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Ukraine: Awaiting the fulfillment of a promise

On December 9, 2005, the Ukrainian President
Viktor Yushchenko signed an order that requires the
transfer of the Church of St. Nicholas in Kiev “for
the use of the St. Nicholas Parish of the Roman
Catholic Church.”  The decree is to be carried out
no later than July 1, 2006.

In the meantime, the Oblates who minister at the
parish wait patiently for the fulfillment of this prom-
ise, something the Roman Catholic community has
been trying to bring about for the past 14 years.

The parish was originally established at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. In 1909, the construction
of the new gothic-style church—the second Roman
Catholic Church in the city at that time—was com-
pleted to accommodate the growing Catholic com-
munity.

Since the time of its construction, the church has
experienced a series of painful moments:

In the late 1930’s, the church was closed and all
interior objects of art were confiscated by the Com-
munist regime. The building itself was converted into
a storage facility.

After World War II, the KGB used the building for
jamming Radio Liberty broadcasts.

In the 1960’s the building was transferred to the
Ministry of Culture as the State Organ and Cham-
ber Music Hall.

Christmas Mass was celebrated at the church for
the first time in a long time in 1991—after the col-
lapse of the USSR.  But since the Catholics were
not permitted to enter the building, a small group of

people encircled the priest, singing and praying out-
side on the church steps.  Permission to celebrate
inside the church came in 1992, as long as there
were no concerts being conducted in the church at
the time.

Today, the parish of St. Nicholas engages in exten-
sive educational activities aimed at deepening and
spreading the teachings of the Catholic Church. Lit-
urgies are conducted in Ukrainian, Polish, and Span-
ish. Every week there are religious education classes
for children, young people and adults.

The parish is growing. About 700-1000 people at-
tend Sunday Masses. They represent different seg-
ments of the population and different nationalities.
There are five Oblates who serve the parish: Fa-
thers Radoslaw ZMITROWICZ, Arkadiusz CI-
CALA, Sergiusz PANCZENKO, and Grzegorz
WAWRZYNIAK, and Brother Tomasz STOPKA.
They work in close collaboration with three Sisters
Servants of the Holy Spirit.

Once the return of the church to its rightful owners
is realized, a new challenge will face the Oblates
and their parishioners.  Years of neglect during the
Communist regime have left the church vulnerable
to the effects of aging and weather.  Many funds
must be raised to preserve this building that is a tes-
tament to the present parishioners’ ancestors who
built it up during the oppression of the tsar’s empire
and managed to keep their Catholic identity alive
during frightful communist times.

The Oblates want St. Nicholas to be a source of
peace, hope, and joy. During the historical days of
the Orange Revolution in Ukraine, they told their
faithful many times: “The aspiration and courage of
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the people of Maydan square is wonderful, and
their presence is God’s miracle. But without faith,
without meeting with God, without a conscience,
all will be lost.” To provide a place where people

will be able to see and live the beauty that rescues
and saves is to do something beautiful and good.
The Living God shows Himself in this love among
people.

Meeting for new major superiors

Fourteen major superiors of provinces and delega-
tions, named in the past two years, took part in an
orientation session at the General House from
March 20-April 1, 2006.  Facilitators for the meet-
ing were Vicar General, Eugene KING; General
Councilor for Canada and the United States, Marcel
DUMAIS; and General Treasurer, Rufus WHIT-
LEY.  The meeting was conducted in French with
simultaneous translation available as needed. An
English-language session had been held last No-
vember.

The major superiors participating in this session were
Macaire MANIMBA (Congo); Georges
VERVUST (Belgium-Netherlands); Gastner
JOINT (Haiti); Janusz BLAZEJAK (Assumption);
Saminather Mariathas SELVARATNAM (Jaffna);
Clement WAIDYASEKARA (Colombo); Jean-
Claude GILBERT (Notre-Dame-du-Cap); Teodor
JOCHEM (Poland); Jan DOMANSKI (France
and Benelux); Emmanuel MOSOEU (Central South
Africa); Emile MORAES (Bangladesh); David
ULLRICH (China); William FITZPATRICK
(Anglo-Irish); Giuseppe GIORDANO (Senegal).

The superiors presented reports on their own Units
and heard reports about the present situation in the
Congregation.  Other topics for discussion included:
government structures at the service of mission and
religious apostolic life; personnel in function of mis-
sion and religious apostolic priorities; recruitment
and formation of new members; management of
resources and finances; and the mutual relationships
between provinces and delegations.

Interfaith group dines at General House

On March 29, the General House had some spe-
cial guests for dinner.  The visitors were representa-

tives of faith groups from several continents, gath-
ered in the Eternal City on March 29-30 under the
banner of the International Interfaith Investment
Group (3iG) to promote responsible investment
through inter-faith dialogue and co-operation.
Séamus FINN, Director of the JPIC office in the
United States Province, represented the Oblates,
who are members of 3iG at the event.

At their plenary session at the Central Synagogue of
Rome, the Chief Rabbi of Rome, Riccardo Di Segni,
welcomed the representatives from the World Coun-
cil of Churches and Oikocredit, the Churches of
England, and Norway, the diocese of Vasteras,
Church of Sweden, religious communities of the
Roman Catholic Church, various Jewish representa-
tives, representatives of the Foundation of the Pres-
ervation of the Mahayana Tradition, the Interfaith
Center for Corporate Responsibility in New York
and the first Muslim organisation to join 3iG, Italian
CO.RE.S. (Islamic Religious Community).

