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Rome: Fr. Phillip Pöllitzer named bishop in Namibia

On May 31, His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI named Fr. Phillip PÖLLITZER as bishop of the
Diocese of Keetmanshoop in Namibia.

Until January 2007, he was the provincial of the Province of Namibia.  Born in Mörtelsdorf in the
Archdiocese of Salzburg, Austria, in 1940, he completed his Oblate formation in Hünfeld, Germany,
where he was ordained a priest in 1965.

His first obedience was to Namibia where he exercised pastoral ministry in the eastern part of the
Archdiocese of Windhoek.  He has also been responsible for the formation of permanent deacons in
that archdiocese and was professor at the Interdiocesan Seminary of St. Charles Lwanga in Windhoek.

The Diocese of Keetmanshoop covers over 264,000 square kilometers in the southern part of
Namibia.  According to the diocesan web site, there are about 38,000 Catholics in 21 parishes
(27.9% of the population).  Other statistics include: two diocesan priests and 18 religious priests;
18 permanent deacons; 23 men religious and 49 women religious.  All of the previous bishops
were Oblates of St. Francis de Sales.

Ukraine: Remembering an Oblate martyr

The Oblate priests and brothers of the Delegation
of Ukraine met from May 15-19 in Obukhiv, near
Kiev, to reflect on their ministry in that country.  The
focus of their reflection and discussion was prayer
in the life of the missionary, as well as how to bring
the message of Jesus to a people of whom, according
to statistics, 54% do not identify with any religion.
The Oblates minister in about 20 parishes in Ukraine.

The session began with prayer and with a conference
by Don Jan Sikorsi, the spiritual director of the major
seminary of Kiev.  His topic was: “What is the most
important thing for the missionary?”

May 17 was an especially important day for the
Oblates.  They traveled some 400 km from Kiev to
the parish church of Rokytne.  There, together with

numerous parishioners, they celebrated a solemn
Mass on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of
the birth of Servant of God Ludwik
WRODARCZYK, martyred in 1943 at Okopy
because he refused to let the church be destroyed
by Ukrainian nationalists.  They cut him  with a saw,
and because he was still alive, they tied him to a tree
and shot him.  Devotion to this Oblate priest is still
very much alive in the hearts of the faithful.
Therefore, after the Mass, the Oblates went to the
place where Fr. Wrodarczyk died.  Today there is a
field where, before the war, there was the church
and the village of Okopy.  Today, all that remains is
a cemetery where the Oblates erected a cross with
the inscription: “On the occasion of the 100th

anniversary of the birth of Fr. Ludwik Wrodarczyk
(Continued, p. 2)
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General Administration

OMI (1907-1943), who died here a martyr’s death,
remaining faithful to his vocation to the end.
17.05.2007. Oblates of Mary Immaculate.”

Perhaps it is thanks to Fr. Ludwik that the Oblate
Congregation is working and developing in Ukraine.
Fr. Ludwik was the only priest who stayed in Volinia;
during the war he did not go back to Poland.  He
did not hide, but he zealously continued to preach
God’s word, not only in Okopy, but all the way to
Zhytomyr and Kiev, where for many years people
had been waiting for a priest to baptize them and
give them Holy Communion.  His friend, Don Antoni
Chomicki from Murafa remembers him: “I loved that
priest so much.  He was so modest and humble.  It
was as if something was speaking through him.  I
was amazed that everyone wanted to go to
confession to him.  They went to him because they
sensed his holiness.  Whenever he preached a

retreat, some sort of holiness, some sort of force
spoke through him.”

As they placed the cross in the place where the
church and the village once stood, the Oblates
prayed for the strength to persevere in their own
vocation, and to be able to preach the word of God
in today’s world.

The last day of the Oblate gathering at Obukhiv was
under the guidance of Bishop Jan Niemie, Auxiliary of
the Diocese of Kamyanets-Podilskyi.  In his conference,
he emphasized the importance of one’s personal witness
in preaching the Gospel to the people: “Each of us must
pass on to others our own experience of the life of
Jesus Christ.  In order to be able to do that, we need to
meet Christ in our own lives.  The people of Ukraine
suffers much because they do not know Jesus Christ…”
(Pavlo VYSHKOVSKYY)

GENERAL HOUSE

Farewell and welcome

As always happens at this time of the year at the
General House, there are departures and arrivals,
not only of guests, but also of members of the
community.  Some leave for holidays; some depart
for new ministries in their home Units.  Every
individual member of a community leaves some sort
of imprint on the whole group.  Therefore, arrivals
and departures necessarily bring changes and
adjustments to the “chemistry” of the community.

The biggest change this year is the new community
leadership.  On June 16, Gilberto PIÑON was
installed as superior of the General House,
replacing Jean-Pierre CALOZ.  Also installed
were the members of the new house council,
James ALLEN, Mauro CONCARDI, Eric
ALLEAUME, and Wedner BERARD.  Jean-
Pierre has returned to the Province of France
where he will be on the formation team at the
scholasticate in Lyon.

Several Oblates already returned to their home Units
when they finished their studies in the early part of
2007: Gnanapragasam ATPUTHARAJA (Jaffna),

Francisco PUERTA (Venezuela), and Peter
RAJANAYAGAM (Jaffna).  In the spring, Jerome
VELICHOR completed his licentiate and will soon
return to Jaffna.  Also returning to his province after
three years on the maintenance crew at the General
House was Bro. Tony SZKLARSKI (United States).

