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Father General’s Missionary Meditation
The Consecrated Vocation and the Campaign against abuse

The priest, the religious is not simply a professional 
person; he is someone who is seen, in some way, as 
being a bridge to God. So much the greater, then, is 
the sorrow when such a person lets us down.

These days, the press is full of reports about  
abuse, and especially abuse by priests and  
religious. After the focus in recent years on  
Canada, the United States and Ireland, now the 
attention of the media is directed also at Holland, 
Austria and Germany . The case of Germany  
touches me personally more than the others  
because it is about my Mother Church, just as it 
is also the Mother Church of the present pope. 
The pope too, as former bishop of Munich, is 
brought to question.

In what follows, I am going to speak in as much 
as I am a priest and a missionary religious. Three 
things come to my heart and to my mind.

First of all, I recognize with sorrow that sexual and 
physical abuse against dependent persons is a crime 
and is all the worse when it is a questions of minors. 
Such an assault can deeply disturb a person for life. 
Personally, it makes me ill to hear of such cases and 
I would like to ask pardon in the name of the Church 
because we have not been able to better protect these 
innocents and persons who trusted us.

Secondly, I must make the observation that there 
is unfairness in many of these accusations. For 
many years, I have been asking myself, and not 
only I, if the special attention given to the Church 
in this matter is not unfair. In mid-March, Joerg-
Uwe Hahn, the Justice Minister for the German 
state of Hesse, said that since the year 2000,  
in the state, they have investigated 54 cases of 

sexual abuse committed by teachers, priests  
and members of recreational club staf fs (in all 
of Germany, there are 300 accusations of abuse 
against the Catholic Church). In contrast, he said 
that there were 3,832 cases of abuse in Hesse 
in 2008 which did not involve the churches, a 
clear sign that the majority of cases take place 
in families.1

We note, therefore, that yes, in these public opinion 
campaigns, not everything is just and balanced,  
and that raises questions. We note as well that,  
depending on the laws, in the case of those who  
work for the Church, the sums in question can  
be enormous since they are dealing with a lar ge 
institution. The Catholic Church in the United States 
of America has paid as much as a billion and a half 
dollars in compensation, and in Ireland, the sum  
will reach hundreds of millions as well! Will all this 
money reach where it is most needed? One must  
keep in mind that these payments not only punish  
the guilty Catholics but also affect many others of 
the faithful; we think too of the selling of churches 
and the repercussions on many missionary and  
social activities, including abroad, in the poorest  
countries.

I thought that all of this needed to be said as 
well, to put the matter in perspective. We need 
to defend equal treatment for everyone.

1 Original English: As to mid-March, in Germany there are 
some 300 abuse claims against the Catholic church.. Joerg-
Uwe Hahn, the justice minister for the German state of Hesse, 
said that since 2000, 54 cases of sexual abuse by teachers, 
priests and recreational club staffers have been investigated in 
the state. In contrast, there were 3,832 abuse cases in Hesse 
in 2008 that did not involve churches, a clear sign that most 
abuse cases occur in families.
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But there’s one more point, a third one. I must 
admit that in a certain sense, public opinion  
is correct in scrutinizing the cler gy and the  
religious with more attention. It’ s normal that 
public persons be looked upon and judged more 
severely, and the media do that routinely: neither 
politicians, nor artists nor athletes can escape it. 
In the case of ministers of the Church, it is natural 
that they be more critical since the Church takes 
a public stance of honesty and integrity.

In the eyes of the faith, one must add the fact 
that abuse by ministers of the Church and by 
religious is not only a crime of public persons 
who profess a lofty ideal, but it is also a scandal. 
It puts an obstacle in the way of faith in God 
and can cause many people to stumble over that 
which is most important in human existence: our 
relationship with God and our openness to His 
Word, the source of life and of resurrection. What 
our Lord Himself says about scandals is serious: 
“Things that cause sin will inevitably occur, but 
woe to the person through whom they occur . It 
would be better for him if a millstone were put 
around his neck and he be thrown into the sea 
than for him to cause one of these little ones to 
sin.” (Luke 17:2) This applies also to those of us 
who hold some authority in the Church and we 
do not prevent abuse. Personally, as a priest and 
religious, I feel ashamed. I also want to offer my 
help so that they can be healed of the wounds that 
have been inf icted, as much as it is still possible.

Furthermore, I want to say that as cler gy and 
religious, we must learn a couple of lessons.

First, we must realize that no one wants to see us 
on a pedestal, pretending that our conduct is f rst 
and foremost always perfect. Everyone wants us 
to be human beings, and if there is sinfulness, 
that must be admitted and the damage must be 
repaired.

On the other hand, we must accept that people 
want to see us close to all, in service of all and 
especially in solidarity with the poor. Instead of 
taking our celibacy as a pretext for separating 
ourselves from normal life, let us live it as a way 
of life that makes everyone our family.

