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International Oblate Youth Encounter
The International Oblate Youth Encounter 
(IOYE) in Melbourne, Australia, began with a 
festive Opening Ceremony on June 9, before a 
crowd of over 800 Australian and international 
pilgrims, Fr Harry DYER, Provincial of the 
Australian Oblate Province, declared the four-
day event “open”.

Oblate Youth from over 30 countries gathered at 
Mazenod College, Melbourne, to launch the start 
of this pre-World Youth Day event, the IOYE.

The youth were joined by the Superior General 
of the Oblates, Fr Wilhelm STECKLING, who 
along with Fr Harry, personally welcomed the 
youth to the IOYE and encouraged them to follow 
the challenge of St Eugene, to be fi rst human, 
then Christians, then saints; and to leave nothing 
undared for God’s Kingdom.

The ceremony began with poignant theme 
songs and images from past World Youth 
Days, followed by the powerful IOYE theme 
song, ‘Witness to the World.’ There was a “fl ag 
ceremony” that included not only the fl ags of 
countries represented at IOYE but also fl ags of 
other countries where Oblates live and work. 

The second day of the Encounter began with a 
20 minute bus ride into the heart of the city of 
Melbourne. The rain had stopped, the clouds had 
lifted and the sun was shining on the Federation 
Square where the youth participated in the Peace 
by Piece Interfaith Ceremony. Cultural and 
language barriers were broken as speakers from 
the different faiths spoke on topics including: 
why it is so important for interfaith peace; and 
how better relationships can be formed through 

communication, education and understanding.

After visiting downtown Melbourne, everyone 
boarded the buses once again to go to Mazenod 
College to begin the Festival of Culture. During 
the festival, the audience enjoyed unique cultural 
presentations by youth from all over the world. 
The day ended with a prayer service that refl ected 
the day’s events.

The pilgrim walk from St. Mary’s Seminary 
to Mazenod College on the third day had to be 
canceled because of bad weather. The Way of the 
Cross also had to take place in the gymnasium of 
the College. The meditation on Christ’s passion 
was a combination of acting and music that left 
many in tears.

Later in the day, the Oblate Superior General 
addressed the assembly. He spoke of reaching 
out and fi nding those who have lost their way or 
have no one else to turn to. He emphasized the 
importance of community, and urged the Oblate 
youth to look after those who would otherwise 
feel unwanted or lonely. He also spoke of ways to 
build a supportive youth community while letting 
St. Eugene de Mazenod be an inspiration in 
living the Christian vocation. (Father General’s 
talk will be published in OMI Documentation 
at a later date.)

The rest of the day was spent enjoying the Festival 
of Culture in which the guests from abroad were 
introduced to some entertaining aspects of the 
Australian way of life: for example, vegemite on 
toast, indoor surfi ng, and traditional dancing. 

On the fi nal day, June 12, at the Festival of 
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Witness, fi ve young people had the opportunity 
to respond to Fr. Steckling’s call to be witnesses 
to God's world. Each of the fi ve young people 
from different Oblate provinces talked about 
the struggles and hardships they endure in their 
countries. Specifi cally, each of the speakers spoke 
about the diffi culties this world presents to young 
Oblate Youth of the world and the hope that can 
only be found in faith in Christ. The Festival of 
Witness concluded with young people moving 
into country groups and discussing the Superior 
General's address from the previous day. 

The International Oblate Youth Encounter came 
to a close with the celebration of Mass. One of 

the scholastics studying at St Mary's Seminary 
in Mulgrave, Victoria -- Ongart KAISER -- 
pronounced his perpetual vows and accepted his 
Oblate Cross from the Superior General. 

For the very last time in four days, some 800 
pilgrims and their host families departed from 
gym at Mazenod College. It was the end of four 
days of witness and three years of hard work for 
the International Oblate Youth Encounter Team 
and Committee. It was a memorable journey and 
experience that we have spent together as one Oblate 
Community. It was also a rewarding program, both 
spiritually and socially. (For photos and further 
information, see: http://www.omiyouth.org)

35th GENERAL CHAPTER
Chapter Commission begins its work

During the Plenary Session of May 2008, Father 
General and the General Council named the 
commissioners whose task it will be to help the 
entire Congregation prepare for the 35th General 
Chapter, scheduled to begin on September 8, 2010, 
at the Christian Brothers General House in Rome. 
The newly appointed Commission met for the fi rst 
time in Rome during the fi rst week of July 2008.

The “Chapter Commissioner” designated to lead 
the group is Father David KALERT, currently 
the Vice-President for Academic Affairs at 
Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, 
Texas. Born in 1938 in Belleville, Illinois, David 
made his fi rst profession of vows in 1958. He 
completed his scholasticate formation in Rome 
and was ordained to the priesthood in 1964. In 
the former Central Province of the United States, 
he served as vocation director, formator, Director 
of the Missionary Association, and as provincial 
from 1993 until 1999. When the new United 
States Province began in 1999, he became its 
fi rst provincial until 2005. When his mandate 
as provincial fi nished, he went to Zambia for a 
year and a half where he served as formator and 
interim director of the AIDS hospice. 

Other members of the Chapter Commission 

are Fathers Omar FRIEDRICH and Thomas 
MBAYE.

A native of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Omar 
is nearing the end of his mandate as the fi rst 
provincial of the new Argentino-Chilean 
Province. Born 1957, he made his fi rst profession 
in 1984, and began his philosophical and 
theological studies in Argentina. He was ordained 
to the priesthood in 1988. In 1990 he was 
appointed a member of the formation team of the 
scholasticate. He served for two terms as Provincial 
Councillor and, in 1997, was appointed Superior of 
the scholasticate in Asunción, Paraguay. In 1998 he 
was named to the General Formation Committee. 
At the time of his present appointment in 2003, he 
was serving a fi rst term as provincial of the Vice-
Province of Argentina.

For six years, 2001-2007, Thomas Mbaye was 
the provincial of the Cameroon Province. He was 
born in 1958 in Larkaye, Chad. Following his 
fi rst profession in 1982, he studied philosophy 
and theology in Kinshasa and was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1990. He furthered his philosophical 
studies in Montreal from 1993 to 1996, obtaining 
a Master’s degree in that fi eld. After serving two 
terms as Provincial Councillor, he was named 
to the formation team at the Scholasticate of 
Yaoundé in 1997. In 2000 he was again named 
to the Provincial Council, and in 2001, he was 
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named provincial. Since fi nishing his mandate, 
he has been enjoying a sabbatical year. Among 
other things, he has followed the “Ministry to 
Ministers” program in San Antonio, Texas. 

