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Sahara: Jabara*: It’s worth the effort.
(*Jabara: News sent out for centuries among the desert people, without the help of press, radio,
and TV.)

One of the many inquisitive journalists that passed
through here, notebook and ballpoint poised to take
notes for his “best-seller,” when he was told the sta-
tistics of Christians of every race, language, coun-
try, and color that we know about…only know
about…in these 280,000 square kilometers of what
was once the “Spanish West Sahara,” and is now
the “beloved Southern provinces” of Morocco, and
specifically, the statistics of the Catholics that are in
Laayoune and Dakhla, was unable to hide his sur-
prise in the question he posed: “Is it worth the effort
that you are here?”

Since I doubted that he could understand or that I
would even know how to explain it, I simply an-
swered him by asking a question: is it worth the ef-
fort for the lonely tree to grow on top of a mountain,
or the one on the high plain or in the desert; and
what about the little spring that bubbles up, hidden
in some corner of the planet, especially in the Sa-
hara?  The ones to answer should be the birds, or
the mountain dwellers, or the exhausted travelers,
or the workers in Castile and Andalusia, or the desert
nomads.

Nor is it a surprising question, because some Ob-
lates in the province ask us the same question.  “What
are you doing there?  Why don’t you just come
home?”

But if the example of the tree or the spring does not
convince them or seems childish, the only thing we
can say is that “it all depends…”

It all depends on one’s notion of Church and of the
Mystical Body, the “Great Mystery” of which Pius
XII spoke. We repeat the answer which, according

to what they told us 50 years ago, a little boy in
communist Korea gave to the authorities who told
him that there was no Church and that all the Chris-
tians had gone away:  “I am the Church!”

His answer and idea have special meaning in the
Muslim world, where, as some of them tell us, we
are no more than a drop of water in the ocean, try-
ing to absorb their greatness, connecting with them,
and trying to share their joys and hopes, their dreams
and their disappointments – as the Council says –
and more so now, in the circumstances and ordeals
they are experiencing.  We are not unlike the grain
of salt in the fable, who understood the sea only
when he jumped into it.

We neither measure nor take into account whether
they are the poorest or if they suffer the most. That
would make no sense, because pain and suffering
cannot be measured.  In the Gospel, one does not
read: “Blessed are the poorest…or those who weep
the most…or come to me, you who are most
burdened…or the most persecuted.”  Nor did Christ
raise up those who were the “deadest.”  It only says
“the poor…the burdened…the persecuted.”  Those
are pages from the Gospel that resonate in a special
way in the Sahara ever since the latest events of last
May, well known because of the coverage they had
in all the media, and which continue to this day.

This is the situation in which they have lived for the
past 30 years: the diaspora, and deportation to the
camps of Tinduf.  There is the separation of families
– almost every family has someone there.  There is
poverty and marginalization.  It’s an almost total
obstacle for youth who have no future or feel that
they are in a little boat where “up ahead, there are
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light and dreams; behind, there are hunger and
suffering. To the left and to the right, there are
distant boats with lights on them…and below,
there is death.”  That’s what one of them told us
who, coming home by sea, lost his way in a storm.
Just when he thought he had finally reached the
beaches of Fuerteventura, he discovered that he
was once again in Tarfaya, his point of departure.

Added to all that are the internal fights for political
and economic reasons and the awareness that their
resources (fish and phosphates) are being exploited
– for that is the toll the government is exacting for
the massive development of the housing and logis-
tical infrastructure.

There is disenchantment, disappointment, and lack
of trust for MINURSO – the UN Mission for the
Referendum – which has yet to happen after 15
years of presence in the Sahara, even though one
must recognize that they have been working.  These
are some of the reasons for their feeling that they
have been abandoned by governments and inter-
national organizations: such unhappiness…and such
patience.

The detention, imprisonment, and mistreatment re-
ceived by one of their most distinguished leaders
and a defender of human rights was the spark that
set fire to and provoked their determination and
unleashed the demonstrations, including hunger
strikes.

The people, especially youth, women and even
children, went to the streets late at night in numer-
ous demonstrations, claiming independence and
demanding their rights.  The demonstrations were
put down with violence and without giving it a sec-
ond thought by the security forces, the terrifying
GUS (Urban Security Groups), reinforced by the
army, in an impressive show of force throughout
the whole city, but especially in the most crowded
neighborhoods where the great majority of Saharan
families live.  These had to endure damage and even
destruction of their homes for having left their doors
open so that those who were fleeing in panic from
the security forces could hide.  The forces followed
them all the way in and physically abused them,
even throwing some out the window, according to
the stories one hears.  One woman even gave birth

in the street (to put it delicately).  There were deaths
and many serious injuries that were not treated in
the hospitals, some because they could not go, and
others, because they did not want to go for fear of
being detained and taken to jail, the terrifying  “Black
Jail,” or the jails up North.  Therefore, some of them
had to be taken care of secretly, in private homes or
in the desert, so as not to be found and arrested.

All of that unleashed an impressive unity and soli-
darity movement among the Saharans who have gone
out of their way to help the sick and injured and
needy families.

To all those problems, we should add that of the
sub-Saharan emigrants, or those from other conti-
nents, hidden in the peripheral or remote neighbor-
hoods, among the dunes and the ponds, or among
the cliffs and the hidden beaches, waiting for the
moment to be able to jump in their little boat that will
take them to that “world of light” which they think is
in front of them, “leaving behind hunger and suffer-
ing,” even though down there in the sea, with boats
and lights to the left and right, death is also waiting
for them, as that young man told us.  They are de-
tained in police stations in hazardous conditions, at
the mercy of the charity and the aid of this good
people, until they are “sent away,” one would say.

In this atmosphere, one notices a spirit of unity and
solidarity and a warm understanding, even unspo-
ken.  This spirit is overshadowed only by the empty
stare, the cold shoulder, and the rudeness of the in-
formants and the spies that are there, unfortunately,
sowing fear and mistrust even within families, even
though people generally know who they are.

