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Fr. General’s message to the Congregation
February 17, 2010

Conversion: a task and a gift
As we celebrate the 184th anniversary of 
pontifi cal approval, we have reached 2010, the 
year of our 35th Chapter. The proposed theme 
is “conversion.” This year began with a terrible 
catastrophe - in Haiti, the capital and other 
cities have been destroyed by the earthquake, 
over 160,000 people have died, and there has 
also been loss of life among the Oblates and 
their relatives. The provincial administration of 
one of our strongest provinces is displaced, our 
scholastics have had to abandon their studies, 
important buildings are destroyed.

The terrible disaster of Haiti brings to mind the 
passage about the fall of the Siloam Tower, which 
speaks explicitly about conversion. Jesus says 
there: “Those eighteen upon whom the tower in 
Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that 
they were worse offenders than all the others who 
dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, No; but unless you 
repent you will all likewise perish." (Lk 13:4-5) 
- In which way does the earthquake call us to a 
change of our ways?

Every General Chapter deals with conversion to our 
original call, but this time we have made the theme 
explicit. A certain urgency was felt. Saint Eugene 
de Mazenod, too, felt a call to urgent conversion 
right at the time of our congregation’s approval: 
“In the name of God, let us be saints”, he wrote on 
February 18, 1826. Do we feel that same urge? Will 
conversion really happen with us today?

Even with a special focus and a reflection 
process in place, we might remain skeptical. 
By experience, we know too well that our good 

intentions often do not last long; the classic 
example are the New Year resolutions which are 
said not to survive January! We tend to become 
discouraged because of our resistance to change, 
or even cynical. Perhaps we need to learn more 
about conversion, look at it from different angles.

1. One way of looking at the change of mind we 
are called to is from our side. Jesus uses imperatives 
when he says: “the kingdom of God is at hand; 
reform your lives and believe in the gospel" (Mk 
1:15). Saying: reform your life! He indicates that 
an effort on our part is clearly required. 

But the gospels themselves speak of our 
diffi culties with Jesus’ urgent call. When Jesus 
makes the statement: “It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God” the text continues: 
“Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be 
saved?’” (Lk 18:25-26) 

2. Repentance, change of life, conversion can also 
be seen from another angle. Jesus, in his answer to 
the disciples’ question above, “Who can be saved?” 
makes a consoling statement: “What is impossible 
with humans is possible with God” (Lk 18:27). In 
other words, there is help. We are not left alone; 
conversion is not just our own affair. 

Let us try to describe this help we may count on. 
Comparisons, metaphors come to mind. What 
about “shortcut”? It may appear ambiguous. 
One would have to reject it if it meant sidelining 
conversion; of course, God “has not given any 
one permission to sin” (Sir 15:20). There is no 
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shortcut for avoiding conversion to the Kingdom, to 
a world where God will reign, to the Jerusalem that 
comes down from heaven. But there is a shortcut 
in the sense of the shorter way God may want to 
indicate to us once we have started with our effort. 

Another metaphor could be “power conversion.” 
It might sound a bit trendy; the word “power” is 
used today in many new combinations – power 
steering and power tools; power charger, power 
search, and even power nap. It means that there is 
additional energy involved, not just our ordinary 
strength. Could there also be a power conversion?

One can go so far as to say: we must gain access 
to power greater than our own if we want to get 
anywhere on the road of reform. St. Eugene was 
convinced that such a higher power had become 
available when he had received approval for our 
Rules. On February 18, 1826 he wrote: “they are 
no longer simple regulations …. They are Rules 
approved by the Church … they have been judged 
holy and eminently suited to lead those who have 
embraced them to their goal.”

Shortcuts, special means of power -- they are 
metaphors for saying one thing: that conversion 
is not possible without God’s grace. It is a task 
but much more a gift. Scripture scholars point out 
that Jesus’ call, “reform your lives, and believe 
in the gospel”, puts change of heart and faith 
inseparably together; one cannot happen without 
the other. Among the many powerful gifts of 

grace – sacraments, Scripture, community, etc 
-- let me point out one special way and means 
to achieve the change God is asking us for: our 
commitment to the poor. It becomes particularly 
relevant in the wake of the earthquake.

Constitution 5 reminds us that “We are a 
missionary Congregation. Our principal service 
in the Church is to proclaim Christ and his 
Kingdom to the most abandoned.” When Jesus 
makes his comment on the tower of Siloam, he 
must have observed that some people distanced 
themselves from the victims saying: “This 
happened because they were sinners.” Similar 
voices have recently been heard about Haiti; yes, 
even today! Jesus’ answer is: they are human 
beings like you’ you have no privilege over them; 
you could perish like them at any time -- therefore 
be converted! 

In practice, these means for us who were not hit by 
the earthquake that we must show solidarity and not 
distance ourselves – we are in the same boat. The 
provincial of Haiti wrote in a recent letter: “This is an 
occasion to look at life with new eyes and to better 
appreciate God’s gifts to us. This is an occasion of 
a stronger solidarity between us.” 

Since 1826 we bear the name of Mary. How would 
she have reacted in front of those “on whom the 
tower of Siloam fell?” I believe that she, who is 
mother of all, is asking us today to fi nd the grace of 
conversion in our solidarity with the poor. 

General Administration

General Statistics

  JANUARY 2010   JANUARY 2009
Total Fr. B1 B2 PD Schol. Total Fr. B1 B2 Schol

38 33 5 0 0 General Admin. 37 32 5 0 0
853 512 53 18 0 270 Africa-Madagascar 867 523 54 18 272
455 340 26 3 1 84 Latin America 472 327 29 3 113
716 518 24 2 0 172 Asia-Oceania 706 497 26 2 181
918 768 132 1 1 16 Canada-United States 957 807 136 1 13

1158 937 122 4 5 90 Europe 1205 953 130 3 119

4138 3109 362 28 7 632 Total 4244 3139 380 27 698

 Of whom 43 are bishops                                               Of whom 42 are bishops
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In the above table, each Oblate is counted in the Region to which he belongs. For example, the Ob-
lates in Zambia are counted only in Africa-Madagascar, although they are members of the United States 
Province. The scholastics in Rome are listed in their home Region. “B1.” indicates perpetually professed 
Brothers, and “B2” the Brothers who are still in fi rst formation. A new category this year is PD (Perma-
nent Deacons).

