Marocco through prayer and 
penance, and through the coming of mission-
aries and religious sisters.  Furthermore, he 
wanted to take part in a petition ‘out of grati-
tude to Montmartre…for placing the Blessed 
Sacrament at Tamanrasset on September 8, 
1905.’  Finally, while he was in Paris, he 
went up to spend a night in adoration at the 
bsilica, taking with him Louis Massignon and 

Fr. Huvelin.  It will be necessary still to fix 
the date of his last pilgrimage to the  Sacred 
Heart of Montmartre.  These dozen or so con-
tacts around 1900 (and there might be others) 
between Father de Foucauld and the basilica 
shed light both on this exceptional person and 
this extraordinary shrine.”  (Michel Courvois-
ier, OMI) 
 
ROMANIA 
A joyful experience of ecumenism 
 
The Oblate prenovices in Romania had an 
experience of “ecumenism in action” dur-
ing the past summer in the city of Roman.  
They organized a “camp” for children and 
adolescents of an Orthodox parish.  Next to 
a hospital that belongs to the Orthodox par-
ish, for fifteen days the prenovices enter-
tained the youngsters with the usual things 
that happen at a camp: songs, dance, skits, 
visits to the city, and some liturgies in the 
adjoining Orthodox church.  Some of the 
Romanian Oblate scholastics who are 
studying in Italy were on hand to help.  
Even some of the patients in the adjacent 
hospital joined in the singing and dancing 
with the children. 
 
Who knows?  This may be a unique experi-
ence of Catholics being of service to an Or-
thodox parish.  But the Oblates in Romania 
believe that this is how ecumenism hap-
pens: living, playing, singing, and praying 
together. 
 
 

The path to the full communion desired 
by Jesus for his disciples entails, with 
true docility to what the Spirit says to 
the Churches, courage, gentleness, 
firmness and hope, in order to reach our 
goal. Above all, it requires persistent 
prayer and with one heart, in order to 
obtain from the Good Shepherd the gift 
of unity for his flock. 

 — Pope Benedict XVI 
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KOREA 
A basket of red strawberries 
 
With a basket of red strawberries and wearing 
a bright red pullover, on the road for a long 
time… I am not going to tell you the story of 
“Little Red Riding Hood,” but about my re-
cent visit to Mira.  In this story, there is also a 
dark forest and a ferocious wolf that devours 
so many innocent and helpless young people. 
 
During my last visit to Mira, a beautiful girl, 
32 years old, she had told me of her great de-
sire to eat some strawberries.  So here I am 
now, with my basket of strawberries, on the 
way to the provincial psychiatric hospital, 
where 2500 guests are gently confined as if in 
a great prison.  The place, which resembles a 
huge, dark, and sinister jungle, hides within 
itself a terrible ogre called “mental illness,” 
which devours without mercy so many young 
lives.  Mira is still 
beautiful, even 
without make-up, 
wearing her uni-
form – faded pyja-
mas – that the hos-
pital makes every-
one wear.  When 
she tells me her 
story, I remember the faces of so many other 
friends that I have met in these corridors. 
 
One story is like so many others: a poor fam-
ily (I never knew whether they were poor be-
cause the father drank or if the father drank 
because they were poor), memories of an 
abused mother, violent arguments, and 
bruises on the face that lasted for weeks. 
Then one day, the mother, worn out by this 
non-life, left without a word.  The father, left 
by himself, remarried.  The step-mother 
moved in with her son and lots of demands. 
 
The son claimed the right to all her affection 
and attention, but for Mira and her brother, 
there were beatings and punishments and in-

adequate meals, so much so that the older 
brother, disgusted and angry, slammed the 
door, never to be heard of again.  Mira was a 
fragile little girl, both physically and psycho-
logically.  She could not handle this situation 
and the first psychological problems surfaced 
when she was barely 14.  So she began her 
painful journey, from one hospital to another.  
The situation only got worse to the point that 
her parents, helpless, according to them, 
brought her to the psychiatric hospital, prom-
ising to visit her every week and to bring her 
home when her treatment was finished. 
 
Eighteen years have passed and she has never 
seen their faces again.  She has remained a 
prisoner in this dark hole, and slowly, the ter-
rible monster, depression, has destroyed her 
young spirit.  Today at least she will be able 
to eat with pleasure some red, red strawber-
ries. 