Members of the World Congress of Imams and
Rabbis for Peace, Rabbi Daniel Sperber of Jerusa-
lem and Shaykh Abd al-Wahid Pallavicini from Mi-
lan, together with Washington based Father Séamus,
shared the recommendation to go “beyond the com-
mon ground and above the mainstream” in the search
for investments in accord with each faith’s values
and beliefs while building a platform for increasing
interfaith collaboration.

Like the Apostle,
to preach “Jesus Christ, and him crucified...

not in loftiness of speech,
but in the showing of the Spirit, ”

that is to say, by making manifest
that we have pondered in our hearts

the words which we proclaim,
and that we began to practice
before setting out to teach.

CCRR 1826



May 2006 454/3

Europe

FRANCE
Oblates take part in Aix mission

Fr. Bernard DULLIER, Provincial of France, has
announced the participation of the Oblates in a
citywide mission in Aix, October 2006 until No-
vember 2007.

At the request of the archbishop of Aix en Provence
and the pastors of the city, and after reflection and
discussion with the local community, the Provincial
in Council has accepted to engage the Province of
France in an adventure that might seem a bit foolish:
to participate with the clergy and laity of Aix in a
far-reaching mission throughout the city of our foun-
dation.

We were not quick to respond.  Do we still have the
energy to throw ourselves into such an undertak-
ing?  Are we asking too much of ourselves?  But
then there was the archbishop’s request.  Would
refusing such an invitation amount to being deaf to
the call of the Church and the cries of today’s poor?
Is this adventure not an unexpected opportunity to
breathe some life into our missionary effort in France
while we still have the energy to take such a risk?

Finally we said, “Yes!”

This mission will take place in five consecutive se-
ries, each lasting about a month:

• September 2006 for students.
• Advent 2006 for the new districts of the city.
• January-February 2006 for youth.
• Lent 2007 for parishes.
• July 2006 for artisans, tourists and people

coming to our festivals.

During each of these periods, 5 or 6 Oblates will
join the local animators of the mission, priests and
laity.  The group, which could be different for each
of the series, will be made up of Oblates from the
Aix community and from other communities in the
Province who will be invited to take part in this
mission.

The steering committee for the mission is made up

of the pastors of the city as well as Vincent
GRUBER, Maxime CHAIGNE, Dominique
DESSOLIN and Benoît DOSQUET.

The provincial council has asked Vincent Gruber
coordinate Oblate participation in the event.  The
council also hopes that the whole province will feel
involved in the mission:

• First of all, there will be those who will be
invited by Vincent Gruber to have an active
role.

• Secondly, there will be the confreres of those
who will be invited.  They will be expected
to replace those who will be directly involved
in Aix, at least for a month.

• Finally, there are all those who will be in-
volved by means of the interest they show
in this mission and by their prayers.

Undoubtedly, one has to be a bit foolish to have
accepted this project…foolish with the same sort of
folly that took hold of Eugene de Mazenod “when
the problems of his times touched his heart and that
of his first companions for whom the glory of God
was precious, who loved the Church, and who
wanted to sacrifice themselves for the salvation of
humanity.”  (cf. Preface, OMI CCRR)

FRANCE
The Laity in Aix

The Oblate chapel in Aix is a place of prayer.  It’s
the simplicity of the liturgy, the homilies stamped with
the charism of Saint Eugene, the welcoming…it’s all
that which makes one glad to be there. You come;
you come back again; you become committed.  So
why not go a further step and become more involved
in the life of the community – “patrons who become
players?”  It was for that reason that in June, 2002,
twenty or so laity met with the Oblates to find ways
of making the chapel more alive and to help people
know Saint Eugene.

Internal focus:
The liturgy: organization of the singing; lectors; flower
arrangements; a book of intentions to be placed on
the altar during Mass.
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Establishing a way of welcoming laity to the chapel.
That is a priority, difficult to accomplish because of
a lack of resources.  That’s why the welcoming is
limited to one afternoon per week.

External focus in conjunction with the city.
Give to the people of Aix who do not come a desire
to come inside, to discover the Church of the Mis-
sion, to learn about the Oblates and their life, to hear
the message of Eugene de Mazenod, to learn about
today’s Church.  This is how we hope to achieve
that:

• Opening the chapel in the evening.
• Conferences by Bernard DULLIER, open

to all.
• Conferences by Oblates who are passing

through and who can tell us of the reality of
their mission.

• Being closer to the people and getting to
know their day to day lives in order to help
them.

• An exhibit in the cloister; weekend organi-
zation and illumination of the chapel in the
evenings.

So many goals and objectives, so many services
were the subject of these meetings (4 or 5 per year)
where each one found a role, according to desires,
level of enthusiasm, and ability. This “Community of
Christians” gathers in a climate of friendship and au-
thenticity.  Each person feels involved in the devel-

opment of the Mission and of the Church of today
throughout the city, in the spirit of the charism of
Eugene de Mazenod.

Every meeting begins with prayer, sometimes cho-
sen by one of the participants.  Sometimes it’s diffi-
cult to realize that I am the one who is responsible,
but it is worth the effort to do it.

At the same time, but in a more spiritual vein, a small
group of laity has been formed who want to know
the person of Saint Eugene and go more deeply into
his spirituality.  How can one live that spirituality in
one’s own life?  The book of Bernard Dullier, « Prier
15 jours avec Eugène de Mazenod » (Pray for 15
Days with Eugene de Mazenod) serves as the
source for personal work and reflection. It affords
the opportunity for concrete and deeply felt intro-
spection in a climate of trust, of tolerance, of re-
spect and friendship.  Listening to another is per-
sonally enriching.  The presence of some Oblates in
the group is appreciated.  They are on the same
level that we are.  But they bring us something more:
a life lived in a different way.