All three of the members of the Commission bring 
with them not only the experience of previous 
General Chapters, but also the practical experience 
of having served their Units as provincial.

Assistant General, Fr. Oswald FIRTH, serves as 
liaison between the Chapter Commission and the 
Central Government. Fr. James ALLEN, Associate 
Director of Oblate Communications Service, will 
provide some secretarial assistance to the group.

The Chapter Commission has begun to prepare 
letters and questionnaires that will be sent to all 
Oblates within a few weeks. They wish to seek 
the advice and collaboration of all members of 
the Congregation from the very early stages of 
the planning. The individual Regions are already 
preparing the procedures by which delegates will 
be elected to the Chapter. The delegates names 
should be known by January 2009. 

There will also be a link on the Oblate web site to carry 
updated news about the Chapter preparations. 

GENERAL POSTULATION
Saint Eugene and the Universal Calendar: the 
effort continues

In the name of our Congregation, Father General 
offi cially presented to the Holy See (Congregation 
for the Divine Cult) the “petition” for the insertion 
of St. Eugene in the Universal Calendar.

The Dicastery responded that we have not fulfi lled 
all the conditions for this to happen. We asked to 
speak with those in charge of this Congregation to 
fi nd out what is still needed and they told us that 
the two most important conditions are these: 

1st: Prove with documentation that St. Eugene is 
already venerated in a manner offi cially approved by 
the Holy See. Other than our insertion of the Founder 
in the Calendar of our own Institute, he must have 
been inserted into “local Calendars” by those “in 
authority”, that is to say, a bishop for his own diocese, 

the President of an Episcopal Conference for an 
entire country or ecclesiastical territory, the Superior 
or General Director of a religious Congregation or 
secular Institute of pontifi cal right.

It is essential that this insertion be done with the 
approval of the Congregation for the Divine Cult.

2nd: Give documented testimony of wide-spread 
veneration of the saint on different continents, as 
well as of examples of people following his example 
and spiritual message, e.g., his “missionary spirit” 
and that of his religious family.

In view of these new demands, the General 
Postulation Committee unanimously decided 
to continue the process we have begun. We 
presented our decision to Fr. General and the 
General Council, meeting in plenary session. 
Through our spokesperson in the General 
Administration, Fr. Paolo ARCHIATI, they 
encouraged us “to go ahead and respond to the 
various demands of the Holy See (…). This could 
become a way to make our Founder better known 
and to spread his veneration.”

Therefore, we urgently ask once again for the 
cooperation of all Oblates, and in particular the 
major and local superiors. What is to be done?

1st: Whoever knows that in the diocese where 
he lives or in another one, St. Eugene is already 
inserted in the local calendar, he should inform 
the General Postulator as soon as possible.

2nd: Oblates who have any infl uence on those who 
are “in authority”, whether bishops or superiors 
general, should ask them to insert him in their 
particular Calendars, and they should let us know 
about this in writing in an offi cial document.

3rd: If an Oblate knows that there is a parish, a 
church or public chapel dedicated to St. Eugene 
de Mazenod, or some group that has special 
veneration for St. Eugene, he should let us 
know about it as soon as possible, including 
documented evidence from the appropriate 
person: bishop, pastor, or rector.

Although they do not consider them crucial, we 
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heartily thank you for the letters that your asked 
for and sent to the Cardinal Prefect of the Roman 
Dicastery. It was a good way to make our Founder 
known. Therefore, the General Administration 
invites us to “keep the fi re burning, also among 
the people, not only for inserting St. Eugene in the 
Calendar, but above all, to continue getting to know 
him, discovering him, and making him known.”

For any questions or for more information, write 
to the General Postulator at martinez@omigen.
org. Thanks for your collaboration.

GENERAL HOUSE
Meeting for fund raisers

May 6-8, the General House witnessed a second 
meeting of the Oblate Mission Procures.  Father 
General, through Frs. Rufus WHITLEY and 
Jeevendra PAUL, convened staff from Oblate 
Procures from Europe (Germany, Austria, Italy, 
Poland, Ireland) Canada and the United States for 
three days of meetings to discuss future strategies 
to address Oblate needs throughout the world.

Officially hosted by Fr.  Paul,  General 
Administration Grant Director, and facilitated 
by Fr. John STAAK (USA), 11 lay men, women 
and Oblates traveled to Rome from as far away 
as western Canada.  Attendees included:

Fr. Aloys TERLIESNER (Germany); Fr. 
Josef MATHUNI (Austria); Fr. Paul BYRNE 
(Ireland); Barbara McCauley (Ireland); Fr. Nicola 
VENTRIGLIA ( Italy); Maria Laura Boutari (Italy); 
Fr. Franciszek CHROSZCZ (Poland); Gail Battle 
(USA); Artie Pingolt (USA); Fr. Ray MARQUIS 
(Canada); and Diane LePage (Canada).

The participants fi rst heard from congregational 
leaders, and then they spent two days in meetings 
and planning.  Speakers from the Congregation 
included Fr. General, Wilhelm STECKLING; 
Assistant General for Missions, Fr. Oswald FIRTH; 
and General Treasurer, Fr. Rufus WHITLEY.

Father General captured the spirit of the 
meeting in reminding those present that just as 
the Oblate Madonna reminds us of Mary’s care 
for Eugene in his life, so should the fundraisers 

see their vocation to care for the Oblate 
missionaries who labor throughout the world 
and also to encourage a sense of community 
and collaboration amongst themselves.

Several resolutions were formulated by the 
group, all focused on creating and facilitating 
increased and more effective communication 
regarding projects that need assistance and those 
which are able to be funded.

As part of an ongoing process by the fundraisers 
to streamline needs-related communications, Fr. 
Jeevendra Paul, acting as coordinator for the 
group, asks that individual Oblates in the fi eld 
e-mail their funding needs to him by September 
30, 2008 at paul@omigen.org.  After this time, 
a working document for all Oblates seeking 
project funding will be developed and deployed 
throughout the Congregation. Fundraising 
Training Workshops, to be held in Latin America, 
Asia-Oceania and Africa, were also proposed 
and discussed.