 
The minibus swal-
lows up the kilome-
tres that take me 
away from the hos-
p i ta l  and  my 
thoughts run wild 
within me.  How far 
our modern society 

is from any thought of Jesus who taught us to 
love the poor, the little ones, the abandoned, 
the sinners!  Society is only interested in the 
powerful, the rich, the beautiful, and the cun-
ning who know how to succeed.  Jesus, on 
the other hand, has sent us, as good shep-
herds, to look for the lost sheep, wounded, 
abandoned on the rocks and twisting and dif-
ficult pathways of life.  Often we prefer to 
stay in the sheep pen, well-protected, well-
furnished, with our faithful friends, away 
from the uncertainties of a dangerous and 
broken world. 
 
Perhaps it’s because for so many years al-
ready I find myself exploring the crossroads 
of life, with their dangers, far from the com-

 

Asia-Oceania 

 
Society is only interested in the powerful, the rich, 
the beautiful, and the cunning who know how to suc-
ceed.  Jesus, on the other hand, has sent us, as good 
shepherds, to look for the lost sheep, wounded, 
abandoned on the rocks and twisting and difficult 
pathways of life.   
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fort of the sheep pen, that I resent so much 
the cries of pain, the tears of despair of so 
many men and women who are begging for a 
hand that will wrap their festering wounds, 
who will touch them in their devastating 
loneliness, who will have a word of comfort 
in their terrible suffering, a glass of milk for 
their little children, a fistful of rice for their 
hunger pangs.  
 
So I make myself a beggar in the name of 
these brothers and I knock on the fancy doors 
of the rich.  But when I hear them say that 
“unfortunately, the economy is not good and 
there is nothing to give,” while from inside 
the house I hear the sounds and laughter of 
their sumptuous meals; and when they add, 
“The GNP is not growing and we are going to 
have to cut back on social programs,” while 
billions of Euros are there, ready to finance 
cruel, selfish and greedy wars, then I become 
furious. 
 
I don’t play any longer this hypocritical and 
deceitful game. I don’t want any longer an 
extravagant, high-tech and costly army to de-
fend the power of the rich.  I want social 
workers and a humane treatment centre for 
my poor Mira.  I don’t want these sailboat 
races that cost millions with the excuse of de-
fending national glory, only to amuse the 
powerful and some bored entrepreneurs.  
What I want is a bowl of rice for my hungry 
friends who live on the streets.  I don’t want 
an expensive and bureaucratic political ma-
chine that always has abundant and useable 
funds.  I want a family for little Sabina, aban-
doned by her parents.  (Vincenzo BORDO, 
OMI) 
 
INDONESIA 
Islam-Catholic Dialogue 
 
Two Islamic students recently invited Fr. 
Charlie BURROWS, OMI, to address a semi-
nar on the topic of Religion and Science upon 
the occasion of the opening of a library at an 
Islamic Boarding/Religion school in Cigaru, 
Majenang, Indonesia.   
 
Fr. Charlie had recently seen a TV interview 

with an Australian physicist, who, when 
asked whether be believed in God, responded 
that he did not believe in the God preached in 
churches on Sunday mornings, because in his 
studies and research, he had discovered a 
much more wonderful, amazing, infinitely 
complex, interesting, spell binding, and awe-
inspiring God.  This God could not be encap-
sulated in mere human words and defied 
every possible analysis or definition.   
In a subsequent Sunday homily, Fr. Charlie 
told his congregation that they needed to go 
out and find this wonderful, amazing, infi-
nitely complex, interesting, spell-binding, and 
awe-inspiring God through their first-hand 
experience.  They needed to have a personal 
experience of this God. 
 
It was this idea that inspired him as he went 
to speak at the seminar.  Mindful that one of 
the main daily chants of Islam is “Allahu Ak-
bar” – God is immense – Fr. Charlie tried to 
explain how the scientist not only saw “God 
in creation” but, in giving his heartfelt atten-
tion to studying creation, he “enjoyed” God’s 
creation and saw God reflected in it.   
 