I conclude by saying that this public scrutiny over 
abuse, while it is very harsh and not very balanced, 
must not intimidate us as priests, religious and 
ministers. It must serve to purify us, indeed, and 
make us keep our feet on the ground and not in 
the clouds. Christ told us: “It was not you who 
chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit that will remain.” (Jn 15:16) 
We have consecrated ourselves to a life similar 
to that of Christ, of Mary, of Paul and of so many 
others. It is a beautiful and necessary vocation. 
It is an existence that must give witness to the 
abundant life that is offered us and to its source 
who is Christ, an existence which tells us that 
Easter Sunday is as real as Good Friday.

General Administration

PRECAPITULAR COMMISSION
A facilitator for our Chapter

The Precapitular Commission has engaged the 
services of a facilitator to work with them in  
preparing for the 35 th General Chapter .  He will  
also be available during the Chapter itself in order  
to offer suggestions for ways of handling the day to 
day issues that will come up during the event. He will 
be a valuable and experienced resource, especially  
for the Steering Committee and the Moderators.

Since 1978, the facilitator, Brother Paul Michalenko, 
ST, has been a member of the Missionary Servants 

of the Most Holy Trinity, a congregation of priests 
and Brothers founded in the United States in the  
early 20th century. Their charism is to help Catholics 
become missionaries in their daily lives. In cities  
and towns throughout the United States, Puerto  
Rico, Mexico, Costa Rica and Colombia, their  
mission is to preserve and strengthen the faith;  
while ministering to the spiritually neglected and  
abandoned, especially the poor.

Brother Paul has served as a facilitator and  
organizational consultant to many Church and 
nonprof t groups over the past twenty-f ve years. 
He has worked with many men and women’ s 
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religious congregations, facilitating restructuring 
processes, assemblies, chapters and pastoral  
planning. He has also worked with parish staf fs 
and dioceses in their strategic planning processes. 
He is on staf f at Catholic Theological Union in 
Chicago where he serves as a teacher for the  
Institute of Religious Formation.

From 1995 until 2004, Brother Paul was a member 
of his congregation’s General Council, facilitating 
mission planning, and an international formation 
program. He has also been Novice Director and 
Director of a lay formation center. He has a PhD 
degree from Benedictine University in Illinois, 
where his research topic was a comparative case 
study of the processes and results of restructuring 
men’s religious congregations in the US.

The Precapitular Commission was especially  
pleased with Brother Paul’ s help during their  
recent March 1-5 meeting in Rome. He is helping 
the Commission to formulate a proposed plan 
for the day to day organization of the Chapter in 
such a way that it will keep a focus on the theme 
of conversion. They want it to be a prayerful  
and contemplative experience and not simply an 
administrative assembly.

PRECAPITULAR COMMISSION
More news about the Chapter

A new member of the Commission

Former Oblate Vicar General, Fr . Daniel  
CORIJN, has been appointed by Fr . General in 
Council to replace Fr . Omar FRIEDRICH as a 
commissioner. Still recovering from injuries he 
received in a fall at the scholasticate in Argentina, 
Omar was advised by his doctors not to travel. 
Consequently, he would not be able to attend  
meetings of the Commission.

When Daniel finished his mandate as Vicar 
General in 1998, he returned to South Africa 
where he became president of St. Joseph’ s 
Theological Institute in Cedara. Two years ago, he 
returned to Rome where he now serves as Rector 
of St. Paul’s College, an institution of the Sacred 
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, 
where student priests reside as they pursue higher 

studies in the Roman universities. He was born 
in Belgium and, after his ordination in Rome 
in 1967 at the International Scholasticate, he  
received his f rst obedience for the Delegation of 
West Transvaal (now part of the Central Province 
of South Africa).

Auxiliary personnel for the Chapter

The list of auxiliary personnel to help with the 
35th General Chapter is almost complete. When 
all of the needed positions have been f lled, the 
list will be posted on www .omiworld.org. The 
Precapitular Commission is most grateful to the 
Oblates who have agreed to share their time and 
talent with the capitulars, serving as translators, 
secretaries, liturgists, hospitality coordinators, 
technicians, etc. They will come from all f ve 
Regions of the Congregation. Some scholastics 
from the International Scholasticate in Rome  
and the Italian Scholasticate in Vermicino will 
also lend a hand.

Internet and E-mail

In this age of easy access to news and information 
over the internet, the Precapitular Commission is 
grateful for the service of the webmaster of our 
Oblate web site, Fr. Nino BUCCA. By clicking 
on the Chapter logo at www.omiworld.org, one 
can already f nd various documents from both the 
Precapitular Commission and the Government 
Committee. More documents will appear in  
coming months, including the Unit reports  
received by the Commission and the curriculum 
vitae of the capitulars. Some of these documents 
will be in the reserved section of the site and will 
require the user name and password.

There are already three issues of OMI 
Documentation on line, containing articles  
related to the Chapter theme of conversion.  
Further articles will appear in April and May . 
These thoughtful articles are meant to stimulate 
ref ection and discussion about conversion, not 
only among capitulars but among all Oblates and 
their lay associates.

The General Chapter of 2004 began using  
e-mail to communicate with the capitulars. This 
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is the case again for the 35 th General Chapter . 
Not only does this method assure almost  
instantaneous reception of communications  
from the Precapitular Commission. It is makes 
for a tremendous financial savings for the  

Congregation and, ecologically speaking, it saves 
trees from being turned into paper! The capitulars 
are also being encouraged to bring their portable 
computer to the Chapter.

