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The Intercapitular Meeting of 2007: A Summary

From October 1-12, 2007, the members of the
Central Government and the provincials of the
Oblate family met at the Good Shepherd Retreat
Centre near Hartbeespoort, in the Republic of
South Africa.

The central purpose of the first week of the meeting
was to study the response which the Congregation
and the Units have given to the mandates of the 2004
General Chapter.  The participants listened to reports
from the five regions of the Congregation as well as
from the Central Government.  There were also
reports concerning the progress of the Governance
Committee and the General House Committee, both
of which had been mandated by the 2004 General
Chapter.  The Superior General gave a major report,
in the name of the Central Government, on the theme,
“Daring to cross borders.”

Through various small-group and large-group
discussions, the participants were able to give
voice to their concerns, challenges and hopes
regarding what remains to be accomplished before
the next General Chapter (2010).  While many
issues surfaced, the participants prioritized their
list of concerns into these seven topics (in the
order of importance):

1) Internationality: as it impacts Oblate life
(formation, community life, the mission, etc.).
International houses of formation.

2) The human and spiritual formation needed to
live in today’s reality (religious life, community,
the mission). Training formators to be able to
facilitate this.

3) Evangelizing in a secularized society: defining
the Oblate mission.

4) The demographic shift in the Congregation:

(sharing of personnel South to North;
preparation for this on the part of those being
sent and of those receiving and other issues
such as inculturation).

5) Animation of religious and community life in
the local community.

6) Special issues of youth ministry today.
7) Criteria for accepting and promoting

candidates in light of  the realities of today’s
world.

In the second week, some members of the Central
Government explained various policies that have
been enacted by the Superior General in Council,
as well as some other items of general interest vis-
à-vis upcoming events and ongoing discussions.
Among policies either already decided or in the
process of development, we mention: 1) The use of
one of the three official languages of the Congregation
in reports, correspondence, and other official
communications with the Central Government.2) The
requirement of an annual report on the life and
mission of a province, to be sent to the Central
Government. 3) A policy on Oblates who live outside
of their home Unit.

However, the primary focus of talks and discussions
was to encourage the participants to look ahead to
the 2010 General Chapter.  There were
presentations concerning possible themes for the
Chapter as well as about methodologies for such a
gathering.  Speaking on methodologies of a General
Chapter was a special guest, Brother Lorenzo
Gonzalez, FSC, Secretary General of the Brothers
of the Christian Schools.

In the discussions that followed these presentations,
some points of convergence surfaced. The
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participants at the Intercapitular meeting hope that
the Central Government and the future pre-capitular
commission will consider them when they choose
the theme or the focal point of the next General
Chapter.  The most frequent subject to be mentioned
was that of the quality and integrity of our religious
life which is always in need of conversion in both the
personal and communal dimensions, and always
centering on the person of Jesus Christ.

So that this conversion not be seen as simply an
exercise particular only to the Oblate community
and the individual Oblate, it is important that it be
realized in view of the Oblate mission to the poor
with their many faces, as they exist in the various
cultures and contexts where the Oblates live and
carry on their ministry.

The next General Chapter will also be a graced
moment for the Congregation when it will, in a spirit
of gospel-driven leadership, elect a new Superior
General and General Council.  As mandated by the
last General Chapter, there will also very likely be a
consideration of updated structures of government
on all levels, in light of the needs of the Oblate mission.

There was frequent reference to the need to begin
preparations of the next General Chapter in the
very near future so that the very process of
preparation might be a time for communal
discernment and growth for the whole
Congregation.  Whatever document that comes
from the 2010 Chapter should stimulate a
continuation of this process of conversion and
growth.

The Intercapitular Meeting

Interchapter Meeting begins in South Africa

With a performance presented by the novices from
Our Lady of Hope Oblate novitiate near
Johannesburg and with a multimedia presentation on
various impressions of the Oblate mission on the
continent of Africa, the Interchapter meeting of
2007 had its unofficial beginning on Sunday
evening, September 30.  The multimedia
presentation was the creation of the host-
provincial, Fr. Peter GALLOWAY.

Some 60 Oblates from all over the world (the Central
Government, the provincials of 29 provinces, and
an auxiliary staff of moderators, translators,
secretaries, liturgists, drivers, etc.) came together for
the two-week Interchapter meeting at the Good
Shepherd Retreat Centre at Hartbeespoort, located
in the Oblates’ Central Province of South Africa.

The official opening of the meeting took place on
October 1, with a welcome from the Superior
General, Fr. Wilhelm STECKLING, and from the
president of the Regional Conference of Africa, Fr.
Macaire MANIMBA, the provincial of Congo.

The central purpose of the 2007 Interchapter is to
study the response which the Congregation and the
Units have given to the mandates of the 2004 General

Chapter, to consider the difficulties encountered, and
to share means of implementing these mandates and
overcoming the difficulties.  It is also the occasion to
begin planning for the next General Chapter, vis-à-
vis both theme and methodology.

On the first day of business, which coincided with
the celebration of St. Therese of Lisieux, patroness
of the missions, during the morning session, Fr.
Andrzej JASTRZEBSKI, Administrative Assistant
to the General Council, gave a summary of the reports
that had been submitted by the five regions of the
Congregation.  The presidents of the five regions
added their own comments by drawing attention to
the special challenges that face each particular region.

