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A saint for everyone
Eugene de Mazenod is a saint that does not 
belong only to the Oblates.  Here are a couple 
of examples:

1. On the occasion of the bicentennial of the 
Academy of Aix-en-Provence, since April, 
the Cours Mirabeau has been decorated with 
kakémonos (Japanese style scrolls) with pictures of 
academy members. There, we fi nd famous names 
such as Frédéric Mistral, Marcel Pagnol, and, to the 
surprise of some, Eugene de MAZENOD.

The scroll tells of his life in a few lines: “Bishop 
of Marseille – Founder of the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate – From the family of a magistrate 
who emigrated during the Revolution, he was 
ordained upon his return and dedicated himself 
‘to the ministry of the little ones and of the poor.’ 
He founded the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in 
Aix and was named Bishop of Marseille in 1837.  
The Church canonized him in 1995.”

The Academy has also published a book: “Two 
Centuries in Aix-en Provence – 1808-2008.” At 
the suggestion of the Marquis de Méjanes and 
others, a literary society was begun in 1777. 
No sooner had it begun when it disappeared, 
done in by the French Revolution. The idea was 
resurrected in 1808,and on February 11, the 
Society of Science and Letters, Agriculture, and 
Art was created.

In 1812, Eugene de Mazenod is mentioned as 
a “newcomer” because of his support in the 
struggle of Mother Pinczon du Sel (Foundress 
of the Sisters of St. Thomas of Villanova).

The year 1826 is dedicated to the creation of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate: “This 

little shoot, planted at the heart of the ancient 
capital of Provence, […] the pastoral instincts 
of Eugene de Mazenod […] still today greatly 
inspire a community of about four thousand 
members, spread out in more than sixty countries: 
Asia and Africa today have taken the baton from 
Europe and North America. […] Therefore, 
thanks to the Oblates, Aix was fully a part of 
the French Catholic renewal of the 19th century 
and today is still an actor in the contemporary 
worldwide missionary endeavor.”

This book draws us, year by year, through 
the passionate adventure of a city resisting 
the industrial revolution and protective of its 
identity as a university and judicial city; at the 
start of the 21st century, she could be considered 
a cultural center of worldwide renown.

2. At Fuveau, the native city of Father Suzanne 
(1799-1829).

Eugene de Mazenod is a crowd pleaser. Already 
in 2006, as part of a parish mission, the Saint 
Michael Circle had presented a play about 
Eugene de Mazenod. At the request of Father 
Aliger, Vicar general of Aix-en-Provence, the 
play was presented again on Saturday, May 2.

The whole city of Fuveau took part; no less 
than 52 actors enlivened the grounds of the 
Saint Michael Chapel by retracing the life of 
Saint Eugene in a “sound and light” show. Mr. 
Christophe Vera, through his historical research, 
really captured the charism of our Founder so 
as to translate it into a theatrical presentation 
that should be brought to the stage at the new 
theater of Provence at Aix-en-Provence. (Benoît 
DOSQUET, omi)
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General Administration

GENERAL HOUSE
Update on General House Future

(This following is from the Communiqué of 
the May 2008 Plenary Session of the Central 
Government.)

The Superior General, with consent of council, 
closed the stage of testing the market for the 
value of the General House. It was concluded 
that the offers received warrant going to a 
further stage. Through a formal process, 
refi ned proposals will be invited. These must 
meet the conditions and criteria of the Oblates. 
Essentially these criteria require, according 
to Witnessing to Hope (page 62), “effective 
service to the Congregation” – providing needed 
facilities in Rome to support the services of the 
general administration, hospitality to visiting 
Oblates, residence for both graduate students 
and the international scholasticate; and 
“providing an endowment to fund the general 
administration” – to support the formation, 
mission, life and ministry of the Oblates. Any 
proposals received will be considered at the 
September plenary session. If retention of our 
present property rather than sale were to be the 
preferred option, then a more profi table use of 
space and services of the present facilities will 
be pursued. 

GENERAL SERVICES
New director for JPIC

The Superior General in Council has appointed Fr. 
Camille PICHÉ (OMI Lacombe) Director of the 
General Service of JPIC (Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation) for a period of three years.  

Assistant General, Fr. Oswald FIRTH, who 
is responsible for the JPIC portfolio for the 
Central Government, stated: “From my personal 
encounters with Camille Piché, I have found him 
to be an Oblate who is committed and faithful 
to his missionary and religious calling, and a 
person who has a deep love and concern for the 
poor and the marginalized. 

There is fi re and passion in him for people 
who are wounded due to oppressive social 
and economic systems, and I fi nd him to be a 
person who will walk that extra mile to seek 
such people, listen to their stories patiently and 
express solidarity with them.”

An Oblate since 1959 and a priest since 1963, 
Camille received his fi rst obedience to the 
former Province of Mackenzie where he worked 
for many years with Dene-speaking indigenous 
peoples.  He was involved in community 
organization and in school administration.

In 1995, he was installed as the Provincial of 
Grandin Province, a function I exercised until 
December 2003 when his role became that of 
Administrator while Grandin Province was 
gradually phased out. Camille tells of one of 
his principal preoccupations during that period: 
“The Indian Residential School issue struck 
like a hurricane with the devastating media 
coverage of sexual abuse at Mount Cashel, 
Newfoundland, and the uncovering of sexual 
abuse in many American parishes. It became 
a dominating issue for the Oblates of Canada, 
the wider Roman Catholic Church, and came to 
include the United and Anglican Churches. It 
quickly became the number one Social Justice 
issue as we reeled under the shock of sexual 
and physical abuse in the schools, dealt with 
accusations, answered the calls for justice and 
redress, worked incessantly for an accord with 
the aboriginal people, the government, and 
among involved Church institutions. This story 
is still unfolding.”

The primary task of the Director of the General 
Service of JPIC is to encourage and support 
members of the Congregation to live and realize 
in practice the exigencies of CC9 and RR9a.