Furthermore, the Oblates are beginning to team up
with the laity in managing the household.  According
to their talents, the men are taking care of the build-
ings and the follow-up on contracts.  It’s a begin-
ning and it is promising! (Marguerite Frebot in
Témoignages et Documents, n° 44, January 2006)

CHINA
Bringing hope to the lepers

Fr. Ireneusz (Irek) DAMPC left his Polish home-
land in 1995 to study English in Australia.  This
was a preparation for the assignment he really
wanted: the Oblate Mission in China.  In 1997,
he arrived in Hong Kong and spent two years
there studying Cantonese.  He is now involved in
parish ministry. On the delegation’s website,
www.omichina.com, he tells of a pastoral visit
he made recently to bring the message of Christ
to the patients at a leprosarium.

The trip from Xi’an to Han Zhong took eight hours
by bus. The distance between these two cities is not
so great, about three hundred kilometers. However,
the road goes through the mountains and sometimes
it gets so narrow that just one vehicle can get
through.

In spite of the long hours sitting in the bus, I enjoyed
the beautiful scenery outside the window. The peo-
ple in the bus were very friendly. They shared with
me fruits and water and since I was the only for-
eigner traveling on that bus, they asked me many
questions. So, it was a very good chance to use my
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very basic Mandarin, which I learned during a two-
month course in Beijing.

Four Sisters, from the Congregation of Franciscan
Missionaries of Peace were waiting for me in Han
Zhong. After a quick dinner, we went to the lepro-
sarium, where the sisters have been living for two
years.

The leprosarium is about twenty kilometers from the
city. It is located in a very beautiful place near the
mountains. There are more than three hundred lep-
ers living in that place. The village is divided into
three areas: for men, for women and for families.
The lepers live in barracks; each one divided into
ten small rooms. Unfortunately, there is no running
water in the rooms. They have running water only at
the front of each building.

The sisters’ house is near the center of the village. In
their house, they have a few rooms, a chapel, a
kitchen, a common toilet and a shower. They also
have a little vegetable garden at the front of the house.
They were able to build the house with financial as-
sistance from the Jesuits from Macau.

Every day after breakfast, I would go with the sis-
ters to one of the areas. There we would find twenty
lepers waiting for us to cleanse their wounds in the
two rooms furnished with running water.  Each
wound must be cleansed very thoroughly two or
three times before applying medicine.

After taking care of the patients, we would spend
time cleaning all the medical instruments and pre-
paring medicines for the next day. The instruments
have to be disinfected and sanitized by sterilizing
them.

The sisters work very long and hard hours with great
dedication and patience. They clean the rooms, pre-
pare meals, and wash clothes for the lepers who are
missing limbs or are blind.

Some of the lepers do not have any wounds; how-
ever, the disease is attacking their nerves and slowly
destroying them. In the early stage of the illness, they
are able to take care of themselves and even help
others. There are some who work in the garden;
some of them produce charcoal for cooking and

make noodles.

A couple of doctors come to examine the patients
once a week. Sometimes, the diagnosis calls for an
amputation in order to stop the spread of the dis-
ease to the rest of the body. In these cases, the sis-
ters are always there to support and pray for the
unfortunate patient.

Among the 300 lepers, just one is a Catholic. How-
ever, everyone knows that the four women helping
them were Catholic nuns. Some of them are quite
interested in becoming Christians.

One of the doctors asked many questions regarding
God, faith and the life of Jesus. The Sisters spent
many hours with him, answering his questions. They
advised him to go to a nearby town to talk to a priest
and see a church and a parish community. So, he
did. He went to talk to the priest and see the church.
When he came back, he shared his experience. He
said: “Dear sisters, I talked to the priest. I saw a
beautiful church. But, I don’t like their God. I like
your God.” The sisters smiled and explained to him
that there is only one God. However, he found it
very difficult to understand.

The time I had with the lepers and the sisters was a
very fruitful and enriching experience that helped me
to know Jesus even more. It also helped me know
and understand better the Chinese culture. I appre-
ciated the opportunity to make some new friends
there. I believe it was a great gift, strengthening my
faith and vocation; it will enable me to continue to
serve the poorest of the poor.
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NATAL
Episcopal Ordination of Bishop Barry Wood,
OMI

Ten thousand people arrived on February 26 at the
International Convention Center in Durban to cel-
ebrate the 25th anniversary of the episcopal ordina-
tion of Wilfrid Cardinal Napier, OFM. At the cel-
ebration, Father Barry WOOD was ordained as
Auxiliary Bishop of Durban.  The ceremony was
delayed for 30 minutes to provide more space for
the crowds. Serving as co-consecrators at the ordi-
nation liturgy were Archbishop Liborius
NASHENDA of Windhoek and Archbishop Jabulani
NXUMALO of Bloemfontein.

More than thirty bishops from around southern Af-
rica concelebrated in the liturgy together with about
100 Priests.  The five-hour Eucharistic celebration
was filled with music and dance, reflecting the di-
verse cultures of the people of the Archdiocese of
Durban. Father Mbheki NGCOBO, dressed in tra-
ditional dress of the Imbongi, sang and danced the
praises of the new bishop. Also in attendance were
a large number of representatives of other churches
and religions in the area as well as the Mayor of
Durban, Obed Mlaba and a number of other digni-
taries.

