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We are higher than the animals

[Richard DOLL (OMI Lacombe) was a mission-

ary in South Africa for over thirty years. In June

2007, David MacPhee (prenovice) and Harley

MAPES visited with him in St. Walburg, Saskatch-

ewan. The following is an excerpt from a con-

versation with Richard as he speaks about the

people he lived with in the desert.]

One lesson I tell from time to time. People are im-

portant. Greet them. I’m accused of greeting goats

and sheep and dogs and cats. And it’s true. I do.

I remember one time I was in the desert and I got

lost. I got lost properly and I didn’t know where in

the world I was going. The sun was coming on the

right side and left side and that sun just kept going

around and around. I thought to myself, “I’m lost

and I’m going in circles.” Then I saw a windmill so I

went over towards the windmill and I saw an old

man. He was sixty with a beard, a white beard, and

I drove up to him and I said,

“My friend I’m lost; I don’t know where I’m going.”

He came right up to the window. He looked at me.

 “Who are you?”

“I’m Richard Doll.”

“How is your wife?”

“My wife is well.”

“How are your children?”

“My children are well.”

“How did you get up this morning? How did you

rise?” In other words he was asking if I had been

sick, was I okay.

I said, “I got up well.”

Then I knew I had to ask him, “Who are you? How

is your wife? How are your children? How did you

get up this morning?”  After I got through with all

that then I said, “I’m lost.”  He didn’t tell me where

to go right off but he pointed, “You know that

well there?”

“I see the well.”

“Everyday the goats come down and the donkeys

come down to this well. When the goats come down

to this well, the goats know the goats and the sheep

know the sheep, the donkeys know the donkeys –

they know each other and if not they smell around

until they find out who you are. You know what?

You and I are higher than they are but I have been

in the desert and you have been in the desert and

we have never met but these goats meet and these

sheep meet and these donkeys meet but we have

never met.”

Now, obviously whose fault is it? Mine. He didn’t

say so but he just said, “I’m so glad you got lost;

now I know who you are. I’m happy. I’ve got a

friend!”

Then he said, “Turn this direction and let the sun

shine on the shoulder here, on the back. If the sun

shines here, you’re going the wrong direction. If the

sun shines on this shoulder, you’re going the wrong

way. Keep on driving and keep the sun right there

and you will find that big white road.”

And I did. I drove and crossed the whole desert

and there it was right there. I could still be driving

there. It wasn’t the fact of getting lost that was

the most important thing. The most important thing

was that we did not know each other. And we

are higher than the animals. They are smart enough

to know each other.
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Europe

ITALY

A special visit

For the first time in nine years, the members of the

Bishops’ Conference of Laos and Cambodia have

gone to Rome for the “ad limina” visit with the Holy

Father (September 2).  Ordinarily, this visit takes

place every five years. Among them was Bishop Jean

KHAMSE, the Vicar Apostolic of Vientiane, Laos.

Invited to join the group was Bishop Alessandro

STACCIOLI, the former Vicar Apostolic of Luang

Prabang, Laos, who was forced to leave that country

when the government expelled foreign missionaries.

The Archbishop of Trent, Monsignor Luigi Bressan,

formerly Apostolic Nuncio in their region from 1991-

98, invited the bishops to concelebrate a Mass in

the cathedral of Trent on September 9.  They were

accompanied by train to Trent by Fr. Angelo PELIS,

the postulator of the Cause for the beatification of

the Servants of God Mario BORZAGA and his cat-

echist Thoj Xyooj.  Fr. Mario was originally from

Trent and the canonical process for his beatification

was begun in that archdiocese.  The community of

the Oblates’ Italian scholasticate was also present

for the Mass.

Among the visitors was the current Apostolic Ad-

ministrator of Luang Prabang, Father Tito Banchong,

a cousin of Servant of God Thoj Xyooj and once an

altar server for Fr. Mario Borzaga.  Fr. Tito did his

theological studies at the Oblate scholasticate in Italy.

CENTRAL EUROPEAN PROVINCE

Czech Republic Youth Gathering

From August 13-19, there was a national gathering

of youth at Klokoty, the Marian shrine administered

by the Oblates.

The program offered the youth the possibility of

deepening their faith through catechesis, meetings

with the bishops and many workshops.  A high point

of the event was the “Day for Haiti,” which closed

with a concert during which Fr. Roman MUSIL told

the youth about the situation in Haiti.

The gathering brought together nearly six thousand

youth from all over the Czech Republic.  It was the

largest number in the history of these youth gatherings

and, at the same time, it was a wonderful occasion

to make known to the youth the presence of Oblates

in the country.  After the communist era, the Oblates

resumed their ministry in 1991.  Their number has

grown to nine members.