But over all, there is the sure hope that they will
achieve victory.  For that, they fight and it keeps
them going.

They are in no hurry.  They are counting on the time
factor.  They know how to wait.  They have it in
their blood and who knows? Perhaps it is genetic,
because that is what they have done for centuries as
nomads, with no other clock than waiting.  They
know that the clouds that guide their steps, their
movements, will finally release the long awaited wa-
ter, the gift of God, which is a remedy for its own
deficiency, and which gives new birth to that remark-
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able life which during years of drought pulsates and
blooms in the desert.

That is the world where we find ourselves, seem-
ingly standing alone.  Just as the lonely tree or the
hidden spring are there in case someone needs shade
or a bit of water, there is someone trying quietly to
bear a grain of sand in this dune of  hardships, pov-
erty and punishment, even though unfortunately, it is

not as much as would be needed or as much as we
would want.

Therefore, we continue being totally convinced that,
as in the title, at the beginning of these few thoughts:
IT IS WORTH THE EFFORT!  (NOSOTROS
OMI, Newsletter of the Province of Spain, January
2006)

CONGO
75 years of Oblate presence

The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate have
celebrated 75 years of presence in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC).  Opening the festivities
was a Mass celebrated at 5 p.m. on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 11, at the parish church of Saint Eloi in
Kinshasa-Barumbu.  The closing celebration was
on Friday, February 17, the date of the 180th anni-
versary of the approbation of the Congregation by
Pope Leo XII.

During the week of celebrations, the Missionary
Oblates invited their friends and parishioners to share
with them prayers of thanksgiving for the wonders
accomplished by the Lord since the arrival, on July
12, 1931, of the Belgian missionary, Eudore
HUBERT in Ipamu, in the present diocese of Idiofa,
in the province of Bandundu.

The commemorative ceremonies took place at the
Oblate scholasticate in Kinshasa-Kintambo and in
the three nearby parishes served by the scholasticate:
Saint Eloi in Kinshasa-Barumbu, Saint Philippe in
Kinshasa-Ngaliema and Christ-Sauveur in
Kinshasa-Selembao.

After the diocese of Idiofa, the Oblates moved into
the archdiocese of Kinshasa (1966), and the dio-
ceses of Isangi (Eastern Province, 1987) and Kikwit
(Bandundu Province, 1992).  During this jubilee
year, they will take over the parish in Ekama in the
diocese of Lolo (Equator Province).  In 1997, the
Oblates of the DRC open two houses in Angola, in
Luanda and in Namacunde.   Everywhere, the Ob-
lates are engaged in parish ministry, teaching, edu-
cation of youth, care of the sick, and assistance to

prisoners.  In Kinshasa and in Kikwit, they have
also organized centers for computer learning.

All together, there are about 20 Congolese Oblates
serving as missionaries in Africa and in other parts
of the world.  Of the 141 members of the province
today, only 16 are from other countries.  The for-
mation houses continue to welcome new candidates:
to the prenovitiate in Idiofa, the novitiate in
Ifwanzondo (Idiofa) and the scholasticates in
Kinshasa and in Yaoundé (Cameroon).

During the jubilee celebrations, three conferences
were given at the Saint Eugene de Mazenod
Scholasticate.  On February 16, Fr. Godé IWELE
spoke about the situation of the Oblate mission in
the Congo.  On February 12, diocesan Fr. Leonard
Santedi gave a theological reflection on the mission
in Africa; on February 13, diocesan Fr. Nestor
Mpimpa concentrated on the missionary activity of
the Oblates in Africa.

In communion with the Oblates, several missionary
congregations shared their own experiences with a
permanent exhibit at the scholasticate.  The parish
choirs from Saint Eloi, Saint Philippe, and Christ-
Sauveur took part in a contest.  A football game
between the Oblates and the priests of the archdio-
cese of Kinshasa was enjoyed by their respective
fans.  And to conclude, the Umoja folkloric ballet
and the National Theater Company provided the
cultural piece for the celebrations.

NATAL
World Premier Of “Forever Home”

The musical, Forever Home, had its premier per-
formance in honour of Oblate Jubilarian Fr. Albert
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DANKER. Father Merlin INCE, assistant Priest at
St. Anne’s, wrote the original script and musical
score. He writes:

Forever Home tells the story of a journey we have
all travelled:  of going away and finding what we’ve
been looking for in the place we left behind: HOME.
Here home is not so much a physical space but rather
a place of power within each of us from where we
find the strength to live out our God-given call.  I
believe this to be a hint of what our founder calls us
to do in leading people to find their humanity first,
before becoming saints.  Set in the context of con-
temporary urban South Africa, the musical therefore
aims to firstly evangelise people through its message
of empowerment.  Furthermore, we aim to provide
opportunities for young people to develop and ex-
pose their talents, particularly those who grew up in
previously disadvantaged communities.

Through the media of drama, dance and music we
explore new ways of making the good news heard.
Here too, we take up the founder’s challenge to leave
no stone unturned in our mission.  The script and
music are original works that have taken two years
to compose and this is what makes Forever Home
so special.  It is OUR story.  People come to the
performance and see their own lives put out on stage,
being sung and danced about; this often provokes
conversion on the level of conscience.  Music gen-
res of hip-hop and rap also form part of the reper-
toire, translating the gospel into the language of our
time.

The premiere on December 10, 2005, received an
overwhelming standing ovation and was dedicated
to the life and work of the legendary Fr. Albert
Danker.  Being part of the jubilee celebrations for
Fr. Danker, it commemorated the work he has done
with youth throughout his ministry, many of whom
were present that weekend.  The idea of a localized
version of the gospel parable of The Prodigal Son,
on which the musical is based, was also inspired by
Fr. Danker.  We are now working on some new
scenes and music as we prepare to stage the pro-
duction for its first season, which will coincide with
Lent.  We are hopeful that Forever Home will con-
tinue to grow and become an instrument of new evan-
gelisation in a new millennium.