During the 1998-2000 economic crisis in In-
donesia, some preachers were alleging that 
God was angry with the Indonesian people 
and was punishing them for their sins by this 
crisis.  In his talk to his Islamic audience, the 
Oblate missionary countered with a focus on 
the idea of the immensity of God as reflected, 
not only in creation at large, but in each indi-
vidual in the room.  In humility, we need to 
admit that each one’s perception of God is 
immensely deficient and that each time we 
talk of God, we should ask forgiveness for 
being so deficient.  He went on to point out 
that religion without faith is dangerous, and 
faith can be attained only in humility. 
 
He states, “I managed to talk for the half-hour 
asked of me and there were smiles all around 
and the atmosphere was one of openness and 
respect of each other’s beliefs. No one could 
possibly reject the God, who is God, the God 
of that particular scientist.” 
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PARAGUAY 
The first Catholics among the 
indigenous Angaité 
 
The Church continues to grow in the presence 
of the Missionary Oblates in the Chaco of 
Paraguay. 
 
In 1940, there was the first baptism of the 
native Nivaclé people; in 1994, of the 
Enenlhet; in 1996, of the Sanapaná.  Now an 
extended catechumentate in the Angaité 
community of Santo Domingo has borne 
fruit.  On October 30, the anniversary of the 
death of a missionary of the Chaco, Father 
José SEELWISCHE, OMI, Father Miguel 
FRITZ, OMI, was able to baptize a first 
group of adults and children from the 
Angaité. 
 
It was a long hoped for moment, involving 
much patience and various obstacles.  The 
missionary plan for the Church in Paraguay 
foresees a pre-kerygmatic phase. The 
community itself must take the first steps.  
For many years, the contact consisted only of 
friendly visits.  It was not by chance that the 
community had to return to its cultural 
memory and celebrate, after a long interval of 
time, a traditional feast in order to enter into 
an interreligious dialogue. 
 
Now the Church is much richer because she 
has within her fold a community of 
indigenous Angaité. 
 
FRENCH GUIANA 
With the Brazilian immigrants, 
searching for gold 
 
Father Elie LA GRILLE, a French Oblate, 
and a long-time missionary in Brazil, 
presently is a member of the Oblate 
community in French Guiana.  He is the 
pastor of St. Elias, an isolated town in the 
heart of the forest, with illegal Brazilians 
making up nearly 90% of its residents.  They 
are drawn there by the many veins of gold 

that are located in the surrounding forest.  
They try to keep this as quiet as possible so 
as not to attract other gold hunters… and also 
to sidestep the police. 
 
The Brazilians take refuge in Guiana to 
escape the economic difficulties in their 
country, lured by the possibility of finding 
gold.  All they have to do is to cross the 
Oyapock River and they are there, as long as 
they avoid the police patrols. 
 
Once they are there, it is the law of the 
jungle, “each one for himself.” In the gold 
mines, the work is very difficulty, not only 
because of the long days but also because of 
the rough conditions.  But they never become 
discouraged: the gold makes all their 
sacrifices worthwhile.  At any cost, they must 
be able to give to their families still in Brazil 
a better quality of life.   
 
There is a certain number of organizations 
trying to help them.  Among them, the 
Church plays a special role.  Fr. LaGrille 
shares this strange life with the Brazilian 
community.  He tries to gather them regularly 
to socialize and connect with one another.  
Only the Mass lets them come together.  
Brazilians are above all a passionate people; 
their faith helps them feel worthwhile.  (from 
« Eglise en Guyane », October, 2005) 
 
URUGUAY 
A small but lively delegation 
 
After their annual retreat preached by Fr. 
Paolo ARCHIATI, Assistant General, the 
Delegation of Uruguay is ready to live 
another year with enthusiasm and zeal. 
 
The delegation was recently enhanced by the 
arrival of two Oblate priests from Poland, 
Mario BOSEK and Damián DYBALA, and 
by two scholastics in regency, David 
MUÑOZ from Spain and Carmine 
MARRONE from Italy. 
However, the Delegation’s vehicles are about 

 

Latin America 
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at the end of their journey.  A little truck has 
seen its last days and the others are showing 
the effects of long service and many, many 
kilometres.  But it will take more than that to 
discourage the superior of the Delegation, Fr. 
Pippo MAMMANA.  “With the trucks,” he 
said, “we’ve lost some of our comfort and 
that’s good.  What should we do?  We know 
very well: work!  How?  In which zone?  
That’s easy: give a strong push to our youth 
work and vocations; create communities; 
look for leaders; set up centres for youth to 
form them in the Christian life and provide a 
future for the parishes.” 
 