FRANCE

The biggest Oblate parish in the world

Every year, millions of pilgrims visit Lourdes.

Undoubtedly, many come to venerate Mary.  Others

come to lend support to their sick friends.  Others

find self-fulfillment in putting themselves totally and

gladly at the service of those who need help.  The

miracle-seekers are certainly a small minority.

What most pilgrims do not know is that the ministry

at Lourdes has been entrusted to the Oblates of

Mary Immaculate.  Some French diocesan priests

take care of their compatriots, while the international

community of the Oblates has been available to

foreigners, for several years now, every day from

Easter until October.  They live in the large

Chaplains’ House.

Eight years ago, I was invited to accompany a group

of forty elderly and sick persons from the Netherlands

during their pilgrimage.  After a bit of hesitation, I

accepted.  Since then, it has become an annual

experience which gives me great satisfaction, not only

because of the liturgy, but also because of the

pastoral encounters.  Each time, I come home from

Lourdes filled with precious memories.  For five

days, a special bond is created among pilgrims

and volunteers, old and young alike.  Solidarity

is probably the word which best describes this

lived experience.

The stay in Lourdes is quite exhausting, especially

because of the lack of sleep.  Once the older pilgrims

have gone to bed, the young volunteers love to talk

about all that they have experienced during the day.

Several of them have only very tenuous links with
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the Church.  Nevertheless, they ask very important

questions and that can last into the wee hours of the

morning.  But it’s really worth the effort.

For me, a special time during the pilgrimage is the

visit to the Oblate community.  Each time, I am struck

by the fraternal welcome.  Fr. Teotimo GONZALEZ

always invites me to come and eat with them and

each time, I am impressed by the involvement and

the dedication of our Oblate community at Lourdes.

One needs lots of energy and a constant motivation

to stay involved for several months in this sort of

ministry which again and again repeats the same

rituals.  I admire them greatly because they don’t

show any trace of simply repeating the same old

routine.  The ten Oblates and their French colleagues

each year plan a new pastoral theme for the liturgy.

It’s a special team that lives well together in the largest

Oblate parish in the world. (André van Kempen)

POLAND

International Association of Catholic

Missiologists

The International Association of Catholic

Missiologists (IACM) exists for the purpose of pro-

moting missiological research, studies and educational

activities and encouraging collaboration among

Catholic missiologists.

At the third General Assembly held in Pieniezno,

Poland (SVD Seminary) on August 28 – Septem-

ber 2, 2007, the new Executive Board was chosen.

The newly elected president of the group is Fr. La-

zar Stanislaus Thanuzraj, SVD, from India.  The new

vice-president is Fr. Nicanor SARMIENTO, an

Oblate originally from Peru and now a member of

the OMI Lacombe Province in Canada.  Chosen as

a Continental Representative of the Association for

Europe was another Oblate, Fr. Wojciech KLUJ,

from the Province of Poland. Therefore, of the 9

people on the Executive Board of IACM, there are

two Oblates.

The IACM is at the service of missionary activity in

its specific sense, as it has come to be understood

since the Second Vatican Council, without, however,

losing sight of the missionary dimension of other ac-

tivities of the Church.  This association works  in

close collaboration with other international, regional

or national missiological societies.  They have a web

page at http://www.iacm-aimc.com/index.html.

ROMANIA

The donkey’s handbook

The summer program at Mãrãcineni opened with a

camp for pre-teens.  From June 20-25, 38 children,

most of them between 12 and 14, took part in the

camp called “The donkey’s handbook.” Coming

from four different villages, the children took some

lessons from the donkey, described in the Bible and

in Christian tradition as representing such spiritual

values as humility, awareness, patience, gentleness

and the ability to accept mystery.  These virtues are

attributed to the donkey of Balaam in the Book of

Numbers, chapter 22. Then there was the donkey

that carried Jesus for his entrance into Jerusalem;

sometimes he is called “Christopher” or “Christ

bearer.” Through this list of useful virtues, the children

were invited to look at themselves realistically before

setting out to achieve dreams that are too big and

unachievable, even from a Christian point of view.

On Sunday, June 24, there was space in the program

for some ecumenical sharing, out of respect for the

presence of the Orthodox children.  In the morning,

the whole group took part in the Mass at the

Orthodox parish of the village and, in the afternoon,

there was a visit by Father Iorest, the abbot of an

Orthodox monastery.  He was accompanied by a

monk and a young aspirant.

This pre-teen camp was organized by the Oblates

and other religious communities in the area, especially

sisters from the Congregation of St. Giovanna Antida

and from the Institute of the Daughters of the Most

Immaculate Virgin of Lourdes.