SUMMARY (January 22, 2010)

PERSONNEL BY UNIT LEVEL

As of January 22, 2010

The next table shows the number of Oblates according to the Unit to which they belong. For example, all 
the Oblates attached to the Zambia Delegation are listed there, even though they are juridically members of 
the United States Province, or may be temporarily living elsewhere. Some of the Zambian scholastics are 
in Cedara, others in the U.S. etc.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
 Card. Ar.Ep. Ep.    Pr.Ap. Fr. Br. Br.T Fr.T Sc.P. Sc.T.     Deac. Tot.
   0 0 0 0 33 5 0 0 0 0 0 38
 Total: 0 0 0 0 33 5 0 0 0 0 0 38

AFRICA-MADAGASCAR
 Card. Ar.Ep. Ep.    Pr.Ap. Fr. Br. Br.T Fr.T Sc.P. Sc.T.     Deac. Tot.

 Angola 0 0 0 0 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 7
 Botswana 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 1 0 0 10
 Cameroun 0 0 4 0 66 11 6 0 1 29 0 117
 Central S. A. 0 0 2 0 36 2 0 0 1 8 0 49
 Congo 0 0 1 0 84 12 0 0 9 43 0 149
 Kenya 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 5 0 9
 Lesotho 0 3 1 0 76 17 3 0 16 19 0 135
 Madagascar 0 0 0 0 31 3 0 0 9 12 0 55
 Namibia 0 1 2 0 25 5 2 0 0 9 0 44
 Natal 0 1 1 0 52 0 0 0 2 11 0 67
 Nigeria 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 2 12 0 25

MISSIONARY OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE January January + / -
2009 2010

Cardinal 1 1  
Archbishops  10 12 +2
Bishops 31 30  
Prefects Apostolic 2 2  
Priests 3095 3063 -32
Priest with temporary vows 0 1 +1
Brothers with perpetual vows 373 362 -11
Brothers who are permanent deacons 7 7
Brothers with temporary vows 27 28 +1
Scholastics with perpetual vows 105 122 +17
Scholastics with temporary vows 593 510 -83

Total number of Oblates 4244 4138 -106
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AFRICA-MADAGASCAR  (cont.)
 Card. Ar.Ep. Ep.    Pr.Ap. Fr. Br. Br.T Fr.T Sc.P. Sc.T.     Deac. Tot.
 Northern S. A. 0 1 1 0 40 1 0 0 1 8 0 52
 Sahara 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
 Senegal 0 0 0 0 25 0 4 0 0 9 0 38
 Zambia 0 0 1 0 21 1 1 0 5 43 0 72
 Zimbabwe 0 0 0 0 6 0 1 0 3 12 0 22
 Total: 0 6 13 0 493 53 18 0 50 220 0 853

LATIN AMERICA
 Card. Ar.Ep. Ep.    Pr.Ap. Fr. Br. Br.T Fr.T Sc.P. Sc.T.     Deac. Tot.

 Argentina-Chile 0 0 1 0 41 1 0 0 0 2 0 45
 Baja California 0 0 0 0 6 1 0 1 0 0 0 8
 Bolivia 0 0 0 0 19 8 0 0 2 5 1 35
 Brazil 0 0 0 0 51 4 0 0 1 7 0 63
 Brazil Central 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 15
 Colombia 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 2 1 0 13
 Cuba 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 6
 Guatemala 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 1 8 0 21
 Guyane Française 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
 Haiti 0 1 1 0 75 8 2 0 6 27 0 120
 Mexico 0 0 0 0 31 1 0 0 0 9 0 41
 Paraguay 0 0 1 0 26 1 0 0 0 8 0 36
 Peru 0 0 0 0 17 2 1 0 3 1 0 24
 Puerto Rico 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
 Uruguay 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 12
 Venezuela 0 0 1 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 8
 Total: 0 1 4 0 335 26 3 1 16 68 1 455

ASIA-OCEANIA
 Card. Ar.Ep. Ep.    Pr.Ap. Fr. Br. Br.T Fr.T Sc.P. Sc.T.     Deac. Tot.

 Australia 0 0 0 0 51 0 1 0 0 0 0 52
 Bangladesh 0 0 1 0 22 0 0 0 4 5 0 32
 China 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 11
 Colombo 0 0 1 0 115 13 0 0 3 25 0 157
 India 0 0 0 0 64 1 1 0 2 24 0 92
 Indonesia 0 0 0 0 34 0 0 0 1 6 0 41
 Jaffna 0 0 0 0 68 0 0 0 6 27 0 101
 Japan 0 0 0 0 20 1 0 0 0 0 0 21
 Korea 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 2 0 8
 Pakistan 0 0 0 1 25 0 0 0 4 9 0 39
 Philippines 0 1 1 0 73 8 0 0 3 25 0 111
 Thailand 0 0 1 0 18 1 0 0 1 1 0 22
 Turkmenistan 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
 Vietnam 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 6 18 0 27
 Total: 0 1 4 1 512 24 2 0 30 142 0 716

CANADA-UNITED STATES
 Card. Ar.Ep. Ep.    Pr.Ap. Fr. Br. Br.T Fr.T Sc.P. Sc.T.     Deac. Tot.

