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Joint Session in Asia-Oceania Region
The Central Government  and the Asia-
Oceania Regional Conference (AORC) of the 
Oblates concluded their Joint Session on April 
18 with a Eucharist presided by Fr. Wilhelm 
STECKLING, Superior General.

The 6-day meeting, held at the Oblate 
Missionary Center in Quezon City, Philippines, 
resulted in some major decisions affecting the 
Oblate mission in Asia-Oceania.  Recognizing 
internationality as one of the critical values 
which the Congregation wants to uphold, the 
AORC agreed to work towards the establishment 
of an international house of formation at the 
Theology level in the Philippines.  Such an 
international Theologate will bring together 
candidates from the various Oblate units in the 
region and perhaps elsewhere in the  world, and 
offer them an experience of community life 
while pursuing academic studies. The AORC’s 
Formation Committee has been given the task 
to begin the preparations for the international 
formation house, and present its preliminary 
report on the matter by the end of the year.

Secondly, and still with internationality as an 
underlying value, the AORC also decided to 
explore the possibility of establishing a pilot 
international community ministering to youth. 
The envisioned community is to be composed 
of at least three Oblates from the region 
(and perhaps later on with youth associates), 
witnessing and ministering to and with young 
people in the spirit of the Oblate founder, St. 
Eugene de Mazenod. The opportunity to explore 
this comes in conjunction with three important 
youth events in Australia in July this year--
the International Oblate Youth Experience in 

Melbourne, the World Youth Day in Sydney, 
and the Oblate International Congress on 
Mission to Youth, to be held also in Sydney. 
Youth animators--Oblates and lay--will gather 
during those days to share youth ministry 
experiences and improve collaboration and 
programs of youth ministry in Oblate units all 
over the world.

During the Joint Session, Fr. Steckling also 
presented a view of the Oblate Asia-Oceania 
Region which challenges Oblates to nurture 
an immense hope in Jesus, as they strive to 
proclaim the Good News in the diverse and 
often diffi cult context that is Asia-Oceania. He 
identifi ed the areas of Inculturation, Justice and 
Peace, Inter-Faith Dialogue, and Mission to 
Secularity as the dominant characteristics of 
how Oblates are sent to minister to the poor in 
the region. He challenged them to create better 
Oblate apostolic communities, and to be open 
to ministering with lay partners in the mission, 
particularly the youth. He also reminded them 
of the critical tasks in forming present and 
future Oblates in the charism of the Founder 
and of the best values of the Congregation. 
His fi nal challenge was for better leadership 
and governance in each Oblate unit and in the 
region as a whole.

Also signifi cant for the Oblate Philippine Province 
was the ongoing process whereby the Oblate units 
in Thailand, Japan, and Korea would be linked in 
a deeper way with the Philippine Province, as part 
of restructuring efforts necessary to revitalize the 
mission in these units. The Superior General urged 
the leaders of these units to keep the efforts going 
in the next two years. 
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General Administration

Twenty-six Oblates participated in the Joint 
Session. Eleven were from the Central 
Government. There were fourteen Major 
Superiors or representatives of the Oblate 
Units in Asia-Oceania: Harry DYER 
(Australia), Andri ATMAKA (Indonesia), 
Mariathas SELVARATNAM (Jaffna), Paul 
NADCHETHIRAM (Jaffna), Clement 
WAIDYASEKARA (Colombo/Sri Lanka), Jude 
PEIRISPULLE (Japan), Claudio BERTUCCIO 
(Thailand), Francis NALLAPPAN (India), A. 
Don Joseph ALEX (Pakistan), Emil MORAES 
(Bangladesh) , Vincenzo BORDO (Korea), 
Andrzej MADEJ (Turkmenistan) , Jacques 

NGUYEN VAN THOM (Vietnam), and Ramon 
BERNABE (Philippines), who is also the 
current President of the region. Peter STOLL, 
the Executive Secretary of the AORC, was also 
present. One who could not make it because of 
an illness was David ULLRICH (China).

The meeting was ably facilitated by Christopher 
O’LEARY, Director of the Oblate Missionary 
Center. Staff support was provided by Dennis 
GUI, Filadelfo ESTRELLA, Francis ZABALA, 
Modesto PAGCO, and some Oblate scholastics. 
(Ramon Bernabe)

POST-CAPITULAR GOVERNANCE 
COMMITTEE
Good response to fi rst level of consultation.

As a fi rst phase of consulting Oblates about 
some proposed changes to the “Government” 
section (Part III) of the Constitutions and Rules, 
the Post-Capitular Governance Committee 
contacted about 300 Oblates in January 2008 
with a brief questionnaire related to some specifi c 
ideas the committee has been considering. The 
questionnaire was sent to Oblates who have had 
experience at various levels of government: 
members of the General Council (1992-present); 
current provincials and their two immediate 
predecessors; current superiors of delegations; 
members of the General Administration from 
1992 to the present: i.e., General Offi cers and 
heads of General Services; Capitulants of the 
1998 and 2004 General Chapters. The provincials 
were also asked to invite their councils and 
treasurers to take part in the survey.

The committee was pleased that well over half of 
those contacted responded to the questionnaire. 
As is always the case in any such inquiry, some 
of the items being proposed received strong 
support and some received less support. 

During its April 14-17 meeting at the General 
House, the committee studied the responses and 
the accompanying comments in detail. After 

making some changes to the proposals, their 
next step will be to create a second questionnaire 
for consultation of the entire Congregation. 
Their goal is to have this second and broader 
consultation ready by the end of October 2008. 
It will be sent to all Oblates through their 
respective Provincial or Delegation offi ces. 
There will be the possibility of responding 
either through mail, fax, or electronically (by 
e-mail or by a special response program on the 
Congregation’s web site.)