The main focus of the Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation ministry is ‘advocacy’ 
and ‘animation’. These are considered to be of 
equal importance and will serve as principal 
channels though which this ministry is to be 
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realized in collaboration with Oblates and with 
other organizations which recognize and respect 
the charism of the Congregation and its inherent 
values. The principal role and function of the 
Director of the JPIC Service is therefore to 

initiate, coordinate and support programs and 
projects that will make this ministry a living 
experience within the congregation. (www.
omilacombe.ca)

Africa-Madagascar

SOUTH AFRICA
Oblate bishops refl ect on the Founder

Seven Oblate Bishops of Southern Africa spent 
two days together in anticipation of the feast 
of St. Eugene de Mazenod at Mazenod Centre, 
Germiston, refl ecting on their ministry as bishops 
in the light of the Founder's charism. Fr. Francis 
SANTUCCI facilitated the gathering. 

They summed up their experience in these words: 
"That Eugene de Mazenod accomplished so much 
as Bishop of Marseilles shows that the inspiration 
to evangelize motivated his life right to the end 
and he left no stone unturned in making the 
crucifi ed savior loved." 

In refl ecting on their on-going relationship with 
the Congregation, they noted that it has been their 
common experience that when an Oblate is 
appointed a bishop, the Oblate confreres seem to 
experience a certain diffi culty in relating to him. This 
new situation has sometimes resulted in their feeling 
isolated which has brought about a certain inner 
turmoil because they did not know how to relate with 
those whom they still regarded as confreres. 

In their evaluation of their coming together they 
felt that the experience had proved to be a renewal 
for them and they decided to meet again in two 
years time. They will add a day of retreat to their 
time together in future. The senior member of 
the gathering added: "I have been a Oblate for 
62 years. This gathering has proved informative 
for me and it has affi rmed me."

The bishops who attended the gathering 
were Archbishop Dumbukuti NASHENDA 
(Windhoek); Archbishop Buti TLHAGALE 
(Johannesburg); Bishop Barry WOOD (Durban); 
Bishop Philipp PÖLLITZER (Keetmanshoop); 

Bishop Edward RISI (Keimoes-Upington); 
Archbishop Jabulani NXUMALO (Bloemfontein); 
and Bishop Erwin HECHT (Kimberley).

SOUTH AFRICA
Archbishop Tlhagale condemns “new 
apartheid”

Media Statement  by  Archbishop But i 
TLHAGALE,O.M.I., Catholic Archbishop of 
Johannesburg and President of the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops’ Conference.

The recent attacks on those who were not born 
in South Africa are a cause of real shame and 
concern.

Basic Human rights are part of our basic human 
dignity, given by God. God creates us all equal 
and creates us all for community. God does not 
have borders. Jesus, the Son of God, broke all 
social conventions by showing God’s Love to all. 
No one has the right to remove our God-given 
dignity and our human rights, as we have shown 
in the battle against apartheid.

But a new apartheid mentality is killing our 
country and our dignity. 

Let us remind ourselves of a few basic points: 
the Ten Commandments extend to our treatment 
of foreigners. This means that the statement 
“you shall not kill” stands in condemnation of 
the actions of the South African mob which is 
currently running amok in Alexandra. There 
have been over 15 incidents of violence against 
foreigners in South Africa in the last 5 months.

It also means that the statement “you shall 
not covert your neighbour’s goods” stands in 
condemnation of those thugs who out of envy 
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attack others who have the skills and industry 
to get jobs. 

I am being blunt because bluntness is called for 
in this situation. Everyone who takes a step in 
a march in a township to protest “foreigners” is 
taking a step closer to hell. 

I forbid any catholic in this archdiocese from 
assisting these unruly people or approving of their 
behaviour. I call on the Catholics and people of good 
will in Alexandra to be the fi rst to come to the aid of 
their neighbours who have been so ill treated.

I call on the police to enforce the human rights 
guaranteed in our constitution for all human 
beings. This is a guarantee of rights of which our 
country is justly proud. 

I call on the victims of this violence to forgive 
us for our sins.

CONGO
Novices injured

We have received some bad news from the 
Oblate novitiate at Ifwanzondo, D.R. Congo. 
On Saturday, the 17th of May, the novitiate Jeep 
was involved in a traffi c accident on the road to 
Idiofa.  Fr. Wilfried GITEMBO, novice master, 
was driving and there were seven novices on 
board the vehicle. Thank God, no human life 
was lost. Some of them had some minor injuries 
while three novices were hospitalized in Idiofa. 
They may need to be taken to Mosango our to 
Kikwit for further tests and appropriate attention.  
They need our prayers.

Latin America

PARAGUAY
The novitiate’s desert experience

The “desert” is surely one of those privileged 
places to begin religious life. We see this when 
Jesus is led there by the Spirit (Mt. 4, 1-11) to be 
tempted and to resist the tempter.

Throughout the course of Church history, we also 
see that many saints went to the desert to encounter 
themselves, with their human limitations, and to 
strengthen themselves in their following of God.

Our Founder, Saint Eugene de Mazenod, before 
entering the Seminary of Saint Sulpice, also 
experienced this inner conversion “…between 
1803 when the crisis of conscience really began 
until it reached full intensity in 1805 and 1806” 
(Lefl on, p. 50). It would bring him to the decision 
to accept God’s plan for his life in service of the 
most abandoned of society.

In the same way, at our novitiate, we have lived 
this beautiful and, at times, difficult desert 
experience. Each of us could see himself in the 
totality of his being, his motivations, his fears, his 
human diffi culties, as well as the grace of feeling 
ourselves called by God.

Even though we were certainly not in a “physical” 
desert, the intensity of this period brought us 
to separate ourselves from certain means of 
communication, from family, from friendships, 
etc., in order to be able to have a more intimate 
encounter with God and to see ourselves clearly 
as his sons, needful of his love.