Latin America

CHILE
The Oblates are safe

On March 2, 2010, Fr. Wladimir ROJAS, the 
provincial of Argentina-Chile, wrote to Fr. 
General after the recent earthquake in Chile.

Fr. Guillermo, thank you for your words  
of support. Thanks be to God, the Oblates,  
especially our elders, are f ne. They bravely 
weathered this natural catastrophe. The epicenter 
was more than 500 km. south of Santiago. Just 
the same, the earthquake was clearly felt in  
Santiago. The three communities of Oblates in 
Santiago are doing well.

As for the laity, in Santiago, they were not too 
badly hit by the earthquake. Thanks be to God, 
they suf fered only a bad scare; it’ s nothing  
compared to what the people in the south  
experienced.

Thank you, Fr. Guillermo, for your prayers.

HAITI
The Situation after the earthquake

A presentation to the assembly of the 
Interprovincial Conference of Latin America.

01. In this presentation we, the three participants 
from Haiti: Phaniel NEPTUNE, Ellince  
MARTYR and Gasner JOINT , who were not  
able to be present in Asunción for the CIAL  
meetings, would like to share with our brothers 
from the Region our feelings and a vision of 
the situation of the country after the infamous 
earthquake which plunged it into the abyss. 

02. Our f rst thought at seeing so much destruction, 
so much violence and so many bodies on the 
night of January 12 consisted in realizing the 

fragility of life and the weakness of humanity.

03. When the neighbors began to group themselves 
and form cells of solidarity in order to share the little 
they had left (like water, food, clothing and blankets 
for the night), we began to understand the strength  
of human solidarity. In reality, the f rst help came  
from the victims themselves. The survivors began 
helping each other some time before the arrival of  
any formal help. However, they couldn’t do much, 
due to their lack of resources. 

04. At the same time, those solidarity cells  
became prayer groups which spent the whole  
night praising God and asking His mercy for  
the country, with no religious distinctions. The 
prayer and talks by occasional preachers were 
interrupted at times by the cry of the name of 
Jesus every time there was an aftershock: about 
f fty, that night alone. Those groups have not  
dispersed to this day. 

05. This is the context into which international 
help arrived. First came the Americans, then  
the Canadians, the French, the Dominicans, etc. 
(Many Latin American countries were already 
present). They brought food and f rst aid products 
and were acclaimed as saviors by the people. 
They spent many days attempting to retrieve  
from under the ruins the living and the dead.  
Unfortunately, there are places where people  
complained that they had not seen any help.

06. On the one hand, the government complains 
that international aid is not going through their 
channels, but rather through the NGOs. On  
the other hand, the people are learning from  
experience that there is little to hope for from 
their political leaders in times of crisis. 

07. From the point-of-view of the Church,  
although facing the death of an archbishop,  
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dozens of priests, some religious men, numerous 
religious women, many seminarians and  
scholastics, and despite the destruction of the 
great majority of churches and seminaries and 
other formation centers, there are many attempts 
to maintain a prophetic presence among the  
affected and displaced.

08. The Haitian Bishops Conference met some 
days after the disaster to develop a message of 
hope for the people who more than ever need 
direction in their Christian faith. There are many 
preachers from other religions who roam the  
streets and take advantage of the possibilities 
offered by the means of social communication 
to feed superstition and fear by blaming it all 
on the certain wrath of God. They ur ge the  
people to leave Catholicism to become part of 
their sects in order to avoid God’ s punishment. 
In their message, the bishops explained that  
the earthquake is a natural disaster and not a  
punishment from God. But it is an event that calls 
us to change our mentality, to come closer to the 
Lord and to better appreciate the free gift of life. 

09. The Holy Father has named Bishop Joseph 
Lafontant as the head and new Apostolic 
Administrator of the Archdiocese of Port-au-
Prince. He has already held three meetings  
with his priests and one with the Conference of 
Religious. In all these meetings, he points out that 
the Church is a great victim of the earthquake, 
that the clergy are on the streets and it is there 
that they celebrate the Eucharist together with 
the faithful; and that the seminarians lost almost 
all they had and were left under the rubble.  
Nevertheless, he doesn’ t for get to mention  
that solidarity is very present in the country , a 
solidarity that comes from all sides. This could 
help us take the catastrophe and transform it into 
the possibility for a greater agreement among 
ourselves. It can be the providential occasion for 
the Church to be closer to the people. 

10. All recognize that this situation forces us  
to implement a very important decision from  
the continental mission of Aparecida: a coming 
together in small communities of faith and life. 
It is true that it is an unstable situation, but as 

the people themselves say, the Lord who made 
crosses made backs also.  

11. The Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Bernadito 
Auza, participated in the meeting of the  
Conference of Religious. He communicated his 
sympathy and the Supreme Pontif f’s paternal  
concern. He invites us to perseverance and hope, 
saying that God can write straight with crooked 
lines. He promises to f nance the regrouping of 
seminarians from the f rst three years of theology. 
He gave to the president of the Conference  
of Religious a check for the rebuilding of the 
building where the Conference’ s of f ces were 
located. He also made a commitment to help f nd 
f nancing for the education of the students whose 
families left the capital to live in rural areas. For 
this reason he asks those responsible for schools 
run by Congregations to accept these students 
without hesitation. 