SENEGAL
Perpetual vows in Casamance

The Oblates in Senegal had a wonderful celebra-
tion last December 31 in the village of Edioungou in
Casamance.

Brother Etienne Megna BASSENE, a Senegalese
from this same village, made his perpetual profes-
sion in the Congregation of the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate. Present for the celebration
were a good number of his Oblate confreres, come
from far and near, from Senegal and from Guinea
Bissau, as well many diocesan and religious priests,
religious sisters from Casamance.  They were there
to surround Etienne and his family with their friend-
ship and admiration.

The celebration had a special solemnity because of
the presence of the bishop of Ziguinchor, Bishop
Maixent Coly, and the bishop-emeritus, Bishop
Augustin Sagna, as well as the Provincial of Italy,
Fr. Marcello SGARBOSSA, accompanied by a
couple Italian laity, friends of St. Eugene.

Along with Brother Etienne, a Sister of the Presen-
tation of Mary, his cousin, a native of the same vil-
lage, also made her perpetual profession.  Thus, the
celebration was an icon of the universal Church.

The celebration took place beneath the mango trees,
truly a natural cathedral that made even lovelier the
Lord’s praise.  The festive crowd, dressed in bright
colors according to the rituals and customs of the
Diola, and inspired by the dancing of the children
and the singing of the chorale, took part in the prayer
and the other parts of the ceremony.

During the singing of the Litany of the Saints, the
parents of the young religious covered them with
diola cloths.  In this wonderful natural setting, the
two made their definitive commitment to the applause
of the whole crowd.  The celebration closed with
the traditional giving of the Oblate Cross, the medal
of the Immaculate Conception, the Constitutions and
Rules, and a final statement: “Now everything we
have is in common!”

Then…everyone to the table!  It was a delicious
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feast, with enough for everyone, thanks to the ten
cows that had to pay the ultimate price!   Finally,
there were the lively dances of the diola women to
the beat of tom-toms and gunshots! (Fr. Giancarlo
TODESCO, OMI)

SENEGAL
Opening of the house in Mermoz

For many reasons December 8, 2005, was a great
day of celebration in Mermoz: the feast of the Im-
maculate, Patroness of our Congregation; the 10th

anniversary of the canonization of our Founder, Saint
Eugene de Mazenod; two of our confreres, Fathers
Carlo ANDOLFI and Giuseppe GIORDANO, cel-
ebrated 25 years of priesthood.  And we dedicated
our new home.

Father General was the first one to encourage us to
build our new house.  While visiting us in Decem-
ber, 2001, on the occasion of our 25 years of pres-
ence in Senegal, he congratulated us and encour-
aged our missionary endeavor and our many
projects, which with God’s help, we have been able
to realize for the good of this local Church.  But at
the same time, he made us understand how impor-
tant it would be for the future that the Delegation
have a real home, a home for the administration and
a place to welcome the brethren working in the in-
terior of the country and occasional guests.

Having heard this suggestion, we set to work, and
God helped us find a property that met our needs.
We located a property of about 1700 square meters
with two houses on it, even though they needed a
lot of repair.  But the cost was enormous.  Far from
being discouraged, first of all we entrusted the project
to the good graces of the Immaculate, of St. Eu-
gene, of St. Joseph and of many other intercessors.

But along with the heavenly court, it was necessary
also to rouse the earthly court, the heart…and the
pockets of our benefactors!

We have dedicated the house to Saint Eugene:
“Keur Eugene.”  It is under his protection that we
want it to be a place of communion and shared joy.
(Fr. Giancarlo TODESCO, OMI)

ZIMBABWE
First Oblate priest ordained

On the 28th of January 2006, Archbishop Pius Ncube
of Bulawayo ordained Oblate Charles Haddon
RENSBURG to the priesthood at St. Mary’s
Cathedra. He is the first Zimbabwean-born Oblate
priest.

There was a good turnout of local priests and also
visiting priests from South Africa and Zambia. Among
the visiting Oblates were Frs. Stuart BATE, the Pro-
vincial of the Natal Province, South Africa; Vusumuzi
MAZIBUKO, the Superior of St. Joseph’s
Scholasticate, Luke CHEKETRI OMI from the
Northern Province, South Africa, and Celestino
CHISHIMBA from Limulunga, Zambia. Besides
Archbishop Ncube, Archbishop-Emeritus Henry
Karlen, CMM, was also present. There were also
a number of Oblate visitors from South Africa, among
them Bro. Sibonelo MBANJWA, who also sang a
few solo pieces. 

In the absence of his mother, Mrs. Juliana Rensburg,
who unfortunately could not be present, Charles was
presented to God by his uncle and aunt, Mr. and
Mrs. Eric Rensburg. At the end of the liturgy, Father
Bate commissioned him to his first obedience re-
ceived from Father General. It is to the Mission of
Zimbabwe. 

Mission and evangelization carried out today in the Church and the world
by the Missionary Oblates, point to the timeless need for the explicit proc-
lamation of Jesus Christ and the Reign of God as Good News to the poor
and the most abandoned. It is a message steeped in hope, as we engage
a constantly changing world. (Witnessing to Hope)
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URUGUAY
A new formation center

Finally the Father Bramante MARCHIOL Forma-
tion Center is in full operation.

The center was built so that children, teenagers, young
adults, laity, teachers, ministers, base ecclesial com-
munities, group facilitators and other communities
would have a place for their formation meetings.  With
the help of the Italian Province and many benefac-
tors, the project has become a reality.

Since October, 2005, the Center has moved full
steam ahead.  In just these few months, more than
500 children, youth and adults have been able to
make use of the Center.

PARAGUAY
Youth Mission

Father Pedro BRÍTEZ, an Oblate  from Para-
guay, wanted to share with us a special activity
that takes place every year in his Province: the
Youth Mission.