All of this takes place in Paraguay, a country 
beautifully blessed by God. We are in the midst 
of the reality of Puerto Pabla – Asunción, amid 
poor and simple people, collaborators, workers, 
with a great religious respect for the Church and 
the work of the Oblates. We come from distant 
places: Eduardo NUÑEZ (Mexico), Genilson 
VASCONÇELOS (Brazil), Alcides BOGADO 
(Paraguay), Joel PEREIRA (Paraguay), José 
ZUMAETA (Peru), along with our formators, 
Fr. Pedro BRITEZ (Paraguay)and Fr. Carlos 
SALCEDO (Peru). We are experiencing what 
it means to follow the Oblate call, to follow the 
option of full service to the poor of the world, just 
as St. Eugene de Mazenod did. (José Zumaeta)

PERU
Delegation Superior and  medical doctor

Father Maurice SCHROEDER came out of 
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Saskatchewan, back in the mid-fi fties, like a western 
tornado, and even today when he comes for a visit, 
you can feel the wind. Maurice spent most of his 
high school years studying at home, and fi nished 
at St. Thomas College, operated by the Oblates, in 
North Battleford, Saskatchewan.

He went to the Oblate Novitiate at Arnprior, 
Ontario, and began his studies at Holy Rosary 
Scholasticate. He was a dynamic multi-talented 
fi gure in the Scholasticate, pursuing studies, 
directing stage plays, playing the piano, and 
riding horses when they were available. He was 
ordained a priest in 1962. 

Some four years after being sent to St. Patrick’s 
College to teach in the High School, during 
which he taught religion and directed some of 
the most successful stage presentations ever, 
Maurice applied to study Medicine. He was 
accepted into the University of Ottawa Pre-
Med. course. On the advice of the Dean, he 
withdrew, because of his lack of background 
in Mathematics. He took time off, went to the 
cottage with High School texts, and within six 
months had completed Grades 9 through Grade 
13 in New Math. Maurice was able to study very 
well on his own. Brains and hard work were two 
of his remarkable talents.  
 
Maurice’s desire was to become a medical 
Missionary following the example of Albert 
Schweitzer, one of his heroes, who had come from 
Alsace-Lorraine as had Maurice’s forbearers. In the 
words of Schweitzer: “ I wanted to be a doctor that I 
might be able to work without having to talk because 
for years I had been giving myself out in words.” 
and “If a man loses his reverence for any part of life, 
he will lose his reverence for all of life.” 
 
Three years after being accepted into the 

medicine program at the University of Calgary, 
Maurice obtained his medical degree. He interned 
at an inner city hospital in Detroit, Michigan, in 
1975, and continued at Amarillo, Texas where he 
began to learn Spanish. 
 
He was missioned to Acayacu in the jungle of 
Peru but left after a few years when the Sendero 
Luminoso [Shining Path Guerrillas] activity 
became more pronounced. After studying 
Tropical Medicine at Antwerp in Belgium, 
Maurice went to Haiti to study and help develop 
a program for treating Leprosy. 
 
He returned to Peru and teamed up with another 
priest-doctor, Jack MacCarthy, a Norbertine, and 
together they ministered to the poor – once again 
in the jungles. Along with Peruvian staff members, 
they worked in a small rural hospital in Santa 
Clotilde serving the people over a 400 kilometer 
stretch along the banks of the Napo River. They 
relied on a greater power than their own. In their 
work, they used the operating room, river-boats and 
the church to offer fi tting praise to God.
 
Maurice has continued to work in the Clinic 
in Santa Clotilde for over twenty years. This 
past winter, he was asked to become Superior 
of the Peruvian delegation. To this position, he 
has brought his wealth of experience and talent. 
When he was asked what he would do since they 
had chosen a 70-year old Canadian instead of a 
40-something Peruvian to be the Superior, he 
answered by quoting an ancient proverb: “Hay 
que arar con los bueyes que tienes.” (You plough 
with the oxen you have.) As Albert Schweitzer 
had observed many years before: “A man can 
do only what he can do. But if he does that each 
day he can sleep at night and do it again the 
next day.” (Submitted by Carl KELLY for www.
omilacombe.ca)

Canada-United States

OMI LACOMBE
Providing dialogue, sharing with natives

“There is still a fundamental commitment to 
the Church. They [the Squamish people] are 

spiritual people. You don’t have to convince 
them of the existence of God or life after 
death. They talk of the Great Spirit. They 
have a strong identification with their native 
roots.
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“We use some native symbols at Mass. For 
example, we use the eagle feather with incense. At 
Mass, I also offer a prayer in the four directions, 
or more commonly in the six directions [including 
the earth and the sky].”

Father Vincent LAPLANTE, OMI, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Parish on the Squamish reserve in North 
Vancouver, explained that the parish is living out 
synod proposition 33: “Initiate a richer dialogue 
and sharing with First Nations people.”

“The stole I wear at a funeral Mass has paddles 
on it, because these people traveled by boat, so 
paddles are important. They were ocean travelers. 
They traveled from one reserve to the other in big 
boats once or twice a year along the coast.

“I also carry a talking stick in the procession at 
the beginning of Mass. It was carved by one of 
the native peoples many years ago. It is symbolic: 
the person holding it is supposed to be listened 
to with great attention.”

Concerning the candle holders on the altar, they 
are [each] an eagle head carving with abalone 
shells for eyes, carved by Percy Paull, a deceased 
local. The eagle is very important: the high fl ying 
bird and therefore a source of power . Eagle 
feathers are used [by native peoples] across 
Canada, and symbolize the connection between 
earth and heaven, since eagles fl y so high. The 
eagle is a sort of messenger of God. People here 
are always happy to see an eagle, especially at 
a funeral.

“For funerals, we use sweetgrass or cedar or a 
combination sometimes. We use an abalone shell 
to carry the incense or sweetgrass or whatever 
combination. Eagle feathers are used with the 
shell to blow smoke around and on the casket.

“Drums are used on occasion by musicians or 
altar servers.”