The 2004 General Chapter gave to the Superior 
General and Council the mandate to establish 
this committee to review the structures and 
functioning of Oblate government, primarily 
with regard to the General Chapter, the Central 
Government, Regions and Units. Appointed 
in 2005, the committee’s members are 
Ryszard SZMYDKI (chairman), Jean-Marie 
BULUMUNA, Filadelfo ESTRELLA, Seamus 
FINN, and Victor SANTOYO. James ALLEN 
serves as secretary. 
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Europe

FRANCE
Welcoming families of prisoners

Many Oblates are or have been chaplains or 
visitors at prisons. Here is another aspect: the 
welcome given to families who come to visit. 
In 1990, a few months after the opening of the 
new detention center in Strasbourg, a group 
was founded to welcome families. In 2005, the 
diocesan Caritas-SOS took over this association. 
Since October 2007, Fr. Jean PHILIPPE goes 
there two times a week.

The detention center holds about 700 “accused” 
and/or “convicted inmates” although the offi cial 
capacity is for 400. The accused have a right to 
three visits a week; the others can have two.

Right next to the entry offi ce of the administration, 
there is a big room with tables, chairs, toilets, 
three dispensers of drinks and candy (at a modest 
price), two electronic terminals for setting up 
appointments (very important) and 70 storage 
lockers (gratis). There is a large mezzanine with 
volunteers specializing in taking care of mothers 
and children.

Upon their arrival, a half-hour before the visit, 
the visitors leave their identity card at the 
offi ce and come to the reception room. At the 
electronic terminals, they set up future visits for 
the coming two weeks; they make a list of the 
laundry they are bringing to the prisoner; they 
leave in the lockers whatever they cannot bring 
into the prison: belts, handbags, wallets, keys, 
food (not even the prisoner’s oranges).

This is where we become useful and even 
necessary for those who are coming for the fi rst 
time and don’t know what to do and for those 
(and they are many) who don’t know how to 
read and write well enough to use the terminals 
nor the storage lockers. There is also a corner 
for baby carriages.

There are four visiting periods in the morning 
and fi ve in the afternoon, from Tuesday through 

Saturday, for 18 prisoners at a time: a total of 
162 a day…810 per week.

The visit lasts exactly one hour. The call to 
come in through the control gate takes place 20 
minutes before. It takes a quarter of an hour to 
get out again. For each visit, the visitor spends 
about two hours on site. Some of them (usually 
women) and even many of them come two or 
three times a week. It’s admirable!

The prisoners are not the only ones who suffer 
from their imprisonment. At times, we have 
some tense moments. We are held to secrecy. 
Each volunteer has stories to tell but you cannot 
reveal any specifi c information. Here are some 
anonymous but real examples:

An old man comes more than 100 km. • 
He has a metal prosthesis: he cannot get 
through the control gate. He has to come 
back with a medical certifi cate. No one had 
forewarned him.
Two baby carriages of the same model: • 
one new and one very much used. At the 
exit, the owner of the used model hurries 
and goes off with the new one. The owner 
of the new one arrives too late. The next 
day, thanks to the surveillance cameras, the 
guilty party is identifi ed. They take away 
from her all visiting privileges. These two 
mothers live in the same neighborhood and 
know each other. What a way to make for 
better neighborly relationships!
A grandmother does not move very well. • 
She comes by tram and has to walk 400 
meters but she arrives two minutes after 
the visitors’ call. Worn out, she collapses 
in a chair. Furthermore, on the next day, 
she is going into the hospital for a serious 
operation on her leg. When will she be able 
to come back?
An appointment is wrongly registered on • 
the terminal. It’s quite complicated. In any 
case, no visit for today!
Several times per day, some of the lockers • 
will not open: they forget the combination 
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code or they are at the wrong locker or they 
don’t know how to operate it. They have to 
call the guard who accompanies them at the 
end of the visit and who has a master key. 
He asks them: “What are the contents of the 
locker?” Then he opens it. This question is 
useful because there have been some thefts. 
You have to call him immediately because 
he is going off to the entry for the next 
visiting period. Otherwise, you have to wait 
for the end of that visit.

In that regard, here is a sad but amusing case: a 
locker will not open. The young woman throws a 
terrible nervous fi t: screaming, violent pounding 
on the neighboring lockers; a crowd gathers. A 
volunteer comes to calm her and manages to 
speak with her: “Try the neighboring locker. 
Who knows?” Miracle! That’s the right one. 
Everyone can relax. (OMI France, April 2008) 

IRELAND
Archbishop Hurley remembered at his 
ancestral home

The late Archbishop Denis HURLEY used to 
be a regular visitor to the town of Skibbereen 
in the west of County Cork in Ireland. In 
the nearby Abbeystrowry Cemetery, there is 
an impressive plaque in memory of our late 
archbishop. It reads: 

In memory of Archbishop Denis E. Hurley O.M.I.
(1916-2004)

Durban, South Africa
Of Skibbereen – born parents

A courageous churchman who promoted justice 
and freedom in South Africa

“Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom.”

Brother Brendan, a Marist brother from Durban, 
recently visited the town and spent a very 
pleasant couple of hours in the company of 
Dennis and Pauline O’Sullivan, cousins of the 
late Archbishop. The archbishop had stayed with 
them on many occasions during visits to Ireland 
and was well known in the town from which 
his parents came. This cemetery is the burial 

place of many victims of the 1845-50 famine in 
Ireland. It is good to know that this great Oblate 
is remembered in the land of his ancestors. 
(OMI Natal Update, April-May 2008)

ROMANIA
Two parish retreats

During the month of March, the Oblate 
community preached two retreats in the city of 
Braşov. On March 17-19, the fi rst three days of 
Holy Week, they preached in the Roman Catholic 
parish of Holy Cross, welcoming people to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and giving the 
homily at the evening Mass. The biblical 
texts of the liturgies of the day showed the 
consequences of sin for the disciples of the 
past and of the present, but also how all of 
them are the first beneficiaries of the paschal 
love of Christ.