 Assumption 0 0 0 0 45 2 0 0 0 2 0 49
 Lacombe 0 3 4 0 215 33 0 0 0 1 0 256
 N.D.-du-Cap 0 0 3 0 181 73 1 0 0 0 1 259
 United States 1 1 1 0 314 24 0 0 3 10 0 354
 Total: 1 4 8 0 755 132 1 0 3 13 1 918
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EUROPE
 Card. Ar.Ep. Ep.    Pr.Ap. Fr. Br. Br.T Fr.T Sc.P. Sc.T.     Deac. Tot.

 Anglo-Irish 0 0 0 0 80 6 0 0 0 0 0 86
 Belgique et Pays  0 0 0 0 89 14 0 0 0 0 3 106
 Bielorussia 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 1 1 0 9
 Central European  0 0 0 0 114 29 1 0 1 4 0 149
 Espagne 0 0 0 1 33 4 0 0 0 3 1 42
 France 0 0 0 0 157 23 0 0 1 0 0 181
 France & Benelux 0 0 0 0 39 2 0 0 0 0 0 41
 Italy 0 0 1 0 132 10 0 0 0 6 1 150
 Lourdes 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 1 0 9
 Poland 0 0 0 0 246 32 2 0 18 46 0 344
 Roumania 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 1 4 0 9
 Ukraine 0 0 0 0 27 2 0 0 1 2 0 32
 Total: 0 0 1 1 935 122 4 0 23 67 5 1158

 Total: 1 12 30 2 3063 362 28 1 122 510 7 4138

Legenda: Card=Cardinal; Ar.Ep.=ArchBishop; Ep.=Bishop; Pr.Ap.=Prefect Apostolic; Fr.=Father;  
Br.=Brother; Br.T.=Brother with temp. vows; Fr.T.=Father without Oblation No.; Sc.P.=Scolastics with  
perp. vows; Sc.T.= Scolastics with temp. vows; Deac= Perm. Deac.

PERPETUAL OBLATIONS 2009
No. Family name Name Date Dioc. of Origin Unit

14263 SAUTI Lewis 06.01 Kasama Zambia
14264 POHDUENG Pius 06.01 Dhaka Bangladesh
14265 RAKOTOMALALA Jean 06.01 Miarinarivo Madagascar
14266 BARKAT Gulshan 06.01 Multan Pakistan
14267 YOUNGTEN Emmanuel 06.01 Jos Nigeria
14268 VALÈRE Yves Francky 06.01 Les Cayes Haiti
14269 MUÑOZ David 06.01 Mayagüez U.S.A.
14270 RAHARINIRINA Elysé 06.01 Miarinarivo Madagascar
14271 ORESTE Max 09.01 Les Cayes Haiti
14277 ZAVALETA ORTIZ Adrian 15.08.2007 Tehuantepec Mexico
14278 MASERU John 24.01 Maseru Lesotho
14279 MATSOSO Charles 24.01 Leribe Lesotho
14280 KHAKHANE Augustinus 24.01 Maseru Lesotho
14281 MMOLAOA Lucas 24.01 Bethlehem Lesotho
14282 TSOAMOTSE Peter 24.01 Maseru Lesotho
14283 PITA Selbourne 24.01 Maseru Lesotho
14284 SHAI Josias 24.01 Leribe Lesotho
14285 KATASE Paul 24.01 Mohale's Hoek Lesotho
14286 KHATALA Paul 24.01 Qacha's Nek Lesotho
14287 PHOOFOLO Charles 24.01 Leribe Lesotho
14288 PAMA Aloysius 24.01 Leribe Lesotho
14289 BOATILE Sydney 24.01 Gabarone Lesotho
14290 LEKHOOA Philip 24.01 Maseru Lesotho
14291 PHAKOE Clement 24.01 Qacha's Nek Lesotho
14292 MANANDRARINA Tant Fenohaja 15.02 Ambanja Madagascar
14293 SIMO Thierry 24.01 Bafoussam Cameroun
14294 PEREIRA SOBRINHO Antonio 08.12.2007 Natal Brazil Central
14295 FELIX DA SILVA Lindomar 08.12.2007 Uruaçu Brazil Central
14296 OAI Joseph 21.05 Huang Hua Vietnam
14297 DAT Vincent 21.05 Saigon Vietnam
14298 TUAN Antoine 21.05 Ha Noi Vietnam
14299 TALANG Bawel 17.04 Dhaka Bangladesh
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OBEDIENCES 2009
Asterisk (*) = First obedience

Date Title FAM. NAME Name Origin Destination
02.02 Fr. CORIJN Daniel Natal Gen. Admin.

Fr. O'REILLY Eamonn Northern Province S.A. Anglo-Irish
Fr. HYLAND James Northern Province S.A. Anglo-Irish
Fr. MONTIEL Alberto Argentina-Chile Cuba
Sc. RIAZ* Dominic Pakistan Pakistan
Sc. JAMES KHAN* Gasper Pakistan Pakistan
Sc. EXUPEAR* Basharat Pakistan Pakistan