The team of missionaries has another 
important item in the Delegation program.  It 
foresees sending a missionary proposal to all 
the parish pastors of the country. 
 
And last but not least, we mention the base 
ecclesial communities (BEC), which are 
essential for the formation of the laity and the 
growth of the Church.  “I was impressed 
during a visit to Rome,” continues Pippo, “by 

the churches of Santa Maria in Trastevere, St. 
Chrysogonus, and St. Cecilia, built in the 
neighbourhood of the workers and the poor, 
near the Vatican cemetery, which was also a 
cemetery for the poor.  These churches arose 
from the homes where the first Christians 
gathered.  The BEC are also the homes where 
the Church is being built today. 
 
Pippo identifies the following challenges for 
the Delegation: to be able to use modern 
technologies, such as the Internet, its forums 
and its “chat rooms,” as a more immediate 
way of communicating with youth and with 
our Oblate communities; to be a “father” for 
those parents who are separated and for those 
who suffer and who find it difficult to 
manage in this world that moves so quickly; 
to overcome uncertainties thanks to a faith 
centred on the word of God; to work with 
those who are labouring for a solidarity that 
excludes no one; and to find symbols capable 
of “sacramentalising” our world.  
 

 

Canada-United States 

UNITED STATES 
Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, installed as 
new president of Oblate School of 
Theology. 
 
On October 21, Fr. Louis LOUGEN, OMI, 
the Provincial of the United States Province, 
presided at a Vesper Service for the installa-
tion of OST’s new president, Fr. Ron Rol-
heiser, OMI.  
 
Singing and music was lead by San Antonio’s 
Assumption Seminary choir and other stu-
dents of OST. The homily was given by Fr. 
Pat GUIDON, a past president.  Fr. Rolheiser 
takes the place of Fr. William MORELL, 
OMI, who is now the Vicar Provincial for the 
United States Province. 
 
The sun was just setting on a pleasantly warm 
San Antonio evening as the faculty of OST, 

in their flowing academic robes, processed 
into the packed Immaculate Conception 
Chapel to the accompaniment of the organ 
and a brass ensemble. Guests included Fr. 
Marcel DUMAIS, General Councillor for the 
Canada-U.S. Region and other Oblates from 
across the country. 
 
Fr. Warren BROWN, OMI, who has been 
Executive President for the past year pre-
sented Fr. Rolheiser with a scroll containing 
the mission vision of OST. Fr. Rolheiser read 
aloud the statement. In his address, he quoted 
the famous Dutch theologian Schillebeecks, 
“What one person dreams alone remains a 
dream. What one dreams together with others 
can become a reality.” Fr. Rolheiser used this 
quotation to invite all present to dream to-
gether, to work and pray together to make 
OST a school of theology second to none that 
serves people of all races, colors, and creeds. 
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“This celebration,” he said, “is not about me; 
it is about our shared dream for OST.” 
 
A native of Western Canada, the new presi-
dent is a well-known lecturer and writer. His 
books are popular throughout the English-
speaking world and his weekly column is car-
ried by more than fifty newspapers world-
wide. For most of the 28 years of his priest-
hood, he taught philosophy at Newman Theo-
logical College in Edmonton, Alberta, Can-
ada. From 1998 until 2004, he served as the 
General Councillor for Canada in the Oblate 
General Administration. 
 
CANADA 
“Why not for God?” 
 
The Edmonton Journal has given us permis-
sion to use this article that appeared in their 
Sunday, August 28, 2005, edition.   
 
Father Camillo PROSDOLCIMO grabbed the 
young native woman's arm and pleaded with 
her not to run out the door and take her life. 
"I say, 'Don't do it, please. You are my sis-
ter,'” the 77-year-old Italian-born priest re-
calls. “She answers me not polite.” Then she 
leaves. 
 
The Oblate priest had brought the troubled 
woman back from the University of Alberta 
Hospital after she was stabbed in the neck 
during a wild fight in the downtown core. 
Under the influence of potent painkillers, she 
loudly and profanely insisted doctors release 
her immediately after emergency surgery. 
When they resisted she demanded they phone 
"my priest," and gave them the phone num-
ber. 
 