FRANCE

Perpetual Vow program: an experience in

internationality

On August 4, 25 young Oblates from all over the

world began a session to prepare for perpetual vows

at the birthplace of the Congregation in Aix-en-

Provence.  While the participants come from all over

the world, they are currently assigned to
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scholasticates in Europe.  The session was organized

by the Formation Office of the European

Interprovincial Conference. The scholasticate in Lyon,

France, was represented by 2 scholastics; there were

3 from the scholasticate in Lahnstein, Germany; 6 came

from the International Scholasticate in Rome; 3 from

the Italian scholasticate at Vermicino; from Obra, Poland,

there were 9 scholastics; and from the scholasticate in

Vietnam, there were 2.  The following countries were

represented: Haiti, Nigeria, Germany, South Africa,

Namibia, Lesotho, India, Congo, Romania, Italy,

Poland, Belorussia, Ukraine, and Vietnam.

Accompanying them on this step of their formation

journey were Stefan OBERGFELL (Germany),

Adriano TITONE (Italy), Pawe³ ZAJAC (Poland),

Antoni BOCHM (Poland) and Frank SANTUCCI

(General Administration).

The group was full of energy and enthusiasm as

they quickly crossed language barriers to share

the richness of their experiences as Oblates of

Mary Immaculate.  They acknowledged their di-

versity and their internationality as true values in

their Oblate life.

Africa-Madagascar

NATAL

ACTS retreats come to Africa

What is believed to be the first of many ACTS

retreats was held on the African continent in the

archdiocese of Durban, South Africa from July 19-

22, 2007. Originating from the Cursillo de

Cristiandad movement in 1987, this retreat

experience takes its name from the Acts of the

Apostles 2:42-47, where the early Church is

described in terms of worshipping and breaking

bread together, receiving instruction, and reaching

out to others in faithful service.

Ecumenical in nature and relatively flexible in its

manner of presentation, it endeavors to instill in

retreatants a desire to enter into a deeper relationship

with the Lord and gain a greater interest in parish

ministry involvement.

The acronym, ACTS, has come to focus on

Adoration--the need for prayer and meditation on

the word of God; and the importance of fostering

Community built on faith and love; Theology—

coming to a deeper understanding of scripture and

our Catholic Faith; all of which is meant to lead one

to a life of Service, especially in one’s own parish.

The impetus for bringing this retreat to Africa came

from Fr. Alan MOSS. Having finished his term as

provincial of the Natal Province in South Africa, and

while taking a sabbatical at Oblate School of

Theology, he made an ACTS retreat in San Antonio,

Texas. Impressed, he contacted an active team

member, Bro. Paul HOEMEKE, about becoming

a team member himself. For this, he made two

retreats, one at Immaculata Retreat Center in

Willimantic, Connecticut, and another in Tewksbury,

Massachusetts.

On his return to Africa, Fr. Moss spoke to the

pastors of two Oblate parishes, St. Ann’s and Christ

the King in Durban, about recruiting parishioners as

team members. With funding from the US Province

Sharing Fund, three men and four women came to

the United States to experience the retreat. Back in

Africa, they began recruiting parishioners for the

experience. Meanwhile, the outreach arm of the

movement, ACTS Mission, raised funds through

bake sales, donations, etc., to send 24 men and 28

women to Africa to present 2 retreats, one for men

and one for women, in different centers from July

19-22. Thus, the first ACTS experience was

presented in Africa to 47 enthusiastic men and 46

women.  (OMI USA, September 2007)

ZAMBIA

Lukulu parish: All things to all people

“The parish is the center of attraction for everyone

in Lukulu district.  People look to the Oblates for a

number of things: accommodation, shopping,

transportation, spiritual guidance, and a lot more,” says

Fr. Kennedy SAMPA, pastor of Sancta Maria Parish.

At times, it seems that the parish center is the reason

for the existence of the town.  Besides the more

than seventy out-stations served by the Oblates in
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Lukulu district, the missionaries are partners with a

number of institutions involved in agriculture, health,

education and social justice.

The Leprosarium, one of the many projects under

the supervision of the Oblates, cares for about nine

lepers who constantly need medication, food and

shelter.  The parish has devised a number of fund-

raising initiatives to be used for the daily upkeep of

the lepers.  For example, they rent out some of the

houses in the Leprosarium Village.

In Lukulu, everything must be bought in advance

since there are no supermarkets or gas stations.  The

parish priest, his assistant and scholastics in regency

are always on the run to ensure that things are moving.

One or two tire punctures on a journey are normal

because of the conditions of the roads.  By the time

one reaches his destination, his clothing and his hair

have taken on the color of the dusty brown road.

Besides that inconvenience, the rough roads wear

greatly on the strength of those in the vehicle.

The Oblates play host to a number of visitors that

come to the district.  Recently, the Zambian Air

Force was in the district to distribute relief food to

remote villages affected by a flood.  They stayed in

the Oblate guest house.