14300 NOKREK Shitol 17.04 Dhaka Bangladesh
14301 ROZARIO Sagor 17.04 Rajshahi Bangladesh
14302 SUSSANTO Antonius 24.06 Semarang Indonesia
14303 ROBINSON Robert 17.07 Jaffna Jaffna
14304 NIRMALARAJAN Christy 17.07 Jaffna Jaffna
14305 KADLEC Vlastimil 06.08 Praga Czech Republic
14306 KOSLIK Krzysztof 08.09 Gliwice Poland
14307 WLAZLY Jan 08.09 Wroclaw Poland
14308 NARVAEZ Julio Cesar 05.09 Acapulco U.S.A.
14309 LOPEZ Ricardo 05.09 San Angelo U.S.A.
14310 ISKRZYCKI Leszek 13.09 Bielsko-Zywiec Ukraine
14311 RASOLONJATOVO Jean Rostand 16.08 Antsirabe Madagascar
14312 RANDRIANJAFIMAHENINA Nicolas 16.08 Miarinarivo Madagascar
14313 RASAMOELINA Rivotina 16.08 Antananarivo Madagascar
14314 ANDRIAMANANTENA Riri 16.08 Antananarivo Madagascar
14315 RAKOTOARISOA Solohanitra 16.08 Miarinarivo Madagascar
14316 BAMO GASTOING Simon 16.08 Yagoua Cameroun
14317 ANUCHA Peter 16.08 Aba Cameroun
14318 NGANGA Arnault 09.08 Brazzaville Congo
14319 MWIMBUTWENA Gustave 23.08 Kenge Congo
14320 SUKARI MWARI Jean-Philippe 09.08 Kinshasa Congo
14321 MODJI Jean de Dieu 09.08 Luiza Congo
14322 RAFIQUE Nadeem 09.10 Faisalabad Pakistan
14323 ELIAS BARKET Amir 09.10 Faisalabad Pakistan
14324 JOHN MARY John 21.10 Jaffna Jaffna
14325 PATHINATHAN Sathiyaseelan 21.10 Mannar Jaffna
14326 MARY JOSEPH Antoney 21.10 Jaffna Jaffna
14327 INNASIMUTHU Selva 21.10 Jaffna Jaffna
14328 THARCIOUS Anson 21.10 Jaffna Jaffna
14329 JOSEPH Raj 21.10 Jaffna Jaffna
14330 ROSSOUW Sebastian 24.01 Johannesburg N.P.S.A
14331 VISUVASAM Arokia Samy 21.11 Kumbokonam India
14332 PULAPAKA John 21.11 Vijayawada India
14333 AGUIRRE ZAPATA Leonardo 12.12 Lima Peru
14334 KUJUR Rajesh 08.12.2008 Ambikapur India
14335 THAMMISETTI Shanthakumar 08.12.2008 Chanda India
14336 GNANAMUTHU Sebastian 08.12.2008 Sivagangai India
14337 TŠITA Clement 12.12 Maseru Lesotho
14338 SOARES DE ARAUJO Wesley 21.01 Bonfi m Brazil 
14339 CIMPOEŞU Damian 19.04 Iasi Romania
14340 BARRAZA HERNANDEZ Darwin 08.09 Colombia
14341 FERNANDO Susith 15.10 Chilaw Colombo
14346 TSHUMA Alvin 03.01 Bulawayo Zimbabwe
14347 RUVALCABA Juan Manuel 15.08 Mexico D.F. Mexico
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Sc. SALEEM* Abid Pakistan Pakistan
12.03 Fr. ALLEN James Gen. Admin. U.S.A.

Fr. BEAUDOIN Yvon Gen. Admin. N.D.-du-Cap
Bro. WAGNER Jakob Gen. Admin. Cent. Eur. Prov.
Bro. MENDIS Kamal Colombo Gen. Admin.
Sc. LACKI* Marcin Poland Mexico
Fr. PODDEBNIAK Wladyslaw Poland Cent. Eur. Prov.
Fr. LEBLANC Daniel Peru U.S.A.
Fr. MUTHUNDA Hengelela Cameroun Congo
Sc. KHOAELE* Patrick Lesotho Botswana

27.04 Sc. TUAN* Antonie Vietnam Vietnam
Sc. DAT* Vincent Vietnam Vietnam
Sc. OAI* Joseph Vietnam Vietnam
Sc. MIKWA ONDELAPE* Don Bosco Congo Congo
Sc. KIANGA MBULUKU* Jean-Claude Congo Congo
Sc. KATOBO SANGOL* Patrick Congo Congo
Sc. KAJINGULU BIPENDU* Auguste Congo Congo
Sc. PONCE DIAZ* Jose U.S.A. U.S.A.
Fr. ROSEBAUGH Lawrence Guatemala U.S.A.
Fr. ROCHELEAU Leo Lesotho N.D.-du-Cap
Fr. ADEMMER Ludger Central Province S.A. Cent. Eur. Prov.
Fr. DE PORTZAMPARC Jacques Cameroun France
Sc. IGBOZURIKE CHIDURUO* Alexius Cameroun Cameroun
Fr. SICKING Heinrich Assumption Cent. Eur. Prov.
Sc. RAMIADAMANANA* Jean Madagascar Madagascar

13.05 Sc. ZIELINSKI* Aleksander Ukraine Ukraine
Sc. ZANIAMONSKI* Dymitr Bielorussie Bielorussie
Sc. MIELCAREK* Blazej Poland Poland
Sc. WNEK* Andrzej Poland Poland
Sc. ALBINIAK* Andrzej Poland Poland

14.05 Sc. DEMBEK* Pawel Poland Poland
Sc. KRAUZE* Lukasz Poland Poland

01.06 Sc. OBOITE* Clement Cameroun Cameroun
Bro. LOSKA Grzegorz Poland Assumption
Bro. MWIMBUTWENA* Gustave Congo Congo
Sc. JAYANTHA* Meno Basti Jaffna Jaffna
Sc. AMALRAJ* Amirthanathar Jaffna Jaffna

06.07 Fr. McCLUSKEY Peter Northern Province S.A. Anglo-Irish
Fr. ECKLBAUER Günther Cent. Eur. Prov. Pakistan
Fr. LEPICH Piotr Cameroun Poland
Sc. CANO GARCIA* Cruz Guatemala Guatemala
Sc. JOSEPH* Jean Haïti Haïti
Sc. OWONO NDIH* Ferdinand Cameroun Cameroun
Sc. OBIALOR* Vincent Cameroun Cameroun