12. We, the Oblates of Haiti, are doing everything  
possible in our respective areas to accompany 
spiritually, psychologically and economically  
those injured, displaced or traumatized. But our  
possibilities are limited. Fortunately , the whole  
Congregation, through its dif ferent Units came to  
our help. We take this opportunity to thank one  
more time the Oblates of the Region, as well as the 
Congregation, for their prayers and f nancial support 
for the rebuilding of our country and our Province.  

13. We also thank the Units with formation houses 
who offered to welcome some of our scholastics 
who lost their residence, books and personal  
effects, and their formation center (CIFOR). In 
reality we are challenged by that spontaneous 
impulse of generosity and compassion. In fact, 
we foresee taking advantage of these of fers to 
send one or another to study abroad, although 
we prefer the idea of CIFOR to allow them to 
live in Haiti the experience of the people they 
will have to accompany in the future as pastors.  

14. What is planned for the scholastics in  
the country is the following: we want to take 
advantage of this new situation to articulate  
theological reflection with lived experience.  
Short term: from Easter until July , we thought 
about restarting the program with those in the 
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fourth year, since little is left to f nish. The rest 
will remain in parishes where they are already  
located and we will send them articles to read and  
work to do concerning the present situation. Some  
professors will go to meet with them periodically . 
Long term: we will formalize in more detail this  
experience as we plan the rebuilding of CIFOR, with 
the hope that the government will move toward a  
possible reconf guration of Port-au-Prince. 

15. This event has, as positive consequences: a 
greater solidarity among the dif ferent parts of 
the country, a renewed enthusiasm for prayer in 
all parishes and the desire to share with others. 

16. Life doesn’t stop. The Spirit of the Father and 
the Son continues to animate the Church so that 
it will be always of greater service and prophetic, 
so that it will be the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world, yeast in the dough for the rebuilding 
of the new Haiti already being proclaimed. 

PARAGUAY
CIAL Assembly

In Latin America, we are 450 Oblates in  
15 countries. The superiors make up the  
Interprovincial Conference of Latin America 
(CIAL). They come together in assembly every 
18 months.

The executive group is made up of Miguel FRITZ 
(president), Mingo DIMEO (V ice-president), 

Roger HALLÉE (treasurer), and the newly  
elected secretary is José Manuel SANTIAGO, 
successor of Vicente LOUWAGIE.

This time, the assembly took place in Paraguay. 
From 22-26 February, 17 Oblates met at a lovely 
retreat house; included were the delegates for 
September’s General Chapter where the new  
Superior General will be elected.

Of course, that was one of the themes which we 
dealt with during this session. There will be 11 
capitulars to represent the subcontinent. There 
were important conversations about the changes 
proposed for the General Administration. What 
is signi f cant about this Chapter is the theme  
which is directly related to “conversion.” What 
will Latin America bring to the discussion, taking 
into account the “Aparecida” document?

New structures, whether of provinces or of the 
Central Government, were topics of discussion.

It was a shame that the three capitulars from Haiti 
could not arrive at the meeting, even though they 
had managed to leave their country.

The fraternal gathering closed with a Mass in 
the Basilica of Caacupé, the national shrine of 
Paraguay. We were very cordially greeted by  
Bishop Claudio Giménez, who stayed with us 
for several hours. (P. Miguel Fritz, OMI)

Africa-Madagascar

NIGERIA
More violence!

On March 9, Fr. Cornelius NGOKA, provincial 
of Cameroun, informed Father General about the 
most recent violence near the Oblates’ mission in 
Nigeria. Violent clashes in the Plateau State of 
Nigeria have led to the death of more than 2,000 
people since 2001. On the weekend of March 7, 
2010, the fi ght between Muslims and Christians 
intensifi ed, leaving hundreds dead. 

Dear Father General,

Thank you for your prayers. Violence returns to 
Jos, barely f ve weeks after violent clashes cost 
the lives of more than 300 persons. This time, it 
was another planned action, well-organized and 
perpetrated by the Fulani Muslim herdsmen who 
wanted to make an end, once and for all, of the 
people of three villages south of Jos. Some 480 
bodies were buried yesterday in a common grave. 

Why all this violence? Why should innocent  
people pay the price for the political intrigues of 
certain arrogant leaders? Why doesn’t the State 
manage to protect its citizens? Once again, they 
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will arrest some young delinquents and hand  
them over to justice while the real responsible 
parties, the commanders, are going to continue 
their scheming to destabilize the country in the 
name of religion.

Our confreres have not been touched by these 
events. The mission superior (Fr . Geor ge 
Chidi IHEANACHO) is currently traveling in 
the southern part of Nigeria … and he cannot 
get back to Jos until conditions will allow it.  
Yesterday, I was able to speak with Fr . Kevin 
ELENDU, pastor of the Oblate parish in Jos  
and Fr. Cornelius NNABUIFE, in charge of the 
formation house. They are f ne and prefer staying 
at home, out of prudence.