With its many ecclesiastical universities, Rome
attracts Oblates from all over the world for higher
studies (licentiates and doctorates).  Coming to Rome
in 2007 to either begin or complete higher degrees
are the following: Ajith WELLINGTON (Colombo),
Alan HENRIQUES (Natal), Paul MANESSA
(Congo), Arun ROZARIO (Bangladesh), and
Adimai Vincent SULIVAI (India).
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Europe

ANGLO-IRISH PROVINCE

Death of former Procurator General

Former Procurator General, Fr. Michael O’REILLY
died peacefully in his sleep on June 10, 2007, at the
Oblate residence in Inchicore a few months prior to
his 90th birthday.  He served in the General
Administration during the terms of four Superiors
General (Léo DESCHATELÊTS, Richard
HANLEY, Fernand JETTÉ, and Marcello ZAGO).

The Dublin native made his first profession of vows in
1935.  After his ordination in 1941, he taught Canon
Law at the Piltown scholasticate before going to Rome’s
Gregorian University where he earned a doctorate
“summa cum laude,” with a dissertation entitled “De
injusta censura ejusque obligatione.”  Having
returned to Ireland to continue his teaching ministry, he
was also superior at Piltown from 1958 until 1964.

From 1966 until 1987, he was the Congregation’s
chief legal advisor and our representative to the Holy
See.  After the General Chapter of 1974 a special
Committee was established to prepare a new text
of the Oblate Constitutions and Rules. Michael was
a very active member of that Committee which
continued its work throughout the following years
until the definitive text was published in 1982.

Those were difficult years, the era of post-Vatican
II. Many members of the Congregation left the
religious life and the priesthood and it was Michael’s
task to present each request for laicization to the
Vatican. Some of them had been his students in their
earlier years and he was saddened by their situation
but he never let that get him down. Whatever the
complications, he presented each case with meticulous
care and almost always succeeded in having their
situation regularized in the eyes of the Church.

Known at the Holy See as a canonist with a kind
and gentle heart, he was named a Consultor to the
Sacred Congregation for Religious and the
Congregation for the Clergy.  On top of all his other
duties, he taught Canon Law at the Pontifical Beda
College.  From 1982 until 1988, he was superior of
the General House community.

Michael’s knowledge of Canon Law and his ability
to put that law at the service of persons, rather than
the other way around, was legendary. In the various
offices he has exercised, he was consulted by
Oblates and Church authorities in all five continents.
Even while serving as Procurator General, he began,
in 1975, to be a summertime visiting professor of
Canon Law at St. Paul University, Ottawa.  When
he left Rome in 1988, he took up residence in
Ottawa and continued his teaching and consulting
until he “retired” to Ireland in 1994.  Until his health
called for full retirement in July 2006, he worked for
the Dublin Regional Marriage Tribunal, having been
appointed judge in 1997. (Thanks to Ned
CAROLAN for supplying some information.)

FRANCE

A living memory of Fr. Albini

May 20th was the 168th anniversary of the death of
Father ALBINI.  It was not a special anniversary; but
there is special enthusiasm for its annual celebration in
Vico (Corsica) where he gave back his soul to God
and where his mortal remains are buried.

A large gathering of faithful and pilgrims, coming from
Vico and the parishes of the “Pieve de Sorru” (region
of Vico), found its way to the Convent of Saint
Francis, the final destination of their pilgrimage.
Some came from overseas, such as the group led
by Fr. Noel LECA, a native of Vico, and Fr.
Bernardi, rector of the Basilica of St-Michel de
Menton where Charles Dominique Albini was born
and was baptized.  Even there on the continent, the
memory of and devotion to Fr. Albini are alive.

This year, besides the Provincial of France, Fr.
Bernard DULLIER, Fr. Joaquín MARTÍNEZ was
present in his role as Postulator General for Oblate
Causes.  At Mass, the church was filled with the
faithful.  The Eucharist was concelebrated by some
15 priests, assisted by a permanent deacon.  At the
end of the homily, the Postulator General challenged
the assembly: “Do you really want Fr. Albini to
be officially recognized as a saint?”  A thunderous
YES rang out in the church.  He invited them to
collaborate with the Cause, praying for graces and
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favors through Fr. Albini’s intercession.  At the end
of the celebration, some people approached the
Postulator to tell him of presumed miraculous cures
that could be worth looking into.

There was a full program for the feast, led by the
energetic Fr. Hubert SARRAZIN.  It began on the
vigil with a candlelight procession to the Lourdes
grotto, located a few hundred meters from the Con-
vent.  The theme for the prayers was “With Fr.
Albini, let us build a reconciled world.”  After-
wards, in the church, there was exposition and ben-
ediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

On the morning of the 20th, after a welcome by the
provincial, there was the solemn Eucharistic celebra-
tion, enlivened by the choir and the Confraternity of
Fr. Albini.  At the end, the members of that group
renewed their “vows” at the tomb of Fr. Albini.

The mayor of Vico, François Colonna, took the oc-
casion to approach the Postulator, asking him to tell
the Oblate General Administration about the impor-
tance of the Oblate presence and the memory of the
Apostle of Corsica, not only for Vico, but for the
whole region and, indirectly, for the whole island.
(Joaquín Martínez)

CENTRAL EUROPEAN PROVINCE

Golden jubilee of episcopacy

Priests consider it a great grace to be able to
celebrate the golden jubilee of their ordination.  But
on May 28, 2007, Bishop Rudolf Maria
KOPPMANN celebrated also the golden jubilee of
his ordination as a bishop!

Born in Essen, Germany, in 1913, he entered the
Congregation in 1933.  His first obedience as a
young priest was to Namibia in 1938.  In 1957, Pope
Pius XII named him the Vicar Apostolic of Windhoek.
It was in that capacity that he took part in the Second
Vatican Council, 1962-65.