In the afternoon, Fr. Eugene KING, the Vicar
General, presented what he called “An Immense
Hope View of the Congregation.”  Relying on his
nine years of service in the Central Government, as
well as on the reports from the regions, he spoke of
five trends that are not only areas of challenge, but
also areas of opportunity where the Oblates continue
to meet the grace of God at work: 1) The winds of
demographic change; 2) Stewardship of temporal
goods; 3) The magnetic poles of our charism [the
evangelium and the pauperes]; 4) Formation
stretching; and 5) The vowed life.
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Interchapter hears major reports

The rainy season has arrived in South Africa, thus
giving a new challenge to the participants at the 2007
Interchapter meeting: how to get from one building
to another without getting too wet!  But when the
rain stops and the clouds disperse, the weather is
glorious and the view of the stars at night allows those
who live in the northern hemisphere to see heavenly
bodies they cannot see from where they live.

Listening to and responding to some major reports
was the principal activity of the second and third days
of the Interchapter.

On October 2, the Central Government held the
attention of the participants with reports on how the
portfolios of mission, personnel, formation and
finances have been responding to the mandates of
the 2004 General Chapter.  Assistant General,
Oswald FIRTH, introduced the reports and spoke
of the mission portfolio.  The Vicar General, Eugene
KING, reported about the new personnel portfolio;
Assistant General, Paolo ARCHIATI, spoke of the
formation portfolio; and the General Treasurer, Rufus
WHITLEY, explained the purpose and development
of various general funds and the desired financial self-
sufficiency of the Units.

On the following day, October 3, the focus was
on reports from committees that had been
mandated by the chapter.

The chairman of the Post-Chapter Committee on
Government, Ryszard SZMYDKI, presented a
summary of the work of that committee up to this
point.  He spoke of possible models for a new
configuration of the Central Government, the regions,
the provinces, and general chapters.  While no
decisions on governmental structures will be made
at the Intercapitular, this was the first opportunity for
the committee chairman to hear reactions to the
several possible models being drafted.  As Ryszard
pointed out, the mandate of the 2004 Chapter
concerning the Post-Chapter Committee on
Government includes three main tasks:

*To review structures and functioning of
government in the Congregation at the level of
Chapter, General Administration, and Units

(Provinces & Delegations)
*To examine the possibilities of establishing
structures and functions of government at the
Regional level
*To prepare a text for presentation and study at
the 2010 General Chapter.

A much broader consultation will take place in the
years leading up to the next General Chapter.

On the afternoon of October 3, the chairman of the
General House Committee, Eugene KING,
explained the progress of the discussion about the
future of the General House.  The 2004 General
Chapter had mandated a “comprehensive study
regarding the possible sale of the General House
and the relocation of the personnel and services
located there.” (WH, p. 61)  A General House
Committee, named by the Central Government in
2005, met three times and carried out various
levels of consultation and research.  In 2007, the
Central Government continued this study with the
assistance of “Gruppo RE,” a Milan-based group
of consultants who specialize in religious and
ecclesiastical properties.

Fr. King summarized various options that lie before the
Central Government which hopes to make some
directional decisions in 2008; for example: lease part
of the property and thus use a smaller part of it for the
General House; invite another religious group to share
the house with the Oblates; lease the whole property
and build elsewhere in or near Rome; sell the whole
property and build elsewhere in or near Rome.  He
emphasized that no decision has yet been taken.

“Daring to Cross Borders”

The 1998 General Chapter stated that
“Internationality emerged as one of the new themes
of this Chapter.”  It went on to state: “In effect, it
was felt that in a world that is becoming more and
more international, and despite the resistance of
isolationist tendencies, the fact that we are an
international congregation is a real grace.” (EPM 33)

“Internationality” was the focus of a major message
that Father Wilhelm STECKLING, Superior
General, delivered to the 2007 Intercapitular meeting
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in South Africa on October 4.  The entire Central
Government of the Oblates collaborated in this message
which was entitled: “Daring to Cross Borders.”

The participants at the Intercapitular particularly
appreciated a simile that the Superior General used
in describing internationality as lived by the
Oblates: “Taking up an image used by one of the
general council members, one could say that the
Congregation, seen in its internationality is like one
of the great rivers of the world.  It could be the
Ganges, the Mississippi, the Amazon, the Nile or
even the Yangtze for that matter.  It flows across
numerous countries, passes through various
landscapes, cultures, languages, histories of
peoples, brings life and fertility to whatever it
touches, gathers water from numerous tributaries
in the different lands, but never loses its identity.
On the contrary, it becomes a vital element of
growth that contributes to civilization, to culture
and the economy of people along the way.  It is
not stagnant or static.  It crosses through borders
and is never deterred by barriers.  The
congregation and its mission is something that flows

in a similar way and we are part of it.”

This Oblate value of internationality was already in
the mind and heart of the Founder, St. Eugene de
Mazenod, who saw the mission of the Oblates as
extending beyond the borders of his native France.
He himself was able to see the rapid growth of his
Oblate family once he began sending missionaries
across borders.

When looking to the future, Fr. General pointed out
certain assumptions that must underlie any further
experience of internationality by the Oblates:

1. Intercultural and international communities are
a witness that we as missionaries owe to today’s
world.
2. Crossing borders is complex and needs a
corporate approach.
3. It is essential that both ongoing and initial
formation become more missionary and
international.

The entire message will be published in
Documentation OMI later in the year.