In December of 2005, we had our mission in
Horqueta, some 400 km from the capital, Asuncion.
There were 112 youth missionaries, including can-
didates of the Misioneras Oblatas Sisters; more than
30 of our own candidates, prenovices, and scho-
lastics; two Uruguayans; three Brazilian scholastics;
six religious women; two Brothers and seven Ob-
late priests.  We visited and animated 52 Christian
Communities for twelve full days, divided into small
Missionary Teams (2 or 3 per Community).  The
more immediate preparation for this special mission
was a 3 day retreat, animated by some Oblate
formators, some scholastics, and a Sister (Misionera
Oblata).  The objectives of the mission were these:
to strengthen a sense of belonging to the Church; to
grow in a sense of being active in the Church; to
give new value to the Sacraments, especially Rec-
onciliation and Eucharist; and to form Evangelizing
Action Groups.

Between 17 and 28 years of age, some of the youth

come from our parishes: they are already active in
catechesis, liturgy, the youth group, the group of
evangelizers, and the apostolic movement.  Others
come from Base Communities in other parishes
where an Oblate helps from time to time.  They are
persons who, along with the Oblates, feel this urge,
this fire in the soul, this excitement about being a
missionary: Woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!
And what usually happens, as the principal outcome
of doing this: we ourselves are evangelized. The prin-
cipal players are the youth, although religious from
other congregations and lay adults also take part.
The secondary players are Oblates and Oblate
formators, along with the Oblate Sisters.  Let’s not
forget that there are some hidden players as well:
the Spirit of Christ and Saint Eugene de Mazenod.

The mission usually takes place in a large parish with
50-120 Base Communities, sometimes with a pas-
tor, or with a pastor and associate, who are unable
to take care of each one of the Base Communities.
Qualified personnel from the parish usually help a
lot so that everything goes well.

The closing of the mission on December 25, pre-
sided by Bishop Ortiz, since Horqueta is in his dio-
cese, was both touching and edifying. Music was
provided by the ensemble and choir of the
prenovitiate and by the “Carolina OMI.”  Many
people were present to be with their young mission-
aries.  In the afternoon, we had an evaluation.  Fur-
thermore, everyone was happy to hear the parish
priest invite them to do another Youth Mission in his
parish.

This ministry allows us to make the Oblates better
known.  It allows some young people to share our
spirituality and our way of being missionaries among
the poor.  It helps us grow in our own missionary
vocation in virtue of our baptism, and to animate
other young people and families to be better leaders
in their own difficult ministry.  We can lend a helping
hand to priests in the parish and promote specific
Christian vocations (lay, religious and priestly).

The Youth Mission is an instrument for promoting
and recruiting vocations and it is a means for con-
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firming the motives and the talents of our Oblates in
formation or those of other Congregations.  It is a
time of grace and spiritual awakening.  It is also a
practical way to help youth learn about and give
concrete witness to Jesus and to know him better in
action.  It is a privileged way of being evangelized
by the poorest or those who are distant from the
Church or those who work hard under the burning
sun (32 to 35 degrees Celsius!)  The Youth Mission
is a special way of allowing Saint Eugene to go out
among his own people: to win people for Christ and
for Mary Immaculate.  The Youth Mission is a unique
occasion for being touched by Reality, discovering
new things about God, and for prayer and for much
joy.

GUATEMALA
A people rich in traditions

Ever since their arrival in Guatemala, the Oblates
have worked side by side with the poorest and most
marginalized people.  The Mayan culture, rich in tra-
ditions and customs, makes up 66% of the Guate-
malan population.  Unfortunately, their values and
beliefs are seldom respected.  The Oblates are try-
ing to respond to this problem, accompanying the
people, sharing with them, appreciating their cus-
toms and traditions, learning their language, and
above all, being one with them in encouraging them
to work together for Gospel values.  (Roland
ALFARO, OMI)

FRANCE
Death of Fr. Ernest Ruch, former Secre-
tary General

Fr. Ernest RUCH, missionary, philosopher, linguist,
and former Secretary General of the Congregation,
died in France on January 5, 2006, following a long
illness.

Born in Strasbourg-Robertsau in 1928, he was
forced to join an anti-aircraft brigade (FLAK) at
age 15.  He returned home at 17 after a year of
imprisonment in a Russian camp.

Upon entering the Oblate Congregation, he studied
philosophy and theology at the Gregorian Univer-
sity in Rome where he was ordained a priest in 1954.
His first obedience brought him to Lesotho (then
Basutoland) where he taught philosophy for 30 years
at Pius XII University, now the National University
of Lesotho.  He received his doctorate at the Uni-
versity of Pretoria with a thesis entitled: Space and
Time, A Comparative Study of the Theories of
Aristotle and Einstein.

In 1986, he was called to the General House in
Rome to serve as Commissioner for the General
Chapter.  He was Secretary General from 1987 until
1993.  Following that position, he spent two more
years in Rome as an administrative assistant and multi-
lingual translator.

In 1996, he became the director of the Mazenod
Center in Aix-en-Provence, until 2000 when he re-
tired to the Oblate house in Metz.

Artistically talented, he was an excellent organist,
painter and sculptor and could speak fluently eight
languages.  Besides his monumental doctoral dis-
sertation, he also published two other important
philosophical works: one on African philosophy and
the other on epistemology.

ITALY
Remembering Archbishop Marcello
Zago

On March 1, 2001, Oblates throughout the world
heard the sad news of the death of their former Su-
perior General, Archbishop Marcello ZAGO.  He
died at his apartment in the headquarters of the
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples
where he had served as Secretary since 1998.

To commemorate the fifth anniversary of his death
and to promote a brief biography which they had
commissioned, the Oblates of the Italian Province
sponsored a conference in his honor in the audito-
rium of the “Urbaniana” University in Rome on Feb-
ruary 6.  Archbishop Zago had taught missiology at
that university for a number of years.