The group of 12 fundraisers plans to meet 
annually and has tentatively set 2009's meeting 
for May. (Arthur Pingolt)

GENERAL HOUSE
What is cooking in our kitchen?

As of June 1, 2008, there are new cooks in the 
General House kitchen. On that date, an outside 
company, Cocktail Catering, took over food 
services, house cleaning and laundry duties, thus 
bringing to a close the ten years of service of the 
Seraphic Franciscan Sisters from Poland. There 
is a trend among General Houses in Rome to 
“outsource” these services with a view to more 
effi cient management.

Although its name, Cocktail Catering, might 
make people wonder, the company contracted to 
work for us is not serving cocktails at the General 
House meals! They specialize in working for 
religious communities and they cater meals for 
other events as well.  At the General House, 
they prepare the meals in our own kitchen and 
have staff available during meals to assure that 
things are going smoothly. The persons formerly 
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employed by the Oblates to clean the house and 
do the laundry have retained their jobs, but they 
are employed and supervised by the company 
and not by the local bursar.

The General House and the International 

Scholasticate communities each had the opportunity 
to formally thank the Sisters for their faithful and 
cheerful service over the past several years. In mid-
June, the Sisters bade farewell to via Aurelia 290, 
and returned to their native Poland where they have 
taken up new assignments.

Africa-Madagascar

CONGO
African Institute of Missiology affi liates 
with Pontifi cal University

On June 3, the Vatican’s Congregation for 
Catholic Education offi cially made the “Institut 
Africain des Sciences de la Mission” (African 
Institute of Missiology) an affiliate of the 
Missiology Faculty to the Pontifi cal Urbaniana 
University in Rome. The Institute is part the 
Saint Eugene de Mazenod Theology School 
in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The President of the school is Father Baudouin 
MUBESALA.

The Theology Faculty in Kinshasa was already 
affi liated with the Urbaniana. This relationship 
means that the Faculty may confer a Bachelor 
of Theology degree under the auspices of the 
Pontifical University. The new designation 
means that the Oblate school will also be able 
to confer both Bachelor and a Licentiate in 
Missiology degrees to students who complete 
the required cycle of courses.

The Theology School was founded in 1982 in 
order to prepare diocesan and religious students 
for the priesthood. It also offers courses for other 
religious men and women. 

KENYA
A Sunday in Karinde

(Father Alfred GROLEAU, Superior of the 
Mission of Kenya [OMI Lacombe] writes about 
a typical Sunday in a poor parish.)

One Sunday I attended Mass at St. John's 
Church in Karinde, a church in the midst of the 
people's slum settlement outside of Nairobi, 

Kenya. I thus crossed over from upper class 
Karen to where the ordinary peo ple live. Karinde 
is so called because it is at the end of Karen, 
a large, affl uent suburb of Nairobi, in habited 
traditionally by masungo (white people) and 
more re cently by affluent Africans. Living 
there as well are many Religious com munities 
gathered around the Catholic University of East 
Africa and other Catholic institutions of higher 
learn ing: seminaries, scholasticates, convents of 
Women Religious, interspersed with churches 
from other Christian denominations and even 
some Muslim mosques. The district owes its 
name to Karen Blixen, author of the book, Out of 
Africa. A museum situ ated on the farm her hus-
band established at the dawn of the 20th century 
is one of the many tourist sites in the district.

In contrast to Karen, Karinde features rows of 
very small houses with walls of wood or metal 
panels and roofs of corru gated steel - one room 
accommodates a family of half a dozen or more. 
The houses have no running water, no electricity 
and no toilet facilities. The district is humane in 
comparison to huge slums found in Nairobi such 
as Kibera where one million people live in very 
tight quarters. The green gardens called shambas 
redeem the environment of Karinde.

The small church of St. John's was proper and 
tidy.  A couple hundred people sat elbow to 
elbow in solid pews. The benches along the walls 
were all full. The ambiance was warm. The 
polyphonic choir and the liturgical dancers were 
well re hearsed, making a two-hour celebration in 
Kiswahili  a feast for the eye, ear and heart.

After Mass I met Eve lyn. She had recently come 
to visit me seeking assistance. She was later to 
exer cise a competent role as the secretary of a 
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small circle of women who gather once a month 
with me in Karen to discuss micro economic 
proj ects to improve their living standard, such 
as the purchase of a cow or chicken, the sale 
of fi sh or other foods. After keeping minutes for a 
few months, one day Evelyn announced that she 
was leaving the group because she had found a job 
opportunity. When she thanked me, I was reminded 
of the Samaritan leper who came back to thank 
Jesus. This day, Evelyn led me to Freddie's place 
because she was living in the same compound as 
he. But I must tell you who Freddie is.

At 18 years old, he is completing Form IV, 
equivalent to high school in Canada. Strong and 
sturdy, Freddie works re lentlessly from 8 a.m. to 5 
or 6 p.m., pausing only for lunch when he comes to 
our house to work off the school fees we have paid 
for him. His father, Joseph, relies on assistance to 
complete the education of his children but also to 
support twenty orphan boys that he has adopted. I 
visited the dor mitory where they share fi ve double 
bunk beds. That day, the boys were peeling potatoes 
outside in the usual joyful am biance. Joseph gives 
them love as he instructs them in faith. He teaches 

the boys how to manufacture marketable items 
from banana leaves of the shamba. His boys are 
suc cessful in sports and drama competitions. Some 
are tal ented singers and artists.

Joseph is very poised and eloquent as he tells the 
story of the conversion experience that called 
him to his mission with these youth. In 1997 he 
was robbed and left half dead by thugs. After his 
broken arms and legs had healed, he marveled 
at his recovery from this beating and felt an urge 
to dedicate his life to a God-given mission. He 
began to take in orphan youths. For ten years 
he has been resourceful in developing means of 
sustenance and help.