We hope that the central government can look at the 
situation head on and de f ne some clear strategies  
in order to put an end to this situation. They need 
to f nd some real solutions to the real problems of  
peaceful cohabitation among dif ferent peoples. In  
order to arrive at that, our prayers are crucial so that 
hearts might be converted.

NIGERIA
A 20th anniversary

The Oblate feast of 17 th February was this year  
anticipated to the 16th in the Oblate world as the 17th 
February fell on an Ash Wednesday. The Nigeria 
Oblate mission joined other Oblates in the world  
to thank God for the 184th anniversary of the papal 
approval of our Congregation and its Constitutions 
and Rules. This year ’s celebration was unique as  
the mission celebrated 20 years. The celebration  
focused on the implications and challenges of the  
17th February for the Nigeria mission. As over  
a distance of 800 kms separates the two Oblate  
missions in Nigeria, the Oblates in the south-east  
Nigeria gathered in an Oblate-run parish, Saint  
Joseph Catholic Church at Obibi, in the Orlu  
Diocese, to celebrate with their parishioners. In the 
north-central part of the mission, where the Mission 
Superior resides for now, the celebration was spread 
over a three-day ceremony.

It all started on Saturday , the 13 th of February , 
with a debate/quiz organized by the Director of 
the Oblate Centre, Fr . Cornelius NNABUIFE, 

with the Oblate aspirants opposing the youth  
of the Oblate-run parish, Saint Gabriel Catholic  
Church of Jebbu-Bassa. The debate centered on  
current affairs and on religious issues. A lot of youth, 
both boys and girls, turned out for the event. As one 
would expect, the young Oblate aspirants won the  
competition with the score of 31 points against 21  
points scored by the parish youth.

The second day of the festivities was on Sunday, 
the 14 th. It was marked by a novelty football  
match between the same parish youth and the 
Oblate aspirants. The event took place in the  
football pitch of the Oblate Centre in Bassa. This 
time around, the youths of the parish had their 
positive revenge and trashed the Oblate youths 
6 goals to 2. It was an event f lled with lots of 
fun and conviviality. The end of the competition 
was a time of sharing some soft drinks and snacks 
with all those present, including the villagers  
from around the Oblate Centre. Certainly a way 
of sharing the Saint Valentine love!

These activities culminated in the religious  
ceremony of Tuesday, the 16 th of February , in 
the parish centre. In the evening at 4pm, all  
the Oblates in the north-central part of Nigeria 
gathered for a Thanksgiving Mass, the renewal 
of their vows and their consecration to Mary  
Immaculate. The nascent Oblate Lay Associates 
were present and joined in the rededication  
to Mary Immaculate. A good number of  
parishioners also joined in the celebrations.  
By the time we came out from the Eucharistic 
celebration presided over by the Superior of the 
mission, Fr Geor ge Chidi IHEANACHO, the  
compound of the parish house was f lled with 
participants at the Mass. As one would expect, 
we maintained the “Missa-Mensa” relationship 
and invited all present to have a share in the  
fraternal snacks and drinks the mission treasurer, 
Fr Martin OBIKARA, had prepared.

The majority of those who were present was  
made up of youths, a success indeed, as they were 
our target-audience. More so, the mission had 
the vision of availing herself of the occasion of 
the 17th February celebration to reach-out to the 
youths and encourage a vocation to Oblate life. 
This was in line with one of the objectives of the 
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foundation of the Nigeria mission in 1990. This 
was all the more important as the mission was 
also marking her 20 th anniversary of existence 
in Nigeria. One would recall that it was on the 
17th of February 1990 that the pioneer Oblates 
celebrated their send-forth mass in Ngaoundere 
Cameroun and departed for Nigeria.

As we join the Oblate world in celebrating our 
presence in the Universal Church for the past 184 
years, may our Mother Mary Immaculate always 
be by our side to guide and defend us from all 
harm in our ministry with the people of God in 
Nigeria. (Fr George Chidi Iheanacho, omi) 

NAMIBIA
A former Oblate mission turns 100

Fr. Maurus Kakuru KANTANA has passed on to 
OMI Information a communiqué from the current 
pastor of the Nyangana Mission in Namibia, Fr. 
Charles Mikaya.

It has pleased us to inform you that on 23rd May 
2010, Nyangana turns 100.

On 21st May 1910, the Missionary of Oblates of  
Mary Immaculate were welcomed to the territory of 
Hompa Nyangana. This was after several attempts 
to found a Mission Station in the Kavango. 

It is said that Clemence Mbambo, a son of  
Nyangana, who was exposed to school in  
Bechuanaland (present Botswana), inf uenced his 
father to welcome the missionaries. According 
to reliable sources, the missionaries, Fathers  
Joseph GOTTHARD and Augustinus BIEFERT, 
together with a number of Brothers, celebrated 
their f rst Mass on 23rd May 1910.

Nyangana has benef ted a lot with the coming of 
the missionaries. People were introduced to the 
true faith--Christianity. There are 46 outstations. 
Half of them can only be reached with a four -
wheel drive vehicle. With regard to vocations, 
there have been nine nuns, and two priests (Fr . 
Maurus Kantana and the deceased Fr. Servatius 
Kapirik). At one time, there were f ve permanent 
deacons. The f rst school was founded. Many 
Kavangos in different professions were groomed 

here. From humble beginnings, today there  
stands a 120-bed hospital with f ve doctors.