About a month later, the Oblates returned 
to Braşov, this time as guests of the Greek-
Catholic parish of St. Peter, where they again 
preached a three-day retreat. This community, 
like all of the Eastern Churches, follows the 
Julian calendar according to which Easter 
this year fell on April 27. The Oblates took a 
step backwards, from Paschal Time to Lent, 
in order to share with these brethren a part of 
their penitential journey. Each day, the Oblates 
presented two meditations inspired by some 
texts taken from the letters of St. Paul and also, 
in this case, they administered the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.

This year for the Greek-Catholic community, 
the approach to Easter coincided with the move 
from the crypt to the upper level where a new 
church has been built. For the moment, the 
parish, with the help of many benefactors, is 
replacing the worship space which the State had 
taken from them during the time of communism. 
The Orthodox Church has made every effort to 
keep it, to use it and to claim ownership, even 
regardless of its legitimate owners, while the 
present democratic State is particularly slow in 
restoring rights that were so quickly violated 
under pressure from an offensive ideology. 
(OMIRomania, April 18, 2008)
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Latin America

BOLIVIA
Oblate Ecological Work in the High Andes 

In late February, I attended a weeklong 
international Seminar/Workshop in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia for Oblates and laity 
ministering to Indigenous Peoples. Just three 
hours away by bus in the high Andes is the 
mining area of Oruro where Oblates have 
worked for 50 years. Despite the billions of 
dollars that have fl owed from tin and silver 
mines over the centuries, the people of Oruro 
remain among the poorest of the poor.

Oblate Brother Gilberto PAUWELS, who 
served as my host in Oruro, has been working in 
this area for many years. In 1995 he organized a 
team of people to work on the themes of mining, 
environment and education and established 
CEPA (Centro de Ecologia y Pueblos Andinos - 
Center of Ecology and Andean Peoples). The team 
at the center monitors the effects of mining on 
communities, publishes a bi-weekly bulletin, 
and is deeply involved in education, especially 
at the High School and University levels. An 
important part of their outreach is helping 
teachers to incorporate an awareness of sound 
environmental practices into their teaching. 
CEPA’s environmental monitoring collects the 
data needed to insure that the mine complies 
with Bolivian environmental laws and is a good 
corporate citizen. This information is also used 
to educate people, especially the target student 
population, about the dangers posed by mining 
to animals, plants, and human health, from 
mining-related air and water contaminants.

Recently, CEPA purchased a piece of property 
close to town (some 65 hectares) and is 
creating a new center for formation, ecology, 
intercultural and interreligious action. “Tambo 
CEPA Chuzekery”, as it is called, is adjacent 
to a mine owned by the Inti Raymi Mining 
Company which is a subsidiary of US-based 
Newmont Mining Corp. The CEPA center and 
land is designed to be a protected area and a 
demonstration to the surrounding community 

that there are other options available to them if 
they choose not to open new mines or when the 
current mines are closed.

The CEPA site currently contains some rustic 
buildings for educational activities, three 
greenhouses for vegetable and cactus production 
and a reforestation project. Students can come to 
participate in day-long or weekend workshops 
and experience ecologically sound practices “in 
situ”. The region is arid, but has underground 
sources of water. Using traditional and modern 
technology - windmills and solar energy - water 
is pumped to the surface and used to irrigate 
recently planted trees. Fruits and vegetables 
provide meals for participants. The expectation 
is that these experiences will encourage young 
people to work together for change, generating 
hope for the future. (Daniel LEBLANC, in JPIC 
Report, April 2008)

BOLIVIA
Workshop on Indigenous Peoples: A Mission 
Statement 

PREAMBLE

We, the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, together 
with Pastoral Agents who serve with Indigenous 
Peoples from different regions, assembled 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit with some 
members of the Central Government of our 
Congregation at Cochabamba, Bolivia, from the 
18th to the 22nd of February, 2008, present the 
following statement: 
 
MISSIONARY OBLATES 

We Oblates have successes and failures • 

in our service to Indigenous Peoples. 
Our specifi c role within the Church, as a 
Missionary congregation, is to serve the 
poor and the excluded of the world.
We are grateful to have amongst us Oblates • 

of Indigenous origin as they bring specifi c 
missionary and pastoral contributions based 
on their particular identity. 
We encourage and support our brothers • 
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and sisters who are in Indigenous Peoples 
ministry and recommit ourselves to 
continue our ministry among them.
We feel called to help and participate in • 

the process of healing and reconciliation 
wherever it is needed.
In our Evangelization, we always have • 

to be open, heart and soul, to the cultural 
values and spiritual integrity of Indigenous 
Peoples.
We actively encourage vocations among • 

Indigenous Peoples and we will be 
culturally sensitive as we accompany them 
in their formation. 
We continue to use mass media in our • 

ministry with Indigenous Peoples to 
promote and inspire them to express their 
culture and defend their rights.
We will intensify and recommit to • 

networking Oblates and others in ministry 
with Indigenous Peoples, while maintaining 
our missionary and religious identity. 
We support and promote active involvement • 

in decision making places such as the 
United Nations and other institutions.

 
INTEGRITY OF CREATION 

As Oblates we collaborate with Indigenous • 

Peoples, working towards the stewardship 
of the environment within the traditions 
and lived teachings of the people and the 
gospel.
We commit ourselves to work for social, • 

economic and environmental justice.
We affi rm the spiritual connection of the • 

Indigenous Peoples to their ancestral lands 
and domains. 
We will defend the rights of Indigenous • 

Peoples to express their opinion and to 
participate in decision-making in regards to 
the use and protection of lands and natural 
resources (minerals, water, forests, fi sh and 
wildlife).
We support the implementation of the • 

United Nations Declaration of the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples.