20.07 Fr. ULLRICH David U.S.A. China
19.10 Bro. DE JESUS FILHO* Jose Brazil Brazil

Fr. FRANCISCO DE SOUZA* Macario Brazil Brazil
Sc. PEREIRA SOBRINHO* Antonio Brazil Brazil
Sc. SANTOS* Pedro Brazil Brazil
Sc. ARAÚJO DA SILVA* Jose Brazil Brazil
Sc. TAVARES* Ednaldo Brazil Brazil
Sc. CARRASCO ROJAS* Roberto Peru Peru
Sc. PERERA* Wanni Colombo Colombo
Sc. SHRINATH* Don Colombo Colombo
Sc. CIMPOEŞU* Damian Romania Romania
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Deaths and Departures

Deaths in 2009: 110 (99 Priests, 10 Brothers, 1 Scholastic) 
2008: 91    2007: 113    2006: 92    2005:94    2004: 113    2003:102    2002:121    2001:101   

Departures reported in  2009:49      (11 priests, 35 scholastics, 3 Brothers)
  2008: 75     (16 priests, 54 scholastics, 5 Brothers)
  2007: 85     (19 priests, 64 scholastics, 2 Brothers)
  2006: 67     ( 8 priests, 56 scholastics, 3 Brothers)
  2005: 60     ( 8 priests, 48 scholastics, 4 Brothers)

2009: breakdown of who left, as below.
-30 scholastics did not renew their temporary vows. 
-2 scholastics were granted a dispensation from temporary vows by the Superior General.
-3 scholastics and 3 Brothers were dispensed by the Holy See from perpetual vows.
-1 priest was dismissed from the Congregation.
-2 priests were laicized.
-4 priests were incardinated into a diocese.
-3 priests were incardinated “ad experimentum”
-1 priest was temporarily incardinated.

Oblates in First Formation
(reported as of 22 January 2010)

Year Scholastics Bros. In
Temp. vows

First
Vows

Perpetual
Vows Ordinations

2009 632 28 *104 **76 46
2008 698 27 89 74 64
2007 675 29 115 55 69
2006 723 30 156 71 50
2005 682 27 121 50 63
2004 671 28 129 66 63
2003 643 36 132 67 63
2002 657 29 130 78 76
2001 622 34 112 68 59
2000 638 41 114 60 59

*of whom 87 in 2009, 16 in 2008, and 1 in 2006.
**of whom 70 in 2009, 3 in 2008, and 3 in 2007.

Fr. IOLLO Giancarlo N.D.-du-Cap Italy
Fr. DOMINGUEZ Patricio U.S.A. Spain

24.10 Sc. SWARTZ* Ewen Natal Natal
Fr. MICHAL Jean Haïti France

27.10 Bro. BAMO GASTOING* Simon Cameroun Cameroun
Sc. MORASTIL* Irvin Philippines Philippines
Fr. NOWAK Tadeusz Assumption Gen. Admin.

11.11 Fr. CHIBESA* Chishimba Zambia Zambia
Fr. EKO Okom Lesotho Congo
Sc. DE LUCENA SOARES* Carlos Brazil Central Brazil Central

14.11 Sc. COC CHÉ* Santiago Guatemala Guatemala
Fr. SUSAI Jesu India Lacombe
Fr. RIBAUCOURT Jean-Marie Congo Belg./Neth.

19.11 Fr. SERGENT Joseph Cameroun France
23.11 Sc. ROBINSON* Robert Jaffna Jaffna

Sc. NIRMALARAJAN* Pakiyanathan Jaffna Jaffna
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Letter of Father General about Haiti

15 January 2010

Dear Brother Oblates and associates, dear friends,

Through Information OMI, I want to let our Oblates in 
Haiti know that the members of the General Council, 
gathered here in Rome in plenary session, and myself, 
and as I believe all the Oblates around the world, 
stand in solidarity with them at this diffi cult time of 
the earthquake. Many Oblates and friends approach 
us for news and they ask how they can help. 

We have not yet been able to establish contact 
with Port-au-Prince. We have learned that 
Scholastic Brother Weedy Alexis has died in 
the catastrophe, among the many, many other 
victims. Our prayers and sympathies go to his 
family and the Oblate community. Thousands 
fi nd themselves trapped, wounded or without 
shelter and need assistance; many of them are 
relatives and friends of our confreres.

It seems that the rest of our Oblates have not been 

Latin America

HAITI
Scholastic killed in earthquake

We have learned the sad news that one of the victims 
of the devastating earthquake in Haiti is a 28 year old 
scholastic, Brother Weedy ALEXIS. He was found 
dead under the rubble of the Center of Studies for 
Religious after the January 12 earthquake.

General Councillor, Fr. Loudeger MAZILE, says 
that other Oblates and scholastics in the ruined 
city have survived.

Fr. Fred CHARPENTIER, who works in Les 
Cayes, about 100 miles from the epicenter, 
reports that damage in the Les Cayes region was 
much less than in Port au Prince. 

The Les Cayes region includes the Proje Espwa 
(Project Hope) orphanage run by Fr. Marc 
BOISVERT. On Fr. Marc’s blog, we read the 
story of one of the women who works at the 
orphanage: “Joey Lamarre's mother is one of 

our housemothers. She spoke to Joey who was 
in class when the earthquake struck yesterday. 
His professor and two of Joey's classmates were 
killed as the walls of the university crashed down. 
Joey was hurt and was buried for six hours but 
he was fi nally freed and brought to a temporary 
clinic. He may have serious injuries and his mom 
is going to Port-au-Prince to be with him.” (http://
pwojeespwa.blogspot.com/)

Bro. Clausel GERMEIL, who lives at the provincial 
house in Port au Prince, e-mailed that he was 
teaching in a school at the time of the earthquake. 
The school totally collapsed on him and the 
students. He was not severely injured. Damage at the 
provincial house was in a section mostly of offi ces 
and not where the Oblates live. The theology house 
next door was completely destroyed.

harmed. We know that the theologate building has 
been destroyed, the new part of the provincial house 
as well, and the homes of many people the Oblates 
know. Our General Treasurer is sending out a letter 
with some explanations to help those who wish to 
direct donations to the Province of Haiti in response 
to the disaster. Please contact him directly if you 
wish more specifi c information. Our Oblates on the 
ground are the closest to the needs, and St. Eugene 
de Mazenod will inspire in them ways to employ the 
right means in the right place.