Cardinal Napier was ordained Bishop of Kokstad
on February 28, 1981. He was appointed Arch-
bishop of Durban on March 29, 1992 and elevated
to Cardinal priest of S. Francesco d’Assisi ad Acilia
on February 21, 2001. Bishop Wood has served as
Parish Priest in the Archdiocese of Durban as well
as being Superior of St Josephs Scholasticate from
1986-1992 and Provincial of the Natal Province
from 1992-1998.

NORTHERN SOUTH AFRICA
Death of former General Councillor

Father Patrick HOGAN died in Johannesburg on
March 23, 2006, after a lengthy illness.  At the 1972
General Chapter, he was elected to be the first Gen-
eral Councillor for Africa, a post which he held until
1980, having served during the administrations of

both Richard HANLEY and Fernand JETTÉ.

Born in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) in 1925, in his
youth he was a national rugby and boxing cham-
pion.  After military service in World War II, he
joined the Oblates of the Transvaal Province in South
Africa.  Ordained to the priesthood in 1953, he
served first in parishes and then as novice master
until his appointment as provincial in 1970.

After his service on the General Council, he returned
to South Africa where he engaged in parish ministry
in Maryvale and in Malvern.  His parishioners loved
him as a gentle and loving person who always had
time to listen to them and to give of himself gener-
ously.

LESOTHO
Mazenod Parish – 75th  Anniversary

Mazenod Parish at Thota-moli, in the Archdiocese
of Maseru, Lesotho, has an interesting and unique
75-year history.  The parish will celebrate its anni-
versary on May 20, 2006.

In 1930 the ecclesiastical and religious administra-
tions of Basutoland (now Lesotho), till then joined
in one person, namely, the Apostolic Vicar, were
separated.  The religious (i.e. Oblates) were attached
to the Oblate Province of Canada, with Fr. Henri
LEBRETON as the first Vicar Provincial of
Basutoland.

In the same year, the question of finding a regular
place for the Oblates was discussed thoroughly.  This
would help avoid any difficulties in the future, re-
garding the property belonging to the Church and
the property of the Oblates.  The Province of Canada
encouraged the project and promised its support.
Finally, it was agreed that Thota-moli would be an
ideal place.

On November 25, 1930, the day following the feast
of Christ the King, Chief Leonard Leloko came to
Thota-moli to carry-out the mandate given him by
Paramount Chief Griffith Lerotholi to donate a piece
of land in that region to the Oblates.  Representing
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the Church were Monsignor Gérard MARTIN, the
newly appointed Vicar Apostolic, Fr. Ubald
VILLENEUVE, the Canadian Oblate Provincial,
and Fr. Henri Lebreton, his delegate.

After the feast of All Saints, the construction work

began immediately.  A comprehensive complex was
set up.  Besides the church, it included the printing
house, the novitiate, carpentry and mechanical work-
shops and a farm that raised poultry, pigs and cattle.
Also in the agenda were the Sisters’ convent and the
schools.  (Fr. Michael MOOROSI – Mazenod Par-
ish).

COLOMBIA
Working for the Church of Cartagena

Excerpts from an interview with Father Roger
HALLÉE, OMI, by Guy GAUDREAU, OMI.

“When you’re talking about the missions,” says Fa-
ther Roger Hallée, “you’re talking about life.  No
matter how old you are, you don’t stop being a mis-
sionary.

“As for myself, I am working with the youth of the
Church of Cartagena, a city of 680,300 people in
Colombia, on the Antilles Sea.  The reason why the
Oblates from Haiti responded to the call to Colom-
bia is tied directly to their culture that is so much like
that of the Colombians in Cartagena.  The Colom-
bians in this city are of Afro-Spanish origins.  There
is a whole area called Choco that is entirely African.
The liturgy is in Spanish, and it would be good to
integrate it more into the African culture.

“There are serious conflicts in Colombia.  Drugs are
often the cause.  There are three factions trying to
control the country: a group of guerillas who are
trying to battle a government that is, unfortunately,
corrupt.  Then, there is a second group made up of
paramilitaries who protect the large estates and who
are at war with the guerillas.  Finally, there is a third
group made up of government forces and, with the
help of the United States, who are trying to get the
paramilitaries to be on their side.

“It’s very difficult for the drug dealers to deposit
their huge revenues in the national bank.  Therefore,
they have found a tactic:  they buy up properties,
often at gun point, to launder their money.  The local
government steps in, in their own way. When they
have proof, there are penalties: the government con-

fiscates their goods.  On the other hand, it is ironic.
Drug trafficking is condemned by the Colombian
government, with the help of the United States,
which, on the other hand, is among the biggest buy-
ers of these drugs.

“The Church seems to be cooperating with the offi-
cial government.  The latter pays for the schools.
And there are many religious congregations involved
in teaching.  Some universities are internationally rec-
ognized.  But there is still a lot to be done in this
regard!  Migration has brought many people to the
edges of the cities. There are many children living on
the streets.  For example, in one parish of more than
25,000 inhabitants, there are the secular clergy and
several religious congregations, including the Ob-
lates, involved there.  The Oblates try to form small
communities, especially among the youth.

“There is a future.  In Colombia there are eleven
Oblates, of whom four are Haitians, two are Ameri-
cans, one is Colombian, and there are four scholas-
tics.  The Mission was established twelve years ago.
It should be noted that the diocese of Cartagena
dates from the 15th century.  It has been the source
of many vocations.  It is a dynamic and developing
Church.  The liturgy is usually traditional and tied to
its Spanish origins.  Nevertheless, it is a Church that
is seeking to open itself more and more to the mod-
ern world.”  (Apostolat international, janvier-
février 2006)

BRAZIL
Patience, perseverance, and slow results

In the March 2006 edition of OMI Information,
we published a story about the ministry of Fr.
Roberto De VALICOURT, and about the danger-
ous lives of the poor people he serves in an “in-
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vasion” area of Belém in the state of Pará, north-
ern Brazil.  This is another small chapter in their
story.