Our Mission is dedicated to the Sacred Heart. 
Prior to a journey which ended successfully by 
their being welcomed in the Gciriku area, the 
f rst missionaries made a novena to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 

Fr. Augustinus Biefert followed Fr . Joseph  
Gotthard (who was appointed Bishop of  
Windhoek Vicariate) as the leader of the Mission 
Station. Fr. Biefert was called to the Father in 
1945. Fr. Laurentius SCHLAG led the station 
till 1957 when he returned to the Father . Fr. 
Mathias BAETSEN, with the help of Fr. Heinrich 
DUTTMANN followed. In 1986, Fr . Hermes  
WIRTH arrived at Nyangana and was later  
succeeded by Fr. Manfred FOERG. Many priests 
and brothers, nuns and lay missionaries served at 
Nyangana. Fr. Foerg was the last Oblate priest. 

We tend to forget our brothers and sisters, the cows. 
They transported the missionaries. They gave 
meat and milk to them. They helped in the work  
of evangelization. Is it not true? Two years back,  
I met the current Nuncio. I asked him whether we  
could initiate the cause of the canonization of these 
cows. Since he was very busy, he said we were to  
talk about it the following day. Unfortunately, I had 
to leave early the following day. I look forward to  
the next opportunity.

SENEGAL
A true Mission Sunday

Mission Sunday, October 18, 2009, was the day  
chosen to inaugurate the new Oblate community  
in Elinkine, in the diocese of Ziguinchor . Father  
Giuseppe GIORDANO, superior of the Oblates in 
Senegal and Guinea Bissau, presided at the Mass  
and installed the new community made up of Father 
Bruno FAVERO and Brother Jean Marie SENE.

In order to respond to the appeal of the local 
Church of Ziguinchor , the Oblates agreed to  
come to Elinkine, to the parish of Saints Yves and 
Claire, which had opened in 1999 with diocesan 
clergy from Ziguinchor . Just 10 years ago, the 
Bishop of Ziguinchor called us to Temento to 
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relieve the Spiritan Fathers, the founders of  
the Church of Casamance and of Senegal. A 
few months after the arrival of the Oblates at 
Temento, in October of 1999, the new diocese 
of Kolda was erected; it included the mission of 
Temento with its Shrine of Our Lady of Peace. 
Ten years later , the diocese of Ziguinchor has 
welcomed us to continue this extraordinary  
adventure of evangelization. Every foundation 
is a work of the Spirit and at the service of the 
local Church that invites us. We will have to  
share our charism and put to the service of this 
Church the gifts which the Oblates bring with 
them: Mission, Evangelization, concern for the 
poor and Marian devotion.

A new adventure is beginning in this corner of the 
world which we call Casamance. We have been 
called to take up the challenges in an area that 
has known years of isolation. To live in isolation 
is dif f cult enough. Add to that a war , poverty 
and the diff culties tied to development and the 
picture is complete. Called by the local Church to 
preach Jesus Christ, we open ourselves to listen 
to the hopes and the suffering of this people. (The 
Oblates of Elinkine)

NATAL
Ngome Shrine Confi ded To Oblates 

The Natal Province has accepted a request from 
the Bishop of Eshowe, Rt Reverend Xolelo 
Thaddeus Kumalo, to take over the running 
of the popular Shrine at Ngome in Zululand. 
Two Oblates will be sent to Ngome after Easter 
for a one year experimental period which will 
hopefully become permanent after that. 

The Ngome Marian Shrine has become one 
of the most popular places of pilgrimage for 
Catholics in Southern Africa. Ngome today is a 
haven of peace for many pilgrims. People feel 
very close to God there. 

At this site, a Benedictine nun, Sister Reinolda 
May, claimed to have experienced ten visions 
of "Mary, Tabernacle of the Most High". She 
subsequently felt a pressing ur ge to spread the 
Message that Mary had brought to her.

During 1989, Bishop Manuset Biyase of Eshowe 
met with Fr. Paul B. DECOCK, then chairperson 
of the Theological Advisory Commission of the 
Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference, 
to discuss the Ngome Affair. 

At their request, Fr . Decock compiled the 
following statement about Ngome: "There is 
nothing objectionable in this (the promotion of 
the sanctuary at Ngome and the veneration of 
Our Lady under the name of Tabernacle of the 
Most High). One does not need divine sanction 
to start a sanctuary and venerate Our Lady . 
Pilgrimages could be allowed even if we are 
not sure of the 'authenticity' of the visions...The 
content of the visions is doctrinally acceptable. 
These views can be put forward in sermons and 
leaf ets...Holiness and the mental sanity of the 
person (who allegedly had visions) are no proof 
that the visions are genuine. The only objective 
criterion would be a miracle, which is seldom 
ascertainable...At this stage the visions cannot 
yet be declared worthy of credibility." (Cf. Paul 
B. Decock, The Ngome Visions, 07-05-90; 
Ngome File). 