Father Camillo knew the woman well from 
his 20 years working with her people in the 
dreadfully poor and isolated First Nations re-
serve in Assumption, 1,000 kilometres north 
of Edmonton. She is one of countless thou-
sands of native people he has dedicated his 
life to helping and treating as family. 
 
"She was very young when she took off from 
Assumption," he recalls in a soft and gentle 

voice. "She made her life in Edmonton on the 
street, getting into all kinds of sorrowful inci-
dents and habits and circumstances, and I met 
her by chance on 97th Street and we recon-
nected. I said, 'Your mom and your dad, your 
sisters and brothers still love you.'" 
 
When the painkillers wore off that day, and 
the agonizing waves of pains washed over 
her, she became inconsolable, however. She 
swore and pounded on the walls and insisted 
she wanted to die. Then she shoved him away 
and left. Father Camillo attempted to get the 
police and social workers involved, but de-
spaired of her fate. 
 
"I went back to my room and there was no 
way I could think or pray or read a Bible," he 
says. "That evening I went to bed and I wasn't 
pleased with God, with myself, with every-
thing. The next day I sat down at my desk 
and the Bible was there and I said, 'I don't 
read. Not yet ready.'" 
 
Finally, the phone rang. "A voice loud and 
clear said, 'I didn't do it -- because you care 
for me.' "That was a great moment," he says 
with passion. "A great, great moment, and 
that is the value of being what I am. I asked 
to work for God and he gave me big work 
and I like it, even when it is rough." 
 
It has often been rough for Father Camillo, 
who grew up in a loving but poor family of 
wagon makers in northern Italy and stunned 
his parents by deciding to join the Oblate or-
der. 
 
An hour in the company of a man like Father 
Camillo is like a glimpse into an older, less 
selfish time. A time when many young men 
and women would humbly give up virtually 
every earthly pleasure if they felt the call of 
God. Very few are willing to make such sac-
rifices today. 
 
"At the moment of deciding which direction 
at the university I will take, I wanted to be a 
mechanic or engineer, it came simple in my 
mind a question: Why not for God?" he says. 
Father Camillo never planned to be a priest. 
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He only expected to dedicate his skills as a 
blacksmith and general handyman to the or-
der to help build schools and churches and 
homes. He was later persuaded to join the 
priesthood and sent to Canada in 1961 to 
work with First Nations people. 
 
He still vividly remembers arriving in Mont-
real and travelling by train to Edmonton. 
"I knew I was going to a mission but I had 
never seen the face of an Indian or heard a 
word of their language," Father Camillo says. 
 
In the middle of the night while crossing the 
great Prairies the train stopped and he peeked 
out the window to see what was happening.  
"I lifted the curtain and saw people crossing 
the tracks, young people," he says. "My heart 
jumped and I said, 'These are my people.' It 
was the Indians of Saskatchewan. Honestly, I 
felt something that was beyond me, bigger 
than me. I felt like I already connected with 
them." 
 
Even though he didn't speak a word of Eng-
lish or Cree, he was soon helped into the back 
of a truck and sent north to Grouard. It was 
December and though he was given warm 
clothes, he still froze his feet riding in the 
open truck. "Slowly I got the message, what 
was Canada," he says with a laugh. 
 
The Oblates put him to work and the local In-
dians warmly accepted him and began help-
ing him to learn Cree. In the spring he gave 
his first sermon in simple Cree, with their 
help. "The Indians helped me because I had 
to speak about the Good Shepherd. I couldn't 
remember the word for sheep. I called over 
one of the boys and I draw on the paper a 
funny-looking goat," he recalls. 
 
His next stop was Cadotte Lake where he and 
his First Nations brothers and sisters built the 
church that is still used there today. 
 
"I loved Cadotte because it became like my 
first family," he says. "Even after 40 years 
the people still keep calling me and visiting." 
 
His greatest challenge may have been his two 

decades in Assumption, however. "That be-
came my second family," he explains. "I 
shared their suffering. I shared their trage-
dies. The drunkenness, the fighting, the sui-
cides. I was part of them. I was one of them. I 
cried with them." 
 
In practical terms he brought his skill and 
hard work as a blacksmith and builder. In 
emotional and religious terms he brought his 
unconditional love and forgiveness -- plus the 
example of his devotion to God. 
 