 
INCULTURATION 

We will be close to and in solidarity with • 

Indigenous Peoples in the struggle for 

their rights and interests.
We affi rm Indigenous Peoples’ rights to • 

live according to their culture, traditional 
knowledge and spiritual and religious 
practices.
We Oblates act as facilitators to create • 

opportunities for dialogue to occur between 
Indigenous Peoples and the decision 
makers of the Catholic and other churches, 
and inter-religious dialogue with traditional 
religious practices and convictions.
We will help to establish local research • 

initiatives by indigenous communities in 
line with culture, ethnicity, history and 
evangelization.
We facilitate the process of enculturation • 

and create ministries which respond to the 
needs of the communities. 
We facilitate the development of an • 

Indigenous Church with indigenous 
theology, ministry, signs and symbols of 
their liturgy.

 
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

We are preoccupied by the fact that • 

migration, for Indigenous Peoples, often 
results in the loss of identity and communal 
bonds.
We support Indigenous Peoples in their • 

efforts to recover and revitalize ethno-
esteem (recovery of identity and sacred 
places, along with cultural, language and 
spiritual revival).
We facilitate intercultural dialogue and • 

promote equitable coexistence socially, 
economically, politically and spiritually on 
an equal footing.
We encourage Indigenous Peoples to have • 

a voice in the many levels of government 
We affi rm the right of Indigenous Peoples • 

to access all levels of education.
 

We wish to acknowledge the significant 
achievements of the Indigenous Peoples of 
Bolivia.

BRAZIL
The missionary enthusiasm of youth

Roberto VALICOURT is now working in 



June  2008 477/7

formation. After 38 years in the Amazon, he has 
made “the great leap:” he is now in a suburb of 
São Paulo, 3,000 km from there! Here, he tells us a 
bit about the youth for whom he is responsible.

Community life is real challenge for 
these youngsters who live in an era where 
individualism and hedonism prevail. Religious 
life is a counter-cultural life.

While other young men spend their weekends 
going out with their girlfriends, spending the 
evening dancing or playing sports, our future 
religious dedicate themselves to service of the 
poor and of the mission. It’s really true!

I must admit that I was pleasantly surprised at 
the missionary enthusiasm of these boys. Even 
if you have to push them to clean the house or 
do the dishes, you don’t have to do much at all 
to get them to go out for pastoral work.

We are trying a missionary endeavor focused 
essentially on home visits. Our parish has about 
65,000 inhabitants. We have eleven Catholic 
communities, unfortunately a bit too much 
closed in on themselves. They are a far cry from 
the “base communities” of Belém which were 
much more open to the world. We are trying to 
help them acquire a missionary spirit.

We face some serious problems:
Alcoholism. Many families are broken • 
because of this problem which is more and 
more frequent. What to do?
Drugs. The dealers are in charge. They • 
have a well-organized sales network, using 
even children, 10 to 12 years of age, and the 
client who does not pay is condemned to 
death. There is no pardon. The youngsters 
steal in order to be able to pay, even their 
own family possessions: a television, a 
bicycle, even the pressure cooker! What to 
do?
Mental depression. It’s amazing how many • 
men and women suffer from this illness. 
And among the youth, it often leads to 
suicide. We spend so many hours just 
listening and trying to lift spirits.
Not to mention all the rest: serious problems • 

in education, lack of shelter, joblessness, 
lack of health care…

And we no longer have our “base communities” 
to count on for these problems. Many of our 
good Catholics take refuge in prayer and forget 
about their suffering and absent brethren.

That’s what we are trying to change with the 
help of our young future Oblates, who are very 
aware of this need: to unite prayer and work. 
We need to rework the old monastic spirituality 
within a modern, missionary context. Of course, 
we remain united in prayer. (Audacieux pour 
l’Évangile, April 2008)

PARAGUAY
A Children’s Bible in the Nivaclé language

It was our dream for years: to have an edition 
of the famous “Children’s Bible,” which already 
existed in 130 languages, but to have it as well for 
children of the indigenous Nivaclé, with whom 
the Oblates have been working since 1925.

The German Catholic organization “Kirche 
in Not” (Church in Need) took on the project, 
under the direction of Fr. Miguel FRITZ, who 
had been working with this people since 1988.

He found a Nivaclé teacher able to do the work.  
In 2006, he fi nished the translation of the 99 
chapters planned for this edition. Then it was up to 
Miguel to proof-read the whole thing and correct 
it, a job that became diffi cult when he was elected 
provincial and had to leave the Chaco.

On one of his trips, he was able to go over his 
corrections with the translator. It has now been 
printed; 10,000 copies arrived at the end of 
April 2008 at the port of Asunción (except for 
6 missing packages,  “business as usual” at the 
customs offi ce…). According to our agreement, 
half of them will go to the Mennonites who also 
work with this people.

There will be a fi rst public presentation in the 
capital (unfortunately without the presence 
of Fr. Miguel). Another is planned in June in 
the Chaco, among Nivaclé catechists. There is 
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already a translation of the entire Bible in Nivaclé, 
done by the Mennonites (it’s somewhat different in 
the writing and even more so in theology).

For now, this is the fi rst Catholic translation, 
specifi cally for children’s catechesis, with 
characteristic illustrations. (Miguel Fritz OMI)

Canada-United States

UNITED STATES
Oblates Say No to the US/Mexico Border 
Wall

Texas Oblates living along the United States-
Mexican border have become leaders in the fi ght 
to block construction of a border fence or wall.