The parish is also living out the synod’s call 
for a “time, talent, and treasure” stewardship 
program, with two outreaches. First, the 
community kitchen, begun in early January, 
Father LaPlante said, “is an attempt to get 

people involved, and to learn how to cook. 
Before, at our soup kitchen, we handed food 
out. Now, they have to prepare it themselves. 
They come with food, after being told a week 
in advance what the menu will be. They can 
take home the leftovers.”

Rennie Nahanee is in charge of this, and it runs 
from 1-4 p.m. each Tuesday. Second, Nahanee 
also plans “to start a community garden for the 
community kitchen and to build community.” 

In order to implement the synod more fully, the 
parish set up a pastoral council. Previously the 
fi nance committee was the highest committee 
giving direction.

“The pastoral council,” Father LaPlante noted, 
“is a visionary group which sees what needs 
are present. Later maybe we will have a parish 
council, who will be the doers. Now we have lots 
of doers, but we’re not organized.

The parish does not hold the Liturgy of the 
Hours or Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
though a prayer group meets every Thursday at 
8 p.m., and people come to pray the Rosary on 
fi rst Fridays.

The main focus of St. Paul’s the pastor said, is 
“presence.” “People like to have their children 
baptized,” he noted. Sister Rosemary and Father 
LaPlante both visit the sick in hospital or, when 
invited, in people’s homes.

For 10 weeks every year after Easter the parish 
also holds a Bible study, which “has been well 
received over the years.”

“We have a pretty good musical group, which 
put out a CD at Christmas 2006 which was well 
received.”

Artistic success comes naturally to the parish, 
and this is obvious from all the locally produced 
carvings, paintings and traditional handiworks in 
the church, used in native spirituality and included 
in the Mass here. (By Brian Welter, reprinted with 
permission from The B.C. Catholic, March 31, 
2008, in www.omilacombe.ca)
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ASSUMPTION
Polish University honors Assumption Prov-
ince

The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin 
in Poland has awarded a medal of recognition to 
the Missionary Oblates of Assumption Province, 
Canada, for their many years of service to the 
University. 

This highest award of the John Paul II Catholic 
University of Lublin, Veritas in Caritate (Truth 
in Charity) was presented to the Provincial of 
Assumption Province, Fr. Janusz BLAZEJAK, 
by Archbishop Jozef Zycinski of Lublin, on 
Sunday, April 6th, 2008 at St. Casimir’s Church 
in Toronto. 

Taking part in the ceremony and Mass at St. 
Casimir’s Church were priests from the local 
Polish community, members of the Friends of 
the Catholic University of Poland, the faithful of 
St. Casimir’s and other local parishes, members 
of the community media, as well as the Consul 
General of the Republic of Poland in Toronto. 

In his homily, Archbishop Zycinski enthusi-
astically encouraged the Polish community to 
continue forging links with the University as a 
means of realizing the teachings of the late Pope, 
John Paul II. This year, the Catholic University of 
Lublin, which in 2005 took on the name of one 
of its professors – John Paul II – will celebrate 
its 90th anniversary. 

In its early years, the Friends of the Catholic 
University of Poland was somewhat of an elite 
organization – a character it retained until 1945 – 
and counted under a hundred members. In those 
early days, membership mainly comprised gradu-
ates of the University and wealthy persons. After 
the end of the Second World War, a new chapter 
began in the history of the organization. In the 
late 1940s and throughout the 1950s the organi-
zation saw rapid growth. In 1958 the organiza-
tion was formally incorporated by the Federal 
Government of Canada and, under Federal tax 
laws, is an organization with charitable status. 
In 1978, the Friends of the Catholic University 
of Poland was headquartered in Ottawa. Since 

2000, however, the organization’s headquarters 
have been located in Mississauga. 

Over the half-century since the Friends of the 
Catholic University of Poland was founded, 
thousands of people have given material support 
to the organization – often anonymously – for 
its work in support of the University. During 
the interwar years, as today, the Friends of 
the Catholic University of Poland is playing a 
major role in cultivating public awareness and 
support for the Church and the University. The 
organization, which continues to be a great 
source of spiritual and material support for the 
University, celebrates its 50th anniversary this 
year. Its current membership numbers more 
than 250,000 people. (Marian GIL from Vatican 
Radio) 

UNITED STATES
A prenovitiate project: tamales for sale!

The Oblates of the United States province 
have a prenovitiate community in Mexico, 
in the town of Tijuana, Baja California. It is 
located close to the United States border, not 
far from San Diego, California. The Oblates 
serve at the parish of the Most Precious Blood 
in Chula Vista, California, south of San Diego. 
Many of the parishioners are Filipino and 
Mexican immigrants.
Each year, the Chula Vista parish invites the 
prénovices from across the border to sell tamales 
after Masses on a Sunday. The income from the 
sale helps the seminarians cover some of their 
personal expenses and contribute to the operating 
costs of the community (e.g. lights and gas).

In preparation for “Tamale Sunday,” the 
prénovices gather with friends and neighbors to 
make hundreds of tamales. The young men and 
their friends spend many hours enjoying each 
other’s company as they knead the yellow “masa” 
or dough made from cornmeal. Usually tamales 
are fi lled with meats, cheese, sliced chilis or even 
something sweet. They are wrapped in cornhusks or 
plantain leaves before being steam-cooked.

After the “assembly line” had fi nished its work, 
formator Father James DUKOWSKI had to 
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spend nearly four hours in line at the border 
crossing on two different occasions in order to 
transport the tamales to their destination at the 
parish. This year, they sold over 800 tamales. 
(OMI USA, May 2008)

OMI LACOMBE
A Hundred Times as Great!