An image from a dream, of many people 
walking together, encapsulates his vision of 
his mission there. "We were walking together 
and I felt to yell to those who were too lazy. 
They sit in the ditch. So that is my mission. 
To walk with you and if I can, to encourage 
you to get up and walk. We are going home. 
We are all going home." 
 
He remembers the day Canadian census offi-
cials came to the reserve to count and record 
all the names and noticed a white man work-
ing in the yard near the band office. "'Who is 
that man?' they asked the band secretary. 
'That's Father,' she replied. 'What is his 
name?' they inquired. 'I don't know,' she re-
plied, 'just father.' Then they asked 'how long 
has he been here?' She replied, 'forever.'" 
 
To Father Camillo, that says everything. "It's 
the small things that fill my heart," he says, 
softly fingering the large cross that hangs 
from his neck. "That was a touch of gentle-
ness, of truth, of joy. It was a reward." 
 
Later he was moved to Edmonton, where he 
worked with First Nations inmates at the re-
mand centre and Edmonton Institution. That's 
how he bumped into the young woman from 
Assumption whom he helped to convince not 
to commit suicide. 
 
Today he is almost certainly on his final mis-
sion, in Saddle Lake. He vividly recalls the 
tears he cried when a particularly talented and 
promising young boy killed himself there, af-
ter the girl he loved left him for another boy. 
Father Camillo realized there was an empti-
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ness in the boy's heart. When it was broken, 
there was nothing to fall back on. 
 
"What do you put in that heart in the time you 
are here?" he asks. "That is my feeling. The 
strength I give them, to strengthen them to 
stand up, to have value, to have respect." 
 
He says times have changed and it's much 
harder for priests to relate to and help young 
First Nations people today. "I feel that the 
spirit is different," he says. "A different ap-

proach is needed." 
And what has he brought to the many First 
Nations people he has lived with and 
worked with for the past 44 years? 
"Myself," he replies directly. "As I was. As 
I am. I never thought of myself as an evan-
gelizer or teacher. I was there as a black-
smith, as a carpenter, as a truck driver, as a 
nurse, as a friend. All the goodwill that is in 
my heart. I have tried to offer that."  
 
 

 

Africa-Madagascar 

ZAMBIA 
Fr. Joseph Phiri, OMI, invited to UN 
retreat 
 
During the United Nations Millennium 
Summit in 2000, an extraordinary agreement 
was reached by world leaders.  They assumed 
the responsibility of trying to achieve a set of 
time-bound and measurable goals for 
combating some of the great problems that 
face the world community.  The eight targets 
for this worldwide effort have come to be 
known as the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG’s).  
 
Fr. Joseph PHIRI, OMI, the Delegation 
Superior of Zambia, was one of 25 persons 
invited by this UN organization to a retreat 
held in Glen Cove, New York, November 14-
16, 2005.  He is one of two African 
representatives called to the gathering that 
assessed the performance of the first phase of 
the MDG campaign (2003-2005). 
 
Fr. Phiri currently serves as chairman of the 
MDG Board in his home country.  He has 
been the Oblate superior in Zambia since 
February, 2005. 
 
Born in Malawi, he moved to Zambia as a 
child and was in the second group of pre-
novices to enter Oblate formation there.  
After completing his studies in Cedara, South 
Africa, he was ordained in 1998.  Before 

becoming Delegation Superior, he served in 
parishes in Lukulu and in Kalabo.  In both 
parishes, he experienced many hours of 
travel to the many out-stations that make up 
the parishes. 
 
He feels that one of the keys to the success 
of the MDG program is the involvement of 
the people themselves.  “Without the 
support of the people, it will remain just 
talk.  There has to be a way for the people 
to become involved so that they can 
question their government. Is the 
government going to use the money it 
receives in aid to help the people? The 
people need to demand that the government 
meets its promises.” 
 
He further states: “We need to raise 
awareness in terms of trade imbalances.  
Our role, in the bush especially, where the 
people are taken advantage of, is important. 
They don’t get proper compensation for the 
things that they produce.  They are 
exploited. I think we should begin by 
raising in them the awareness that the 
money which they are given is not nearly 
what they are supposed to get.” 
 