Asia-Oceania

CHINA

Oblate China Education Service

The Oblate China Education Service, under the
organizational sponsorship of Hong Kong Caritas,
supports students in remote areas with educational
allowances and sometimes with funding for basic
projects, if the local people provide the labor. The
Oblate Delegation Superior, Fr. David ULLRICH,
together with three members of OCES and a staff
person from Caritas, recently returned from a visit
to 21 schools in 9 days in Xishuang Banna prefecture
in the Yunnan province, near the “golden triangle” of
Burma, Laos, and Vietnam.

They worked mainly out of Jinghong in the extreme
southwest part of China.  Often, they had to travel
over muddy and mountainous roads–usually for
four to five hours a day–to get to places their
destinations. They visited school principals,
students, teachers, and homes to check out school

applications for assistance and evaluate old ones.

Most of the schools are so remote that the students
have to live there all week. Some schools have four
hundred boarders or even a thousand, packed
dozens to a room.  The conditions are quite poor.
But school principals pointed out that things are better
than what the students have at home. Several asked
Oblate China Education Service’s help with
materials to bring water to the schools.

For some schools, the nearest water is hundreds of
meters away; for one, the water was three
kilometers away. The requests cost minimal amounts
of money by western standards and yet have a major
impact on the life of the students and teachers.

The lay people on the OCES team are
professional and compassionate at the same time.
They are also aware of the need for proper
procedures. The visits help the principals and
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teachers see that there is follow-up on things to
check into how the funding is being used.

Those at the schools also seem quite pleased to have
people come and learn about their situation.  The
most rewarding part of the trip was meeting the
students who receive the educational allowances.
One girl broke into tears.  When asked why, she
said that she was so happy to have people come all
the way from Hong Kong to help her.

KOREA

First Oblate priest ordained in Korea

In February, 2007, Anselmo RYU HI GU made
history by being the first Korean Oblate to profess
his perpetual vows.  On August 17, 2007, he made
history again by being ordained the first Oblate
priest from Korea.  Bishop Paulo Choi of Suwon
ordained him and 17 other young men from the
diocese at the local cathedral.

Present for the ordination was the acting
Delegation Superior for Japan, Fr. Jude
PEIRISPULLE, as well as other Oblate priests
and brothers from Japan and Korea.

The ordaining bishop congratulated the Oblates for
receiving their first Oblate priest from the “land of
martyrs.”  He also thanked the Oblates who work
in his diocese.  Oblates from Italy established the
mission of Korea some 17 years ago.  It is now
attached to the General Delegation of Japan. (Fr.
Anthony VARAM)

COLOMBO

Colombo Parish ‘Discovers’ Nearby Slums,

Extends Helping Hands

(UCAN) — After parishioners here saw the plight
of neighbors in hidden slums, they set to work
repairing leaky roofs and rain-damaged houses while
planning other assistance. “The slums show the plight
of the city laborers,” Oblate Father Bob
RODRIGO, parish priest of St. Lawrence Church
in Wellawatte, Colombo, told UCA News. He
recently visited colonial-period slum dwellings in
nearby Skyline Garden and Roxy Garden. That visit
spark a graphic call for help. Soon afterward,
photographs from these areas appeared on the

church notice board bore along with a short note:
“Here are your brothers and sisters.” Many
parishioners could hardly believe what they were
seeing. “Slums in Wellawatte?” some asked.

Wellawatte, a well-developed seafront area, is
considered a posh part of the capital. Minority
Tamils, both Hindus and Catholics, as well as
Muslims live there in large numbers. Many
parishioners did not know about these slum areas
hidden behind high-rise buildings. In response, the
parish formed the St. Lawrence Assistant Bureau to
take up the challenge. Parish members entered the
Skyline Garden community through a stuffy, narrow
footpath. There they were shocked by the living
conditions: broken roofs, damaged structures, a
common lavatory for 50 families. Most breadwinners
are low-income city laborers and housemaids.
Children run here and there. Residents cook and
sleep in one room with elderly parents. They maintain
extended families, and struggle to make ends meet.
“Families suffer much with damaged roofs and floors.
Gushing water damaged their drainage,” said Father
Rodrigo. “Mats and pillows were soaked in rainy
water,” added Britto Motha, 82, president of the
eight-member assistance bureau.

Joined by masons and carpenters, the bureau
members took cement, sand and sheets through the
narrow footpath. Together with the residents, they
repaired roofs and damaged structures. In due course
they will repair a common lavatory for 60 families in
Roxy Garden, Motha told UCA News. “Now the
children can sleep well,” said an old woman standing
nearby with her grandson. On Sept. 9, bureau
members also handed out more than 15 kilograms
of dried food to 30 Catholic, Hindu, and Muslim
families of Skyline Garden. Parishioners had provided
rice, dhal (lentils), sugar and tea. “Thank you aiya
(sir),” Fatima Ismail told UCA News as the Muslim
woman returned to her home with food parcels.

The parish plans to continue providing food items to
the needy families on the second Sunday of every
month. During the recent distribution, strong winds
blew heavy showers. “We could not work for some
days due to heavy rain,” Malathi Sabaratnam, 42,
told UCA News as she set off home carrying the
bags, and getting wet. “People do not like to visit”
their community, Sathiyamoorthy Indumathi Clenenta
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lamented. Even with roofs that no longer leak and
extra food, however, the slum dwellers still face many
challenges. “Children go to school regularly,” said
Clenenta, 28, a mother living in Skyline Garden. But
if work is short, there are no meals, let alone money
for school fees. And “alcoholic fathers” worry her.