“Other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, 
and produced a crop a hundred times as great.” 
(Luke 8:8)

NET (National Evangelization Teams) Canada 
is a program that strives to help youth build 
their relationship with God and the Church. 
The journey of bringing NET to Canada was 
not easy but for James Mikulasik,it was one he 
wanted to be on, and one that would include 
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

The Mikulasik family began their relationship 
with the Oblates in Kamloops, British Columbia 
when they became friends with Allan NOONAN 
in 1980. Not long afterward, they came into 
possession of St. Joseph’s Mission Ranch, which 
was a property previously owned by the Oblates. 
The family remained close to the Oblates as the 
years went by, even when economic diffi culties 
caused the ranch to pass from the Mikulasik’s 
ownership in the mid 1980’s. At that time Robert 
HAGGARTY played a large roll in helping 
them to discern the next step in their lives. In 
1986 James went on a retreat. He found it to be 
a powerful experience, one that formed within 
him a desire to share his faith. Upon his return, 
James discovered that NET USA was visiting 
Williams Lake, British Columbia, and he spent 
some time getting to know the organization and 
what they do. Intrigued and very interested, he 
applied to be a volunteer, was accepted and spent 
a great year ministering in the United States. 
When his time as a volunteer with NET ended, 
they asked if he would like to be a staff member, 
helping to launch NET in Canada. He accepted 
the offer, knowing that it would be a challenge 
but determined to succeed.

Founding NET Canada necessitated several trips 
from the States back to Canada. An immediate 

task was to secure the funding needed to make 
this dream a reality. When James approached the 
Oblates, they came up with half of the needed 
funding – $50,000.00!

Once the question of funding was resolved, 
James tackled the next obstacle – where would 
the headquarters of NET Canada be situated? 
In 1993 James came back Canada once again to 
scout a location for the new offi ce. He discussed 
the issue with Bishops and Archbishops across 
the country, seeking their aid in his search for 
the perfect spot. After a number of conversations 
with the Oblate Community, they offered him 
“The Ranch” in Edmonton; however, Ottawa 
was fi nally chosen because of its central location 
and bilingualism. In July of 1994, James returned 
from the United States to offi cially launch NET. 
That year saw the creation of NET Canada’s fi rst 
Retreat Team, spreading faith throughout the 
country. It now has three Retreat Teams, covering 
40,000 kilometers a year.

In 2001/2002, after years of increasing success, 
NET Canada launched a new initiative – Parish 
Teams. Unlike the Retreat Teams, the Parish 
Teams remain in a parish for a full year. 
2004/2005 saw another fi rst – a Mission Team 
in Ireland. The Ireland mission was extremely 
successful, so much so that the following year a 
local offi ce was created and the Mission Team 
remained for twelve months. In 2007 NET 
Canada started its fi rst French Mission Team 
with the majority of their ministry in Ontario, 
French-Catholic schools and a few parishes in the 
Maritimes and Quebec. Next year, NET hopes to 
reach out to French parishes across Canada with 
another French Mission Team.

NET Canada has currently reached out to over 
30,000 young people in Canada and another 
10,000 in Ireland … and they wish to do more – 
especially with the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
Atop their list of priorities is to minister with 
the Oblates in reaching out to Native Youth and 
making a difference.

From one Retreat Team at its inception in 
1994, to four Retreat Teams (one of which 
is in Ireland) and three Parish Teams, NET 
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Canada has grown signifi cantly. By the end of 
the year, the organization will have over 300 
alumni. In 1994 James Mikulasik’s dream to 
establish NET Canada fi nally came true, and he 
has never forgotten the help he received from 
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. A small seed 
planted in 1994 and nourished by the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate has indeed fl ourished and “…
produced a crop a hundred times as great

For more information on the ministry done by the 
young people of NET, or to contact them, visit 
their website at: www.netcanada.ca.” (Submitted 
by Jennifer Dixon in www.omilacombe.ca))

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP
St. Paul University Rector honored

On April 12, at the 22nd “Gala de l’Excellence du 
Regroupement des gens d’affaires de la Capitale 
nationale,” Fr. Dale M. SCHLITT, Rector of 
St. Paul University in Ottawa, was the recipient 
of an award of excellence in the category 
“Dirigeant de l’année, secteur parapublic” 
(Manager of the Year, semi-public sector). Father 
Schlitt was presented with a beautifully engraved 
sculpted piece of glassware along with an award 
certificate signed by the Prime Minister of 
Canada, The Right Honorable Stephen Harper. 
The “Regroupement” brings together more than 
500 business women and men, entrepreneurs, 
managers and directors who want to conduct 
business in French in eastern Ontario and the 
Outaouais.

Over the past 14 years, any improvements took 
place under the Rector’s governance. Among the 
numerous accomplishments, one noteworthy of 
mention is the creation of new programs designed 
to meet the needs of today’s society, such as 
confl ict resolution, ethics, interreligious dialogue, 
leadership, doctoral formation in ministry and, 
expansion of undergraduate programs. Moreover, 
the Rector was successful with large scale projects 
such as the construction of a new students’ 
residence, the development of partnerships with 
many institutions and the expansion of the library 
by obtaining governmental grants. 

Known for his leadership and organizational skills, 
Father Schlitt is also a visionary. He is always open 
to new ideas and provides his colleagues with an 
opportunity to express their ideas and vision. Open-
minded and innovative, his diplomacy and his sense 
of ethics are appreciated in his roles as supervisor 
and team player. 

Father Schlitt was surprised, but particularly touched 
by this recognition from the business network, for 
all his years of service at Saint Paul University. 
“It’s sort of an affi rmation of the value of our work, 
a recognition of the work of the whole university 
community,” stated Father Schlitt. True to himself, 
he spoke with generosity and humor on the night 
of the event while paying tribute to members of the 
University community, with whom he collaborates 
every day, so that the University, with its distinct 
character, becomes a significant player in our 
society. (From St. Paul U. press release) 

Asia-Oceania

JAFFNA
Oblate house shelled: 2 injured

On May 29, Father General received the following 
e-mail message from Fr. Paul Mariampillai 
NADCHETHIRAM, Provincial of the Jaffna 
Province in Sri Lanka:

I have some bad news for you this morning. 
Our house "Amala Utpavam", the retired 
Fathers' Home, was badly damaged this 
morning due to heavy shelling. Four shells 

have fallen in and around the premises and 
damaged the buildings very badly. During 
the incident, five of our retired fathers were 
sleeping in their rooms. When one priest 
came out with the helping boy to see what 
was going on, Fr.JESUNESAN, the Superior, 
also came out to send them into their rooms. 
At that time, two shells fell and exploded. 
Two pieces of the shell hit Fr.Jesunesan in his 
thigh and shoulder; another one hit the helper 
as well. They are hospitalized and have been 
x-rayed. The doctors may decide to go for 
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“So, how many?” he continued, with an impatient 
gesture.