After his resignation in 1982, he served as an auxiliary
bishop in Germany, living most of this time with the
Missionary Benedictine Sisters in Tutzing, Bavaria.
Since 1993, he has been living with his brother
Oblates in Hünfeld.  His health has become quite
frail in recent years, but his mind is as sharp as ever.

Many Namibian missionaries attended the jubilee
celebrations in Hünfeld.  The principal celebrant at
the Pontifical Mass was the present Archbishop of
Windhoek, Liborius NASHENDA. He was assisted
by Fr. Franz HOUBEN, Vicar General of
Windhoek; Fr. Bernhard NORDKAMP, the former
Vicar General of Windhoek, who gave the homily;
Fr. Aloys KAPP, provincial the Province of Namibia;
Fr. Heinz ERNST, Fr. Walter JÜPTNER and
Scholastic Peter NTJAMBA. In the afternoon, the
Archbishop of Bamberg, Ludwig Schick, a good
friend of the Oblates, brought special greetings from
the German Bishops’ Conference.  Besides Bishop
Koppmann´s relatives, many Oblates of the Central
European Province attended the very special
celebrations. (Thomas KLOSTERKAMP)

FRANCE

An Oblate witness in Marseille

What could be more normal, when one’s name is
Mariusz, than to be a missionary in Marseille!  But
the situation is anything but a joke…

I landed in Marseille two years ago…the city where
our Founder was bishop…a crossroad of the world
where one meets people of all cultures.

I was truly shocked by the HLM (moderate rent
housing) where I lived first, together with Michel
BRUNE.  It was a dark building, not maintained at
all.  In a society as modern as France, how could
there be so much misery, poverty and turmoil?  How
could the people care so little about the common
good?  Coming home in the evening, one ran into
the young people hanging around the stairwells.  They
have no jobs, other than to wait for a client in order to
sell a dose of drugs.  And such lack of trust toward
newcomers!  They followed me all the way to the parish:
they thought I was the police...

That was at “La Bégude.”  Now we live in a
different neighborhood: “Frais Vallon.”  It’s
even worse.

The reputation of Marseille is no more.  Just
recently, a girl was burned on a bus, a jeweler
was murdered, and an old person was run over
by some car thieves.  You wonder where you are
and you ask yourself a lot of questions.
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My ministry among youth consists especially in
accompanying several of them in the Young Christian
Workers, particularly some students…students who
really want to “get out of there.” Most of them work
to pay for their studies: one of them is a nighttime
courier; another is a cashier and comes home late at
night.  Often, there is little time left for personal
studies.  They are very serious in their commitment!
At age 18, they may still have a baby face, but they
already have an adult mentality.

The current YCW campaign is focused on jobs for
young persons.  There are debates, round tables,
and the development of proposals.  The goal is to
allow the youth, YCW members or not, to focus on
their objectives and to negotiate with elected officials
and with employers.  During their congress, the YCW
will again tell what inspires us: our faith in Jesus
Christ, our love for ordinary youth, our desire to
show our confidence in them and to let them speak.

That is what John Paul II said in his encyclical,
Centesimus Annus: “Today more than ever, the
Word of God cannot be proclaimed and understood
if it is not accompanied by the witness of the power
of the Holy Spirit.  It is he who works through the
action of Christians in service of their brethren, there
where they play out their existence and their future.”

Can we bring to youth a new hope, anchored in our
faith in Jesus Christ? (Mariusz LORENC,
Audacieux pour l’Évangile, May 2007)

POLAND

Oblate gathering in Scandinavia

There are currently 26 Oblates working in the
Scandinavian countries of Denmark, Sweden,
Norway and Greenland. In January 2007, the former
General Delegation of Scandinavia was restructured
into two district communities of the Province of
Poland. From April 16 to 18, continuing their
longstanding Scandinavian tradition, 22 Oblates
gathered for an annual meeting of fraternal sharing,
prayer and planning in Magleås, Denmark. The
meeting was a first opportunity for the provincial of
Poland, Fr. Teodor JOCHEM, to meet these new
members of his province. Half of the participants of
the Magleås meeting had never met their new
provincial personally. Therefore, even the Oblates

who are living in Sweden, close to the Arctic circle,
like John SCHOEBERLE and Olof ÅSBLOM, did
not hesitate to travel from Luleå to Copenhagen (a
round trip of about 3.000 km) in order to be part of
this historic meeting. Next year, encouraged by their
provincial, the Oblates working in Scandinavia agreed
to have their annual meeting in Poland.

Also next year will be the 50th anniversary since the
first three Oblates from the former US Central
Province, John TAYLOR, Urban FIGGE and
Michael WOLFE, were sent to Denmark, in view
of establishing a base for a mission in Greenland.
After long years of patient work and, at times, of
heroic presence in Greenland, next year the
Missionary Oblates will withdraw from this
mission. The Diocese of Copenhagen is entrusting
it to the Institute of the Incarnate Word, a new
missionary congregation founded in 1984 in
Argentina.  (Ryszard SZMYDKI)

FRANCE

New honorary Oblates

About fifteen lay friends, some of whom are
associates, and about ten Oblates from the three
communities in Strasbourg joined Marie-Louise and
Roger Gruber, parents of Vincent GRUBER, as they
received from the hands of the Oblate provincial in
France, Fr. Bernard, DULLIER, their certificate as
Honorary Oblates, during a Eucharistic celebration
on the feast of Blessed Joseph Gérard on May 29.

Here are just some of the many aspects of lives as
lay missionaries: giving a missionary thrust to
pilgrimages to Sion and Neunkirch; active
participation in numerous Oblate events in France
and in Rome; ongoing generous financial support of
Oblate communities and projects; the creation of a
local group of lay associates; serving as a permanent
link with lay associates and Oblates from the four
corners of the world in a worldwide network;
research into Oblate history; fostering new vocations
and praying for Oblate vocations.