Approximately 175 Oblates and friends of the Ob-
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lates and of Archbishop Zago, as well as a few of
his family members, were present for the event.

Seated on the speakers’ podium were Cardinal
Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for
the Evangelization of Peoples; Father Piero Gheddo,
PIME, author of the biography; and Oblate Fathers
Oswald FIRTH, Assistant General; Marcello
SGARBOSSA, Provincial of Italy; and Fabio
CIARDI, Director of Missioni OMI.

In his remarks, Cardinal Sepe remembered Arch-
bishop Zago as one who “incarnated the figure of
the missionary in today’s Church.”  Paraphrasing
Pope Paul VI’ statement in Evangelii Nuntiandi:
“Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than
to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is
because they are witnesses.” (EN par. 41), he
added that this great Oblate missionary embodied
that truth in his life, especially when he became in-
volved interreligious dialogue.

The title of Father Piero Gheddo’s biography of
Marcello Zago is Una Vita per la missione (A Life
for the Mission).  In his presentation, the author
told of his own personal relationship with Arch-
bishop Zago, especially as they collaborated on the
text of Pope John Paul II’s encyclical Redemptoris
Missio.  He pointed out that, as he wrote the biog-
raphy, he became aware that its subject was many
things: a missionary; a theologian of the mission; a
formator of missionaries; the Superior General of a
missionary congregation; Secretary of the Holy
See’s Secretariat for Non-Christians; Secretary of
the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.
He quoted a defining statement of the archbishop:
“In my life I have asked for nothing except to be a
missionary, and I have refused nothing”

Gheddo, Piero. Marcello Zago, Una vita per la Mis-
sione (Marcello Zago, a Life for the Mission).
Editrice Provincia d’Italia dei Missionari OMI:
Roma, 2005, 133 pp.

POLAND
Motorcycling for the gospel

Father Mariusz LEGIEZYNSKI, OMI, was already
a motorcycle fan before entering the novitiate.  This
enthusiasm of his had vanished until he met Mr.

Borkowski, a neighbor of the parish in Siedelce, who
had a beautiful military motorcycle with a side-car.
One day the priest asked his neighbor if he could try
it out… and thus there began again his predilection
for this kind of machine!  Now he is part of a group
of motorcyclists from Wolsztyn, near Obra.  He says:

“The gathering of October 23, 2005, the last of the
season, was enjoyed by everyone.  It brought to-
gether 80 motorcyclists.  The event started in the
large square in Wolsztyn; from there, we went to
Obra, to St. Valentine’s Church, where I celebrated
Eucharist.  The gatherings are very upbeat, but be-
ing able to pray and celebrate together offers us a
lot of joy and helps us become one with Christ and
among ourselves.  Thus we can share our experi-
ences and our mutual interest.”  Then Mariusz con-
cludes: “It’s a sort of ministry with those who like to
take part in these outings.  For some of them, it’s
probably the only time, outside of Christmas and
Easter, that they take part in the Eucharist.  I believe
that God has his own way of touching those who
perhaps have wandered away from him, precisely
because of this sort of pastime, which now becomes
a way to find Him once again.”  (from Mozaika
Obrzañska, October-December 2005)

ITALY
Vocation Week

The Youth Center at Marino (Rome) is a place that
offers to youth who have had some contact with the
Oblates, and who would like to give it a try, the pos-
sibility to live for a year or more the experience of a
true Christian community, and at the same time to
receive guidance in discerning their own path in life.
The Center has been in existence since that distant
and notorious (in Europe at least) 1968.  Almost all
of the Oblate vocations in Italy began there in the
past 35 years.

Recently, the group was asked to animate a voca-
tion week at Santa Maria Capua Vetere, not far from
Naples, at Immaculate Conception parish.  The pas-
tor, Fr. Clemente BASILICATA, OMI, especially
wanted this experience, and he had already begun to
prepare for it in January with some of the youth who
took part.

The theme for the week was In the footsteps of the
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apostles.  The youngsters at the Center now de-
scribe it as “a week under the banner of compas-
sionate love, given and received abundantly, of trust
in God and in others, and of courage in giving wit-
ness.”

When we asked them the reason for a “Vocation
Week,” they replied that in reality, it was a chal-
lenge, the challenge of every day hearing the voice
of Jesus who calls us to “stay” with him and to be
witnesses of his Gospel.

More than 60 youngsters took part.  They came
together every day for morning prayer and medita-
tion on a gospel passage that related to a text of
Saint Eugene, for Mass, and for catechetical ses-
sions.

Every evening, after Mass, they had workshops
(song, dance, multimedia, theater, creativity) to pre-
pare for the concluding celebration, but especially
to experience a different way of being together, a
way inspired by Jesus’ commandment of love.  The
workshops were, therefore, an opportunity for the
youth of the parish to get to know each other more
deeply and to overcome prejudices.

There were two evenings for catechetical instruc-
tion.  The first, led by Fr. Fabio BASTONI, OMI,
who is in charge of the Center, was on the theme of
Christian choice.  The second, led by Fr. Tino
MIGLIACCIO, OMI, was on the theme of giving
witness, even so far as the ultimate sacrifice of Chris-
tian love.

On Thursday evening, the young people came to-
gether before the Blessed Sacrament for a period
of adoration.  After so much speaking, a little si-
lence made some space for Him and for that which
only He could tell them.

SCANDINAVIA
Let’s speak of Norway!