Also, the Oblates have started a garden project

under the watchful eye of Brother Ephraime

CHISUMBE.  The project is destined to help the

St. Vincent de Paul Home-based Care.  The veg-

etables and bananas to be harvested from the gar-

den will be a way of making a material contribution.

Every week, at least three vehicles go to the out-

stations for Sunday Mass.  “The people are faithful

here,” states Fr. Sampa. “They walk long distances

to listen to the word of God and they do appreciate

what we are doing for them.  It is an honor to serve

them.  The work force is not enough though.” (OMI

Zambia, July 2007)

NATAL

Meeting with Presidents of South Africa and

Congo

A visit by South African Deputy President Phumzile

Mlambo Ngcuka to Bergville mission led to an

invitation being extended to Father Jean Lambert

NZAJI KALALA by the South African Government.

He was invited to visit Cape Town and meet

President Mbeki of South Africa and President

Kabila of the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The Deputy President, who is a Catholic herself, was

delighted to meet the Catholic community of Bergville

and was deeply interested in their projects for the

advancement of the people.  One of these is the

INKANYEZI youth leadership programme that helps

youth with programmes for decision making, career

guidance and leadership skills. Another is the

HLALANATHI programme which helps women

develop sewing skills. A third is the SINETHEMBA

Advice Office which helps people with their

documentation and other social welfare issues.

On June 14, 2007, the parish Priest, Father Nzaji,

who is a Congolese national, was surprised to receive

an invitation from the South African President, Thabo

Mbeki and his wife, to come to Cape Town.

Reflecting on his visit he writes:

“The purpose of my visit was to meet Joseph

Kabila, my President of the Democratic Republic

of Congo. The South African Deputy President

had [also] organized for me a forum to talk with

some government ministers about possible support

for our work. These included the Ministers of Water

Affairs, Forestry and Social Development.

“It was an honour for me to get to know some of

these ministers that I used to see only on TV or

hear on the radio. The meetings happened both

in the passage of the parliament and also during

the banquet at Tuynhuys. I had a great chance to

talk with them and convey some messages about

youth, social issues and area context. In a

conversation with the Parliamentary Councillor

of the President, we discussed the challenges of

the SINETHEMBA Advice Office and the way

forward and he promised to pay us a visit at

Rookdale very soon. It was at that time that I

emphasized strongly the role and the work of the

Archdiocese of Durban in implementing Advice

Offices throughout the parishes to help the people

to recover their needs and rights. I was also able

to share about the youth and our interest in
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working closely with the youth as Oblates of

Mary Immaculate within the Natal Province.

“I had a time with my President Joseph Kabila

during a banquet where we were able to share

our views and thoughts about our country. We

looked positively together to the future in order

to see what should be done as a priority. We

actually agreed that our country has a great

potentiality that he can make use of.  This is the

time, as he said, to build a better and beautiful

country where everybody is free after a long time

of disorder and ups and down situation.

“President Mbeki was delighted to meet a Zulu

speaking Congolese priest and was excited and

grateful for what has been happening in the

Bergville Mission according to the report that he

got from the Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo-

Ngcuka during her visit to Bergville.  He showed his

interest in these projects and promised to respond if

necessary.  Furthermore, he pointed out the place

of the youth in the process of building a new South

Africa, and the need to empower them with good

skills training and leadership training. He also

underlined the effort that we have made as Church

in the work to fight HIV and AIDS.”

BANGLADESH

Floods and mudslides take many lives

As a result of early August monsoon rains, two-

thirds of the land was submerged in water.  Millions

were marooned and lost their homes and property.

In Chittagong, near an Oblate parish, 190 people

were buried alive under a mud slide.  Many villages

were cut off by overflowing rivers and the majority

of crops were damaged.  While seasonal flooding is

a common event, this year’s inundations were the

worst in recorded history.

In Dhaka, where the scholasticate is located, the

homes of thousands of people were flooded.  Many

came to the scholasticate for food and shelter.

PHILIPPINES

Oblate invited to UNO Interreligious and In-

tercultural Dialogue

Fr. Eliseo “Jun” MERCADO recently received the

following invitation from Phuchphop Mongkolnavin,

the First Secretary in the Office of the President of

the General Assembly of the United Nations

Organization:

With reference to the upcoming Hearing with

the Civil Society on Interreligious and

Intercultural Dialogue, scheduled for Thursday,

4 October 2007, in the afternoon, at the United

Nations Headquarters in New York, USA.  I

am pleased to inform you that you have been

chosen by the Civil Society Task Force to par-

ticipate as respondent in Panel 1: “Challenges

of Interreligious and Intercultural Coopera-

tion Today”.