Late in 2006, the Congress and President Bush 
approved the Secure Fence Act, which called 
for the construction of a fence at least two layers 
thick along 670 miles of the southern border.

The law’s passage capped a year of furious 
debate over the nation’s immigration policy. 
Everyone agreed that the current policy was 
broken. But infl ammatory media reports and 
polarized public opinion made compromise on 
substantive reforms impossible.

In the midst of the turmoil, Washington 
politicians could agree on only one proposal: 
build a wall. Many Democrats, including 
presidential hopefuls Barack Obama and Hillary 
Clinton, voted with almost all the Republicans 
to pass the act. At last leaders could tell their 
constituents that they had done something to 
solve the immigration problem.

Everyone seemed satisfi ed, except for those 
who live along the border. Texas became a 
center of opposition. Unlike in other states, 
Texas border property is mostly in private 
hands. Some people still hold land granted 
to their ancestors centuries ago by Spanish 
royalty. Property owners’ pride runs deep, and 
so does resentment against those meddling with 
their rights. Other residents view the wall as 
a threat to the region’s increasing prosperity. 
Long one of the poorest areas of the country, 
the Texas border has seen its unemployment 
rate drop sharply in recent years. Many people 
credit NAFTA and the international commerce 

it spawned. Locals fear that Mexico would see 
the wall as a snub and begin looking elsewhere 
for trading partners. Other border Texans worry 
about the humanitarian and environmental 
effects of the wall. The wall would threaten 
the lives both of human immigrants and of rare 
birds and mammals.

The controversy has made some strange 
bedfellows. Business leaders have joined forces 
with environmentalists, religious leaders, and 
community organizers. Cars all along the border 
sport bumper stickers saying “No Border Wall.”

Texas Oblates have been at the forefront of the 
controversy. Fr. Roy SNIPES, pastor of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Mission, was 
disturbed to learn that the La Lomita chapel, 
a religious landmark, would be left on the south 
or “Mexican” side of the wall. Snipes has spoken 
against the wall at several large gatherings. He has 
also taken reporters to the chapel and the riverfront 
area to understand better the wall’s effects.

“It would be a terrible symbol,” Snipes said, “a 
symbol of hostility and paranoia. That chapel 
and this Catholic community have been here all 
these years, from the Civil War to the Iraqi War, 
and we’ve never been so fearful that we had to 
hide behind a wall.”

The priest has also given hospitality to protesters 
like Jay Castro. Late last year, Castro walked 
all the way from Del Rio to Brownsville, many 
hundreds of miles, to highlight the wall’s folly. 
While he was in Mission, Fr. Snipes allowed 
Castro to stay on church property.

Fr. John LASSEIGNE and Fr. Jerry MCGOVERN 
accompanied about 15 of their parishioners from 
St. John the Baptist Parish in San Juan to an anti-
border wall rally in December 2007. The rally 
was held at a local convention center. While the 
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rally took place on one side of the center, the 
Department of Homeland Security was on the 
other side, taking comments from the public 
about the environmental impact of the wall. 
Both priests also gave testimony at the hearing. 
Many Catholic parishes, including Oblate 
parishes, have participated in petition drives. 
Valley Interfaith, a community organization, has 
collected thousands of signatures on its petition 
insisting that tax dollars be spent on families, 
not walls.

Such protests and lawsuits brought by landowners 
and environmentalists have served to delay the 
wall’s construction. Intended for completion in 
2008, the wall is behind schedule. As of March 
2008, less than 20 miles of the 670 had been 
installed according to the law’s specifi cations. 
The completed section of the fence is in Arizona. 
Many predict that the wall will be delayed even 
further and will become, like the budget defi cit 
and the Iraqi War, a problem inherited by the 
next president. For people like the Missionary 
Oblates of South Texas, that would be a welcome 
outcome indeed. (JPIC Report, April 2008)

UNITED STATES
Oblates attend annual Forum of UNPFII

The opening of this year’s United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) 
took place in New York City on April 21. More 
than 3,000 indigenous delegates, government and 
UN representatives, observers from NGOs and 
international human rights organizations, churches 
and community leaders attended the opening 
session. Among them were several Oblates: Joseph 
GOMES (Bangladesh), Daniel LEBLANC (Peru), 
Nicanor SARMIENTO (Lacombe), Rohan SILVA 
(Colombo), Walter BUTOR (United States), and 
Seamus FINN (United States). 

The Oblate contingent gathered with some lay 
collaborators after the session to hear Walter 
and Daniel speak about the Oblate sponsored 
workshop on ministering with Indigenous 
People, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in 
February 2008.

Sanjeeb Drong, a close collaborator of the 

Oblates in Bangladesh, wrote an article for the 
Dhaka Daily Star, entitled “UN meeting starts 
with call to protect rights of indigenous people.” 
Here are excerpts from that article:

Indigenous peoples are one of the main 
protectors of the environment and Mother 
Earth, United Nations Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon said in his message on the 7th Session 
of UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
held in New York on Monday.

He said respecting the rights and culture of the 
indigenous peoples, human being can respect 
the Mother Earth. …

The theme of the session is “Climate change, bio-
cultural diversity and livelihoods: the stewardship 
role of indigenous peoples and new challenges”.

Chief guest of the session, Evo Morales, 
President of Bolivia , said that the indigenous 
way of life can protect mother earth. Indigenous 
peoples have been struggling for achieving 
equal rights and justice for long, he added. …

Indigenous representatives stated that the climate 
change exacerbates the diffi culties already 
faced by indigenous communities, including 
political and economic marginalization, loss 
of land and resources, human rights violations, 
discrimination and unemployment. Indigenous 
peoples who choose or are forced to migrate 
away from their traditional lands often face 
double discrimination as both migrants and 
indigenous peoples. Deforestation, particularly 
in developing countries, is pushing indigenous 
families to migrate to cities for economic 
reasons. Often they end up in urban slums.