After his homily on the merits of Blessed Joseph
Gérard, Bernard Dullier read the certificate signed
by the Superior General and bestowed it upon
Marie-Louise and Roger amidst the resounding
applause of the participants.
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Even though the term “Honorary Oblate” seems to
be of more recent vintage, the practice of granting
participation in the prayers and merits of the Oblates
goes back to the time of the Founder.  There is a
formal document related to this dated September
25, 1842, in which Bishop de Mazenod grants this
participation to Mr. and Mrs. Olivier Berthelet of
Montreal.  These friends of Fr. Léonard BAVEUX
had given their property in Longueuil to the Oblates.
In recognition of this, Fr. HONORAT asked Bishop
de Mazenod, on August 13, to write a letter granting
this share in the privileges and merits of the Oblates.

Subsequently, General Chapters authorized this
manner of showing our recognition of benefactors
and distinguished collaborators.  The Chapter of
1947 speaks of “Oblates of Honor” and recalls that
it is up to the Superior General to grant this title “as
has been done up to now.”  The Chapter of 1959
mentions the same directive.

Since the beginning of the Congregation, there have
been more than 500 Honorary Oblates.  At the
General Archives, there is a registry with the names
of 172 persons, between 1911 and 1961.

Africa-Madagascar

LESOTHO

Anniversary of Pius XII Catholic Community

During the whole month of April this year, Pius XII
Catholic Community on the campus of the National
University of Lesotho was commemorating the 62 years
of its existence, starting from the founding of Pius XII
Catholic University College, on April 8, 1945.

The idea of establishing a Catholic University in Africa
was conceived by the hierarchy of the Southern
African Catholic Bishops in 1938, at the synod
meeting held in Cape Town.  This dream was not
realized until 1945 when Bishop Cyprian Joseph
BONHOMME,  then bishop of Lesotho, accepted
to build a University between Roma Parish and
former St. Theresa Minor Seminary.

In 1946, the new site to build a Catholic University
was granted by the Queen Regent Amelia ‘Mantšebo
Seeiso who allocated the site where NUL is found
today.  In 1950, the Catholic University College was
entrusted officially to the Congregation of the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. The baton
fell on Fr. Paul-Emile BEAULE, who became the
first rector (1945-1950).

The celebration of the 62nd anniversary of Pius
XII Catholic Community marks another  milestone
in the life of the Catholic Community in the
campus.  The raison d’être of the Catholic
Community is to continue, promote and develop
further the ideals for which the Catholic University
College was founded.

The founding Fathers of Pius XII C.U.C. were armed
with clear vision and firm commitment to found an
institution of higher learning, based on Christian
principles of altruistic love and dedicated service to
one another, guided by unreserved search for truth
in its many facets.

As the Catholic community on campus we walk tall,
not because we stand on firm ground, but because
we stand on the shoulders of the giants of faith, and
visionaries.  We stand in the middle of the trinity of
time: Past, Present and Future.  We are looking at
the Past with gratitude; at the Future with hope; and
at the Present with enthusiasm.  We are part of the
evolving process of building a sustainable Future.”
(Fr. Tlali G. LEROTHOLI – Roma).

NATAL

Building unity in the province

South Africa is a multicultural nation emerging
from years of discrimination and division in which
racial stereotypes and attitudes almost destroyed
the country. We Oblates have also been affected
by the negative and sinful dimensions of the
society. This mainly happened to us long before
we entered the Congregation in our primary
socialisation as children. The province identified
the need to heal ourselves from these wounds as
one of the main priorities.  At the 2006 province
congress, the following resolution was made:
Congress 2006 calls local Superiors to provide
opportunities for community and team-
building, and workshops that cultivate effective
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communication and integration of cultural
diversity in community.

The first step taken to begin this process was a
workshop on cultural diversity held in the various
local communities of the province. During the first
half of 2007, Father Noel PETERS conducted this
seven hour workshop in five different communities
of the province: the three districts; the scholastics in
theology at Cedara, and finally the Oblate formators
together with the Oblate lecturers at St. Joseph’s
Theological Institute.

The workshops have been an overwhelming success.
Here are just a few of the comments received:
*It was a healthy forum to voice our inner feelings,
without feeling guilty.
*It was a tremendous way of healing past hurts
*It challenged my own stereotypes.
*I was reluctant to spend a whole day on this, but
by the end of the day, I was reluctant to leave.
*We are all different and that needs to be respected.
It brings about the question of freedom in the person.

The motto of South Africa, written in the Khoisan
language, literally means “Diverse people unite.”  It
addresses each individual effort to harness the unity
between thought and action. On a collective scale it
calls for the nation to unite in a common sense of
belonging and national pride - unity in diversity.

It is clear that with the first cultural diversity
workshop, we have begun exploring a matter that is
vital to our future as a province in this country. The
consensus was that more time is required to go more
deeply into this matter. (Stuart BATE)

NORTHERN SOUTH AFRICA

Johannesburg becomes an archdiocese

Archbishop Buti TLHAGALE now has not only the
title of “archbishop” but he is now a “Metropolitan
Archbishop.”  On June 5, Pope Benedict XVI
erected the ecclesiastical province of Johannesburg
(South Africa) and named him its first Metropolitan
Archbishop, with the suffragan Sees of Manzini
(Swaziland), Klerksdorp, and Witbank.

The archbishop had already served as a Metropolitan

Archbishop while he was in charge of the
Archdiocese of Bloemfontein (1999-2003), now
being served by Archbishop Jabulani NXUMALO.
When he moved to Johannesburg, he retained
“archbishop” as a personal title.