In the autumn issue of “Mozaika Obrzañska,”
Fr. Piotr PISAREK speaks of the situation of the
Church in Norway and the work of the Oblates
there…

The history of the Catholic Church in Norway be-

gins around the year 900, but it was only at the death
of King Olaf, in 1030, that Norway could be called
a Christian country.  During the Middle Ages, the
Church saw great development: many monasteries,
hymns, literature… and she played a large role in
the history of the country.  When the Protestant
Reformation arrived, the country, led by the king,
adopted Lutheranism.  A renewal of a Catholic pres-
ence took place in 1843 when the king permitted
the opening of a parish in Christiania.  At that time,
all the Catholics were immigrants, and for a long
time, Catholicism was equated with the immigrant
presence.  The work of the nuns in the schools and
in the hospitals, as well as the stance of the Church
during the war, did a lot to overcome the anti-Catho-
lic prejudices of the people.

Today, the Catholic Church counts about 46,400
members, living in 32 parishes and three provinces:
the diocese of Oslo and the Apostolic Vicariates of
Trondheim and Tromsö.  Seventy percent of these
Catholics were born outside of Norway.  The prin-
cipal ethnic groups, besides Norwegians, are Pol-
ish, Vietnamese, Filipinos, and Croatians.  In Oslo,
however, there are 150 different ethnic groups; 50
in Fredrikstad; 20 in Moss, etc.  The average age of
the Catholics is between 40 and 50 years old; there-
fore, it’s a rather young group.

Culturally, Norway is very liberal.  People are Chris-
tian after a fashion.  If you ask someone to which
Church he belongs, he might answer: “Wait while I
call my mother to find out whether I have been bap-
tized!”  The Lutheran Church is the official church;
the king is its head, and Lutheran bishops are named
by the government.  The government, however, fol-
lows public opinion and wants to please everyone.

Polish Oblates arrived in Norway in 1985, twenty
years ago, invited by Bishop Grana.  They settled in
Halden in the southern part of the country.  In 1982,
they came to Fredrikstad and opened a new church
and parish center there.  When it was necessary to
enlarge the church in Moss, near Halden, they first
of all thought of buying some land, something very
difficult in Norway.  Therefore, they bought an old
bank, and after many meetings and attempts, they
were able to remodel this building for the needs of
the Catholic community.  The results were excel-
lent, and on top of that, it is actually the only Catho-
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lic Church located in the downtown section of a
city.

At the moment, Fr. Piotr Pisarek is the only Polish
Oblate in Norway, serving not only Fredrikstad, but
also Moss and Askim; that means much travel, es-

pecially on Sundays.  There are also two Other Sri
Lankan Oblates in Oslo, Fathers
IRUTHAYANATHAN and AMIRTHANATHAR
who are primarily responsible for Tamil immigrants.
Together, they make up the Norwegian section of
the Oblate Delegation of Scandinavia.

AUSTRALIA
6th National Oblate Youth Encounter

Oblate Youth Australia is a national youth move-
ment which seeks to bring together young people
who identify with the Oblate charism throughout
Australia.  Australia is a very large country and dis-
tance is always a challenge.  We needed to dis-
cover creative ways to share our experience of faith
and identity, and now do so by means of local com-
munities, our interactive website and coming together
each year at a national gathering.

When we began in 2000, twelve young people at-
tended the Encounter, this year there were one hun-
dred and seven representative from five States, as
well as representatives from our three colleges,
Rosies Oblate Youth Mission and most of our par-
ishes.   To give you some idea of the size of Aus-
tralia and the amount of travel, people from West-
ern Australia travelled almost 4 hours by plane and
those coming from Queensland travelled over 2
hours by plane.  Once all were gathered at St Mary’s
Seminary in Melbourne, Victoria the group boarded
a bus for a three-hour trip to the venue in Eastern
Victoria.

The theme of this year’s Encounter was “On the

Road”.   Over the four day journey we reflected on
the call of St Eugene who encouraged his Oblates to
lead people to act like human beings, first of all, then
like Christians and help them to achieve holiness.
These three words are very powerful and are cer-
tainly counter cultural to what most young people in
our society would see as the foundation of their jour-
ney.  Our Encounter journey together reminded us
that “Humanity” is our journey, ‘Christianity’ is the
road map and ‘Holiness’ is the destination.

Last year 34 representatives from Oblate Youth Aus-
tralia attended the Hünfeld experience prior to World
Youth Day.  It was an incredible experience for this
group of young Aussies to be welcomed into the in-
ternational Oblate family.  This experience has had
an enormous impact on the entire community, and
with World Youth Day being held in Sydney in 2008,
there is an incredible sense of excitement about our
opportunity to welcome the entire world.  The Inter-
national Oblate Youth Encounter, to be held in Mel-
bourne, Australia before World Youth Day will seek
to overcome the challenges of distance and gather
Oblate youth of the world “Down Under.”  There
are many photos and daily write-ups from the
2006 National Oblate Youth Encounter available
at www.oblateyouth.com.

UNITED STATES
Preaching the ecological message

As part of the Oblate Ecological Initiative (OEI),
Fr. Darrell RUPIPER, OMI, goes to Oblate par-
ishes preaching “Eco-Missions.” These are designed
to be spiritual experiences and consciousness rais-

ing events, as well as springboards to action.

This ministry represents an effort to implement the
Environmental Resolution adopted by the United
States Province, as well as the dictates of the Oblate
Vade Mecum on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of
Creation. Parishioners are invited to become more
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deeply aware that “Heaven and Earth are full of
God’s Glory!” Fr. Darrell attempts to nourish a sense
of awe, wonder, reverence and gratitude because
he is convinced that we will not be moved to save
that which we do not love.

People are also reminded that what God gave us as
a paradise, a veritable wonderland, is quickly being
turned into a wasteland. The story of the unfolding
universe as revealed by science is taught and ritual-
ized in a touching ceremony.

On the second weekend, parishioners receive a list
of 27 practical Earth-Care Suggestions. The follow-
ing week, they are asked at Mass to make a written
commitment stating what action they will take. These
commitment papers are held high during a prayer
led by the celebrant and repeated by the congrega-
tion at the offertory of the Mass.

Fr. Darrell is at a parish for three successive week-
ends and two full weeks. He preaches at all of the
weekend liturgies and during the week offers four
evening sessions in Spanish and/or English as
needed. During the week DVDs, videos, articles,
books and magazines are made available to partici-
pants.