Now the parish pays school fees and bus fares to
help the children stay in school. A full scholarship
allows one young resident to study at a reputed city

college. The Sri Lankan economy is in peril due to
civil war, and continuing escalation of the cost of
living affects slum dwellers worst, even as media
highlight the plight of average citizens. “However high
the income, it is difficult to manage the family,” Anton
Gnaneswaran, an accountant in a local firm, told
UCA News. “But at least these helping hands give
a little relief,” Clenenta acknowledged as she
thanked the priest and parishioners. -
www.ucanews.com

Europe

SPAIN

Missionary Congress

 (Fr. Marcello SGARBOSSA, an Italian Oblate,

was a guest at the recent Missionary Congress of

the Province of Spain.  He speaks of his

experience of the event.)

The meeting room of the Emmaus House of
Spirituality was full: Oblates, Oblate sisters, married
couples, young folks and children – a veritable village.
People greeted one another with delight and
happiness in the joy of encountering old friends once
again after many years.  All of this made for a pleasant
atmosphere at the Missionary Congress of the
Province of Spain, held at Pozuelo, August 30-
September 1, on the occasion of the 125 years of
Oblate presence.  We came together to celebrate
and to thank the Lord for all that He has done among
the Spanish Oblates, and, through them, for the
Church and for humanity.

I was seated in the first row so that I could see all of
the presenters from close by.  After the provincial’s
introduction, the telling of the brief but true history of
the Spanish Oblates began.  They were laborers who
went out on all the highways of the world to encounter
men and women who desired and dreamed of the
happiness that only the Good News can bring.  In
my heart, I saw the poor of Texas, Mexico, Uruguay,
Paraguay, Chile, Argentina, Venezuela, and Sahara,
and it seemed to me that that the Oblate who was
speaking was lending his voice to these poor, thereby
living that which our Constitutions tell us: “We will
hear and make heard the clamor of the voiceless,
which is a cry to God…”  (C. 9)

Where do we situate this story, these acts of
generosity, this missionary passion and zeal?  Where
does this charity come from which, from the very
beginning, drives men and women, married couples
and religious to leave family, village, and way of life
in order to be available to preach the Gospel?  With
his presentation, Fr. Domínguez OLEGARIO helped
us understand this.  The love of the Father, the
obedience of the Son, and the power of the Spirit
compel the whole Church to be missionary, that is
to say, to proclaim faith in Jesus Christ and, through
baptism, build up the Body of Christ.

This story as like a chapter from the Acts of the
Apostles.  As we listened to the different
presentations, we were able to relive the mission.
We saw how the Gospel is a saving power and how
the seed, sown with sweat and love, grew up to be
a tree.  Before our own times, over the years,
schools, churches, and houses for the most needy
came to be.  Communities multiplied; parishes were
born; and the Body of Christ keeps growing as he
reveals to us his magnificent face.

It’s a wonderful story; the charism of St. Eugene
has accomplished great works, and we Oblates,
Oblate sisters and lay faithful, are the beneficiaries
of this history.

Everything that we lived during the Congress reveals
and confirms the need to believe that the charism of
St. Eugene has the power to awaken an “Immense
Hope” in the world, because today, the Spirit has
poured out this charism not only upon the Oblates
but also upon the people—the people of the Oblate
family.  All of us, sons and daughters of Eugene de
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Mazenod, we see the world through the eyes of the
crucified Savior. (Nosotros OMI, septiembre 2007)

ANGLO-IRISH PROVINCE

The Anglo-Irish connection with Lesotho

Lesotho’s Ambassador to Ireland , Her Excellency,
Mannele Ramaili, visited the Oblates’ provincial
house in Inchicore on July 10th, to thank the
Congregation for its long-term and ongoing
commitment to development in her country.

The Oblates have worked there since 1862 and
played a major role in establishing the National
University of Lesotho over a 60 year period.

Welcoming the Ambassador to Inchicore, the
Provincial, Fr William FITZPATRICK said that the
Congregation was anxious to continue and expand
its work in Lesotho in future.

“We very much appreciate the ambassador’s
interest in and appreciation of the contribution
made by Oblate missionaries in her country in the
past, and the work they are doing today. The Irish
Oblates who have been part of this story represent
an aspect of Irish history and heritage of which
we should all be proud -- one that is still waiting
to be fully told,” he said.

The Oblate Anglo-Irish Province has formally
announced a contribution of one million US dollars
to fund housing for disadvantaged students at the
National University of Lesotho.

The university was originally founded by the Oblates
in 1945 as the first Black university in Southern
Africa. It has developed to become a major
education establishment for the entire region.

Irish Oblates have had an association with southern
Africa and Lesotho in particular since the late 19th
century. The Congregation first began its work in
Lesotho through the missionary efforts of French
Oblate, Blessed Joseph GERARD.

Oblate missionaries originally from the Anglo-Irish
Province, but assigned to Africa at ordination or later,
continue to work across South Africa. In conjunction
with these missionaries and local Oblates, the Anglo-
Irish Province has recently been promoting projects
in South Africa, most of which are funded by the
Irish Missionary Resource Service (IMRS).

Volunteers from Oblate Youth Service (OYS) are
currently working in ‘Little Eden’, a home for 290
physically and mentally disabled children. This
project, which is located on the outskirts of
Johannesburg, is run on two sites, one of which is a
farm where the more able-bodied children reside.