By our prayers and solidarity, let us accompany 
all those who suffer. Being close to them is being 
close to Christ. This is also a moment to realize 
that we are one family with the Oblates in Haiti, 
united through our faith, our charism and our 
commitment to the poor and most abandoned.

With fraternal greetings

Fr. Wilhelm Steckling, OMI
Superior General
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HAITI
Letters from the provincial to Father General

15 January 2010

Good morning, Father General,

I am using what is left of the battery charge on 
my laptop to write you this message. You have 
certainly learned that on Tuesday, 12 January 
2010, at 4:53 p.m., a violent earthquake (a 
magnitude of 7.3 on the Richter scale) passed 
through Haiti and has practically destroyed the 
city of Port-au-Prince.

Most of the big buildings have collapsed.

The provincial house was seriously damaged and 
the new construction (the annex) has collapsed.

The scholasticate has also caved in. The two 
formators (Frs. Muscadin and Almonor) as well 
as the two scholastics who were there (Ronel and 
Johnny), and Fr. Jean-François Printemps who 
was visiting there, are safe and sound.

The other scholastics were at a conference 
at CIFOR, being presented by a Brazilian 
doctor. The CIFOR building collapsed and 
the conference presenter died, as well as an 
Oblate scholastic, Weedy Alexis, and a Spiritan 
scholastic, Stéphane Dougé. Presently, the 
minibus of the Monfortain scholastics is blocked 
under the debris, with 14 passengers aboard, 9 of 
them Montfortains. They can do nothing, up to 
this point, to rescue them. One of them is alive 
for his voice can be heard and they are talking 
with him, but that is all that can be done.

It’s a catastrophe, total devastation in Haiti. 
Since Wednesday evening, the inhabitants of 
Port-au-Prince have to sleep under the stars, as 
do we, for there are aftershocks from time to 
time. Everyone is afraid and we do what we can 
to take precautions.

There are no means of communication or of 
information. With a bit of luck, the telephone 
might work. I have not yet been able to 

communicate with our confreres in the province.
There is no electricity, no water at the provincial 
house, no internet. I imagine that it is the same 
situation just about everywhere in Port-au-Prince.

Yesterday, Father Loubeau and I were obliged to 
go out onto the streets to get to the scholasticate. 
Everywhere there is crying, weeping and wailing. 
The streets are piled high with dead bodies.

There were other collapsed buildings: the Port-
au-Prince archbishop’s residence, the National 
Palace, the Cathedral, Sacred Heart church, the 
Major Seminary at Turgeau, the Major Seminary 
for philosophy at Cazeau, the Episcopal church of 
the Holy Trinity and several other large churches 
and schools, Catholic and Protestant.

It was only yesterday morning that they were able 
to retrieve the remains of Mons. Joseph Serge 
Miot, Archbishop of Port-au-Prince. The Vicar 
General is still under the debris: they no longer 
hear his voice. A professor at the Major Seminary 
at Turgeau and three seminarians were trapped 
inside the seminary. No one can hear them.

Up to this point, they have named eight dead 
among the seminarians of Cazeau. (But the 
Oblates at Blanchard and Sibert have been 
spared).

Some aid arrived yesterday morning from 
the United States, France and the Dominican 
Republic. But they cannot do much because there 
are still the aftershocks. They are saying that the 
aftershocks should end by Friday evening.

The deceased Oblate scholastic had to be buried 
yesterday afternoon together with the Spiritan, 
in the courtyard of the Spiritans (their church 
and their house were also destroyed). There is 
no functioning morgue. There is still no help. 
This morning at 8 o’clock, we are going to have 
a funeral service together with the Spiritans.

You can understand, Fr. General, that the 
damages must be immense. One still cannot 
estimate them, even though the Prime Minister 
has spoken of about 100,000 deaths. The total 
is much worse than that for there are still the 
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wounded, the disappeared and the material 
damages. Several priests, brothers and religious 
women are unaccounted for.

Fr. General, this was simply an attempt to 
describe for you what we are experiencing. 
Because I must hurry so as not to use up the 
battery, you can understand that I am unable to 
tell you everything or respect formalities.

Thank you for your understanding and your 
solidarity.

We know that you are thinking of us and that you 
are lifting us up in prayer to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, our 
helping mother.

Fr. Gasner Joint, omi

18 January 2010

Dear Father General and Council,
Dear Brother Oblates,
Dear friends,

I am in a cybercafé (in a less damaged area 
of Pétion-Ville) to read your messages. Many 
thanks for your support. There are three of us 
here: Frs. Maxime Eugène, Albert Cator and I. 
Besides the information that I have already sent 
and which can be read on the Oblate internet 
site (www.omiworld.org), we are now in the 
process of evacuating Port-au-Prince. Some 
residents of the provincial house have already 
left for Mazenod, Camp-Perrin. The scholastics 
in theology have been sent to Oblate parishes 
on the Southern Coast. Those in philosophy are 
waiting for the opportunity to move to the North.

Our sympathy goes out to the Oblates who 
have lost members of their family. For most of 
the other Oblates from Haiti, their close family 
members are relatively all right and have found 
shelter somewhere. In Port-au-Prince, everyone 
is still sleeping outside, a situation that will most 
likely last at least another month. Now there is 
the exodus towards other towns.