“Most reverend Father, if my calculations are 
correct, there are 31 pairs of arms. Counting the 
scholastics, the novices, the formators and the 
superior of the brand new community…but not 
counting the postulants, of course, who should 
soon be 12.”

“Good,” he answered. “Good, carry on. Remind 
the superior of that Mission how I am counting 
on him and his confreres! But they must continue 
being daring for the Gospel. They must have 
wisdom and prudence and vigilance. And tell 
them that I embrace all of them as a father.” 
(Dreamer: Yves CHALVET DE RÉCY)

KOREA
Honorary Citizen of Seoul: Giovanni Zevola

“Hi, Seoul!” is the way to greet people coming 
to visit Seoul, the 700 years old capital city of 
Korea. For several years now, ‘Hi, Seoul” is 
the main festival for showing off the best of 
this old and yet extremely modern city: royal 
palaces within evergreen parks and skyscrapers 
overlooking the great Han river which cuts 
in two the city that “never rests”. A city fi lled 
with contradictions in its philosophy of life, 
known as the capital city of “the country of the 
morning calm,” and yet no city seems to be so 
busy and always in a hurry. Korea was once 
known as “the hermit country” and now it is 
rushing into a global market where “appearance 
“ is considered essential, a sign of success.

In my opinion, one of the best things Seoul has 
to offer to people is not on the surface (parks, 
temples, palaces) but rather in the underground. 
I am not referring to the large shopping malls 
under the business centers, but to the more 
than a hundred kilometers of subway system. 
Eight different lines create a web of easy, 
comfortable and very effi cient transportation. 
That is why millions of people use it every day. 

With this in mind, I could not refrain from 
rejoicing when on stage, in front of the City Hall 
main building, I heard them say: “…and they 
have the right to ride for free the Seoul subway 

surgery if it is needed. They are alright but 
have severe pain. I visited Amala Utpavam 
with Fr. C.S. CROOS and saw the damages. I 
took photos that I shall be sending soon. May 
I kindly request your prayers for them and for 
permanent peace in our country. 

VIETNAM
From dream to reality

These past few nights, I had a dream… I was 
welcomed to Aix en Provence by Father Tempier 
who, after having greeted me and opened the door 
of 60 cours Mirabeau, took me to the fi rst fl oor.

“He’s waiting for you,” he told me.

You can imagine how I felt. I was going to meet 
Eugene de Mazenod. Finally! I didn’t even have 
time to get ready for this encounter when there 
he was, in front of me, as if he had been awaiting 
my visit for a long time.

“So, dear Father,” he exclaimed, “tell me the 
news from Vietnam”

Quite moved, I stuttered: “On Pentecost Sunday, 
in Saigon, we celebrated the perpetual oblation 
of four brothers: Dominque D., Joseph T, 
Dominique L. and Joseph H. And then, the day 
after this beautiful family celebration, eight men, 
young and “less young” (some are older than the 
novice master) began their novitiate.

“Is that all?” he asked me.

“No, most reverend Father,” I answered. “On 
May 21… (he closed his eyes and began to 
smile), on May 21,” I told him, “we had the 
fi rst vows of four novices and the three-year 
commitment of four other brothers, coming to 
us from the NaGia community.”
“What a family!” he sighed, and then he added: 
“And how many missionaries does that make 
now?” 

I was afraid to answer him, afraid that he would 
be unhappy with such a small number for such 
great needs.
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system!”. “Wow, fi nally a free ride!” that was 
my reaction to the nearby Spanish sister who, 
with me and a few other foreigners was selected 
as recipient of the Honorary Citizenship of the 
city. Every year some foreigners are chosen for 
their “contribution to improving the status of the 
city of Seoul at home and abroad, enhancing the 
quality of life and promoting cultural activities 
of citizens”. The ceremony took place during 
the festival in the midst of cultural activities 
(dances, songs and other performances). We 
were escorted by a traditional guard of honor 
to the stage and then, in front of the people 
fi lling the square and on national TV channels, 
we were presented with a golden medal, a 
certifi cate and a card of Honorary Citizenship 
of Seoul. Then there were photos, hand-shaking, 
applause, smiling faces… and after bowing to 
the people, we were escorted back to our seats. A 
few moments of “honor” (which are like a good 
ice-cream after your lunch) and of course, that 
free ride on the subway. I do not know if it was 
because of the noise of the crowd or the emotion 
of the particular moment, but the Spanish sister 

corrected me by telling me that the free ride is 
possible only when we turn 65! Well I did check 
out what the benefi ts are and this is the list:

Conferral of the medal, certificate and • 
card of Honorary Citizenship of Seoul. 
Appointment as a member of vari-• 
ous  commit tees  of  the  c i ty  gov-
ernment or invited to official events. 
Exemption from paying admission fees at • 
Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul Museum of His-
tory, Seoul Grand Park and Children's Park. 
Honorary citizens aged 65 or older can • 
take the Seoul subway free of charge. 

A free ride… at 65! Should I wait for that moment? 
In the meantime I’m planning to go and visit the 
Children’s Park. I am not so young but at least it is free!