At the end of the visit, in typical African-style 
hospitality, Priscilla, Joseph's wife, offered me a 
plate of beans and maize. When I fi nally returned 
home some hours later, Father Jim JORDAN was 
curious about where I had been. I gladly shared the 
gifts of the encounters on that typical Sunday. Life in 
Kenya is an adventure when you're open to being led 
from encounter to encounter. (Oblate Connexions 
Oblates, April 2008)

Asia-Oceania

COLOMBO
Young Urban Catholics Help Set Up Youth 
Group On Battlefront

(UCAN) Padaviya village, a spread-out settlement 
in North Central Province, lies along the Sri 
Lankan Army's frontline with Tamil rebels. As 
such it does not appear an ideal place to call 
home, and for the dozen or so Catholic youths 
and their families who live here among 30,000 
Buddhists, life can be doubly intimidating. 

Rukmal Ratnayake, 20, spoke of the diffi culties 
faced by youth in this unstable area. He told UCA 
News he and others do not like the farming work 
their parents do. Young people hang around idly 
in the village with friends, seek jobs in cities 
or join the army. Many youths have joined the 
military to fi ght against the rebels, he said.

According to Manoji Saumiya, 21, Catholic 
youths have felt depressed and seldom got 

together in this vast area of farmland and jungle, 
despite efforts of their local parish priest to bring 
them together.

Yet a spark has been kindled for these isolated 
youths. On April 27, six male and four female 
members of the Rajarata Catholic Youth 
Federation traveled 80 kilometers north from 
the city of Anuradhapura to spend two days 
setting up a Catholic youth group in this village. 
Anuradhapura is about 200 kilometers north of 
Colombo. The young visitors were lucky. Just 
two days after they left, a day-long barrage of 
artillery shells rained down on Padaviya.

For the city youths, their pioneering venture 
to meet peers in this troubled village was the 
fi rst in a planned outreach program to Catholics 
scattered around this ancient Buddhist heartland. 
Anuradhapura diocese counts roughly 10,000 
Catholics among a population of about 1 million. 
(Its bishop is Mons. Norbert ANDRADI, omi.) 
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The visitors went house to house in Padaviya to 
fi nd young Catholics and bring them together to 
form a "youth front." They found 12 willing souls 
among the village's 80 Catholic families.

Amid the sound of pounding artillery at the war 
front, seven kilometers away, they exchanged 
experiences, prayed together, shared meals, and 
talked late into the night. The artillery fi re moved 
nearer that night, disturbing their sleep. The city 
youths were led by Rajarata president Tharanga 
Jayawardane, 26. He advised their village 
counterparts to earn a good name for themselves 
through charity work such as helping war widows 
and children in need, with the help of their parish 
priest, Oblate Father Niroshan FERNANDO of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church. Fundraising 
was also discussed.

Jayawardane recalled that his group faced 
challenges when they began, but "we overcame all 
these troubles and now we are a well-recognized 
youth front in the Buddhist holy city."

Saumiya was grateful for the inspiration the 
visitors brought. "Although the parish priest had 
encouraged us and bolstered our confi dence to 
work as a group, we delayed it since we have a 
minority mindset," she told UCA News. She and 
Ratnayake are among the founding members of 
the new Padaviya Catholic youth front.

Father Fernando, 36, added his gratitude to 
the city youths for diverting the attention of 
young Catholic villagers "toward peace not 
war." Echoing Ratnayake's somber view of the 
general situation, the priest said youth in the 
village show interest in joining the military due 
to unemployment and war propaganda, and 
some are lonely and depressed. The agricultural 
area has little in the way of jobs and youth 
unemployment is high.

Sri Lanka has been bogged down in a civil war 
between forces of the Sinhalese-led government 
and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam since 
1983, when the rebels began fighting for a 
separate Tamil state. Over the last year, military 
action against the rebels has increased.

Padaviya feels the effects of being on the frontline. 

Over the years, the village has been attacked, and 
in March a leading female Tamil rebel cadre was 
shot dead just three kilometers from the Catholic 
church. Deaths and injuries from mines, artillery 
and ambushes are commonplace.

On April 30, the rebels reportedly pounded 
the area with artillery fi re from morning until 
evening, injuring at least one person and 
destroying four houses. More than 200 families 
are reported to have fl ed their homes. (From 
www.ucanews.com)

INDONESIA
The “missionary” trucks

Fr. Charles BURROWS tells of the trucks help 
bring the Good News to the poor.

An unusual feature of the Catholic Church 
grounds in Cilacap is a fl eet of dump trucks that 
have been there since 1981, when an American 
company built the Cilacap oil refi nery and we 
got the contract for the dump trucks needed for 
the project – 25 trucks in all. The trucks were 
paid for in 16 months, and after that, were used 
to build schools.

We also used them in the “food for work”, building 
the infrastructure – dikes, roads, irrigation, etc. The 
project was funded by Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS), and then in 1991, to date, by Misereor 
International funds for a rural infrastructure 
program – again, more dikes, roads, irrigation 
schemes, land reclamation, etc.

However, some parishioners are not happy 
with the presence of the trucks – particularly 
at Christmas and Easter, and at the committee 
meetings, some complain. My coordinator from 
the program is always on these committees, as 
it is mostly my staff that prepare the church and 
the grounds.  He does not take kindly to the 
source of his livelihood being threatened, so 
he retorted that those dump trucks were “better 
missionaries” than anyone on the committee, 
since every day they went into remote villages 
bringing “good news to the poor”.

The villagers in the places where we buy the 
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rocks, gravel and sand smile when the dump 
trucks arrive, since they are able to sell their 
“products”. The people of the villages that make 
red bricks also smile, because, besides getting a 
market for their bricks, our people always pay 
them; other construction companies pay for some 
loads and then get the last loads on credit but 
never pay!! The villagers receiving the rocks, 
gravel, etc. are also very happy, and they joyfully 
donate their labor to lay the rocks, gravel, etc.  
Eventually, they have a hard–surfaced, all-
season road which makes life in the village a lot 
more pleasant, giving access to mobile clinics, 

building materials, and allowing farm produce 
to be brought to market, etc. 

In the financial crisis of 2000, these trucks 
transported CRS free rice to remote villages all 
over Central Java – again putting smiles on many 
faces.  In the Yogyakarta earthquake of 2006, 
these trucks again brought food, tents, building 
materials etc. etc. into devastated villages, 
making sad people smile.

Thus we proved that the “real missionaries” in 
the parish were the dump trucks.