Since it became the Apostolic Vicariate of Transvaal
in 1904, what is now the Archdiocese of
Johannesburg has had eight Ordinaries, six of whom
were Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

CHAD

War, AIDS, and prison in Pala

Brother Hervé GIVELET was in Cameroon  for
50 years. Now he is Pala, Chad.  Here is what he
sees around him.

In spite of the rumors of war near the border with
Sudan to the East, here the situation is relatively calm.
Recently, the rebels were able to arrive with no
resistance all the way to N’Djaména, the capital.
Some violent battles took place all morning just 500
meters from our Oblate parish.  But it was a brief
attack: the rebels were wiped out.  They tell of 500
dead: soldiers and civilians.  It seems that the French
greatly contributed to the victory of President Idris
Deby; this has aroused the anger of a good part of
the population which is anti-government.  It’s true:
the role of the French is very ambiguous.

As far as AIDS is concerned, there is news.  We
are now able to treat our sick with antiretroviral
drugs.  This medication does not cure but it does
halt the progress of the disease.  It causes great
fatigue and some cannot handle it.  Once the
treatment is begun, one must not stop it, even for a
few days: it’s a lifelong treatment.  So that the families
will take charge, we have them sign a commitment
to continue the treatment.  We furnish it free to the
poorest ones, but where do you draw the line
between some poor and the others?  And what will
happen to the poorest when we are no longer here?
At this point, we must especially keep in touch with
our patients so that the adjustment happens with the
least amount of distress.  Before, we were
completely incapable of keeping them alive.  Now
we must keep them alive as long as possible: I must
admit that I feel more comfortable in this role.
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It’s the prison that takes the greatest amount of my
time since I am alone to assure treatment and
respond to the different needs of the prisoners,
especially regarding clothing.  How do you tell
someone that you love him if he is naked and suffering
if you do nothing to clothe him and heal him?  A
simple bar of soap can bring joy to someone who is
bathed in his own sweat and in the dust.  I’m on my
third carton of 80 bars of soap…

My work is especially a ministry of presence.  A
prisoner is above all a person in distress.  “We are

no longer anything,” they tell me. “We are less than
nothing: we no longer count for our neighbors.”

The medicine I give the most is aspirin: “I have a
headache; I don’t sleep because I think too much.”

Many of the prisoners say they have found or found
once again their faith in prison.  I have filled a
notebook with their comments.  That gives me
courage and hope.  Isn’t the most important thing
that they feel they are loved?  (Audacieux pour
l’Évangile, May 2007)

Asia-Oceania

COLOMBO

Province to renew all ministries with Oblate

charism

The Provincial and Council of the Colombo province,
at a recent meeting, reflected together on how to
best deepen the understanding of the province’s
ministries in the light of our charism and our core
values so as to live them creatively.

The provincial, Fr. Clement WAIDYASEKARA,
will bring together Oblates engaged in different
ministries for one and two-day meetings so that,
through joint reflection, they might evaluate and
deepen their commitment to Oblate values within
their own particular ministries.

Those in preaching ministry will consider ways
to become more prophetic in preaching God’s
reign, including the ecological, human, social and
personal dimensions.

Oblates in parish ministry will reflect on the quality
of their sacramental ministry and on ways to promote
kingdom ministries in the parishes.

Those in the children’s apostolate will focus on
value education and formation, character formation,
psychosexual development, development of talents
and skills, interreligious formation, and on the
protection of children’s rights and dignity.

Several centers involved in youth ministry will
be requested to promote self-esteem, psycho-

sexual-spiritual integration, social leadership, and
counseling programs.

A number of Oblates serve as hospital chaplains

and as psychological counselors.  They will be
asked to organize themselves so as to better
coordinate their special ministry.  They will be asked
to improve their administration of the sacrament of
reconciliation and their care of the sick and prisoners.
They should also consider the rights of patients and
give guidance to healthcare workers.

Oblates engaged in formation and vocation

ministries will try to make the programs more
pastoral and more missionary.  They will also
concentrate on formation for transformation, on-
going formation and renewal programs.

Empowering the lay faithful through collaborative
leadership will be a topic for Oblates working in
parishes, in Oblate Centers and in formation houses.
This will include discussions about Justice, Peace
and the Integrity of Creation, as well as the use of
the media.

In the area of finances, the provincial treasurer, local
treasurers, and the finance committee of the province
will invite other competent persons to discuss with them
matters pertaining to financial self-reliance and
accountability.  They will also stress simplicity of lifestyle.

The province has a proud history of sending

missionaries beyond Sri Lanka.  The province
leaders will emphasize the need for strategic planning
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for proactive and collaborative leadership with the
Oblate delegations attached to the province as well
as with the Oblate province of Jaffna. (Fr. W.
Emmanuel FERNANDO)

PHILIPPINES

A new mission station is born

There are only a few Christians in Tawi-Tawi so why
open a new mission station there? But last December
12, 2006, Bishop Angelito “Lito” R. LAMPON,
the Vicar Apostolic of Jolo, did just that.

This is how it all started. In the summer of 2005, a
couple from came to Bongao parish for to arrange
their marriage. They said they came from Sitio
Ungusan, Kualabaro, Languyan, Tawi-Tawi.
Located on mainland Tawi-Tawi, it is an eight-hour
trip to Bongao by lansa (big wooden passenger boat)
-- one can go there only by boat. They said that
there are many other Christians in that place. They
come from the different provinces of Zamboanga
del Sur and Norte, Davao and Sibugay, the cities of
Dumaguete and Pagadian, and elsewhere. One family
even comes from M’lang, Cotabato, the beloved
hometown of Bishop Lito.