A key component of these Eco-Missions is a final
organizational meeting for those who want to learn
more, and work together in trying to preserve a
healthy quality of life on our planet. At that meeting,
temporary leaders are named, practical activities are
devised, and a folder of resources is left with each
group, which designates a person to be in contact
with Fr. Darrell.

He welcomes the opportunity to talk to other groups,
such as senior citizens, catechism classes, or school-

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP
Meeting of Oblates at St. Paul University

On January 28, there was a meeting in the
Laframboise Pavilion, bringing together the Provin-
cial Council and the Oblates involved with Saint Paul
University.  About thirty Oblates responded to the
invitation.  This meeting reflected a desire of all of
the participants: a sharing of ideas among the Ob-
lates about Saint Paul University. It was a veritable
international gathering.  There were confreres from
these language groups: French, English, Spanish,
Flemish, and Polish, coming from Canada, the
United States, Belgium, Spain, and Poland.  Every-
one is interested in the future of Saint Paul Univer-
sity.  They want it to be a university in the full sense
of the word, with critical exactness in its teaching
and its research.  They want it to be completely
Catholic in its orientation: “in the extreme center” as
one of them said.  Everything was mentioned: the
quality of teaching and research; Oblate personnel;
its Catholic character; its future development; those
responsible for SPU; relationship with the Univer-
sity of Ottawa and with other universities as well as
with the local churches.  There were also discus-
sions about the relationships among the various fac-
ulties at SPU; the administration; the university com-
munity; and the university’s purpose and mission.
(INFO-OMI, 1 February 2006)

children. Radio, newspaper and television interviews
are also welcomed. So far he has addressed the
members of 35 parishes. He reports that parishio-
ners frequently express their gratitude that this topic
is being addressed from the pulpit and dealt with in
our churches. He says that pastors and staff always
express surprise at the number of people attending
the sessions.

That Oblate Units develop a program of community life, formation, and ministry that will
promote Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC), particularly in the following
aspects:....Living the values of JPIC in our own personal and communal lives, integrating
all our various daily activities towards making an important contribution to the construc-
tion of a more just society... (Witnessing to Hope, # 5)
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Mission to Youth

“Mission to youth is a fully Oblate ministry.” So
that this statement of the General Chapter not re-
main a dead letter, the General Administration has
begun to look into the matter. The first step was to
see what is actually happening. Therefore, a ques-
tionnaire was sent to all those in charge of youth
ministry in each Unit, asking how they are achiev-
ing each of the statements of the last General Chap-
ter (Chapter 4) in relation to this area of ministry.

The first replies have begun to come in and we are
really excited about what we are getting. Some
Units have made an in depth study of the chapter
documents and have begun to make some changes.
They are looking for persons to take responsibility
for the Mission to Youth, not only on the local level
but also on the Unit level. They are changing the
name or the objectives of the Unit’s youth ministry
in order to accentuate the missionary dimension.
They are starting this ministry where it did not ex-
ist. They are evaluating what they have already
accomplished and are beginning to organize and
plan for the future. They are asking for greater col-
laboration on the international level, especially within
the regions.

We are also pleasantly surprised at the wonderful
creativity that exists in some of our Units. We be-
lieve that such energy and such good news coming
from this missionary endeavor should be somehow
shared. Therefore, Oblate Communications
Service wants to be in touch with those in charge
of the interesting events happening in each Unit in
order to publish them on our web page. There is
much good news coming from our Mission with
Youth; it fills us with hope.

Missionary Bibliography

The latest volume of the periodical Bibliographia
Missionaria has been published by the Pontifical
Urbaniana University Library.  This volume is Num-
ber 68 of the series and covers 2004.  It contains
almost 3,000 bibliographical references ordered

thematically, as well as 41 reviews and indices.

The person responsible for this publication is Marek
ROSTKOWSKI, OMI, a member of the General
House community and the Director of the Urbaniana
University Library.  He continues the work of the
Bibliographia Missionaria begun in 1925 by his
predecessor, Johannes ROMMERSKIRCHEN.

Bibliographia Missionaria is published by the Pon-
tifical Missionary Library, founded in 1925, and since
1978, incorporated into the Pontifical Urbaniana Li-
brary.  Since its inception, it has been the responsibil-
ity of the librarians of the Missionary Library.  It serves
as a practical and up-dated tool for the missionary
world.  The first volume appeared in 1935 and it is
published annually.

Bibliographia Missionaria contains ample documen-
tation (books and articles) concerning the missionary
world, whether from the historical aspect (religious
orders, missionary congregations, missionaries, mis-
sion territories) or from the practical aspect (meth-
odology, great world religions, ecumenism, interreli-
gious dialogue, development, new religious move-
ments).

It is a unique publication in its genre on the interna-
tional level and brings together all of the publications
of the principal Christian churches.  The books and
articles are cited in their original language: English,
French, German, Dutch, Italian, Portuguese, Span-
ish, Polish, and the Scandinavian languages.

Every year it presents the entire panorama of the mis-
sionary world, gathering about 3,000-3,500 biblio-
graphical notes chosen from more than 800 maga-
zines worldwide.  Every volume also contains 40-50
reviews, prepared by specialists in missiology.  Each
volume contains an index of authors and persons as
well as  a subject index.

General Formation Committee: Mandate
for internationality

“Internationality” continues to be a key word that
enters many of the discussions of the General For-
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mation Committee during its annual meetings.  One
such meeting took place at the General House in
Rome on February 20-25, 2006.

Paolo ARCHIATI, the Assistant General who is in
charge of the First Formation Portfolio, chaired the
meeting.  The committee members represented their
various regions: Wojciech POPIELEWSKI (Eu-
rope), Francis NALLAPPAN (Asia-Oceani), Mark
DEAN (Canada-USA), Paulo Joanil DA SILVA
(Latin America).  Habell NSOLO, representative for
Africa-Madagascar, was unable to attend.