Fr Wayne WELDSCHIDT is appointed Rector 
of the Shrine and Fr. Nkululeko MEYIWA will 
be Assistant Rector. 

It is the intention of the Oblates to develop a 
special focus on youth ministry at the Shrine in 
addition to the existing ministry. Fr Meyiwa will 
direct this programme. (OMI NATAL Update 
VOL 7 No 1 January-February 2010)
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Asia-Oceania

KOREA
Celebrating the Chinese Lunar New Year

Fr. Vincenzo BORDO explains an important 
ritual in the life of the Korean people.

Today, February 14, is the beginning of a new 
year for us in Korea: the Year of the Tiger, 
according to the Chinese calendar. On this date, 
early in the morning, it is the custom to celebrate 
in every family the “Ritual of the Ancestors.” It 
is an observance which every f rst-born son must 
do with care, respect and devotion for deceased 
parents. In what does it consist?

To explain it in a few words is not easy because 
it is a complex and important reality; to reduce it 
to a few lines would be to risk not understanding 
the deeper meaning. Maybe that explains why, in 
1500, Fr. Matteo Ricci, the great Jesuit missionary 
in China, an astrologer, mathematician and man 
of great culture, when he spoke of these traditions 
before the Roman Curia, he was misunderstood 
and from that time, Catholics were forbidden 
to celebrate these rituals because they were  
considered to be pagan. The question became 
totally complicated because from that time on, 
China has always seen the Catholic religion as 
an enemy of its own traditions and has blocked 
any rapport with the Church of Rome. Only in 
recent decades have they understood that the  
worship of ancestors is not a form of idolatry 
but rendering of homage to family members who 
have preceded us in heaven and for that reason, it 
is permitted that Catholics too may celebrate it.

And now, on this f rst day of the Year of the Tiger, 
I am getting ready at 7 in the morning to celebrate 
this important ritual of the oriental culture,  
together with the boys of our family home. I have 
seen it done many times but I have never done 
it myself. But today, my expert worker has the 
day off and I must manage to do it myself. That 
is not easy, given the complexity of the action 
which requires much attention to gestures and 
form. A table with two candlesticks must be  
prepared, along with a small tablet on which are 

written the names of the deceased persons and 
bowl for incense. Then, in a set order, one puts 
on the table a lar ge quantity of cooked food to 
offer to the ancestors: steak, chicken, f sh, apples, 
pears, persimmons, candies, chestnuts, wine,  
rice, took-cook (a special soup that is eaten only 
on this occasion), meat patties and pancakes.  
When everything is ready, one bows before this 
altar-table with great devotion, twice touching the 
ground with the forehead; then there is a third but 
less profound bow. One prays in silence for a few 
moments, entrusting to these departed souls all 
of one’s desires and hopes for the new year that 
is about to begin. Together with the boys, I too 
bowed, remembering my loved ones in paradise 
and praying for them.

Then the boys bowed again, forehead to the  
ground, before the oldest one there – in this  
case, me – as a sign of respect; next, after some 
words of best wishes and advice for the new  
year, I gave them a nice “tip”…perhaps the most 
exciting moment for the boys. Afterwards, with 
great joy and happiness, everyone ate together 
those foods that had been of fered and joyfully, 
we celebrated with traditional games. In this way, 
today, celebrating the worship of ancestors with 
my boys, I spent my Chinese New Year. 

Someone could turn up his nose and say: “How 
does a Catholic priest, acting like that, not create 
scandal and confusion in the faith of these young 
Christians?” The God in whom I believe and  
whom the Bible reveals to us is a Great Lord, 
inf nite, omnipotent, who can only smile upon 
a ritual done out of love for one’ s parents who 
have passed on. Jesus would certainly not be  
scandalized by these small gestures that are  
totally human and full of such af fection and  
devotion. For whoever might be puzzled at such 
a statement, I of fer an important clari f cation, 
in a sense strictly technical. Catholicism is not 
primarily a religion, that is, a group of rituals, 
prayers, signs, ethical-moral norms, acts of  
submission to the divine Being whom one must 
follow to the letter with fearful devotion. In  
reality, it is the overwhelming experience of  
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Jesus, risen and alive. It is a life that is lived 
following Him. It is an encounter with a person 
who is alive and present among us.

In fact, the f rst followers of the Lord were never 
preoccupied with founding a new religion but 
only with giving witness to what they had seen 
and lived: that the Messiah whom they had  
loved, after his violent death on the cross, was 
risen and they had seen Him, they had touched 
Him and they had eaten with Him. They had  
had such a wonderful experience that now they 
were teaching everyone, fearlessly , this New  
Way (Acts 16:17; 18:26). In the f rst decades of 
Christianity, the followers of Jesus were known 
as those who followed the “New Way” and no 
one ever mentioned a new religion. (John 14:6)

BANGLADESH
A victory for the Khasi people

The indigenous Khasi people of Bangladesh have 
won a signif cant victory after a long struggle to 
protect the forest on which they depend for their 
survival. The indigenous community organized 
against rampant logging from a local tea estate 
owner who had secured permission to log the 
forest allegedly through his political connections. 
Thousands of trees and many Khasi villages will 
be saved as a result.