There is no hope of being able to return to 

academic activities this year in Port-au-Prince, 
nor even for public life, since most of the state 
offices and commercial establishments have 
either collapsed or have become unusable.

We are planning to move the administrative 
center of the Province to a safer city, but for 
that, we are awaiting for specialists to better 
assess the situation, for they are foreseeing an 
eventual dominos effect in the other cities as 
well. And then we need to save what we can at 
the provincial house and the theology house.

The government has decreed a state of emergency 
and a month of national mourning (January 
17-February 17). It is also promising rapid 
steps to bring into operation the banks, the 
communications services and the service stations, 
but we are still waiting for that to happen.

Again, thanks to Father General and his 
councilors, to all our Oblate confreres and our 
friends for your support. 

United in prayer in Jesus Christ and Mary 
Immaculate,

Fr. Gasner Joint, omi

22 January 2010

Dear brother Oblates, 
Dear friends, 

Once again I want to thank each one of you 
for your words and acts of sympathy on the 
occasion of the earthquake. I am sorry I have 
to send another collective message – some are 
complaining they have not received a personal 
email. Please understand that, deprived of regular 
means of communication; I didn’t have any other 
choice than giving the priority to the most urgent 
needs. There is no electricity in Port-au-Prince. 
Besides that, I had to organize the moving of 
about 30 Oblates from the capital.

I moved to Les Cayes yesterday with two 
members of the administration (the Bursar 
who presently doesn’t feel so well and the 
Director of the Provincial House). In the 
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City of Les Cayes, and in the community of 
Charpentier which welcomes us, we have 
electricity (and consequently the possibility of 
internet connection) only from 7 pm to 5 am. 
Sure, we are trying to improve our situation, for 
instance to temporarily relocate the provincial 
administration offi ce to a place where it can be 
more functional. But we don’t expect things will 
begin right away to run on wheels for us as, while 
the majority of those we left in Port-au-Prince 
cannot even eat or sleep. In other words, we are 
trying to do our best, but for the moment we are 
here in this community sharing their life, their 
facilities as well as their needs.  

I want to express the gratitude of the Oblates in 
Haiti to all those, individuals and organisms, who 
gave or offered fi nancial assistance for debris 
removal, rebuilding, restructuring or relocating. 
We highly appreciate your solidarity with us 
in this catastrophic situation. And be sure that 
your donations will be most welcome. But in 
this messy rush in which we fi nd ourselves, we 
cannot yet evaluate our needs in terms of project 
or application.  Our country is destroyed, and so 
are our Churches, schools and formation houses. 
The Oblate scholasticate for theology collapsed; 
so did the building that housed the provincial 
administration offi ces. The provincial house is 
severely damaged. 

Thanks be to God, many sectors of the international 
community hurried to the population’s rescue 
right after the tragedy. But it’s not over yet, since 
we are still in the aftershock period, and we don’t 
know for how long.

To any person or organism ready to help us, I 
suggest that you send your contribution to the 
following bank account:

Bank Name: TD Banknorth 
Bank Address: 32 Mammoth Road, Lowell, 
MA 01854
ABA number or Swift code: 211370545
Account Number: 02-5406296. 
Favor of: Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate in Haiti 

And we will keep a record of all the expenses in 

order to let everyone know how their donation 
helped us cope with this terrible nightmare that 
suddenly plunged all our families, institutions 
and plans for the future into the abyss. So, what 
we lost is beyond all estimation.

But we have not lost Faith, Hope and Love. 
We know God, though in a mysterious way, is 
walking at our side. And we ask Him to keep on 
protecting us and abundantly bless all our friends 
and benefactors.

Fr. Gasner Joint, omi

HAITI
Oblates’ Pwoje Espwa accepts 100 more 
orphans

Haiti's largest orphanage has agreed to welcome 
over 100 orphans to their village. Named Pwoje 
Espwa Sud (Project Hope South), the orphanage 
is located near Les Cayes and is already home 
to more than 650 abandoned children. The 
director of the orphanage, Oblate Father Marc 
BOISVERT stated that, “With our staff of 250 
and over 140 acres, we have the capacity to 
handle the extra children left helpless because 
of this devastation.” The orphans will be coming 
from Leogane, a town just a few miles west of 
the earthquake's epicenter. 

Pwoje Espwa also feeds and educates 1200 other 
local children. This requires a total preparation 
and serving of over 4000 meals each day. 
Boisvert said, “There was a point where we didn't 
know where our next meal was coming from but 
we are starting to see supplies arrive in now.”

Funding for Pwoje Espwa is largely provided 
by Free the Kids, a United States non-profi t 
organization. Executive Director Jami Vass 
said:  “We are seeing a rapid increase in interest 
and donations. We believe we will have enough 
fi nancial resources to feed, clothe, house, and 
educate these children, thanks to our most 
generous American friends and the international 
community.”

For further information: www.freethekids.org 
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Africa-Madagascar

NIGERIA
Oblates safe amidst tension

On January 23, 2010, Fr. Cornelius NGOKA, 
provincial of Cameroun, sent the following 
message to Father General about the situation 
in the Mission of Nigeria.

Thanks for your letter. There has been crisis in Jos 
since the 17th of this month and it has gradually 
affected almost all the other parts of the city. 
Despite the curfew imposed by the government, 
many people were reportedly killed between 
Tuesday and Wednesday this week. The Oblates 
in Jebbu Bassa are safe, although there is also 
tension there. Our brothers are obliged to remain 
indoors. One young man from Jebbu Bassa was 
one of the victims during the violence at the 
center of the town last Wednesday. The military 

took control of the security in Jos Tuesday this 
week. According to Fr George IHENACHO, 
superior of the mission, the curfew has been 
relaxed since yesterday to enable people to get 
something to eat. 