The session continued for two weeks, covering 
such issues as human rights, education, 
health, environment, economic and social 
development and culture.

The indigenous representatives said linguistic 
diversity is being threatened around the world 
and saving indigenous languages is a matter 
of great urgency and is crucial to ensuring the 
protection of the cultural identity and dignity of 
indigenous peoples.
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OMI LACOMBE
Power and authority of the People of God

Brother Jerry PRAZMA tells of how he learned 
about the way God works through his People.

“And He called the twelve together, and gave 
them power and authority over all the demons…” 
(Luke 9:1)

Several years ago, while I was stationed at St. 
Helen’s Parish, South Indian Lake (Manitoba), 
Pietro BIGNAMI, the pastor responsible for 
the parish, asked me to take care of any house 
blessings requested by parishioners.

One day a parishioner, who looked very distressed, 
asked me to bless his home. He and his family were 
frightened because some of the family members 
were experiencing some peculiar and frightening 
events taking place in their home. They feared their 
home was haunted.

I was caught off guard. This was not to be just 
a pleasant blessing of a home and I was not 
sure as to how I was to “un-haunt” a haunted 
house! Not ready for this, I stalled for time. “In 
all honesty,” I stammered, “I’m not ready to do 
the house blessing right now. Maybe we should 
pray about this for a few days and then fi nd a 
day when we’re all free and then get together.” 
I suggested they might want to invite friends for 
the occasion as well. They were in agreement so 
I went home to pray and to do some research on 
how I might deal with any evil spirit that might 
be lurking in the home.

Exorcisms were not something I knew much 
about – let alone being offi cially appointed to 
do one. My understanding was that exorcisms 
were not pleasant events and that one was never 
assured of success. Being named the offi cial 
exorcist for a diocese was most certainly not 
something I had ever coveted and I didn’t 
want to venture there! So, thumbing through 
my trusty bible, I reread some of the passages 
wherein demons encountered Jesus. I realized 
that when Jesus came into contact with someone 
possessed, the evil spirits, with a great aversion 
to his presence, would cry out with words such 

as: “Have you came to destroy us? I know who 
you are – the holy one of God.” (Luke 4:34) 

In one case the evil spirits begged Jesus not to 
send them back to the abyss. Jesus fulfi lled their 
wishes and sent them into a herd of swine, which 
then stampeded over the edge of a cliff and 
drowned in the lake. Lacking herds of swine in 
South Indian Lake (and it wasn’t the right time 
of the year for the Caribou), we most certainly 
could not go that route. In prayer and refl ection, 
it occurred to me that when Jesus encountered 
evil, his presence was so overwhelming that he 
took up all the space. Evil can only exist when 
there is a void. If we leave a void in our minds 
and hearts then evil can enter and exist there; 
conversely, when Jesus is invited to enter, evil is 
forced out. Scripture also tells us that where two 
or three are gathered together in Jesus’ name, he 
is in their midst.

Reading these passages brought to mind how, as 
a child, my late grandmother would counsel me 
to turn to Jesus in prayer when confronted by evil. 
I grew up in a prairie community at a time where 
there was no priest available for long periods of 
time, so my grandmother was very infl uential as 
she practiced her baptismal priesthood. She was 
indeed an encouraging, prayerful and love-fi lled 
spiritual leader. Yes! Now I was armed to take on 
any evil that might be lurking in some darkened 
corner of the home.

I gathered the items necessary for the blessing 
of the house – my bible, a processional cross, 
a cross to be left in the home, a candle for 
everyone, a generous abundance of water, 
blessed by the community itself, and a prayer 
of hope and confi dence within my heart. 
Around a lit candle, placed on a table with the 
blessed water, cross, and individual candles, a 
surprisingly large crowd of family, friends and 
relatives gathered. We prayed together. I related 
the various encounters Jesus had with evil spirits 
and how the presence of his overwhelming love 
was too much for evil to endure. Afterwards, 
led by the cross and with each person bearing a 
lighted candle, we processed through the house, 
sharing in the action of blessing the rooms – 
then it was outside to bless the surrounding area. 
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Back in the house, we sprinkled holy water and 
offered one another a blessing. 

Lastly, we gathered around to share a cup of 
tea, sandwiches and some sweets. A quiet, 
restful, stillness came over the group. The 
silence was broken when someone commented, 
“God! It’s peaceful in here.” Yes, we could feel 

the presence of Christ; it imbued the house 
and the community gathered there. My fears 
of encountering evil never happened for the 
overwhelming presence of God, expressed 
through the power and authority given through 
the priesthood of his people, had left room for 
naught but his peace and love. (Submitted by 
Jerry Prazma in www.omilacombe.ca)

Africa-Madagascar

ZAMBIA
Working to stop AIDS

The Zambia Oblate Delegation Administration 
offi ce took the lead to “Stop AIDS and keep the 
promise” by taking part in World AIDS Day 
(WAD) activities. Members of the staff attended 
the candlelight prayers held at the Cathedral of 
the Child Jesus in Lusaka and also attended a 
walk hosted by the Ministry of Health, Lusaka 
District.

Also, a banner was displayed at the reception area 
of the administration offi ce with the message: 
“Missionary Oblates Zambia Delegation. We 
will lead by example in order to stop HIV/AIDS 
and to keep the promise. Know your status, go 
for VCT (Voluntary Counseling and Testing) 
today!” The banner is still displayed at the 
reception as its message continues to be very 
relevant. There was also a talk given by an HIV/
AIDS activist.

Plans are underway to continue sensitizing 
workers about the pandemic as well as to 
possibly begin an HIV/AIDS work place policy 
that protects those employees who might be HIV 
positive and those who might contract the virus 
in the course of their work through accidents.