Canada-United States

OMI LACOMBE
Elder Care Portfolio

The Elders for our Indigenous people, the people 
of Japan and some other nations are held in high 
esteem. For the Indigenous people, the Elders are 
respected for their wisdom; while in Japan, 
they are referred to as ‘Our Living Treasures’. 
This Portfolio of OMI Lacombe Province is a 
way of continuing to affirm our Elders as ‘Our 
Living Treasures’.

The main focus for the Elder Care Portfolio is 
the development of a framework/context that 
will bring together the Directors/Animators of 
Residences for our Elders. Within that framework/
context to have a conversation and discussion on 
the needs, physical, spiritual, psychological and 
fi nancial, and on the hopes of our Elders. Also one 
that will afford us the opportunity to discuss the 
needs and concerns of the Directors/Animators 
and their staff members. Another goal would be 
the opportunity to discuss and explore issues and 
concerns about the residences themselves, e.g. 
needs and costs. There is also the important issue of 
communication. The hope is that we shall be able 
to develop a communication network as a means of 
linking and keeping up to date on the happenings 
in the various residences. Last, but far from least, a 
way of continuing to invite our Elders to minister 
with us by sharing their wisdom and spirit. 

As you can see, the Elder Care Portfolio is a 
work in process. Please remember us in prayer. 

(Submitted by Gilbert J.S. MASON in www.
omilacombe.ca)

UNITED STATES
Oblates join efforts for justice in Chinese 
factories

The United States Oblates and the Oblate 
Investment Pool (OIP) members have joined 
forces with global businesses, The Walt Disney 
Company and the McDonalds Corporation, in a 
project aimed at assuring fair labor practices for 
workers in some factories in China.

The Oblates are committed to faith-based and 
socially responsible investing of funds.  In 
2002, they joined the “Project Kaleidoscope 
Working Group” to interact with workers and 
factory owners in China, particularly factories 
that manufacture products for Disney and 
McDonalds.  The United Methodist Church is the 
other faith-based group involved in the project.

For many years, McDonald’s and Disney have 
maintained strict codes of conduct for those 
who manufacture products under their corporate 
name. These codes deal with a range of key 
labor rights issues, including the prohibition of 
forced and child labor and the establishment of 
requirements in such areas as health and safety, 
working hours, compensation, and compliance 
with applicable laws. In addition, both companies 
report that they have been active in undertaking 
educational, monitoring, and corrective efforts 
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to promote compliance with these codes at 
the factories where their products are made 
throughout the world. 

Project Kaleidoscope focused on ten factories in 
southern China.  Between 78% and nearly 100% 
of workers surveyed said conditions in their 
factories had improved since the implementation 
of the project. Common issues like excessive 
working hours and wage payments below what 
the law requires were found in far fewer factories 
at the end of the project.

The project grew out of mutual concerns 
discussed during an extensive dialogue among 
the investor groups and the two companies 
regarding ways to improve conditions in factories 
on a sustained basis. (Seamus FINN)
 
NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP
A collection of statues of the Virgin Mary

It’s perfectly normal that the Shrine of Our Lady 
of the Cape should have a collection of statues of 
the Virgin Mary. It was in January 1956 that the 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, the caretakers of 
the Shrine, began this important collection. They 
invited the great Marian shrines throughout the 
world  to send a copy of their particular version 
of Mary to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Cape. 
Pilgrims to the shrine, as well as benefactors, 
were asked to send their favorite statue. Within 
a year, the Shrine had 100 new statues of the 
Virgin.

Those in charge of the Shrine began to make the 
Virgin Mary known through her different titles 
and her various shrines. There was also a plan 
to put up a permanent exhibition of these statues 
in such a way as to add a cultural focus to the 
pilgrimages.

There is not enough space to exhibit the entire 
magnifi cent collection. Each year, pilgrims can 
admire some examples of it in the entry lobby 
of the Service Center. Sister Jeannine Desjardins 
takes care of the collection and it is she who 
chooses the statues that will be exhibited. Each 
time she does this, she is fi lled with joy. Every 
year, she exhibits the most beautiful statues in 

the collection so that that the pilgrims can make 
a little trip around the world.

She is always surprised to see how devotion to 
the Virgin Mary has led to the creation of so 
many kinds of statues. Each statue represents 
a devotion that either was or is being rendered 
to the Virgin Mary. Mary is addressed under 
many titles: Our Lady of Schools, Our Lady 
of Scouts, the Virgin of Brooms, Our Lady of 
Mothers… Recently, the collection received a 
painting from Egypt. The Virgin Mary is painted 
on papyrus. Sister is always happy to receive new 
representations of Mary. (Review Notre-Dame du 
Cap, April 2008) 

UNITED STATES
A new “mission with secularity” begins

There were no “tongues of fire” hovering 
over them, but on Pentecost Sunday, May 11, 
three Oblates received a warm and prayerful 
commissioning as they prepared to begin a new 
“mission with secularity” in the United States 
Province.  Brothers Patrick McGee and Paul Daly 
and Father John Mark Ettensohn have responded 
to the call of their province to take on this new 
challenge in the city of Indianapolis, Indiana.

About 40 Oblate priests, brothers and novices 
gathered to sing Vespers of Pentecost in the 
chapel of Christ the King Retreat Center in 
Belleville, Illinois, and to raise their hands 
in prayer over the new missionary team. The 
provincial, Fr. Louis LOUGEN, presided at the 
prayer service.

At the beginning of his mandate as provincial in 
2005, Fr. Lougen took a survey of the members 
of the province about how the U.S. Oblates 
could assume some new ministries to meet some 
needs of today’s Church.  Part of the response 
was to open a new mission on the Kennai 
Peninsula in far-off Alaska, in the archdiocese 
of Anchorage, headed by Oblate Archbishop 
Roger SCHWIETZ.  The mission with secularity 
is another part of that response.

The three Oblates in this new mission describe 
their program in these words: “We want to 
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encounter people and walk with them as they 
make their journey of life.  Primarily, though, 
we want to encounter and walk with those who 
are all too caught up in the secular world, those 
who consciously or unconsciously see no need 
for God in their lives.  These are the “poor” that 
this mission seeks to reach.”