As our mothers told us, in life there is no 
such a thing as a free ride, at least not until 
you turn 65! Trying to keep a good sense of 
humor. (Giovanni ZEVOLA, Honorary Citizen)

Europe

BELGIUM
La Poudrière Community: 50 years old

The La Poudrière Community in Brussels cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary last May 2 and 3. It 
was a great event: it had been planned for a long 
time with the efforts of many and the crowd that 
took part was impressive. Over two days, almost 
a thousand people were present. There was a 
Eucharistic celebration, speeches […] a play 
put on by the community, a mime performance, 
a show by Paolo Doss, folkloric dances, a meal, 
and of course, a huge anniversary cake, along 
with wonderful get-togethers and lots of fun.

But what is this community and how did it be-
gin? Today it is a large and diverse community 
of about 75 persons in Belgium, grouped into 
fi ve different “houses.” It had its origins with 
a new Oblate community established in a poor 
section of Brussels in the 1950’s. At that time, 
the Oblates in Belgium wanted to “work in a 

dechristianized milieu, using modern and adapted 
methods of ministry.” Essentially, they wanted to 
“give a witness of religious life by living in the 
same material conditions as the local population, 
accepting the harsh conditions of real life in the 
city: close quarters, material poverty in their 
lifestyle and housing, with the noises and the 
movement and the raucous and overpopulated 
neighborhood.”

Fr. Robert BASTIN was one of the pioneers (he 
had also worked in Canada) but he was soon 
replaced by Frs. Léon VAN HOORDE and Aimé 
ROBINET. This allowed the little group to re-
ally fi nd their place in the neighborhood and its 
life. It was thanks to their spirit of openness and 
especially to the fact that a young couple soon 
joined them that there was an important turn-
ing point and the community found its new and 
actual orientation. This young Christian couple 
wanted to do something absolutely evangelical 
with their life: that is considered the moment of 
“refounding” of the community in 1958.
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Anniversaries for August 2008

75 Years of Religious Life
1933.08.02 05560  Fr. Jacques Gervais  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1933.08.15 05739  Fr. Leopold Engel  Lacombe
1933.08.15 05658  Fr. Valentine Fix  Lacombe
1933.08.15 06006  Fr. Victor Robert  France
1933.08.15 05563  Fr. Raffaele Salerno  Italy
1933.08.15 06250  Fr. Albert Schneider  France
1933.08.15 05654  Fr. Eugene A. Tremblay  United States

70 Years of Religious Life
1938.08.02 06765  Fr. Joseph Massé  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1938.08.02 06767  Fr. Hermann Morin  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1938.08.15 06869  Fr. Olegario Domínguez Paraguay
1938.08.15 06873  Fr. Pablo Fernández  Espagne

Gradually, there were changes in the community, 
especially with the presence of laity who be-
came more and more involved and very closely 
associated. They took on more responsibilities 
and eventually took charge of the community, 
especially after the death of Father Léon, the 
“founder”, in January 1996. Today, it is a mixed 
community of religious and laity, men and wom-
en, families, children, single persons. It is also 
very diverse, with believers and persons of other 
orientations. Presently, the focus of the com-
munity’s life is expressed in fi ve “objectives:” 
presence to the world; friendship which manifests 
itself in the most concrete and profound sharing 
possible; justice which is liberation and a rejec-
tion of any form of human exploitation; utopia 
or hope which is the constant quest for a world 
that is more fraternal; and fi nally, an asceticism of 
formation, an inner journey permitting a person 
to move beyond self. To these fi ve “objectives” 
are added the four privileged “means:” work, 
sharing, a simple life style, and faithfulness to 
persons and to the objectives.

During the festivities, Fr. Georges VERVUST, 
provincial of the Province of Belgium and the 
Netherlands, stated: “It was not 50 years ago but 
really 45 years ago that I visited the La Poudrière 
Community for the fi rst time. At the time, I was 
doing my studies for the priesthood as a scholas-
tic, as we were called in those days, and a small 
group of us went one day to get to know this new 
initiative of the Oblates in Brussels. […]

“In reality, it was not only from the two Belgian 
Oblate provinces of that era that young Oblates 
came here to experience the community, but 
rather from everywhere in Europe and other 
continents. They came not only to discover but 
also to participate authentically in this experience 
which lets one be, in the midst of the world, a liv-
ing sign of the Kingdom of God. It allows one to 
experience, along with people of every origin and 
opinion, how one can build that new world spoken 
of by the prophets and for which Jesus lived and 
died: a world of love and of justice for all.

“That is why, in the name of our whole Congre-
gation, in the name of all the Oblates throughout 
the world, I want to give heartfelt thanks to all 
those men and women who have participated 
and continue to participate in the building up of 
La Poudrière Community. You make happen, 
right where you live, precisely that which our 
Founder has inspired and that which we hold 
so dearly: that the poor and the most abandoned 
of our world might realize how precious they 
are and their value as persons and as children 
of God – and that they have the chance to live 
their full dignity.

“May the Lord’s strength be with you as your 
carry out this precious work. May he give you 
the courage and the creativity to fi nd, in these 
new times, new answers to needs that are ever 
new.” (François DUPONT, Bulletin de Liaison, 
May 2008)
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1938.08.15 06736  Fr. Joseph Firtion  France
1938.08.15 06898  Fr. Joseph-Etienne Hehn France
1938.08.15 06787  Fr. Pius Leibel  Lacombe
1938.08.15 06780  Fr. John Louis  United States
1938.08.15 06915  Fr. Pierre Mercier  France

65 Years of Religious Life
1943.08.02 07678  Fr. Lucien Sawyer  United States
1943.08.10 07787  Fr. Henri Chaigneau  France
1943.08.10 07437  Fr. Robert Lechat  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1943.08.10 07648  Fr. Rogatien Papion  France
1943.08.15 07660  Fr. Pierre Babin  France
1943.08.15 07691  Fr. Hugues Barbeau  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1943.08.15 07686  Fr. Lionel Dumont  Lacombe
1943.08.15 07689  Fr. Bertrand Mathieu  Lacombe
1943.08.15 07688  Fr. Maurice McMahon  Lacombe
1943.08.15 07692   Fr. Roger Prieur  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1943.08.15 07684  Fr. André Savard  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1943.08.15 07650  Fr. Clarence Zachman  United States
1943.08.19 07695  Fr. Ubald Duchesneau  Lacombe