The UNO General Assembly, in its resolution of 20

December 2006, decided “to convene in 2007 a

high-level dialogue on interreligious and intercultural

cooperation for the promotion of tolerance,

understanding and universal respect on matters of

freedom of religion or belief and cultural diversity, in

coordination with other similar initiatives in this area”.

In 2006, Fr. Jun completed his service as Director

of the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Office

at the General House in Rome.  He also spent several

months in early 2007 working with the Bishops’

Conference of Sudan in various JPIC projects.

KOREA

Oblate helps the dyslexic

At Anna’s House in Sungnam, Gyeonggi Province,

Korea, Fr. Vincenzo BORDO, who goes by the

Korean name Kim Ha-jong, often wears an apron

as he busily prepares food. With help from

volunteers, he serves dinner to 400 homeless people

every day at Anna’s. The 51-year-old Italian first

came to Korea in 1990 to study Oriental philosophy,

and he’s been helping to serve the dinners since.

Recently Vincenzo has also been contending with

the problem of dyslexia. “I didn’t know I was
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dyslexic when I was a kid,” he says. “It took me

several more hours to read a book than the other

kids, and still I didn’t get it. I struggled a lot, thinking

I was inferior.”

Dyslexia is a learning disorder in which people have

a hard time with written language, particularly with

reading and spelling. A study shows that it’s found in

about five percent of the population.

In 2003 Father Bordo founded the Korea Dyslexia

Association to raise awareness of the disorder. He

wanted dyslexics to understand the cause of their

problem and know that they are not “inferior.”

Dyslexics can lead a normal life through proper

diagnosis and education.

With help from Yonsei University Medical School’s

Institute of Logopedics and Phoniatrics and the

Italian Cultural Institute in Seoul, Vincenzo opened

the inaugural International Seminar on Dyslexia in

November. Every month since April he has been

inviting professors from Ewha Womans University,

Seoul National University, Yonsei University and

Dankook University to a training session for parents

with dyslexic children. He also manages a website

to share information (cafe.daum.net/dyslexia7).

“Thanks to the disability, I’ve come to better

understand other people’s pain and I became a

priest,” Father Bordo said. Though the human mind

is much more complex than the written word, Bordo

seems to have few problems understanding both.

PHILIPPINES

DXGD broadcasts once again

Since June 1, DXGD-AM, the Jolo Vicariate’s radio

station in Bangao, Tawi-Tawi, is serving its listeners

once again.  Broadcasting with a power of 1,000

watts, it caters primarily to the Samal people. The

radio could not operate for over five months because

of a fire on January 3, 2007, on the second story of

the building where it is located.  The fire was the

result of faulty wiring.

DXGD is the “lifeline” of Christians and Muslims

alike.  Besides being the source of local, national and

international news, it also provides information and

views on current affairs.  Finally, people make use of it

to send needed information to their loved ones.

Bishop Angelito LAMPON, Vicar apostolic of Jolo,

was responsible for finding the funds to put the station

back on the air.

The station was founded in 1988 by Bishop George

DION when he was the Vicar Apostolic of Jolo.

He was a firm believer in the power of mass media

in the work of evangelization.  The original call letters

of the station were DXMI (MI for Mary

Immaculate), but they were later changed to DXGD

(GD for George Dion).  (Marcelo ANDAMON)

Latin America

MEXICO

Oblate brutally murdered

The provincial of Mexico, Fr. Vicente

LOUWAGIE, reports the sad news of the mur-

der of Fr. Ricardo JUNIUS, probably in the early

morning hours of July 29.  Born in Chicago (USA)

in 1930, the murdered missionary had worked in

Mexico for many years.

His body was discovered in his room in the parish

rectory at La Guadalupita in Mexico City.  Earlier in

the evening, someone had started a fire in a room in

the church.  The fire took place in the depository

where food and clothing are kept for the elderly and

the poor of the neighborhood, ready for distribution

each Saturday.  Fr. Junius was present when the

police and firemen arrived; later he went to his room

to go to bed.

At about midnight, Fr. Florencio ROBLES, the

associate pastor, went out to buy something to get

rid of the smell of smoke.  In the morning, they found

the body of Fr. Ricardo.  The murderers had bound
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his hands and feet and had strangled him.  There

was also evidence that he had been tortured. The

suspicion is that the fire was a ploy to distract

everyone while the criminals went into the house which

had been left wide open.  While the investigation

has not been completed, many believe that the brutal

crime was in retaliation for Fr. Ricardo’s efforts to

impede the drug traffic and the sale of alcohol to

minors in the neighborhood.  He had reported to

the police that such activities were taking place in a

building near the corner of the parish church.

Hundreds of parishioners and many priests

accompanied Fr. Ricardo’s body to the cemetery.