The struggle to build a world of peace is full of ups
and downs, of failures and small victories.  One needs
much patience and perseverance and should not be
too concerned about seeing immediate results.  Be-
fore this, I had never worked in the midst of gangs,
much less in the midst of assaults and murders.

One thing that I have discovered is that when there
is a group seated outside of a house and they re-
spond to my “Good morning” or “Good evening,”
everything is fine.  But when they do not respond
and turn their faces away from me, it means they are
getting ready for something bad.  They are taking
drugs to pump up their courage.

And that’s what happened.  I was chatting with a
mother from my group when I heard gunshots.  Eve-
ryone was running and the woman wanted me to
come inside her house.  But I stayed there to watch.
W. from the local street gang was running and shoot-
ing, together with D.

They killed C. because of an old fight from two years
earlier.  The police arrived and arrested both of them.
They detained W. because he is an adult, but they
freed D. who is sixteen years old.

Another day of violence and death of our young-
sters, but after that, things calmed down.

However, the muggings continue.  There are two
gang members who just don’t want to give it up.
It’s their way of paying for their cigarettes.  The most
dangerous one is M.  In January, the police caught
him.  They beat him up badly; he showed me his

bruises.  I took advantage of the occasion to have a
good conversation with him. He seems to respect
me, but who knows if he will ever change his life-
style?

Nevertheless, there are small signs of fellowship, of
solidarity, of change.  A young girl was pregnant as
the result of a gang rape.  The other women gave
her some diapers and watched over her.  Some peo-
ple advised her to have an abortion, but she refused.
Another small victory!

The gangster, D., asked me when I was going to
call a meeting; he said he wanted to attend.  I know
he will not be there, but it’s a small sign that he might
want to change.

I gave up one of the two houses I was renting so I
would not have to pay for both of them.  I am
remodeling the other.  We need a place to meet with
the women and children when it is raining, and I need
a place to rest in the afternoon.  Without a good
nap, one just cannot keep going!

The fact that the “padre” is renting a house on 13th

Street is a very strong signal.  Some of them say,
“That padre is crazy: he’s going to die there!”  But
the people are beginning to look at the residents of
13th Street differently.  It might be a street of gang-
sters, but good people live there as well.  And they
wonder, “Why has the violence diminished and the
gun fire stopped?”

This is just one fragile and tiny brick in the building
of a just and peaceful society.  But I am very happy
to give a bit of myself towards its success.  It is
there that people can experience God, just as the
monks do in the silence of their monastery.  (Nossas
Notícias, January 2006)

LACOMBE
A trip to Nunavut

Laden with supplies of Polish sausage, sauerkraut,
fruit and vegetables, Andy BOYER, Provincial of
OMI Lacombe and Tom NOVAK, Taché Local
Community Superior, joined the annual diocesan

gathering of Churchill-Hudson Bay from January 30
to February 3. Bishop ROULEAU called together
the seven priests of his diocese – all of whom are
Oblates – in Rankin Inlet, Nunavut on the north-
western side of Hudson’s Bay. Fr. MEEÙS gra-
ciously hosted the gathering. Parishes and missions
are isolated, food is unbelievably expensive and four
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of the Oblates are originally from Poland, so Tom,
Andy and their gifts were given an enthusiastic wel-
come!

Stereotypes cannot help but colour our perception
of life and ministry in the North; even those of us
who have grown up in Canada often have but hazy
ideas based on school lessons from long ago or from
reading Midst Ice and Snow. The Arctic has
changed. Vast distances, isolation, high cost of liv-
ing, intense cold (despite global warming!), language
and closeness to the land remain … but the North is
a living culture, not a static museum. Alcohol and
drugs such as crystal meth, marijuana and even
heroin, have become a growing problem; sometimes
people in the community who should be part of the
solution are in fact part of the problem. Flowing from
this is an increase in violence and accidents – often
with tragic results. Break-ins and vandalism, almost
unheard of in the past, are becoming more com-
monplace. Problems difficult enough to deal with in
a southern community, where resources are more
readily available, can be overwhelming in an iso-
lated village, lacking social services, where some-
thing as basic as going for a drive is not an option
and ‘getting away for awhile’ is prohibitively expen-
sive. Television, via satellite dish, is a constant in
every home, indoctrinating the children with foreign
values incomprehensible to the community elders and
subtly teaching the young that traditional culture can-
not possibly compete with the excitement of life
‘down south’.

Added to this pot of social disintegration, and sour-
ing the relationship between the Oblates and the
people to whom they were sent, are the offences
committed by missionaries in the past. While abuse
in its various forms was perpetrated by a few, it is all
the Oblates who pay the price. When children coming
running up and want to hug Father, what do you
do? You are faced with the unpalatable choice of
turning children away or leaving yourself open to
accusations.  Missionaries can no longer assume they
are welcome in every home; anger has been openly
expressed and threats of violence made.

Recent history has seen evangelical churches mov-
ing into communities that were once largely Catho-
lic or Anglican. These churches are often well funded
and come with ready-made resources and a well-

honed plan of proselytization, which capitalizes on
missionary’s past mistakes. As confusion and dis-
cord grow in people’s minds, church attendance and
participation in the sacraments fall off.