“Our priority will always be to assist disadvantaged
and marginalized people in the countries where we
are based. This work consistently involves working
on the edges of society with the poor. In this, we are
inspired by our founder, St Eugene de Mazenod,
who, as a young priest, worked with the destitute
and prisoners condemned to death, in his native
Provence,” Fr Fitzpatrick said. (Anglo-Irish On Line)

Canada-United States

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP

75th Anniversary of the JCW

The JCW (Young Catholic Workers) celebrated
the 75 th anniversary of their founding on
September 8 th at the St. Joseph Oratory in
Montreal, in the presence of 800 former members.
Several Oblates were involved in the beginnings
of this movement and were involved for more than
40 years: Fathers Henri ROY, Victor-Marie
VILLENEUVE, Paul-Émile PELLETIER, Pierre-
Paul ASSELIN, Albert SANSCHAGRIN, Roger

POIRIER and several others.  A play entitled
“Parminou” called to mind some of the great
moments of the movement: its founding by Fr.
Henri Roy; the marriage preparation service of Fr.
Albert Sanschagrin; the hundreds of YCW marriages
at the DeLorimier Stadium in Montreal in 1939.  In his
homily, Cardinal Turcotte recalled that he got to know
the YCW personally during his first ministry assignment:
“It was for me a moment of grace.”  The YCW is
still active, working in five regions: Montreal,
Quebec, Ottawa, Saguenay and Rive Sud.
(Germain RANGER)
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Latin America

FRENCH GUIANA

A very international mission

Guiana?  You know, of course, that it exists, and
that it is a French overseas department, located in
South America, more than 7000 km from Paris.  The
country, as big as Portugal, is part of the great Amazon
basin, with a hot and humid climate; 90% of it is

covered by forests.  Its neighbors are Suriname on
the west and Brazil to the south.

The population today is estimated at 250,000, but
there were only 50,000 just 35 years ago.  Given
the present demographic growth, the population
could grow to 400,000 within 20 years.

OMI Lacombe

Sounds and tastes of Africa in Winnepeg

The hall at the House of Peace in downtown
Winnipeg teemed with laughter and music. Old
friends, new friends, young and old, gathered to
enjoy authentic African food, entertainment and
colorful African hospitality. The French-speaking
members of l’Association Missionnaire de

Marie Immaculée in Manitoba have been hosting
an annual event in the fall for many years. This
event, however, held in April 2007, was a first
for the English speaking Oblate family of friends
and supporters in the Winnipeg area.

Led by Brother Tom NOVAK and AMMI

volunteers André and Adèle Blondeau, the
organizing committee worked hard to make this
event a resounding success. Thanks to a sizeable
African immigrant community in Winnipeg, the
event looked, tasted and sounded African to the
core! Filled to capacity, the hall resounded with
live African-style Gospel music performed by a
group from Congo called Shabach Sound.

Several African families had prepared authentic
African food, such as tasty samozas from Sudan
and a delicious spinach dish. These families were
all friends of the Jean-Bosco Nabulizi family, a
family of 10 from Burundi and the Congo who
were sponsored by the Winnipeg Oblate
community in 2005. The Nabulizi family came to
Canada after living for many years in a refugee
camp in Zimbabwe.

A group of African high school girls, all recent
refugees from Africa, performed a dramatic

presentation about life in Africa. At the request
of the Manitoba Council for International

Cooperation, Brother Tom Novak, along with
Reena Kreindler from Just Theatre, had
originally prepared the play to introduce an
annual Education Day for high school students.
The play, called “Isata’s Story,” was based
entirely on the gir ls’  own stories  and
experience. After several weeks of telling their
stories, the girls were invited to dramatize some
of them, first by creating static tableaus, and
then by creating little scenes.

Girls are often married at a very young age to
elderly men as means of accessing financial
support for the whole family. There are
hundreds of thousands of orphans due, not just
to HIV, but to preventable diseases like
malaria. Children are usually the first victims
of war. Girls often become the sex toys of
militia groups. If the girls or boys do not
cooperate, often they are mutilated (by
chopping off a nose, an ear, a hand or a foot)
as a way of intimidating others. Some of the
stories were clearly too horrific and still too
close to the experience of some of the girls, so
they were not able to bring themselves to act
them out. Still the scenes they recreated were
painful enough, and some audience members
were in tears at the end of a performance.

Brother Tom adds: “We wanted to show
positive things about life in Africa as well as
some of the difficulties. So we included some
authentic African dances from Congo and from
Zimbabwe.” (Oblate Connexions Oblates,
September 2007)
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More than half of this population is made up of
immigrants: from Haiti, Suriname, Brazil, Guiana,
China, and elsewhere.  Two-thirds of these are there
illegally.  The population is very young: half of them
are less than 25 years old.  The number of languages
and cultures is, in itself, a real challenge for any
assimilation of these groups.  Immigration is out of
control, but the economic situation and the life-style
of France are attractive to neighbors who live on
the threshold of poverty.

Where is French Guiana heading?  What is its future?

France and the European Union contribute at least
80% of Guiana’s economy.  It is a “supported”
overseas department.  The Kourou Space Center,
where they launch the “Ariane” rockets, is a very
important asset for Guiana, but it is not enough to
provide for the whole population.  Guiana exports
wood, but it can hardly compete with gigantic Brazil.
They find gold in the soil of Guiana, but where does
it go?  Some people profit from it, but most of this
gold goes uncontrolled.  What are the prospects for
the development of Guiana?  At this point, they are
not very evident.

And what about the Church in this situation?  And
the Oblates?  The Church too struggles amidst the
rapid change in the population.  Both the clergy in
general and the Oblates experience this
internationality: ten different nationalities among the
clergy (about 30 priests) and five for the Oblates!