The focus on internationality in First Formation is in
response to a mandate of the 2004 General Chap-
ter.  The chapter document, Witnessing to Hope,
calls for the strengthening of formation to inter-
nationality (par. 11); the consolidation and
regrouping of existing formation houses (par. 12);
and the creation of international formation houses
(par. 13).

Work on these mandates has actually been “in
progress,” at least since the 1998 General Chapter
that specifically raised the issue of internationality.
(Evangelizing the Poor at the Dawn of the Third
Millennium, par. 33)  Many of our post-novitiate
houses of formation have community members from
different Units and cultures.  Some smaller houses
of formation have merged with others, even across
province boundaries.

In their discussions, the committee endorsed the
continuation of an International Scholasticate in
Rome.  What needs further study is whether to open
another such scholasticate elsewhere in the Oblate
world.  The committee came to the realization that
there may even be some confusion as to what it
means to have an “International Scholasticate.”  There

are currently several models of post-novitiate pro-
grams that have an intercultural aspect:

• The International Scholasticate of Rome,
which is under the jurisdiction of the Supe-
rior General and his Council.  Its staffing, its
budget, and the eventual acceptance of stu-
dents for vows and Holy Orders are deter-
mined by the Central Government.

• Scholasticates which receive students from
other Units, even across national and re-
gional boundaries.  In terms of accountabil-
ity, it is the local major superior who is ulti-
mately responsible for staffing, budget, etc.
Generally approval for vows and Orders
goes through the students’ own major su-
periors.

• “Regional International Scholasticates” are
developing.  They are scholasticates
planned and operated by regional confer-
ences or by agreements between different
provinces.  E.g. Bolper in Peru is a
scholasticate of Bolivia and Peru.  Cameroon
and Congo have a similar arrangement.

While the General Formation Committee felt it to
be premature to make a concrete proposal about
opening another International Scholasticate after the
Roman model, it encourages some initial considera-
tion of this, possibly in a Third World country.  It
also encourages the regions to continue their own
efforts to consolidate their houses of formation,
thereby effectively creating international communi-
ties.

Another major task that will occupy the attention of
the General Formation Committee over the next few
years will be the revision of General Norms for
Oblate Formation.

Deeper awareness of our internationality could lead us…to learn at the level of formation
to love our own culture without making it exclusive and at the same time to open our-
selves to other cultures and languages. This goal is well served by apprenticeship
through experiences such as time spent in another culture especially where one can
learn in real contact with the poor or through the establishment of international houses of
formation. (Evangelizing the Poor at the Dawn of the Third Millennium, # 34)
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Anniversaries -- May 2006

70TH Anniversary of Ordination
1936.05.24 05143 Msgr. Albert Sanschagrin Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1936.05.31 05243 Fr. James Delaney United States

60TH Anniversary of Vows
1946.05.11 08627 Fr. Humberto Bertrand Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1946.05.11 08626 Bro. André Locas Notre-Dame-du-Cap

60TH Anniversary of Ordination
1946.05.31 07292 Fr. Edward Collins United States
1946.05.31 07291 Fr. Robert Vreteau United States

50TH Anniversary of Vows
1956.05.01 10098 Fr. Rainer Rack Germany
1956.05.01 10095 Fr. Franz Temminghoff Germany
1956.05.03 10633 Fr. Edward Kosa Lacombe
1956.05.21 10636 Bro. Wilhelm Dickmann Namibia
1956.05.21 10635 Bro. Jean-Marie Hoellinger France
1956.05.21 10638 Bro. Hannsgeorg Seiwert Germany
1956.05.31 10143 Fr. John Castro United States
1956.05.31 10144 Fr. Ruben Elizondo Mexico
1956.05.31 10145 Fr. Gerard Weber United States

50TH Anniversary of Ordination
1956.05.31 09057 Fr. Andrew Chalkey United States
1956.05.31 09054 Fr. Edward Coleman United States
1956.05.31 09051 Fr. John McManus United States
1956.05.31 09055 Fr. Wilfrid Upson United States

25TH Anniversary of Vows
1981.05.21 12598 Fr. Roberto Layson Philippines
1981.05.31 12706 Fr. Ouseph Simon Vadakoot Colombo

25TH Anniversary of Ordination
1981.05.28 12423 Fr. Miguel Fritz Paraguay
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Suffrages for our Deceased
No. 14-27

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them,
faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.” (const. 43)

NAME PROVINCE BIRTH DIED AT DATE

Fr. Denis Dubuc Grandin 18/01/1911 St. Albert 07/02/2006

Fr. Virgilio Bonatti Lacombe 05/08/1929 Richelieu 17/02/2006

Fr. Anton Moeller Central S.A. 03/01/1931 Fourteen Streams19/02/2006

Fr. Wilhelm Imach Scandinavia 26/06/1936 Malmö 21/02/2006

Fr. Louis Jozef Belgium/Netherlands 12/01/1924 Waregem 24/02/2006

Bro Aminankwa Gerard Insoni Congo 01/01/1944 Limete-Kinshasa 26/02/2006

Fr. René Bélair Lacombe 31/08/1918 Richelieu 01/03/2006

Bro. Maurice Gaveau France 28/04/1925 Marseille 03/03/2006

Fr. Fernand Lapalme Lacombe 10/02/1915 Saint-Boniface 08/03/2006

Fr. Ferdinando Castaldi Italy 25/01/1927 Maddaloni 08/03/2006

Fr. Andrew Harris United States 08/04/1927 Oakland 08/03/2006

Bro. Léon L’Heureux Grandin 15/04/1925 St. Albert 10/03/2006

Fr. Jean Denis Grandin 23/03/1912 Edmonton 11/03/2006

Fr. Denis Comeau Lacombe 01/07/1923 Saint-Boniface 11/03/2006