Many in the crowd were openly calling for an honest

and just investigation of this horrendous crime against

a man whom they knew as a hard-working and

zealous pastor.

PERU

Oblates unharmed in earthquake

As news of the August 15 earthquake in Peru cir-

cled the globe, the delegation superior of Peru, Fr.

Victor SANTOYO, reported that he had contacted

all of the Oblate communities to learn that all were

safe.  The Oblate community of Chincha was clos-

est to the epicenter of the earthquake.  The parish

church suffered some damage.

The cities of Ica, Pisco and Chincha were greatly

damaged by the earthquake.  Hundreds of people

were killed and many more were wounded.  Houses

made of adobe crumbled from the intense earth-

quake that registered 8 on the Richter scale.

In spite of the scope of the devastation, there have

been many stories of solidarity as Peruvians work

together to help one another recover from this natu-

ral disaster that came so closely on the tail of crop-

damaging hail and frost earlier in the year.

URUGUAY

Talita Kum: Center for homeless youth

Ever since the 1980’s, Del Cerro, the former district

of workers and numerous elderly people, has been

changing quickly.  It went from 40 thousand to 200

thousand residents; it has been literally invaded by

makeshift settlements of poor families, teenagers

and young adults.

The situation of the children, teenagers, and young

adults is most precarious.  There are few schools;

there are hardly any centers for recreation, culture,

and sports.  Many do not go to school; they hang

around on street corners where drugs and alcohol

are readily available.

In 1992, San Rafael Parish, entrusted to the Oblates

in 1939, took note of this precarious situation and

began to consider a center for the formation of the

most abandoned teenagers and youth.

They came up with the idea of a trade school where

they could also help the youth with their difficult

insertion into society with skills they need in our day

and age.  Among other things, they found it necessary

to set up a computer lab.

It was not easy to get the means to make all of this

happen.  But God is our Father who provides for

us.  In 2003, COMI (a volunteer group that has

worked with the Oblates in Chad and Senegal) took

over the project and presented it to the Italian

Bishops’ Conference.

The work began in 2005, and last September 4,

classes began.

Various groups collaborated in the project: the Italian

Bishops’ Conference, the Oblates in the United

States and in Italy, many laity, young people in Oblate

parishes, the Movimento Giovanile Costruire (“To

Build” Youth Group) of the Italian Province, and

many anonymous benefactors.

The Talita Kum Center gets its name from the story

of the daughter of Jairus in Capernaum: a 12 year-

old girls whom Jesus restores to life and to her family.

The name calls attention to the nature of the

learning community that carries on the project in

its many aspects: schooling, recreation, sports,

psycho-sociological and affective aspects, etc.

It’s an attempt to recreate a family atmosphere

where the young people can grow “in wisdom and

grace.”
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There are 20 young people in the first group: 18

boys and 2 girls, representative of the sad reality of

society.  The first one to sign up is a 17 year-old

boy who completed only second grade: a good sign!

The beginning courses are cooking, sewing, elec-

tricity, computers, metal working, remedial learn-

ing, sports and recreation.  (Pippo MAMMANA)

Canada-United States

UNITED STATES

Oblates attend UNO Forum on Indigenous Issues

Four Oblates participated in the May 2007 UNO

Forum on Indigenous Issues: Joseph GOMES

(Bangladesh), Daniel LEBLANC (Peru) as OMI

representative to the UNO, Nicanor SARMIENTO

(OMI Lacombe) currently studying at the University

of California at Berkeley, and Seamus FINN (USA)

as acting OMI Justice, Peace and Integrity General

Service Chair for the Congregation.

The central theme of the United Nations Permanent

Forum on Indigenous Issues for the 6th Session was:

“Lands, Territories and Natural Resources”. This

annual forum provides a platform for indigenous

peoples to voice their demands and dialogue with

governments and the UNO system about their

concerns. This year’s high level meeting attracted

some 1500 indigenous peoples’ representatives and

a host of interested representatives from

governments, NGOs and the academic world.

The Oblate representatives established new and

developed existing contacts with Indigenous Peoples

from many countries. There was a close working

relationship throughout the sessions, especially with

representatives from Bangladesh and Central and

South America.

Through the Congregation’s Associate Membership

in VIVAT International, the Oblates held a related

event at the Forum titled: “Land: An Essential

Resource for Indigenous Peoples – A Tale of Loss

and Recovery.” Fr. Joseph Gomes and Mr. Sanjeeb

Drong of Bangladesh were among the four speakers

on the panel.

At the conclusion of the session, clear

recommendations were issued in a range of areas

considered critical for the physical, cultural and

spiritual survival, identity and well-being of the more

than 370 million indigenous people worldwide. The

Forum urged States to take measures to halt land

alienation in indigenous territories, through, for example,

a moratorium on the sale and registration of land -

including the granting of land and other concessions -

in areas occupied by indigenous peoples.