“Of course,” he says, “there is opposition. 
When you talk about these things, you are 
seen as a political grouping.  When you try 
to question the role of the elected people, 
you are seen as undermining them or in 
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60TH Anniversaries of Vows 
1946.01.06      08113           Fr. John Ngubane                                               Natal 
1946.01.25      08102           Fr. Jozef Pielorz                                                  Pologne 

50TH Anniversaries of Vows 
1956.01.06      10068           Msgr.Bernard Mohlalisi                                     Lesotho 
1956.01.06      10069           Fr. Alexander Motanyane                                   Lesotho 
1956.01.06      10071           Fr. Simon Rampeo                                              Lesotho 
1956.01.25      10070           Fr. Albert Cimon                                                Notre-Dame-du-Cap 

50TH Anniversaries of Ordinations 
1956.01.08      08779           Fr. Lino Maddalena    Italie 

25TH Anniversaries of Vows 
1981.01.06      12769           Fr. Peter Letsatsi                                                 Lesotho 
1981.01.06      12700           Fr. Thomas Molomo Letsepe                             Lesotho 
1981.01.06      12699           Fr. Odilon Chevrier Lijo                                     Lesotho 
1981.01.06      12701           Fr. Joseph-Gerard Motsei Moeketsi                   Lesotho 
1981.01.26      12578           Fr. Jakobus Bostander                                        Namibia 
1981.01.26      12586           Fr. Mark Hay                                                      Natal 
1981.01.26      12907           Fr. Emmanuel Maphoma Mosoeu                      Central S. A. 
1981.01.26      12585           Fr. Jabulani Allison Mtolo                                 Natal 
1981.01.26      12771           Fr. Christopher Richmond                                  Natal 

 

Anniversaries for January 2006 

opposition to them.  They say, ‘You are 
supposed to preach the gospel.  You’re not 
supposed to do that.’” 
 
The Oblates in Zambia are organizing Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation 
Commissions within the parishes where they 
minister.  They hope to raise the 
consciousness of their parishioners about the 
MDG program and urge the people to work 
toward those goals. 
 
The United Nation’s MDG goals are the 
following: 
1.) Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 
2.) Achieve universal primary education. 
3.) Promote gender equality and promote 
women. 
4.) Reduce child mortality. 
5.) Improve maternal health. 
6.) Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other 
diseases. 
7.) Ensure environmental sustainability. 

NIGERIA 
Oblate victims of assault 
 
On the night of 18-19 October, Fathers 
Jacques OMPEY, Expétit KOYE and the re-
cently ordained Paulin BEWA were victims 
of an assault by heavily armed bandits in the 
Oblate community of Jos.  The thieves took 
everything they could carry: money, com-
puter, telephones, watches, flashlights.  
Thanks be to God, there was no loss of hu-
man life as could well have happened.  “In 
spite of everything,” they say, “our courage is 
not shaken in this mission of Nigeria.” 
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BATE Stuart (Natal): Understanding Human 
Society. An introduction for the general 
reader to the disciplines of Sociology, 
Economics, Political Science and Cultural 
Anthropology that aims to help people 
understand the social forces that affect their 
lives. Paulines Publications Africa, Nairobi, 
2003, 127 pp. 
 
BOUDENS Robrecht (1920-2003) : 
Invitation à la bonté (An Invitation to 
Goodness). French translation of the original 
Dutch Over liefhebben en goed-zijn published 
in 1973. Editions JECTA, Brussels, 86 pp. 
 
BOUDENS Robrecht (1920-2003): La 
richesse de la pauvreté (The Richness of 
Poverty). French translation of the original 
Dutch De weelde van het arm-zijn published 
in 1973. Editions JECTA, Brussels, 92 pp. 
 
CIARDI Fabio (Italy): Un futuro di speranza 
per la vita consacrata (A Future of Hope for 
Consecrated Life). A new reading the 
Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consacrata. 
Ancora, Milan, 2005, 139 pp. 
 
CONTI GULIA Carmelo (Italy): Colei che 
indica la Via (The One Who Shows the 
Way). Meditations on Mary as the guide for 
our life’s journey. Città Nuova, Rome, 2005, 
101 pp. 
 
Lacasse Jean-Paul: Les Innus et le territoire 
(The Inuit and Territory). This book looks at 
the world of Inuit society, its values and 
juridical order at the time of the arrival of the 
Europeans and its subsequent transformation. 
In the light of Canadian law concerning Inuit 
lands, the author suggests some ways to 
solving the related problems. Septentrion, 
Sillery (Quebec), 2004, 276 pp. 
 