Of course, many Oblates ask them that important 
question: “How will you do that?”  They 
respond: “This is the ongoing discernment for 
us.  We realize that these ‘poor; are not coming to 
religious activities in churches, retreat houses, etc. 
and that in some way we must reach out to them.  
This will mean, as a fi rst step, getting to know 
our neighbors where we are living and reaching 
out from there to the possibility of joining local 
clubs, getting involved in community activities, 
attending events at a nearby university and getting 
to know some faculty members and students, 
etc.  It may also mean more overt activity such 
as scheduling some time at a local coffee shop 
to give brief  presentations as a way of getting 
to know and engage people in conversation.  In 
short, it’s being readily available to spend time 
with people, however that develops.”

The team has moved forward with the blessing 
and encouragement of the archdiocese of 
Indianapolis.  They have rented a house very near 
a major university with some 30,000 students and 
where there is no Catholic chaplaincy.  

They spent the past 12 months planning and 
discerning, setting priorities, and trying to build 
community among themselves.  They also 
participated in the Session on Internationality at 
the DeMazenod International Center in Aix-en-
Provence last winter.

OMI LACOMBE
Central Arctic Rendezvous
 
From April 14 to 17, the lay leaders of the 
Catholic communities of the Central Arctic met 
in Taloyoaq, Nunavut. Accompanying them were 
Bogdan OSIECKI, the pastor of the communities, 
Sister Dorica Sever from Gjoa Haven and 
Louis LEGARÉ, who was visiting the region 
after spending Easter in Kugaaruk. Barthelemy 

Nirlungayok of Kugaaruk chaired the meeting.

During the first two days, leaders had the 
opportunity to share their personal lives in a 
climate of mutual acceptance. 

Some time was then spent in refl ection on the 
Commandments of God and how they can be 
lived in our communities. We then refl ected on 
the life in the Spirit as described in Saint Paul's letter 
to the Romans, as the Christian way of living the 
commandments. Later on came questions about 
fasting in general, the Eucharistic fast and the 
commandment of the Church about Easter duties.

Some leaders are concerned with the issue of the 
number of young people taking drugs, lacking 
respect for parents and not attending Church. 
Part of the problem seems to stem from parents’ 
having diffi culties in their own lives.

On the last day, Ben Porter of Gjoa Haven introduced 
us to the Chaplet of Mercy; together we recited the 
chaplet at the customary time of 3:00 pm.

Finally, after our last Eucharist, we were invited 
to a community feast and drum dance at the 
arena. It is good for leaders to fi nd strength in one 
another before returning to their home communities 
to continue to serve their people. (Submitted by 
Louis Legaré in www.omilacombe.ca)

UNITED STATES
A “favorite missionary”

For the children at St. Thomas More Parish in 
Houston, Texas, Fr. Clarence ZACHMAN is their 
“favorite missionary.” Since 1999, this Oblate 
has been corresponding with the kindergarten, 
fi rst, second, and third grade students at the parish 
school, thanks to his cousin and another teacher 
at the school who wanted their students to learn 
about the missions and religious vocations. Every 
month, they have a Mass celebrated for him. 
They send him greetings at Christmas and Easter 
and he reciprocates by sending them small gifts: 
a cookie for St. Valentine’s Day, a little rosary 
which they can use in their classroom to pray for 
the missions, a Christmas ornament personalized 
with the name of each student.
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Fr. Clarence sees this as a two-way ministry. 
He has the opportunity to teach the children 
something about the Oblates and their missions, 
to foster Marian devotion, and to encourage 
future vocations. The children, on the other hand, 
have their own little ministry of praying for a 
specifi c priest, their “favorite missionary,” and 
for all priests and religious.

The 88 year old Oblate, celebrating 60 years 
of priesthood this year, hopes that other school 

children will “adopt a priest” and become more 
aware of the vocation to priesthood and religious 
life. Coming from a family that offered two 
Oblate priests and three Franciscan Sisters to 
the service of the Church, Fr. Clarence is still 
enthused about the Oblate message and mission. 
He has served as a juniorate teacher and treasurer, 
a parish priest, and as a military chaplain. While 
offi cially “retired,” he spends many hours each 
week ministering to pilgrims at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Snows in Belleville, Illinois.

Latin America

PARAGUAY
Perpetual promises of Lay Associates

Since 1996, we have been blessed with Lay 
Associates (LAOMI) in Paraguay. Six couples 
started off and a woman and nine youth joined 
them.

During all these years, they have met faithfully 
and have followed a diffi cult formation program, 
currently led by Fr. Pedro BRÍTEZ.

The moment arrived when the couples expressed 
their desire and decision to commit themselves for 
life. We thought about it and accepted the idea.

On May 23, 2008, in the Savior Child Chapel 
of Lambaré (where there is also the “Mauricio 
Lefebvre” Novitiate), the big event took place: 

for the fi rst time, at least in Paraguay, nine persons 
pronounced their perpetual promises, with great 
resolve and emotion, before the provincial, Fr. 
Miguel FRITZ.

Fr. Pedro, who is so close to them, spoke, in 
his enthusiastic sermon, of the importance of 
this moment. Besides various Oblates, there were 
present the pastor of the sector and the whole 
Christian community, and all the other laity who are 
still preparing to accomplish this defi nitive step.

At this same celebration, a consecrated lay 
woman publicly received the privilege to be able 
to live the Oblate charism.

And so, this “Oblate Week” was really a blessing 
for all those who make up the great Oblate family 
in Paraguay. (Miguel Fritz,)

Europe

ANGLO-IRISH PROVINCE
A long tradition at Lourdes

Devotion to Our Lady of Lourdes and the memory 
of St. Bernadette have spread throughout the 
world over the past century and a half. Pilgrims have 
been coming to the Grotto year after year in their tens 
of thousands to pray and to experience Our Blessed 
Mother's care for her wounded children.

From the late nineteenth century onwards, the 
Oblates in Britain and Ireland, and the people 
of Inchicore in particular, have been linked 

with devotion to Our Lady of Lourdes.

In 1883, Inchicore-based Fr William RING 
(1834-1919) led what was almost certainly the 
fi rst large group of pilgrims from Britain and 
Ireland to visit Lourdes. 