“One of the key reasons why indigenous peoples

are being disenfranchised from their lands and

territories is the existence of discriminatory laws,

policies and programmes that do not recognize

indigenous peoples’ land tenure systems and give

more priority to claims being put by corporations –

both state and private,” said Ms. Victoria Tauli-

Corpuz, Chairperson of the Permanent Forum.

The Forum reaffirmed the central role of indigenous

peoples in decision-making concerning their lands and

resources, referring to the UNO Declaration on the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted by the Human

Rights Council on 29 June 2006, which emphasizes

the need for free, prior and informed consent.”

Next year’s forum will take place in New York, with

the theme being Climate Change, the Pacific Region

and Indigenous languages.  (JPIC Newsletter, USA,

September 2007)

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP

Bishop Vincent Cadieux: new Ordinary of

Hearst

The opening page of the web site of the Diocese of

Hearst in Northern Ontario contained “A prayer for

a new bishop.”  That prayer was answered on July

25 when Pope Benedict XVI named Bishop Vincent

CADIEUX to serve as bishop, not only of his current

diocese of Moosonee, but also of Hearst.  The two

dioceses are joined, to use the Vatican terminology,

“in persona episcopi.”

Bishop Cadieux, born near Ottawa in 1940, was
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ordained a priest in 1966.  After many years of

ministry, especially among the First Nations peoples

in the dioceses of Amos, Rouyn-Noranda, and

Timmins, he was ordained Bishop of Moosonee in

1992.  The Holy See named him Apostolic

Administrator of Hearst in July of 2006.

The origins of Bishop Cadieux’s two dioceses goes

back to 1917 when the Bishop of Haileybury wrote

to Pope Benedict XV asking him to divide his

territory and to set up a new territory which would

be named the Apostolic Vicariate of Northern

Ontario. The bishop stated that his territory was too

large and he could not fulfill all his functions. The

division would take place 21 years later, in 1938.

Moosonee (formerly James Bay) comprises the

northern part of Ontario and a portion of the northern

part of Quebec.  In 2004, the diocese contained 18

parishes, 1 active diocesan priest, 3 religious priests,

and 6,000 Catholics. It also had 4 women Religious,

5 Brothers, and 1 permanent deacon.

The Diocese of Hearst is directly south of Moosonee.

In its 2006 statistics, there were 22 priests, all

diocesan, and around 28,000 Catholics in 22

parishes.  There were also 7 women Religious and

2 permanent deacons.

OMI LACOMBE

Bishop Hubert O’Connor, OMI: 1928-2007

His Excellency, Hubert O’CONNOR, OMI, Bishop

Emeritus of the Diocese of Prince George, BC.,

passed away suddenly of a heart attack on July

24, 2007, while visiting friends in Toronto.  He

was en route to a hospital by ambulance when he

passed away.

Born in 1928 in Huntingdon, PQ, he was ordained

to the priesthood in 1944.  He served as Bishop

Whitehorse, YT, from 1971 to 1986 and as Bishop

of Prince George, BC, from 1986 to 1991.

Following his retirement, he lived at the Oblate Centre

House in Duncan, BC.

The Franciscan Poor Clares (OSC) of Duncan

wrote of him: “… we encountered a man of goodness

who became so through the pain of suffering and a

deep abiding faith in his God.  He bore the test of

facing the brokenness of humanity and choosing

not to abandon it through disillusionment and

despair, but rather to pour himself out in service

to others. He will always be a part of our lives

through the warmth that permeated his shyness,

the vulnerability hidden in strength and the

gentleness of a caring priest.”

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at St.

Augustine’s Church, Vancouver, BC on Tuesday,

August 7th.  He was buried at the Oblate Cemetery

in Mission, BC.

UNITED STATES

And Carl laughed

Fr. Carl KABAT has spent nearly 17 of his 74 years

in prison because he has taken literally the words of

Isaiah the prophet: “They shall beat their swords into

plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”

After serving the poor in the Philippines and in Brazil,

he returned to the United States to become involved

in various peace movements, especially those aimed

at ending the proliferation of nuclear arms.  He is

UNITED STATES

Praying and marching for immigration reform

Bishop Agustin Roman, the Cuban-born auxiliary-

emeritus of Miami, presided at a “Day of Prayer

and Action,” prior to joining a procession through

the streets of the center of Miami on July 6.

“The Catholic Church has a special solicitude for

those who are needy, and immigrants of this country

suffer much,” the bishop said.