Meanwhile, during the week preceding World 
Aids Day 2007, Mary Immaculate Parish 
also had a number of activities that aimed at 
sensitizing parishioners on the pandemic. Fr. 
Vincent SAKALA, the Associate Pastor, worked 
very closely with the parishioners, especially 
the youth, to organize the activities. Banners 
with messages on HIV/AIDS and red ribbons 

were displayed throughout the parish premises. 

On the eve of World AIDS Day, the parish had 
candlelight prayers where Doctor Njelesani, the 
former World Health Organization representative 
to Geneva encouraged the Church to be involved 
in fi ghting the disease. In his speech to the 
parishioners, Dr. Njelesani reminded them of 
the high numbers of people that are still being 
infected with HIV. He noted that those living 
with HIV/AIDS need care and support. He said 
that, in spite of the availability of antiretroviral 
treatment, there is still a high number of people 
dying from AIDS-related conditions. He 
therefore urged the Church to take up the AIDS 
challenge and provide leadership in order to 
mitigate its impact among the people.

Also present during the candlelight prayers 
was a woman living with HIV virus who is 
also an HIV/AIDS activist. She shared her 
experiences from the time she learned that she 
was HIV positive. She encouraged parishioners 
to know their condition and to take appropriate 
measures: “If you fi nd that you are negative, 
strive to stay negative. If found positive, you 
can still live positively by eating healthy and 
taking antiretroviral medication.”

She encouraged the parishioners, especially the 
youth to abstain. To this effect, on World Aids 
Day, Mary Immaculate Parish had the youth 
join at the parish center for various activities 
that included talks, dramas and singing.

Mary Immaculate Parish understands the need 
for its parishioners to know their HIV status that 
knowledge is the fi rst step in HIV prevention, 
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care and support. Therefore, onsite Voluntary 
Counseling and Testing Services were made 
available in conjunction with Latkings, a mobile 
Counseling and Testing Organization. Thirty-six 
parishioners tested and received their results.

Latkings Director, Mr. Ben Miti said: “We are 

happy with the response from the parishioners, 
especially the youth. It is a unique experience 
for us, as most of our activities are community 
based, not church-based. I urge other churches 
to emulate this parish.” (OMI Zambia, March-
April 2008)

Asia-Oceania

INDIA
A new Temple: a dream comes true!

A dream of the Oblates in India and of the 
Christians who frequent the Aanmodaya 
Ashram has been realized with the blessing 
by the Oblate Superior General, Fr. Wilhelm 
STECKLING, of the Ashram’s Saccidananda 
Temple on December 30, 2007, in the presence 
of the Delegation Superior, Fr. Francis 
NALLAPPAN, as well as many priests, Sisters, 
well-wishers and friends. The Aanmodaya 
Ashram is also known as the Center for Indian 
Spirituality-Interreligious Dialogue and is 
located in Kancheepuram. Its Director is Oblate 
Swami Joseph SAMARAKONE.

When the original plans for the Ashram were 
laid out in 1990/91, the idea was that the Temple 
would stand at the very center. But the high cost of 
construction of the Temple was a major obstacle 
to overcome. Furthermore, it was deemed more 
prudent to see how the people would respond to 
the nascent Ashram. When Aanmodaya Ashram 
opened on February 17, 1992, there was a well-
constructed and beautiful “Dhyana Mandapam” 
(Meditation Hall). There, those who came to the 
Ashram could gather for worship. The Eucharist 
was celebrated there each day.

But because this structure was an “open 
space” where every person could enter to 
have “communion with the divine,” and 
would be open twenty-four hours a day, the 
Church’s liturgical laws did not permit the 
reservation of the Blessed Sacrament. This 
was a disappointment to many Christians 
visiting the Ashram, for they wanted to spend 
time in prayer before the “Holy Sacrament.”

In 1994, the late Archbishop Arul Das James 
of Madras-Mylapore (now Chennai-Mailai) 
visited the Ashram and was disappointed that 
he could not pray the Divine Offi ce before the 
Blessed Sacrament. He encouraged the Director 
of the Ashram to build the Temple soon.

Major Seminaries of Tamil Nadu and other 
states began to send their theology students to 
the Ashram for a prayerful experience. Religious 
Congregations of both men and women did the 
same as preparation for fi rst and fi nal vows. 
The Ashram slowly emerged as the Center for 
the Study of Indian Spirituality, Interreligious 
Dialogue and Inculturation. Now the urgency 
for a Temple to house the Blessed Sacrament 
was deeply felt.

Fr. Lucien SCHMITT, who, as Provincial of the 
Sri Lanka Province, had played a major role in 
building up the Oblate Delegation of India, was 
also deeply interested in the development of the 
Ashram. He never failed to visit there whenever 
he came to India. His interest continued after his 
return to Germany. Encouraged by Fr. Schmitt, 
in 2005, Fr. Josef MATHUNI from the Austrian 
MAMI and Fr. Aloys TERLIESNER from the 
former Province of Germany visited the Ashram. 
They agreed to begin raising the funds needed 
to build the Ashram’s long-desired Temple.

The “Poomi Puja” or “ground-breaking” 
ceremony for the new temple took place on 
April 29, 2006, feast of St. Catherine of Sienna, 
the great Italian mystic. Its architect was an 
Oblate from the Jaffna Province, Fr.. Hilarian 
VETHANAYAGAM, who drafted the beautiful 
plan for the Temple. The plan is based on 
Dravidian Temple architecture, characterized by 
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its ornamental pillars. The Temple faces the East, 
so that the fi rst rays of the sun fall on the entrance. 
The ornamental pillars inside the Temple are 
adorned with symbols of all the world religions 
so that any person coming in will be struck by the 
basic ethos of the Ashram: to be religious today 
is to be Interreligious. (Adapted from BORN, 
February-March, 2008)

CHINA
Gospel to the Poor

Fr Slawek KALISZ, a Polish born Oblate 
working in the China Delegation, shares the 
story of some volunteers who are living out 
God’s call to serve the poor in Hong Kong.