When they first came, most of them worked for a
logging company owned by the Matba family. When
the logging company stopped operations, they chose
to remain there because they were already in the
“greener pasture.”  Besides, it was a peaceful place
and full of promise.

Fr. Rito “Dodoy” DAQUIPIL, parish priest of Holy
Rosary Parish in Bongao, was fascinated by the
news. Without much delay he requested Sister Betty
Simbajon, DC, the former leader of the Basic
Ecclesial Community Ministry of the Vicariate, to
investigate the place. She commissioned one of her
staff, Mr. Roger Rivera, to visit the area.

After four days he came back with the needed
information. There are 72 Christian families living
there. That is more than all the Christian families of
Tongehat, Sibutu and Halu Sugbo combined. Some
of the families are farmers. They produce panggi
(ground cassava) and rice without commercial
fertilizers. Because there are still many monkeys and

wild pigs roaming around the area, they stopped
planting corn and other crops. Others are fishermen
or are engaged in illegal logging. Many have been
there for 25 to 30 years.

Bishop Lito was then informed about this new
discovery. With his preliminary approval, a plan was
devised to learn more about the area. Sister Betty
and her staff then went to Sitio Ungusan to gather
more data. From August to December, they went
back and forth to the area. They conducted
catechism instructions, organized the families, and
invited the people to receive the sacraments. Fr.
Dodoy also went there a few times.

On December 8, 2005, on the feast of the
Immaculate Conception, the first Eucharist was
celebrated there by Fr. Dodoy. It was then that
the people decided that Our Lady of the
Immaculate Conception would be their patroness.
On February 14, 2006 Fr. Dodoy had a group
wedding during which both young and old couples
were married.

Shortly thereafter, the construction of the small
mission house was begun. Bishop Lito gave
enough money for its construction. He also helped
in building the chapel. It took over a year to
prepare the people and set up the mission station.
The bishop then scheduled the fiesta Mass on
December 12, 2006, because he had be at the
Siasi Mission on December 8 to celebrate its
fiesta; the patroness there is also the Immaculate
Conception.

Finally, the long-awaited moment came: the
people would be celebrating their first fiesta!
Children and adults were in their best clothing
because they would be baptized and confirmed.
The people were so excited and yet quite nervous.
One could observe how they hungered for the
word of God. For many years they had not
received the sacraments. Now was the moment
to be as one in celebrating the Holy Eucharist.
Bishop Lito celebrated the first fiesta Mass in
Ungusan as scheduled. Fr. Dodoy and I
concelebrated with the Bishop. A new mission
station was born! It certainly was a moment of
grace. (Fr. Marcelo “Celoi” A. ANDAMON)
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Canada-United States

CANADA-USA

First gathering of young Oblates

During the last week of May, a group of about 20
young Oblates gathered at Deschatelêts Residence
in Ottawa to celebrate the charism of St. Eugene.
This event opened a new chapter in the region’s
history, as it was the first time that young Oblates
from Canada and the United States met as a group.

There was tremendous energy and enthusiasm in the
young men who gathered, as stories about personal
vocation and current ministry were shared.  One
Oblate, who presently serves with the Native
Americans in the United States, mentioned how the
Lakota tribe accepted him as one of their own when
they were able to tease him about his singing.  For
another Oblate, even getting to Ottawa was an
adventure – his flight from Labrador City in remote
Northern Canada was delayed for over a day
because of a significant snowstorm – and this at the
end of May!

Nevertheless, the richness of the gathering was not
limited to sharing personal insights and travel
adventures, since the conference organizers had
invited two high-quality speakers to stimulate the
thought processes of the young Oblates.  Fr. Ron
YOUNG, a specialist in Missiology and a professor
at St. Paul University, Ottawa, wove the story of
the early missions of the Congregation in such diverse
places as Western Canada and Texas.  Ron
reminded the participants about the fire and passion
that drove the early missionaries.  Our ancestors in
the charism of St. Eugene were intent on bringing
Jesus Christ’s salvation to the world. They realized
that their ministry was to attract people to the fullness
of life, both in this world and in the next.

Fr. Warren BROWN, professor Canon Law at
Oblate School of Theology, San Antonio, impressed
upon the young Oblates the need for mentoring
during the early years of ministry, and mentioned
some specific steps the US Province is taking to
make this a reality.  His thoughts on the early years
of one’s missionary life sparked a candid discussion
about the challenges that young Oblates face in their

experiences after perpetual vows or ordination.

Daily Eucharist and prayers conducted in English
and French, as well as some Spanish and Polish
liturgical elements, reminded the men about the
internationality of the Congregation.

The gathering ended on a Friday, and the Oblates
who traveled from the four corners of Canada and
the United States to attend this event left for their
ministries, renewed in fraternity and re-energized
in the charism of Eugene.  In another two years
they will return to meet again, full of new
experiences and fresh challenges brought about by
living life – consecrated life – to the fullest.
(Pawel RATAJCZAK)

OMI LACOMBE

Oblate named President of St. Jerome University

The Board of Governors of St. Jerome’s University
has appointed Missionary Oblate Fr. David PERRIN
as its next President, effective August 1, 2007.  His
appointment is for a five-year term.  St. Jerome’s
University was established by the Congregation of the
Resurrection in 1865 and became federated with the
University of Waterloo, Ontario, in 1960. It offers
programs in liberal arts and mathematics.

David is currently an Associate Professor of Spirituality
and Ethics in the Faculty of Theology at Saint Paul
University in Ottawa, where he has also served as Dean
of the Faculty. From 2002 to 2003, he was the
Provincial of the St. Peter’s Province, chairing a
committee that oversaw the merger of five Oblate
provinces into one.