Despite difficulties, hope flourishes. For daily Eucha-
rist a large group gathered and afterwards people
stayed to visit. They were evidently happy to have
the northern Oblate missionaries gather in their com-
munity and they celebrated joyfully, especially true
when the Bishop had a mass honouring his anniver-
sary of ordination to the priesthood. Inuit liturgies
are not staid affairs but filled with lively singing and
movement. Present were an Inuit couple whose
names have been forwarded to Rome with the re-
quest that they be named Honourary Oblates.  Mass
was followed by a special meal and people lingered
late into the night sharing stories.

When asked what struck him most during his visit,
Andy replied,  “I was impressed by the sincerity of
the missionaries working in Nunavut – the depth of
their faith and courage – their patience to work in
what is sometimes a very difficult situation. Despite
the difficulties they wouldn’t want to move. It’s home
for them. They’ve learned the language, Inuktitut,
and always spoke it with the people. Mass was in
Inuktitut and all the visiting that happened afterwards
was in the local language.

They have a wonderful community there. They rely
on one another and the young missionaries listened
attentively to the older ones; you could see that they
really wanted to learn from their experiences! They
have a true missionary spirit. You can see that they
are alive and excited about what they are doing. At
the liturgies even the older missionaries would be
clapping and kind of dancing as they sang the
Inuktitut hymns. ”

Andy also spoke of how all the Oblates contributed
to the building up of community. Proving once again
that missionaries make excellent cooks, they pre-
pared their own meals and at various times feasted
on caribou, Arctic char and a dish special to Polish
culture (Bigos) – a mixture of sauerkraut, mush-
rooms and various meats including chicken gizzards.
For men a long way from the country of their birth,
it was a nostalgic taste of home!



454/10 May  2006

Oblates have a long, proud history of missionary
work in the Arctic. Saints have been produced in its
icy crucible. As with most of our ministries, its fu-
ture is unclear. However, should any area of evan-
gelization in Canada offer both challenge and hope,
the Arctic community certainly does. Young mission-
aries and old, bonded in Oblate community con-
tinue to be inspired by the vision of De Mazenod as
they work to establish the Kingdom of God. (INFO
Lacombe, February 17, 2006, submitted by
Harley MAPES, OMI)

UNITED STATES
New Orleans: the needs are still great

Father William O’DONNELL, a member of the
United States Province’s administrative team, re-
cently visited New Orleans where people con-
tinue to struggle with the effects of last August’s
hurricane.

Sometimes the travels that we members of the pro-
vincial team make are quick visits to a meeting here
or there in the province. At other times, we are able
to spend more time in a place, and see what is hap-
pening in the ministry that Oblates and those asso-
ciated with us are doing. I was recently able to com-
bine both facets of traveling as I lived for a few days
at St. Jude’s Shrine in New Orleans with Fr. Tony
RIGOLI. There was a meeting with the archbishop
for religious leaders and there was the weekend at
the parish in the city.

By now, many people have seen the pictures of New
Orleans during and after the hurricane and flood of
late August 2005.  Many logistical difficulties con-
tinue to hinder a return to normal life there.  Plans to
renew and rebuild the city have been put forth by
the mayor’s commission.

I expected to see the hurricane destruction and, in
some sense, that is not the biggest problem. In time,
fallen trees can be removed and damaged roofs can
be repaired.  But those problems are small com-
pared to the reality of the flood damage. Mile after
mile along the edge of the lake, and three to four
miles into the city, homes that appear to be fine on
the outside have suffered major water damage on
the interior, making it necessary to totally remove

whatever was inside and begin anew. Rich and poor
homes alike have been affected.  The question that
easily comes to mind is this: “How do I encourage
my neighbors to come back so that I’m not the only
one in this area?”

In the midst of this, Tony and the people and staff at
St. Jude’s, located on the edge of the French Quar-
ter, are continuing the work that Mike AMESSE,
Porfirio GARCIA, and Tony began when they min-
istered to the evacuees in Houston and San Antonio
immediately after Katrina.

First, there is listening. Even in the short time I was
there, and amid the relatively normal life of a week-
end in the French Quarter, people were anxious to
tell what happened (or did not happen) to them, their
families, their friends and neighbors.

The parish’s community center building is sheltering
people who go out every day to work but have no
place to live, and have moved into small meeting
rooms with whatever they have with them. The par-
ish hall is a distribution center of clothes for those
who lost everything. The Masses on the weekdays
and weekends are filled with worshipers who are
anxious to hear the Good News of the Gospel in the
midst of the uncertainty that has become part of life
in their city.  They seek consolation in that message
of hope.

This is just one story of Oblate ministry in one place
at this one time. It is replicated all over the world, in
different circumstances and by different men. Prayer,
consolation and material help. Bringing Good News
to the poor. It is what we are vowed to do. The best
part of being on a provincial administration is seeing
the very real living out of the vows in person, in New
Orleans and throughout the province.

UNITED STATES
Working to prevent suicide

In the past 25 years, while the general frequency of
suicide has declined, the rate of suicide among those
between 15 and 24 years of age has tripled.  Sui-
cide is commonly considered to be the second or
third most common cause of death among adoles-
cents.
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Stunned by six suicides in Sisseton, South Dakota,
and the surrounding areas in 2004, members of the
Sisseton Ministerial Alliance set up a task force to
advocate for suicide prevention.  About 25 mem-
bers, representing, among other organizations,
churches, tribal organizations, and schools formed
“There’s Hope,” a suicide prevention group.

Leading the effort to prevent suicides is Fr. Norman
VOLK, pastor of the two Catholic parishes in
Sisseton.  Following the lead of the Human Serv-
ices Agency in nearby Watertown, “There’s Hope”
spent several months collecting information on a wide
variety of community resources and compiling them
into one booklet.