MADEJ Andrzej  (Turkmenis tan) : 
Predchuvsvie rassveta (Intuition at dawn). 
Collection of poetry in Russian. Amxadag, 
2005, 144 pp. 

 

BOOKS 

NUÑO LÓPEZ Ángel (Spain): Aportación de 
los Misioneros Oblatos Españoles al 
Nacimiento y Desarrollo de la Misionología 
(Contribution of the Spanish Missionary 
Oblates to the Birth and Development of 
Missiology). Dissertation for the licentiate in 
missiology submitted to the Pontifical 
Gregorian University, Rome, 2005, 140 pp. 
 
O’DONOVAN Richard (Anglo-Irish): Irish 
Oblate Missionaries in Brazil. A history of 
the Anglo-Irish missionaries work in Brazil 
covering the period 1962-2002. It includes a 
selection of letters and reports from the men 
in the field that portray the joys and sorrows 
missionary life in that country. Private 
printing. 332 pp. 
 
PEELMAN Achiel (N.D.-du-Cap): L’Esprit 
est Amérindien (The Spirit is Amerindian). 
The author looks at Amerindian spirituality 
and the place of Christian churches at a time 
described as a cultural renaissance of the First 
Nations in Canada. Médiaspaul, Quebec, 
2004, 157 pp. 
 
Perniola V., S.J. The Catholic Church in Sri 
Lanka. The British Period. Volume IX 1893-
1923. The Diocese of Galle. The Ceylon 
Historical Journal Monograph Series – 
Volume Twenty-Seven. Tisara Press, 
Dehiwala, Sri Lanka, 2004, 672 pp. 
 
PIELORZ Józef (France-Benelux): Józef 
Cebula OMI. Polish translation of the 
biography published earlier in French in the 
collection Oblate Writings II, 6.Misjonarze 
Oblaci Maryi Niepokalanej, Poznań, 2005, 
238 pp. 
 
PIRSON Joseph (N.D.-du-Cap): Aiamieu-
Nikamun Mashinaikan. Translation into the 
Inuit language of the Bible’s 150 Psalms. 
Private printing. 2004, 258 pp. 
 
Polzelli Rolando: Religiosi e laici per la 
missione (Religious and laity for mission). A 
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collection of texts from the writings and 
discourses of Archbishop Marcello ZAGO on 
the role of laity in mission and their relation 
to religious. Private printing, Rome, 2005, 
160 pp. 
 
POWER David N. (United States): Love 
Without Calculation. A Reflection on Divine 
Kenosis. A collection of theological 
reflections in which the author looks to 
kenosis as the key to understanding the gift of 
God given to the world through the missions 
of Word and Spirit, the life of the Church and 
its mission, and the presence of the Divine 
Trinity in history. The Crossroad Publishing 
Company, New York, 2005, 216 pp. 
 

RAKOTONDRAVELO Philibert Alphonse 
(Madagascar): L’Eglise et la démocratie 
(The Church and Democracy). A study of 
the contribution of Pope John Paul II to the 
moral analysis of democracy and the 
implications for the case of Madagascar. 
Dissertation submitted to the Academia 
Alfonsiana for the doctorate in Moral 
Theology. Pontifical Lateran University, 
Rome, 2005, 313 pp. 
 

SKUP Robert (Poland): La Supervisione 
nella direzione spirituale (Supervision in 
Spiritual Direction). Dissertation for the 
licentiate in spiritual theology submitted to 
the Pontifical Teresianum Institute of 
Spirituality. Rome, 2005, 135 pp. 
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NAME PROVINCE BIRTH DIED AT DATE 

Fr. Benoît Paris Manitoba 17/12/1913 Saint-Boniface 15/10/2005 

Fr. Romuald Bernier Notre-Dame-du-Cap 19/02/1919 Richelieu 24/10/2005 

Fr. Vital Bernier Lesotho 13/03/1928  Maseru 28/10/2005 

Bro. Jean-Maurice Cantin Notre-Dame-du-Cap 24/04/1924 Richelieu 08/11/2005 

 

Suffrages for our Deceased 

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them, 
faithfully offering the suffrages prescibed on their behalf.” (const. 43) 
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