After receiving an undergraduate degree in Chemistry
from the University of Western Ontario, Perrin went
on to pursue studies in philosophy and theology, both
at the University of Ottawa and at St. Paul University. 
He received a Licentiate in Theology (S.T.L.), from
the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome.  He
received his doctorate in theology from the University
of Ottawa and Saint Paul University in 1995.  His area
of academic expertise is Christian spirituality.
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Latin America

COLOMBIA

Trying to save the children

They are called “Gamines,” and they are considered
“the disposable ones.” The term refers to the
thousands of children who are living and dying in the
squalor of the streets in Bogota, Colombia.  Every
day, new families arrive in Bogota; hungry, penniless,
and hopeless. They are victims of a country plagued
with war and extreme violence. These families were
forced to flee from the rural lands of their birth to
avoid the incredible violence wrought by the drug
wars. And yet, although they have escaped from the
immediate threat of the devastation in their
hometown, their chances of survival in the poverty
stricken slums of Bogota are bleak.

It is in Bogota that these families disintegrate in the
face of such tragic destitution. Many children are
abandoned and those who are not orphaned are still
responsible for finding their own food. Some of these
children survive by selling cigarettes, gum, and other
trinkets on the streets. Others are forced into drug
trafficking, prostitution, or begging. They live in the
streets; starving, desperate, and afraid.

In 2001, the Missionary Oblates created a program
to reach out to these poor children.  Appropriately
named, The Foundation of Support for Children
in Extreme Poverty began with just 12 street
children. “These youngsters were living in local parks
and sleeping under bridges. The original program
offered a place for them to go during the day, get a
hot meal, and prepared them to reenter the local
schools,” explains Oblate Fr. Roger HALLEE, the
Program Director.

The initial program was successful and was soon
moved to Ciudad Bolivar, a barrio situated on the
southwest outskirts of Bogota, where nearly
250,000 Colombians live in homes built on the
hillsides. Fr. Roger continues, “Having the program
in Ciudad Bolivar allowed us to be in the area with
the most need...the most recent arrivals are squatters
living in shacks in the ravines. The children of these
families, uprooted from their original homes and
schools, are those we find wandering in the streets

of Bogota looking for handouts.”

Today, the program is able to accept 140 children
each year, ranging in age from 10-15.   However,
there are thousands of needy children. Each child is
considered individually to determine which is the
most in need. Because of budget limitations, the
program can only accept one child per family. “It is
a big decision on the part of the family to decide who
will be chosen to take part in the program. It is
sometimes heartbreaking to witness the sobbing mothers
as they must choose one and leave the other three or
four to fend for themselves,” explains Fr. Roger.

After the children are accepted into the program,
efforts begin to inscribe them in the local schools.
Twice a month, the program provides food to the
family to help them in their immediate needs and limit
their time spent roaming the streets asking for
handouts. With the assistance of a social worker and
a psychologist, the program also provides daily
social programs outside of school hours to establish
social skills and fortify family ties.

The program is constantly growing and evolving to
include more children and better integrate them into
the local society. With the voluntary assistance of
young college students, the program now offers
supervised studies, morning and afternoon group
activities, special activities, and group therapy with
parents. The children eat a hot meal at noon and
have refreshments during work sessions.

The Oblates have had great success through their
ministry with the children in the program. Those
accomplishments do not, however, change the sad
fact that, for each child that is saved, there are
thousands more children who are left to survive as
best they can on the merciless streets of Bogota.

In Matthew 26:11, Jesus says, “The poor you will
always have with you...,” His words ring true for
Fr. Roger every day as he faces the numerous
children in desperate need. Yet, for each child
saved, he remembers that he is helping to keep
Christ alive in their hearts. (MAMI USA,
Oblates, Summer 2007)
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SURINAME

Still part of the Oblate family

In Suriname, formerly known as Dutch Guiana,
there is a small Oblate presence.  Attached as a
“district” to the Province of Belgium/Netherlands,
a small number of Oblates continue their ministry
among the poor.  Recently, the provincial of
Belgium/Netherlands, Georges VERVUST, visited
the district and wrote an account for the Bulletin
de Liasion, Secteur Belgique-Sud. This is a small
part of his travelogue.

Finally we went to visit Rinus NIJSTEN (67 years
old).  He serves several parishes in the region of
Billiton, just outside of Paramaribo.  It’s the region
of bauxite, the mineral in aluminum.  Rinus does
great work in his own distinctive way.

In one of the parishes, we met Armand Pinas.  He
is the driving force behind a “second chance
school” for adults who, for one reason or the other,
did not finish primary school.  This gives them the
opportunity to catch up in their education and thus
have greater chances in the job market.  They can
also get a type of secondary education.  The school
functions with volunteers.  Armand told us that this
was his way of putting the gospel into practice.
Actually, according to him, you can go pray and
sing as much as you want in church, but if, in the
meantime, you don’t do anything for your neighbor,
you haven’t accomplished much at all!  And he

added: “I begin very early in the morning, working in
my little garden, because I have to make a living for
my family, and then, from one or two in the afternoon,
I am busy at school.”

With the help of an organization, he has obtained from
the authorities a bus for transportation to a bigger
school in a neighboring village.  In his village, the school
was too small and many children could not follow
classes.  The bus now makes that possible: that’s how
they got to the root of school tardiness.