65 Years of Priesthood
1943.08.29 06898  Fr. Joseph-Etienne Hehn France

60 Years of Religious Life
1948.08.02 08522  Fr. Bernard Brault  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1948.08.02 08523  Fr. Armand Carignan  Philippines
1948.08.02 08520  Fr. Roland Couture  United States
1948.08.02 08518  Fr. Jacques Drolet  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1948.08.02 08527  Fr. André Tanguay  United States
1948.08.15 08674  Fr. Paul Aymong  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1948.08.15 08537  Fr. Robert Bernardin  Lacombe
1948.08.15 08491  Fr. Antoine Debs  France
1948.08.15 08616  Fr. Paolo D’Errico  Italy
1948.08.15 08533  Fr. Norbert Dufault  Lacombe
1948.08.15 08500  Fr. René DuFour  United States
1948.08.15 08493  Fr. Marcel Glintzboeckel France
1948.08.15 08490  Fr. Karl Kretschmer  Central European Province
1948.08.15 08496b  Fr. Clemens Kubitza  Central European Province
1948.08.15 08497  Fr. Joseph Menker  United States
1948.08.15 08504  Fr. Marino Merlo  Italy
1948.08.15 08499  Fr. Frank Ryan  United States
1948.08.15 08502  Fr. Charles Sellars  United States

60 Years of Priesthood
1948.08.06 07706  Fr. Reginald de Silva  Colombo
1948.08.06 07697  Fr. Mariathasan Singarayer Jaffna

50 Years of Religious Life
1958.08.02 10507 Fr. Donald Arel  United States
1958.08.02 10671 Fr. Réal Boissonneault  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.08.02 10492 Fr. Richard Bolduc  United States
1958.08.02 10506 Fr. Raymond Bourgoin  Japan
1958.08.02 10509 Fr. Guy Cyr  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
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1958.08.02 10501 Fr. Charles Héon  Haiti
1958.08.02 10502 Fr. André Laroche  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.08.02 10495 Fr. Paulo Medeiros  Brazil
1958.08.02 10496 Fr. Paul Nourie  United States
1958.08.02 10672 Fr. Arthur Obin  United States
1958.08.02 10505 Fr. Norman Parent  United States
1958.08.02 10500 Fr. Gilbert Patry  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.08.02 10670 Fr. Gilles Patry  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.08.02 10493 Fr. Alfred Proulx  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.08.02 10673 Fr. Normand Provencher  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.08.15 10525 Fr. Isaïe Blanchette  Lacombe
1958.08.15 11077 Bro. Daniel Bozek  Poland
1958.08.15 10514 Fr. John Dourley  Lacombe
1958.08.15 10467 Fr. Leander Fernando  Colombo
1958.08.15 10470 Fr. Emmanuel Fernando  Colombo
1958.08.15 11074 Bro. Paul Fernando  Colombo
1958.08.15 10518 Card. Francis George  United States
1958.08.15 10887 Fr. Brian Jayawardhana  Lacombe
1958.08.15 10529 Fr. David Kalert  United States
1958.08.15 10468 Fr. Gabriel Nanayakkara  Colombo
1958.08.15 10469 Fr. Lucien Perera  Colombo
1958.08.15 10599 Fr. Emmanuel Jesuthasan Philip Jaffna
1958.08.15 10520 Fr. Darrell Rupiper  United States
1958.08.15 10466 Fr. Don George F. Warnakulasuriya Colombo

50 Years of Priesthood
1958.08.14 09421  Fr. Oswald Amirthampillai Colombo
1958.08.24 09397  Fr. Sante Bisignano  Italy
1958.08.31 09504  Msgr. Denis Croteau  Lacombe
1958.08.31 09529  Fr. Jean-Paul Isabelle  Lacombe

25 Years of Religious Life
1983.08.01 12939  Fr. John-Raymond Lau  United States
1983.08.01 12723  Fr. Alejandro Roque  United States
1983.08.01 12722  Fr. Ronald Young  United States
1983.08.06 12751  Msgr. Bejoy D’Cruze  Colombo
1983.08.06 12711  Fr. Joseph Gomes  Colombo

25 Years of Priesthood
1983.08.06 12500  Fr. Jacques Laliberté  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1983.08.22 12540  Fr. Simeon Sebamalai Thuram Jaffna
1983.08.27 12514  Fr. Roger E. Lamoureux United States
1983.08.27 12541  Fr. Aloysius Joseph Roy Colombo
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“They are before God, bearing the sign, the kind of character proper to our Institute, the vows com-
mon to all its members, the fi rm habit of the same virtues.  We are linked to them by the bonds of a 
special charity.  They are still our brothers and we are theirs.  They now live in our mother-house, our 
main residence.  The prayers and the love they retain for us will one day draw us to them and we shall 
live in our place of rest together with them.” (Letter of Founder to Fr. Courtès, 22 July 1828)

No. 29-38

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Fr. Juan Schwider Mexico 04/04/1915 San Rafael 04/05/2008

Fr. Patrick Nolan Anglo-Irish 06/03/1926 Leeds 06/05/2008

Fr. Georg Geiger Namibia 23/04/1921 Doebra 16/05/2008

Bro. Charles Bédard OMI Lacombe 19/06/1911 Winnipeg  19/05/2008 

Bro. Christian Dislaire France 05/06/1936 Agen 20/05/2008

Fr. Francis Mitchell United States 21/05/1918 Tewskbury 26/05/2008

Fr. Donald O’Brien United States 13/08/1936 Hollywood, Florida 26/05/2008

Bro. Philip Nkuna Natal 20/03/1922 Durban 30/05/2008

Fr. Leonard Simons Japan 21/07/1925 Kochi 05/06/2008

Fr. Georges Debruyne Belgium/Netherlands 01/07/1912 Waregem 07/06/2008