St. Eugene de Mazenod chose as his personal 
motto the words that Christ used: “He has sent 
me to bring the Gospel to the poor”.

These words inspired a group of young people 
from Notre Dame Parish four years ago, to 
begin serving the poor and homeless from 
Kowloon City and To Kwa Wan, in Hong 
Kong . Since then, our group has helped many 
homeless and poor in our area. Many young 
people from different parishes have joined us 
to serve the poor.

Through our simple service: bringing food, 
fruits, clothes… and spending time with the 
homeless and poor, we really bring the Gospel 
to them. We realise that the Gospel is not just 
words – it is a reality lived out in the lives of 
those who are formed by and follow the Good 
News of Christ. The Gospel becomes real and 
active through the hands and hearts of Christ’s 
followers – in His living, breathing, loving, 
caring, giving, embracing, and sacrifi cing 
people. By bringing the Gospel we bring 
Christ, and with Him we bring ourselves. 
Now we can say that these homeless and 
poor are like “family members” to us and 
they recognise us as their friends and family. 
We will continue this beautiful service every 
Friday from 9pm to 11pm. God bless you all. 
(http://www.oblates.com.au)

PHILIPPINES
Roots of insurgency in Mindanao is injustice 

Oblate Fr. Robert LAYSON stressed that the 
roots of the decade old problem of insurgency in 
Mindanao is injustice. Fr. Layson, also a peace 
advocate, said that while injustices continue 
to exist then there is also no end to rebellion. 
Layson added that the still existing prejudice 
of some Catholics towards the Moro and vice 
versa is contributing a lot to the problem. He 
said prejudices and biases have to be overcome. 
He even called on the Muslim and Christian 
religious leaders in Mindanao to take an active 
part in the efforts of bridging the century old gaps 
and spaces between the two parties. “Both the 
Koran and Bible teach respect, understanding, 
reconciliation and love,” he said. 

Layson gave a lecture on peace and history 
of Mindanao during the Fundamentals of 
Peacebuilding Seminar for Interfaith Leaders 
in the city. The seminar was co-organized by 
the Bishops Ulama Conference (BUC) and the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and 
Philippine National Police (PNP) Chaplaincy. He 
also said that in rebellion, “the real enemy is not 
the rebel or soldier but the war itself.” “If war can 
be avoided, it must be avoided at all costs in order 
to save human lives,” said Layson. “The lives of 
civilians and combatants are equally precious 
and sacred and as a religious leader, I will always 
support the ceasefi re and the peace process,” he 
added. Layson has even called on the government 
and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) to 
take the peace talk matters seriously. He said both 
parties should go back to the negotiating table in 
order to reawaken the desire of putting an end to 
rebellion in Mindanao. (Mark S Ventura - www.
cbcpnews.com in Asia Catholic News Update, 
asiacatholic@gmail.com, 25/04/2008)
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Anniversaries for July 2008

75 Years of Religious Life
1933.07.21 05625  Fr. Paul Bazinet  Notre-Dame-du-Cap

65 Years of Priesthood
1943.07.26 06845  Fr. Henri Janssen  United States

60 Years of Religious Life
1948.07.16 09029  Bro. Jean-Paul Beaudet Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1948.07.16 08515  Fr. Martin Roberge  Notre-Dame-du-Cap

60 Years of Priesthood
1948.07.04 07787  Fr. Henri Chaigneau  France
1948.07.04 07630  Fr. Louis Henry  France
1948.07.04 07756  Fr. Hermann Lübbering Central European Prov.
1948.07.04 07699  Fr. René Vermeire  Belgium/Netherlands
1948.07.11 07605  Fr. Karl Struve  Natal

50 Years of Religious Life
1958.07.25 10457  Fr. Francisco Pintado Garcia Spain

50 Years of Priesthood
1958.07.06 09380  Fr. Jean-Noël Fouquet France
1958.07.06 09807  Fr. Vincent Igoa  France
1958.07.06 09616  Fr. Julien Mansion  France
1958.07.06 09617  Fr. Michel Oger  France
1958.07.06 09542  Fr. Sjaak Terken  Belgium/Netherlands
1958.07.13 09291  Fr. Marcel Chénier  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.07.13 09223  Fr. Wilhelm Henkel  Central European Prov.
1958.07.13 09350  Fr. George Kirwin  United States
1958.07.13 09254  Fr. Hubert Lagacé  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.07.13 09217  Fr. Vincent de Paul Siebert Australia
1958.07.13 09322  Fr. Claude Tardif  Lacombe
1958.07.27 09438  Fr. Heribert Stumpf  Central European Prov.
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“They are before God, bearing the sign, the kind of character proper to our Institute, the vows com-
mon to all its members, the fi rm habit of the same virtues.  We are linked to them by the bonds of a 
special charity.  They are still our brothers and we are theirs.  They now live in our mother-house, our 
main residence.  The prayers and the love they retain for us will one day draw us to them and we shall 
live in our place of rest together with them.” (Letter of Founder to Fr. Courtès, 22 July 1828)

No. 25-28

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Fr. Josef Krasenbrink Central European 20/02/1933 Mainz 12/04/2008

Fr. André Rinchon Belgium/Netherlands 02/12/1921 Zaventem 16/04/2008

Fr. Alessandro Costa Assumption 21/04/1925 Toronto 20/04/2008

Fr. Jean-Marie Lizé N.D. du Cap 03/05/1915f Richelieu 21/04/2008