Financed by donations from local businesses, and
by a grant from the Catholic Foundation for Eastern
South Dakota, 1600 copies of the booklet have been
mailed to families and made available at other
Sisseton locations. Fr. Volk says that there are sev-
eral projects to supplement the booklet, including
distribution of posters which include a pocket con-
taining business cards for the National Suicide
Hotline; designing T-shirts to be worn by committee
members and school teachers at various activities;
passing out flyers at sporting events in the area with
suggestions for dealing with depression.

The Oblates have ministered for many decades in
the Sisseton area with people of European heritage
and with Native Americans of the Sisseton-
Wahpeton Sioux tribe.

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP
Christian Dionne invited to Paris

In May 2005, Christian DIONNE was invited to
give the keynote address at the International Sym-
posium of RRENAB (a network of exegesis spe-
cializing in narrative analysis).  Those in charge of
this academic organization have invited him to give
another conference, this time in Paris.  Therefore,
next June 8-12, Christian will be on French soil.  The
theme of his conference will be: “Acts 13 and the
Discourse at Antioch of Pisidia.”

For those who might be interested, Christian has
just published in the review, Science et Esprit, two
articles on the scientific exegesis of the missionary

discourses in the Acts of the Apostles.  The first is
entitled « L’épisode de Lystre (Ac 14, 7-20a) : une
analyse narrative » (The Episode at Lystra [Acts
14 :7-20a]: a narative analysis) and the second:
« La figure narrative de Dieu dans le discours à Lystre
(Ac 14, 15-17) » (The Narrative Image of God
in the Discourse at Lystra [Acts 14:15-17]).
(INFO OMI 15 mars 2006)

LACOMBE
A new page in Oblate history

“It’s turning a page in our Oblate history” is how
Jim BLEACKLEY describes the appointment of
Vancouver diocesan priest Gary Gordon as Bishop-
elect to the Diocese of Whitehorse.

As with most of northern Canada, our congrega-
tion was instrumental in the evangelization of the ter-
ritory and the bishop has always been an Oblate.
While there is a sense of loss and a realization that
things are changing, Jim sees things in a very posi-
tive light. “In two years, most of the clergy will be
diocesan. I truly feel this is an important time for the
Whitehorse diocese. Finally, the wider Canadian
church is going to have to get more involved with
what is happening in the north. As a diocesan, he
[Gary Gordon] will be able to tap into resources
the Oblates couldn’t.”

Listening to Jim reflect on the changing Oblate real-
ity in the Yukon, the expression that springs to mind
is, “The contemplative has nowhere to go and
the missionary has nowhere to stay.” We are a
missionary congregation; our goal is to establish the
church and then move on. Nevertheless, it can some-
times be difficult to accept transitions; the time comes
when part of our job is finished. The Catholic faith
communities of the Yukon may not always function
like smoothly running, well-organized parishes in
southern Canada; perhaps they never will and per-
haps they shouldn’t! The Yukon is a different real-
ity. Along with the sadness, there has to be a certain
satisfaction on our part that the diocese has been
judged ready to be handed over to those who should
be in charge of a rapidly maturing community – the
diocesan clergy. Could we say that as Oblates we
had fulfilled our mandate if it was never time for us
to leave?
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Jim is confident that the torch of leadership is be-
ing passed on to one worthy to carry it. “Gary re-
minds me a lot of Tom LOBSINGER [former
Oblate bishop who died tragically in a plane crash]
in his pastoral approach, deep compassion and his
way of speaking from the heart. I think the six-
year wait to get a new bishop was worth it and
personally, I’m feeling very excited and hopeful.
I’m enthusiastically looking forward to working with
him. When he came up to Whitehorse and met with
the diocesan staff, he expressed his admiration and
appreciation for the work done by the Oblates.”

As a congregation – and specifically as OMI
Lacombe – our question has to be, “Where to from
here?” Still ministering in the Yukon are: Joseph
GUILBAUD (91), Pierre RIGAUD (86), Jean-
Marie MOUCHET (89), Jim BLEACKLEY (59)
and Jack HERKLOTZ (55). With Tim
COONEN’S departure for Ottawa to take up the
position of treasurer and no one on the horizon to
replace him in the North, there can be the feeling
that we’re leaving the area behind. During a time
of diminishing manpower, how do we continue to
serve, albeit in a manner different from the past?

As we wrestle with these questions, the diocese
and Oblates get ready to celebrate the consecra-
tion of the new bishop of Whitehorse. Oblates who
have worked in the Yukon have been invited back
– for some, this will be the last gathering, the last
opportunity to share the stories of both the hard-
ships and the laughter … to recall the excitement
of venturing out into a new land far from home, to

reminisce about the difficulties in learning new lan-
guages and learning to share the gospel in cultures
different from one’s own. Woven through all of this,
though it may remain largely unspoken, will be sto-
ries of men who learned to survive a land where
beauty is mundane in its abundance but also a land
merciless with mistakes. They will be the stories of
our saints, un-canonized though they may be. To para-
phrase St. John, and there are also many stories of
the Oblates in the Yukon, which if they were writ-
ten in detail, I suppose that even the world itself
would not contain the books which were written.
(by Harley MAPES, OMI in INFO Lacombe 10
March 2006)

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP
With much deserved admiration…

If you are not a famous movie star, it’s rare to find
yourself surrounded by admirers…even less so if you
are an Oblate Brother.  Usually, 25, 35 or even 50
years of quiet work don’t seem to get people ex-
cited.  However, the City of Gatineau, Radio-Canada,
and the newspaper, Le Droit, chose, as Personality
of the Year 2005, in the socio-communitarian cat-
egory, Réjean GADOUAS.  On February 8, at the
University of Québec de l’Outaouais, Réjean joined
other famous stars, such as the young singer, Pierre
Lapointe, the actress, Louison Danis, and others.
After he had recovered from the surprise and the
emotions of the moment, Réjean felt completely at
ease with the other celebrities who, in their own way,
try to be Good News for our world.