The Oblates came to Guiana with the Hmong from
Laos.  Presently, we are ten Oblates, three of
whom are scholastics.  At the request of the
bishop, we work with the ethnic minorities:
besides the Hmong, immigrants from Haiti, Brazil,
Suriname.  The greatest challenges for the Church
in Guiana are the youth, half of the population;
there are no chaplains for the high schools and
colleges.  The bishop also wants us to work in
the formation of the laity.  And we are also involved
in the catechumenate of adults, as prison chaplains,
with Catholic Charities, and in other services.

There is no lack of work, but living amidst so many
nationalities, languages and cultures is a rich
experience.  With a poorly defined and even gloomy

future for Guiana, it’s a real challenge for the Church
and for us as Missionary Oblates.  God help us!
(Elie LAGRILLE, OMI-France, August, 2007)

PARAGUAY

Blessing of a new church

On June 29, there took place the opening and the
blessing of the new church at Mangrullo by Bishop
Sebelio Peralto, Bishop of Villarrica del Espíritu
Santo.  Among the guests were the Governor of
Guairá, Engineer Esteban Torres (who donated the
pews for the new church); the Governor of
Caaguazú, Enzo Cardozo (who donated tiles for the
floor); the coordinators, the catechists, and a huge
number of Christian faithful.

It was the first visit of a bishop to the area.  This in
itself made it a special event that took months of
preparation so that on June 29, feast of St. Peter,
the patron of Mangrullo, they could inaugurate the
new church whose construction cost 50,000,000
guaranis.  The nice part is that 90% of this came
from the community, as well as the labor itself.

Everyone collaborated: the children, the elderly, and
even the sick with their prayers.  The youth were
admirable in the work they did.  Then, with the loud
noises of their motors, they went on their motorcycles
to greet the bishop, three kilometers from the village,.
One kilometer away, the band of the Second
Infantry Division of Villarrica awaited the bishop,
along with the school children.  Greeting him in
front of the church were Father Francisco, Sisters
Rosalia, Cristina, Ana and Magna, the authorities
and the people who welcomed him with
tremendous applause.

It is important to point out that there had been a
grand missionary effort in the area with the mission
of the parish group, the “Evangelizers,” 20 lay
persons who went two by two to all the homes and
families of the six Christian communities that make
up the area of  “Torres-kué.”  This mission took
place on the six Saturdays that preceded June 29.
It’s a sort of parish mission with this method:

a) Ten days of preparation/formation.
b) A prayer meeting in the chapel of the
community that will have the mission.
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c) Two by two visits of all the families to share
the Word of God and to invite people to come.
d) Closing of the mission in the chapel, with con-
fessions and celebration of Holy Mass.

They are beautiful pastoral experiences.

The religious festivities of Mangrullo are a result of
these missions.  The people are very close to one
another: there is much solidarity and an environment
of trust and brotherhood among the peasants. (P.
Francisco CARRILLO in Comunicaciones, Prov-

ince of  Paraguay, August 2007)

VENEZUELA

An end and a beginning

The Oblates in the mission of Venezuela have ended
our presence at the cathedral of Machiques where
we have stayed with Bishop Ramiro DÍAZ almost
up until his retirement age.

Having left Machiques, we are now beginning our
work at Santa Barbara de Barinas. Vidal
FUENTE and Francisco Javier PUERTA have
already moved there.

Santa Barbara is an important town of 40,000
inhabitants in the State of Barinas, more than
two hours by car to the east of our seminary at
San Cristóbal, and six hours from Casigua.  In
Santa Barbara, we have taken over one of the
town’s two parishes; formerly, it was cared for
by an ex-religious.

And what do the new parish priests have to say about
it?  They tell us that the altar boys used to sleep in
the rectory on Saturday nights in order to be able to

ring the bells early Sunday morning.  Now the altar
boys (who sleep in their own beds and in their own
homes) come to the window of Paco Javi at six in
the morning and shout at him to get up so that he
can ring the bells.  They tell us that the children
preparing for First Communion used to pray the
rosary during the whole catechism classes and that
was the sum total of their catechesis.  They tell us
that one can also live without TV and even without
a telephone.  Those are some of the first impression
of the new arrivals.

September 11 was the feast of Our Lady of
Coromoto, a name that reminds the natives that the
Virgin appeared, asking them to go to the white men
in order to receive baptism.  On that day, Bishop
Ramiro arrived to confirm and celebrate First
Communion at Carmelo (8 km from Casigua.).  The
church there is under the patronage of the Virgin of
Coromoto.  Amador DE LUCAS, a new member
of the Casigua community, was present.  The faithful
welcomed him warmly and affectionately, something
which Amador greatly appreciated.

These days, the parish of Jesus the Nazarene (San
Cristóbal) is celebrating a novena in honor of its
patron.  What is special about this novena is that it
takes place in different neighborhoods.  During the
novena, they show a video on the Latin American
Conference in Aparecida; then they say the novena
prayers and celebrate Holy Mass.  It ends with a bit
of “sharing,” that is to say, a glass of Coca-Cola
and a piece of cake for everyone present and lots of
noisy conversation.  The “Padrecito” gets more
Coca-Cola and more cake that the others, as well
as, at times, other goodies prepared in the home
that is hosting the novena.  Little advantages of being
the “Padrecito.” (Nosotros OMI, September 2007)

Africa-Madagascar

TOGO

A Belgian Oblate help victims of AIDS

Michel LENZEN, a Belgian Oblate and, for many

years, a missionary in the Philippines, has moved

from the Philippines to this country in Western

Africa, for the purpose of working with victims

of AIDS.  Here is what he writes:

(May 7) … The mothers and children are
beginning to get to know me.  They appreciate
the kindness and friendliness of the old “white
grandpapa!” In their mind, I am an old widowed
grandfather.  I explained to them that I am a priest
and a missionary; many were really surprised
because as a white person, I am considered rich.
In the end, it’s my pocket money that helps many
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people have something to eat.