In the same village, we visited Etto Fannel, one of the
teachers.  He was busy working in the garden with
some youngsters. “That’s the way they learn,” he said,
“and that will be useful for them later on!”  He showed
us the vegetables he was growing.  “If you were to go
buy all that in the city, it would cost much too much
money.”  And when we left, we had to take with us a
big piece of sugar cane and five or six freshly picked
coconuts.  Unfortunately, we had to leave them at the
presbytery in Fatima because we could not take them
in our baggage.  Etto also spoke of his wife who was
in the hospital and was to begin dialysis.  One finds
health problems everywhere…

In the Billiton parishes, Rinus and his people are going
to face some big changes: the Suralco bauxite mine is
stripped bare and will be closed; they will go elsewhere
to find their deposits.  Many people will have to move
and it will be totally different.
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Anniversaries -- August 2007

75 Years of Religious Life

1932.08.15 05338 Fr. Jan Geneja Poland

70 Years of Religious Life

1937.08.15 06613 Fr. Gaetano Nanni Australia
1937.08.15 06605 Fr. John Peters Lacombe
1937.08.15 06531 Fr. Remigio Salzillo Italy
1937.08.15 06707 Fr. Clemente Trombetta Italy
1937.08.29 07276 Bro. Charles Bédard Lacombe

65 Years of Religious Life

1942.08.02 07490 Fr. Léo Cantin Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1942.08.02 07488 Fr. Jean-Claude Levesque Lesotho
1942.08.02 07499 Fr. Gérard Montpetit Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1942.08.02 07492 Fr. Romeo Murphy United States
1942.08.02 07491 Fr. Jacques Rinfret Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1942.08.15 07461 Fr. Kevin Cawte Northern S. A.
1942.08.15 07463 Fr. Erberto Cerracchio Italy
1942.08.15 07464 Fr. Renato Ciccone Italy
1942.08.15 07508 Fr. Lawrence Conlon Lacombe
1942.08.15 07505 Fr. Ephrem Pelletier Lacombe

60 Years of Religious Life

1947.08.02 08327 Fr. Adhemar Deveau United States
1947.08.02 08331 Fr. Gustave Pelletier Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1947.08.02 08334 Fr. Germain Ranger Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1947.08.02 08337 Fr. Jean-Louis Richard Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1947.08.15 08341 Fr. Laurent Alarie Lacombe
1947.08.15 08829 Bro. Oscar Audet Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1947.08.15 08280 Fr. Alessandro Costa Assumption
1947.08.15 08340 Fr. Jean-Paul Demers Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1947.08.15 08349 Fr. Dominique Kerbrat Lacombe
1947.08.15 08344 Fr. Jean-Marie Lacasse Lacombe
1947.08.15 08348 Fr. Albert Lafreniére Lacombe
1947.08.15 08317 Fr. Pasquale Lanese United States
1947.08.15 08316 Fr. Guerrino Peruzzi Italy
1947.08.15 08338 Fr. Maurice Robitaille Notre-Dame-du-Cap

50 Years of Religious Life

1957.08.02 10319 Fr. Leo Guilmette Paraguay
1957.08.02 10320 Fr. Roger Hallée Haiti
1957.08.02 10318 Fr. John Louis Henault Haiti
1957.08.15 10322 Fr. Jean-Eudes Boudreault Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1957.08.15 10324 Fr. Edmond Brouillard Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1957.08.15 10321 Fr. Chester J. Cappucci United States
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50 Years of Religious Life

1957.08.15 10332 Fr. Gérard-François Cloutier Haiti
1957.08.15 10278 Fr. Alexander Costa Colombo
1957.08.15 10279 Fr. Widanalage Stanley de Mel Colombo
1957.08.15 10328 Fr. Jacques Joly Lacombe
1957.08.15 10284 Fr. Theogenes Joseph General Administration
1957.08.15 10330 Fr. Leo Kertz Poland
1957.08.15 10485 Fr. René Laberge Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1957.08.15 10327 Fr. Claude Mayer Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1957.08.15 10875 Bro. Peterosi Mokeki Lesotho
1957.08.15 10874 Bro. Bernard Pauwels Belgium/Netherlands
1957.08.15 10282 Fr. Dudley J. Perera Colombo
1957.08.15 10323 Fr. VaughanQuinn Lacombe
1957.08.15 10326 Fr. Lawrence Rosebaugh Mexico
1957.08.15 10283 Fr. Philip Singarayar United States

50 Years of Priesthood

1957.08.06 09135 Fr. Victor A. Croos Central S. A.
1957.08.06 09115 Fr. Hilarion Vethanayagam Jaffna

25 Years of Religious Life

1982.08.01 12717 Fr. John Cox United States
1982.08.01 12716 Fr. Daniel Gagnon Mexico
1982.08.01 12497 Bro. Charles Gilbert United States
1982.08.15 12816 Bro.  Jean-Marc Gauvreau Notre-Dame-du-Cap
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Suffrages for our Deceased

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them, faith-
fully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.” (const. 43)

No. 44-53

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Fr. Matthew Hertz Lacombe 22/12/1923 Saskatoon 17/05/2007

Fr. John Baptist Anandappa Colombo 29/07/1922 Kohuwela 18/05/2007

Bro. Friedhelm Theisen Central Europe 15/08/1932 Hünfeld 22/05/2007

Fr. Philippe Lemay Notre-Dame-du-Cap 13/02/1916 Richelieu 25/05/2007

Bro. Jean Couronne France 22/06/1918 Pontmain 25/05/2007

Fr. Yves Bertrais France 30/07/1921 Thouare sur Loire 27/05/2007

Fr. Charles Deharvent Lacombe 04/03/1919 St. Albert 31/05/2007

Fr. Russell Nickerson United States 22/09/1920 Tewksbury 05/06/2007

Fr. Elphège Robin Notre-Dame-du-Cap 07/01/1916 Richelieu 06/06/2007

Fr. Michael O’Reilly Anglo-Irish 17/12/1917 Inchicore 10/06/2007