Leading the effort to bring to the attention of au-

thorities the need for a just reform of the immigra-

tion policy were Oblate Fathers Alejandro ROQUE,

pastor of St. Stephen’s Parish and John COX, pas-

tor of Holy Redeemer and St. Francis Xavier Par-

ishes.  Scholastic Bro. Julio Cesar NARVAEZ was

also present.

“We cannot just keep on hoping for a legal status

for our brothers,” Fr. Roque declared. “Now is the

time!” (OMI USA, September 2007)
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convinced that the arms race is one of the direct causes

of the poverty and starvation he saw in his years in

the overseas missions.

Rather than simply talk about the problem, he has, on

several occasions, taken part in non-violent civil

disobedience, often dressing as a clown to symbolically

damage nuclear weapons.  His most recent action was

in 2006 when, on the morning of June 20, with two

companions dressed in clown suits, they used a bolt-

cutter to break into a nuclear-missile facility in North

Dakota. Once inside, they emptied baby bottles filled

with their own blood onto an intercontinental ballistic

missile silo. They proceeded to pound the silo with

hammers and, with a can of black spray paint, affixed

an anti-nuclear message to the structure that housed

the 40-ton weapon.  When the authorities arrived,

Carl found himself once again in prison.

Carl’s ministry of civil disobedience has inspired two

high school teachers in St. Louis, Missouri, to

dramatize his life.  The play “And Carl laughed,”

written by Kelley Ryan and Nick Otten, was first

performed in January, 2007, at Clayton High

School’s Little Theater.  The authors describe the

play as “a surreal meditation on loyalty to one’s

conscience and quixotic ambitions with a heavy

dose of liberation theology, a sprinkling of Cirque

du Soleil and a dollop of Samuel Beckett.” Two

actors play Fr. Kabat’s role, one as a priest who

becomes more frustrated with seemingly fruitless

mission trips to help the poor in the Philippines and

Brazil, the other as a clown who seeks through

costume and behavior to highlight the absurdity of

manufacturing and stockpiling nuclear weapons.

The 15-member Clayton High School company

that presented the play was invited to bring “And

Carl Laughed” in August to Scotland at the

Edinburgh Festival Fringe, considered the

world’s largest arts festival.  Several Oblates

were on hand for that performance.

Anniversaries — November 2007

70 Years of Religious Life

1937.11.01 07270 Bro .Albert Domergue France

65 Years of Religious Life

1942.11.01 07568 Fr. Savio Crevacore Italy

60 Years of Religious Life

1947.11.01 08462 Fr. Marcial Cabón Argentina-Chile

1947.11.01 08952 Bro. René Chauvat France

1947.11.01 08590 Fr. Christian Gilles France

1947.11.01 08422 Fr. Jozef Tomys Poland

50 Years of Religious Life

1957.11.01 10985 Bro. Guy Côté Notre-Dame-du-Cap

1957.11.01 10984 Bro. Bertrand Morin Notre-Dame-du-Cap
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Suffrages for our Deceased
No. 67-84

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Fr. Ricardo Junius Mexico 29/09/1930 Mexico City 30/07/2007

Fr. Francis Dromey Anglo-Irish 16/02/1933 Inchicore 01/08/2007

Fr. Roger Desplenter Belgium/Netherlands 13/11/1923 Waregem 17/08/2007

Bro. Seamus Walsh Anglo-Irish 10/12/1923 Inchicore 20/08/2007

Fr. Henri Mairot France 20/04/1922 Marseille 21/08/2007

Fr. Jean Goulard France 05/05/1940 Nice 23/08/2007

Bro. Maurice Violette United States 12/07/1926 Colebrook 24/08/2007

Fr. Edward Ballesty Anglo-Irish 20/06/1921 Inchicore 25/08/2007

Fr. Myles Byrne Anglo-Irish 17/12/1917 Inchicore 25/08/2007

Fr. Samuel Mafike Lesotho 06/11/1966 Mohale’s Hoek 26/08/2007

Fr. Martin Michaud OMI Lacombe 01/01/1922 St. Albert 28/08/2007

Fr. James Delaney United States 16/04/1910 San Antonio 01/09/2007

Fr. Wladyslaw Hirsz Poland 16/01/1932 Gdansk 01/09/2007

Fr. Jan Geneja Poland 21/10/1913 Obra 07/09/2007

Fr. Alfonso Cariño Philippines 29/03/1940 Cotabato 09/09/2007

Fr. Vincent Bakoena Khobotle Lesotho 21/02/1951 Maseru 09/09/2007

Fr. Jean-Guy LeMarier Notre-Dame-du-Cap 29/03/1929 Richelieu 15/09/2007

Fr. Abraham Mahkotla Lesotho 23/07/1960 Maseru 15/09/2007

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them, faithfully offering

the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.” (const. 43)