(July 5) … For the moment and for the past six weeks,
we are housing orphaned children whose parents died
of AIDS.  They spend a week with us, in groups of
six or seven, accompanied by two women (two
widows who are HIV positive) who help in the
kitchen.  A young seminarian and his cousin help
with the children, aged 8 to 15.  They are quiet
and polite.  Having a change of environment seems
to be good for them.

My “network” of acquaintances related to AIDS
work is beginning to broaden.  At times, I take part in
meetings of AIDS victims in order to try to better
understand what they are experiencing.  That is not
easy, because the children live in families broken up
by deaths, or in families that have been more or less
reunited; some have been separated from their
brothers and sisters.

It’s hard to know what to say to them for it is hard to
imagine what they are suffering.  Some eat nothing
but some rice and a bit of palm oil; some go to bed
with an empty stomach.  Often, the father has died
after having infected his wife; and it is the mother who
has to raise the kids by herself.  Most of them run
little shops at the market, but if they sell nothing or
almost nothing, the whole family goes to bed without
eating.  Often the mother and children sleep in the
same bed because the live in a tiny room.  How can
someone study in these conditions?  Most of them
have a bare minimum of clothing and they sleep in
them: sheets and blankets cost too much.  They don’t
have running water; they have to buy water in a jug at
a public fountain where another woman sells it by the
bucket.  That too is life in Lomé.

Electricity is the most unpredictable service; we have it
just a few hours per day.  The current comes and goes
with no warning.  That brings life to a standstill in most of
the internet cafes where many customers lose their work
because they have not saved it on a disc.

(August 2) … The sick people more often than not
have medical expenses, so frequently that few of those
who are infected take the antiretroviral medications
that would help them stabilize their condition.
Consequently, they come down with a succession of
opportunistic diseases (diarrhea, tuberculosis,

pneumonia, malaria…).  In the hospitals, they have
learned that an AIDS victim with tuberculosis dies
30 times more quickly the norm because antibiotics
don’t help much at all.  The morale of the sick and
of the children is often zero!

NORTHERN PROVINCE OF SOUTH

AFRICA

Oblate murdered in car-jacking

The Oblate novitiate community in South Africa
and the Northern Province are mourning the death
of the Associate Novice Master, Fr. Allard
Msheyene ‘MAKO, shot and killed by roadside
carjackers on October 5.

The forty-two year old Oblate priest, ordained in
2003, had gone to lend weekend help at St. Peter’s
parish in Nelspruit.  After celebrating a Friday
evening liturgy at 18:00 in Ka Nyamazane, he took
a young man home and then was returning to the
parish.  A short time later, he was found lying by
the road at Msogwaba township, and was taken
at 19:30 by ambulance to Themba Hospital,
Kabokweni. He was soon transferred to a larger
hospital in Nelspruit, where he underwent
emergency surgery.  He was conscious and
recognized those who spoke to him, and at that
stage could give some response.  The bullet had
done its fatal damage, however.  Fr. Zweli
MLOTSHWA, anointed him at 5:30 Saturday
morning, October 6.  Fr. Allard died a couple
hours later.

Just a few days earlier, he was in a jovial mood
as he and the novitiate community visited the
Intercapitular meeting in session north of
Johannesburg.  He laughed and joked with
Oblates who were his friends from his days at
the International Scholasticate in Rome.

His death leaves a void, not only in the hearts of
those who knew and loved him, but also in the
pastoral plan of his province where he had
revived the vocation apostolate and was being
prepared for further formation work.  The
Interchapter meeting interrupted  its work to
attend his funeral Mass on Thursday, October
11, at the Oblate parish in Victory Park.
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NORTHERN PROVINCE OF SOUTH

AFRICA

A funeral and a challenge from the shepherd

On October 11, the church at St. Charles Parish,
next to the Oblate provincial house in Victory
Park, Johannesburg, was filled with song and
prayer for the funeral Mass of Fr. Allard
Msheyene ‘MAKO, murdered senselessly on
October 4 by someone who stole his car and
his life.

Most of the participants at the Intercapitular
Meeting being held at Hartbeespoort
concelebrated at the Mass, together with
numerous other Oblate, diocesan and religious
priests.  The principal concelebrant was
Johannesburg’s archbishop, Mons. Buti
TLHAGALE.  He was joined at the altar by the
Superior General, Fr. Wilhelm STECKLING, and
the local provincial, Fr. Peter GALLOWAY.

At the end of the Mass, Archbishop Tlhagale, after
offering sincere condolences to the ‘Mako family,
spoke with great emotion and conviction of the
problems in his country, problems which led to
the death of this young priest:

Father General, we are not doing so well with

vocations in these parts, and yet, our pastoral

needs are great.  A death of one young priest,

is one death too many.

Violent crime, after the scourge of HIV/AIDS,

is the biggest and most sinister threat to the

well-being and security of South Africa.