In the months prior to the pilgrimage, and with 
the assistance of a dedicated group of helpers, 
he wrote to the Vatican and all bishops in Britain 
and Ireland, informing them of his plans. The 
replies were so encouraging that he formed 
an association of prayer for the success of the 
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pilgrimage. He went on to lead a further seven 
pilgrimages to Lourdes and three to Rome.

On his return to Inchicore after that first 
pilgrimage, he suggested to Brother Patrick 
MALONE that they build a grotto. The ruins of 
that early grotto can still be seen at Inchicore.  

Work on the present grotto began in 1929. The 
brainchild of Fr Michael SWEENEY (1888-
1964), this replica of the grotto at Lourdes was 
built with the help of local volunteer labor under 
the supervision of Oblate master-builder, Brother 
Patrick MCINTYRE (1884-1963). (www.
oblatesai.org)

Anniversaries for September 2008

70 Years of Religious Life
1938.09.08 06793  Fr. George Croft  United States
1938.09.08 06797  Msgr. Georges-Hilaire Dupont Cameroon
1938.09.29 06845  Fr. Henri Janssen  United States

65 Years of Religious Life
1943.09.08 07839  Fr. Pierre Bodénès  Cameroon
1943.09.08 07715  Fr. Archibald Daley  Lacombe
1943.09.08 07706  Fr. Reginald de Silva  Colombo
1943.09.08 07729  Fr. Jacques Delpierre  Belgium/Netherlands
1943.09.08 07771  Fr. André Didon  Colombo
1943.09.08 07724  Fr. Jean Guéguen  France
1943.09.08 07713  Fr. Gerard Heimerikx  Namibia
1943.09.08 07711  Fr. Joseph Juaire  United States
1943.09.08 07696  Fr. John Leddy  United States
1943.09.08 07613  Fr. Jean Maboge  Belgium/Netherlands
1943.09.08 07773  Fr. Paul Michalak  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1943.09.08 07722  Fr. Joseph Pirson  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1943.09.08 07697  Fr. Mariathasan Singarayer Jaffna
1943.09.08 07699  Fr. René Vermeire  Belgium/Netherlands
1943.09.08 07727  Fr. Lucien Wisselmann  France
1943.09.15 07740  Fr. John Patterson  Natal
1943.09.29 07743  Fr. Anthelme Reignier  France
1943.09.29 07742  Fr. Hubert Sarrazin  France

60 Years of Religious Life
1948.09.08 09175  Fr. Julien Belin  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1948.09.08 08552  Fr. Leo Boyd  Lacombe
1948.09.08 08996  Fr. Jules Charlier  Belgium/Netherlands
1948.09.08 08543  Fr. André Courjal  France
1948.09.08 08575  Fr. Leo D'Aes  Central S. A.
1948.09.08 08747  Fr. John Davis  Lacombe
1948.09.08 08677  Fr. Jules Dion  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1948.09.08 08553  Fr. Robert Evrard  Belgium/Netherlands
1948.09.08 08557  Fr. Dalston Forbes  Colombo
1948.09.08 08756  Fr. Louis Gouraud  France
1948.09.08 08956  Fr. Christian Hoet  Belgium/Netherlands
1948.09.08 08573  Fr. Aloysius Kedl  Lacombe
1948.09.08 08560  Fr. Bernard Lavoine  France
1948.09.08 08564  Fr. Paul Lebbe  Belgium/Netherlands
1948.09.08 08572  Fr. Alojzy Lesz  Poland
1948.09.08 08792  Fr. Patrice Morel  France
1948.09.08 08569  Fr. Bertram Silver  Japan
1948.09.08 08550  Fr. Leonard Simons  Japan
1948.09.08 08559  Fr. Egbert Stang  Lacombe
1948.09.08 08930  Fr. Emilio Trottemenu  Argentina-Chile
1948.09.08 08556  Fr. Hugo Van den Bussche United States
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1948.09.08 08567  Fr. Adolf Volk  Namibia
1948.09.08 08565  Fr. Martin Walsh  United States
1948.09.15 08577  Fr. Raoul Martin  Cameroon
1948.09.15 08576  Fr. Jean Pochat  Lacombe
1948.09.17 08578  Fr. François Camatta  France
1948.09.29 08580  Fr. Ciaran Dillon  United States

50 Years of Religious Life
1958.09.07 10677  Fr. Donaat Bohe  Central S. A.
1958.09.08 10552  Fr. James Blaney  United States
1958.09.08 10678  Fr. Albert Buchet  Belgium/Netherlands
1958.09.08 10559  Fr. Ronald Dechant  Lacombe
1958.09.08 10536  Fr. Joao Drexel  Brazil
1958.09.08 10972  Fr. Jean-Noël Grandemange France
1958.09.08 10555  Fr. John Hogan  United States
1958.09.08 10548  Fr. Jef Hollanders  Central S. A.
1958.09.08 10541  Fr. Leonard Inui  Japan
1958.09.08 11003  Fr. Gabriel Jadaud  France
1958.09.08 10567  Fr. Albert Lalonde  Lacombe
1958.09.08 10538  Fr. Gilbert Mason  Lacombe
1958.09.08 11004  Fr. Bernard Noyer  France
1958.09.08 10561  Fr. Gijs Okhuijsen  Belgium/Netherlands
1958.09.08 10540  Fr. Juan-René Pelletier  Bolivie
1958.09.08 10543  Fr. William Sheehan  United States
1958.09.08 10545  Fr. Angelo Siani  Japan
1958.09.08 10557  Fr. Gerard van den Beuken Belgium/Netherlands
1958.09.08 10560  Fr. Alfons Van Loenhout Belgium/Netherlands
1958.09.08 10535  Fr. Lucien Vandemaele  Belgium/Netherlands
1958.09.08 10556  Fr. Harry Winter  United States
1958.09.08 10539  Fr. Soichiro Michael Yamasaki Japan
1958.09.15 10572  Fr. Guglielmo Crespan  Italy
1958.09.15 10569  Fr. Alphonse Gioppato  United States
1958.09.15 10570  Fr. Salvatore Lavorgna  Italy
1958.09.15 10568  Fr. Mario Lombardi  Italy
1958.09.15 10571  Fr. Pietro Reginato  Italy
1958.09.15 10574  Fr. Vincenzo Sgambato  Italy
1958.09.29 10789  Fr. Gerard Barrett  United States
1958.09.29 10580  Fr. Joseph Daly  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.29 10577  Fr. Brian De Burca  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.29 10585  Fr. Patrick Dwyer  Australia
1958.09.29 10584  Fr. Ignatius Fidgeon  Northern S. A.