Anniversaries – June 2006

70 years of religious life
1936.06.07 06916 Bro. Alexander Sampson Saint Peter’s

70  years of priesthood
1936.06.06 05112 Fr. Julio Rodríguez Argentina-Chile
1936.06.18 05145 Fr. John Boser Lacombe
1936.06.21 05102 Fr. Alfred Rozynek Poland
1936.06.28 05068 Fr. Alcide Cossette Lacombe

65 years of religious life
1941.06.09 07795 Bro. Lucien Morin Notre-Dame-du-Cap
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1941.06.12 07800 Bro. Vito Di Biase General Administration
1941.06.12 07799 Bro. Giuseppe D’Orazio General Administration
1941.06.29 07292 Fr. Edward Collins United States
1941.06.29 07294 Fr. Francis Montalbano United States
1941.06.29 07291 Fr. Robert Vreteau United States

65 years of priesthood
1941.06.07 06390 Fr. Charles Borgers United States
1941.06.09 06206 Fr. Lawrence Deery United States
1941.06.11 06211 Fr. Kazimierz Szymurski Poland
1941.06.12 06438 Fr. William O’Donovan Anglo-Irish
1941.06.13 06169 Fr. Timothy Riffel Lacombe
1941.06.13 06392 Fr. Leonard Stocker Lacombe
1941.06.15 06370 Fr. Louis-Paul Lachance Grandin
1941.06.15 06142 Fr. Jean Laperrière Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1941.06.15 06441 Fr. Jean-Marie Lizé Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1941.06.15 06541 Fr. Roma Payant Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1941.06.15 06151 Fr. Léo-Paul Pigeon Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1941.06.15 06645 Fr. Guy Piuze Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1941.06.22 06405 Fr. Anatole Baillargeon United States

60 years of religious life
1946.06.01 08640 Bro. Richard Schultz United States
1946.06.29 08133 Fr. Robert Callahan United States
1946.06.29 08136 Fr. Carlos Krzewinski Mexico
1946.06.29 08134 Fr. James Pfeifer United States

60 years of priesthood
1946.06.03 07149 Fr. Edmundo Leising Brazil
1946.06.09 07356 Fr. Joseph Smith Northern S. A.
1946.06.15 07481 Fr. Charles Bérubé Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1946.06.15 07126 Fr. Roger Brouillet Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1946.06.15 07329 Fr. Jean Girouard Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1946.06.15 07327 Fr. Yvon Saint-Arnaud Notre-Dame-du-Cap

50 years of priesthood
1956.06.07 09075 Fr. Claude Paquet Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1956.06.08 08918 Fr. Alfred Hubenig Lacombe
1956.06.09 08901 Fr. Charles Beausoleil United States
1956.06.09 09325 Fr. Lorne Mackey Saint Paul’s
1956.06.09 09098 Fr. John Mulligan Saint Paul’s
1956.06.13 09060 Fr. Vincent Ott United States
1956.06.16 09284 Fr. Maurice Joly Grandin
1956.06.24 09141 Fr. Paul Duda Germany
1956.06.24 09129 Fr. Emil Glombica Poland
1956.06.24 09132 Fr. Tadeusz Hajduk Poland
1956.06.24 09139 Fr. Tadeusz Krzeminski Poland
1956.06.24 09137 Fr. Augustyn Matysek Poland
1956.06.24 09143 Fr. Antoni Pospiech Poland
1956.06.24 09077 Fr. Raimundo Poulin Argentina-Chile
1956.06.29 08844 Fr. Antonio Ciccone Italy
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25 years of priesthood
1981.06.14 12356 Fr. Mieczyslaw Bajek United States
1981.06.14 12364 Fr. Roman Domagala Cameroon
1981.06.14 12365 Fr. Jan Jarosz Scandinavia
1981.06.14 12366 Fr. Piotr Jasionowski Scandinavia
1981.06.14 12363 Fr. Piotr Koloch Poland
1981.06.14 12367 Fr. Eugeniusz Machnica Scandinavia
1981.06.14 12359 Fr. Mieczyslaw Oleksiuk Poland
1981.06.14 12362 Fr. Andrzej Swiatek Poland
1981.06.14 12368 Fr. Adam Wojtczak Poland
1981.06.18 12335 Fr. Brian Maher Anglo-Irish
1981.06.26 12296 Fr. Vincent James Lacombe
1981.06.27 12373 Fr. Antonio Mazzeo Italy
1981.06.28 12334 Fr. James McMahon Anglo-Irish
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Suffrages for our Deceased
No. 28-31

NAME PROVINCE BIRTH DIED AT DATE

Fr. Patrick Hogan Northern S.A. 20/07/1925 Johannesburg 23/03/2006

Fr. Louis Ménez France 09/09/1922 Ste. Foy, Lyon 25/03/2006

Fr. Joseph Pulle Colombo 02/03/1945 Colombo 10/04/2006

Fr. Lévesque Gilbert Lacombe 09/01/1920 Edmonton 13/04/2006

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them,
faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.” (const. 43)