Violent crime threatens to undo past gains

almost overnight.  Our streets, our

neighbourhoods, our shopping malls and

highways, have simply become unsafe.  It does

not matter whether you are in the township or

in the suburbs.  The marauding criminals are

all over.  If you have not been directly affected

by crime, consider yourself lucky.  Many live

in fear for their lives; many have been striped

of their freedom and dignity; many have been

killed in cold blood, fallen prey to these

heartless, senseless, cold criminals – who kill

with impunity.

The justice system in this country, in an attempt

to reverse or undo the harshness or cruelty of

the apartheid justice system, has simply

softened its policies and laws to a point where

criminals feel that they can commit murder and

get away with it or that if they are caught, they

will simply get a slap on the wrist.  Criminal

lawyers hardly do society a favour when they

successfully defend criminals who are known

to be as guilty as sin.  On the other hand, civil

society has shown an incredible tolerance for

the government’s weak response to the ever

growing levels of crime.  It is a futile,

meaningless and hopeless cop-out to blame

crime on poverty, or even to consider crime as

a long-term result of the apartheid policies.

Criminals are home-grown.  They come from

our own communities.  The stolen guns that

kill randomly are at times hidden away by

members of the family.  That gun, they say,

brings bread home.  It keeps hunger and

starvation at bay.

Crime has weakened and undermined the

moral fibre of the South African society.

Some of these heartless criminals claim to be

members of our church communities.  Such

criminals ought not to be buried from our

churches.  Why should we bend backwards to

accommodate cold-blooded murderers?

Recipients or beneficiaries of stolen property

– people who knowingly and consciously

receive stolen property or assist the criminals

in their sordid trade are members of our church

community.  They ought to be banned from

receiving Communion.  They are collaborators

in crime.  Their hands are dripping with the

blood of innocent people.  Money from the sale

of drugs and stolen property or from bank

robbery, should not be accepted in the church

as part of a tithe or Sunday collection.  The

injunction of the Gospel on this matter is

clear:  “So then, if you are bringing your

offering to the altar and there you remember

that your brother has something against you,

leave your offering there before the altar, go

and be reconciled with your brother first, and
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then come back and present your offering”

(Mt. 5.24).

Family members who cooperate in crime,

benefit  from crime.  They contribute

significantly towards the moral bankruptcy of

society.  We all have a moral responsibility

towards reversing crime.  Fr. Allard has been

cruelly and needlessly sacrificed at the sinister

altar of crime.  Now he is just a crime statistic.

We have every reason to be outraged.  It is

morally reprehensible to stand by and watch

helplessly, as if in a state of paralysis.  Society

must protest in the strongest terms possible

against the weakness of government in curbing

crime.  It is wrong and totally unacceptable to

become prisoners of our own fears.  Our own

communities are the breeding grounds of crime.

They too must be confronted headlong.  If we

don’t do that, then there is only one inescapable

conclusion.  We don’t care for the people we

claim to love.

May his soul rest in peace.
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Anniversaries — December 2007

70 Years of religious life

1937.12.25 07286 Bro. René Darroux France

70 Years of priesthood

1937.12.18 06033 Fr. Jean Colas Lacombe

60 Years of religious life

1947.12.08 08431 Fr. Ottorino Casarotto Italy

60 Years of priesthood

1947.12.20 07499 Fr. Gérard Montpetit Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1947.12.21 07461 Fr. Kevin Cawte Northern S. A.

50 Years of religious life

1957.12.08 11607 Bro. Gérard Buisson France
1957.12.08 10998 Bro. Willi Dickmann Central European Prov.
1957.12.08 10999 Bro. Alfred Ganser Central European Prov.

50 Years of priesthood

1957.12.06 09422 Fr. George Purves Natal
1957.12.08 09725 Fr. Alexis Atangana Cameroun
1957.12.21 09449 Fr. Michel Courvoisier France
1957.12.21 09025 Fr. Prospero Gacis Philippines
1957.12.21 09035 Fr. Léo Laberge Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1957.12.23 09543 Fr. Paul-Emile Poulin Notre-Dame-du-Cap

25 Years of priesthood

1982.12.08 12401 Fr. Henry Rebeiro Colombo
1982.12.12 12498 Fr. Enrique Peña Mexico
1982.12.16 12440 Fr. Michael Gumede Natal
1982.12.18 12469 Fr. Angelo Capuano Italie
1982.12.18 13551 Fr. Chrysostom Kino Makhata Northern S. A.
1982.12.18 12484 Fr. Antonio Santoro Italie
1982.12.19 12491 Fr. Motsiri Mosai Central S. A.
1982.12.19 12490 Fr. Justinus Mpopo Lesotho
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Suffrages for our Deceased

“We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them, faithfully offering

the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.” (const. 43)

No. 85-92

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Fr. Gerard McCormick United States 18/08/1914 Tewksburgy 30/09/2007

Fr. Walter Rudolf Central European 06/09/1933 Fulda 01/10/2007

Fr. Edward Collins United States 29/09/1919 San Diego 04/10/2007

Fr. André Pouliquen  France 26/03/1915 Pontmain 06/10/2007

Fr. Allard Msheyene ‘Mako North.Prov. S.A. 31/03/1965 Nelspruit 06/10/2007

Fr. John Peters Lacombe 25/03/1913 Edmonton 06/10/2007

Fr. Marcel Lesquenner France 14/01/1922 Pontmain 11/10/2007

Bro. Paul Ramalumane Lesotho 27/06/1932 Maseru 15/10/2007