I can't really say what caused this crisis for 
there are many versions. What is certain is that 
religious intolerance is growing more and more 
in some northern parts of Nigeria and peaceful 
co-existence between Christians and Muslims 
has become a serious challenge. The Oblates 
working in Jebbu Bassa parish will certainly have 
to deal with some cases of displaced people who 
fl ed their homes. 

As soon as I get more information from our 
brothers, I will update you on how they are 
coping with the situation.

Asia-Oceania

COLOMBO
Fr. Dalston Forbes, OMI: 1926-2010

On January 21, 2010, former General Councilor 
for the Asia-Oceania Region, Fr. Dalston 
FORBES, entered eternal life. He served as 
a member of the Central Government from 
1972 until 1978. Prior to that service, he was 
the second Rector of the National Seminary in 
Ampitiya, Sri Lanka.

His funeral Mass took place on January 23 at 
St. Joseph’s Juniorate Seminary, Kohuwala. 
Presiding at the Mass was the provincial 
of the Colombo Province, Fr. Clement 
WAIDYASAKERA. The homily was preached 
by Fr. Leopold RATNASEKARA. Archbishop 
Malcolm Ranjith of Colombo presided at the fi nal 
prayers of commendation.

A joint message from Fr. Wilhelm STECKLING, 
Superior General; Fr. Oswald FIRTH, Assistant 
General; and Fr. Federico LABAGLAY, General 
Councillor for Asia-Oceania, gives a good 

summary of the many talents of Father Forbes 
and the esteem with which he was regarded.

Dear Father Clement,

In Father Dalston Forbes, we have lost a friend and 
a confrere who has been a source of inspiration 
and a tower of strength, both to the Congregation 
at large, when he served as a General Councilor 
for Asia, and more particularly to Sri Lanka, 
where he was a wisdom figure especially 
during moments of national crisis. We recall the 
important role he played as General Secretary 
of the Major Religious Superiors Conference in 
Sri Lanka where he labored to make Vatican II 
a living reality in the local Church. 

He was one of the fi rst Rectors of Our Lady of 
Lanka National Seminary who was born and bred 
on Sri Lankan soil. There he was revered as a 
prophet and a ‘Guru’ of contemporary times. The 
hundreds of priests and religious who benefi tted 
from his knowledge and wisdom will continue 
to remember him for the intellectual guidance 
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and spiritual nourishment they drew from this 
prayerful man of God. 

We are aware that Fr. Dalston was a man of many 
talents and interests. As a philosopher, he was a 
seeker of the truth. His theological insights were 
well grounded on the Word of God and teachings 
of the Church. And living in a country which 
was till recently riddled with a thirty years war, 
to which he was always very sensitive, he was 
a keen political analyst and champion of peace 
and national harmony. He was a person whom 
both clergy and laity would consult, trust and 
listen to. That brotherly and consoling voice will 

always be remembered by all those who knew 
him and loved him.

The Congregation which he deeply cherished will 
miss him and Sri Lanka will feel his absence.  But 
Dalston belongs to the Lord, and the Lord has 
now called him unto his own with these words: 
“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world!” 

Adieu dear brother, we shall treasure memories 
of you in our hearts and our minds.

Anniversaries for  March 2010

70 Years of religious life
 1940.03.19 07754   Bro. Charles Thirion   France
1940.03.25 07642   Fr. August Bös    Central European Prov.
1940.03.25 07758   Fr. Josef Metzler   Central European Prov.

65 Years of priesthood
1945.03.17 07080   Pref. Apos. Acacio Valbuena  Spain

60 Years of religious life
1950.03.19 09426   Bro. Henri Gagnon   Notre-Dame-du-Cap

60 Years of priesthood
 1950.03.25 07812   Fr. Fortunato Alonso   Spain
1950.03.25 07813   Fr. Gregorio Iriarte   Bolivia
1950.03.25 07811   Fr. Gregorio Ramos   Mexico

50 Years of religious life
1960.03.19 11383   Bro. Marcel Côté   Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1960.03.19 11620   Bro. Paul Travers   France
1960.03.19 11386   Bro. Mauricio Zuyco   Philippines
1960.03.31 10838   Fr. Pedro Rotger   Argentina-Chile

25 Years of priesthood
1985.03.19 12588   Fr. Luciano Murguia   Mexico
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Suffrages for our Deceased

No. 1-11

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Bro. René Darroux France 12/08/1921 Lyon 01/01/2010

Sch. Bro. Weedy 
Alexis Haiti 23/07/1981 Port-au-Prince 12/01/2010

Fr. Joseph Pillain France 27/06/1924 Marseille 18/01/2010

Fr. Ignace Vermeersch France 13/07/1929 Beaucamps Ligny 18/01/2010

Fr. Dalston Forbes Colombo 15/10/1926 Nugegoda 21/01/2010

Fr. Karl Struve Natal 21/11/1922 Durban 22/01/2010

Bro. Marcel Éthier N.D. du Cap 07/02/1922 Richelieu 22/01/2010

Fr. Jean Marsan OMI Lacombe 11/03/1916 St. Albert 26/01/2010

Fr. William Hagen United States 5/12/1935 Belleville 27/01/2010

Fr. Helmut Hofmann Central European 
Prov. 30/03/1933 Pöchlarn 30/01/2010

Fr. Edward Coleman United States 03/10/1927 Belleville 02/02/2010

“They are before God, bearing the sign, the kind of character proper to our Institute, the vows common to all its 
members, the fi rm habit of the same virtues.  We are linked to them by the bonds of a special charity.  They are still 
our brothers and we are theirs.  They now live in our mother-house, our main residence.  The prayers and the love 
they retain for us will one day draw us to them and we shall live in our place of rest together with them.” (Letter of 
Founder to Fr. Courtès, 22 July 1828)