50 Years of Priesthood
1958.09.06 09300  Fr. Lucien Pépin  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.09.06 09731  Fr. Pierre Pépin  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.09.07 09534  Fr. Omer Desjardins  Lacombe
1958.09.08 09246  Fr. Edward Cunningham United States
1958.09.08 09245  Fr. Richard Houlahan  United States
1958.09.08 09484  Fr. Charles Hurkes  United States
1958.09.08 09485  Fr. Thomas Killeen  United States
1958.09.08 09487  Fr. George Kuryvial  United States
1958.09.08 09499  Fr. Noël LeBrun  Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.09.08 09486  Fr. Norman Pahl  United States
1958.09.08 09591  Fr. Eugene Prendiville  United States
1958.09.13 09752  Fr. Jean-Denis Monbourquette Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1958.09.15 09513  Fr. Gilmond Boucher  United States
1958.09.15 09935  Msgr. Hubert Constant  Haiti
1958.09.15 09934  Fr. Price Dorismond  Haiti
1958.09.15 09515  Fr. Raymond Lacasse  United States
1958.09.21 09399  Fr. John Archbold  Anglo-Irish
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1958.09.21 09809  Fr. Herbert Bromley  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.21 09382  Fr. Paul Byrne  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.21 09600  Fr. Sean Coleman  Natal
1958.09.21 09424  Fr. John Cranley  Australia
1958.09.21 09808  Fr. Peter Paul Daly  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.21 09605  Fr. James Hartford  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.21 09603  Fr. Eoghan Haughey  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.21 09596  Fr. Sean Hynes  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.21 09597  Fr. Paul Maher  United States
1958.09.21 09608  Fr. Edward McSherry  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.21 09606  Fr. Cornelius Murphy  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.21 09599  Fr. Joseph O'Melia  Anglo-Irish
1958.09.29 09567  Fr. Casimir Krystkowiak Assumption
1958.09.29 09568  Fr. Sylvester Lewans  Lacombe
1958.09.29 09563  Fr. Albert Ulrich  Lacombe
1958.09.29 09561  Fr. Joseph Zoller  Lacombe

25 Years of Religious Life
1983.09.08 12870  Fr. Ekang-Onok Augustin Anem Congo
1983.09.08 12795  Fr. Francis Xavier Anthonysamy Colombo
1983.09.08 12937  Bro. Andrzej Blazejewski Poland
1983.09.08 12746  Fr. Albert Cator  Haiti
1983.09.08 12804  Fr. Antoni Degutis  Assumption
1983.09.08 12744  Fr. H. Anthony Chrysantha Fernando Colombo
1983.09.08 13258  Fr. Gunanayagam Vethanayagam Gnanapragasam Colombo
1983.09.08 12799  Fr. Wlodzimierz Jamrocha Poland
1983.09.08 12800  Fr. Roman Kempka  Poland
1983.09.08 12805  Fr. Andrzej Knop  United States
1983.09.08 12806  Fr. Wojciech Kowalewski France
1983.09.08 12745  Fr. Loudeger Mazile  General Administration
1983.09.08 12868  Fr. Pierre Mukabi Senga Misik Congo
1983.09.08 12803  Fr. Norbert Musiol  Poland
1983.09.08 12869  Fr. Bwatu Dominique S. Ndjoko Congo
1983.09.08 12871  Fr. Jean-Claude Ngoma Ndewes Mexico
1983.09.08 12764  Fr. Félix Njoku  Cameroon
1983.09.08 12927  Bro. Piotr Obert  Poland
1983.09.08 12798  Fr. Lucjan Osiecki  Poland
1983.09.08 12877  Fr. Sarath K. Anton Perera Colombo
1983.09.08 12802  Fr. Arkadiusz Sedzielowski Poland
1983.09.08 12747  Fr. R. Jude Rohan Silva  Colombo
1983.09.08 12850  Fr. Loorthusamy Sowriappan Colombo
1983.09.08 12797  Fr. Wladyslaw Walaszczyk Poland
1983.09.15 12765  Fr. Vincenzo Bordo  Japan
1983.09.15 12826  Fr. Antonio Cannatà  Italy
1983.09.15 12777  Fr. Mauro Concardi  General Administration
1983.09.15 12827  Fr. Luigi D'Angelo  Italy
1983.09.15 12778  Fr. Salvatore D'Orto  Italy
1983.09.15 12910  Fr. Flavio Facchin  Italy
1983.09.15 12779  Fr. Paolo Morlando  Italy
1983.09.29 12749  Fr. Martin Moran  Anglo-Irish
1983.09.29 12748  Fr. Terence Murray  Anglo-Irish
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“They are before God, bearing the sign, the kind of character proper to our Institute, the vows com-
mon to all its members, the fi rm habit of the same virtues.  We are linked to them by the bonds of a 
special charity.  They are still our brothers and we are theirs.  They now live in our mother-house, our 
main residence.  The prayers and the love they retain for us will one day draw us to them and we shall 
live in our place of rest together with them.” (Letter of Founder to Fr. Courtès, 22 July 1828)

No. 39-48

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Fr. Bernhard Willing Central Eur. Province 17/10/1933 Borken 10/06/2008

Fr. Michał Rybczyński Del. France-Benelux 10/02/1935 Lille 18/06/2008

Fr. Leo Boyd OMI Lacombe 14/10/1925 Armstrong 22/06/2008

Fr. Michael Hennessy Anglo-Irish 18/04/1926 Colwyn Bay 25/06/2008

Fr. Francis Plantin France 02/03/1930 Apt (Vaucluse) 07/07/2008

Fr. Marcel Schaeffer France 01/07/1916 Strasbourg 07/07/2008

Fr. Edouard Thiry Belgium/Netherlands 18/11/1923 Moresnet 14/07/2008

Fr. Jean Haberstroh Thailand 28/11/1921 Bangkok 15/07/2008

Fr. Cletus Ternes Philippines 13/07/1934 Mandaluyong 15/07/2008

Fr. Jozef Tomys Poland 31/01/1923 Inowroclaw 16/07/2008