The Oblates have been supportive of the efforts 
to protect the forest, with Fr . Joseph GOMES 
working closely with the Khasi people. APRA 
(Adibasi Poribesh Roskhya Andolon or Save  
Indigenous Environment Movement) of BAP A 
(Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon or Bangladesh 
Environment Movement). (OMI USA, February 
2010)

AUSTRALIA
Crossing the “Desert” to the “Promised Land” 

Bro. John Baptist VONG, a Vietnamese scholastic 
studying in Australia, shares his experience of 
the National Oblate Youth Encounter held in 
Adelaide in January 2010.

Fr Mark EDWARDS, Lesley Eksteen and I went 
to Adelaide for the NOYE in a van in 43o C heat. 

We might as well have been crossing the “Desert” 
to the “Promised Land”. Luckily we arrived at 
the promised land safely after a long journey. 

The youth came to the NOYE with dif ferent 
emotions; some of them wanted to enjoy the  
singing and dancing, some wanted to share and 
others wanted to live in the silence of prayer and 
meditation… Whatever they were seeking, the 
youth all got something good from NOYE. The 
heat did not lessen till two days later. Surely, in 
the hot weather , many of the youth must have 
complained to themselves and wondered why 
they were in such a hot place while their friends 
were enjoying their holidays. 

The NOYE began with a Mass at Saint David’s 
Church on January 10 at 5:30 p.m. After 
that, we went to the Nunyara Conference  
Centre to continue our journey. The impressive 
environment in f uenced each of us until cool, 
fresh air f lled South Australia. The weather  
was changing while we were being transformed. 
Suddenly I remembered the book of Exodus  
where it talks about how Moses took the Israelites 
out from Egypt, across the desert to the Promised 
Land. The Israelites complained against Moses 
many times. God had compassion and granted 
them Manna, meat (Ex 16.1-35) and fresh water 
from a rock (Ex 17.1-7). That was a miracle  
which God did for His people. 

Indeed, we had a challenging journey in the  
NOYE; we had to cross the “Desert” to a  
“Promised Land”, our own land; the land of the 
soul, the land of love, the land of unity, the land 
of sharing, the land of peace and happiness in 
Jesus Christ. Many times, I wondered why the 
Oblates chose this place in order to bring youth 
together. It was a long and tiring journey for  
the youth to get to Adelaide from Melbourne, 
Sydney, Perth, or Brisbane. However, the miracle 
which took place for the Israelites also happened 
for us. The Israelites received Manna at the dawn 
of each day; we too enjoyed frost from the dawn 
of Tuesday. The Israelites had quail-meat as a gift 
from God; we too enjoyed singing from some 
birds on that day . The Israelites received fresh 
water from the rock; we too enjoyed fresh air 
and the raining grace of God. 
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I was very happy to participate in the praying, 
sharing and learning, the singing and dancing. 
The praying warmed our frozen souls, increased 
our faith to go into the world. Moreover, it linked 
our hearts together in the love of the Trinity. 
In that place, we were immersed in peace and 
happiness. The sharing and learning opened our 
minds and helped us look at people and society 
more positively. The sacred atmosphere f lled our 
hearts on Tuesday evening with Reconciliation. 
I saw some young people crying that evening. 
Maybe they cried because they realized how  
much God loves them and they cried because 
their hearts were f lled with joy and happiness. 
Each of us confessed to God our sins of weakness 
and tried our best to experience conversion. 

NOYE has ended. However , its aftermath still 
lives within us, lives in our hearts forever. 

THAILAND
A new delegation

On February 16, 2010, the new Delegation 
of Thailand and Laos was established by 
the Provincial of the Philippines, Fr. Ramon 
BERNABE, in the presence of Fr. Federico 
LABAGLAY, General Councilor, and representing 
Fr. General. To mark this occasion when the 
General Delegation of Thailand became a 
delegation of the Philippines, Fr. General had 
written the following letter to Fr. Bernabe and 
to Fr. Claudio BERTUCCIO, the delegation 
superior.

Dear Father Claudio and dear Father Ramon,
Dear Oblates in Thailand and dear friends,

From Rome I send you all my best wishes on 
this 16th of February 2010 as the Congregation 
celebrates one more anniversary of its pontif cal 
approval. For the Oblate Delegation of Thailand, 
this year’s Oblate feast marks a change: you will 
no longer be directly attached to the general  
administration in far-away Rome but from now 
on you belong, as a provincial delegation, to  
the closer -by Philippine Province. I see this  
development as a sign of life and growth, and 
I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all  
who have the changeover possible: the Oblates 

in Thailand, the Philippine Oblates and the  
mediators of the endeavor which has been  
worked out through several years. 

Any reorganization that happens in a congregation 
like ours has only one aim: the best possible  
service of our mission. The mission never  
changes: we Oblates are always sent to bring 
Good News to the poor. Everything else is subject 
to change. We need to react with f exibility to 
the needs of the times. I fervently pray that the 
new era in the life of the Thai Delegation which 
starts today, may contribute to creative responses 
to new missionary challenges. To my mind come 
questions like: which are the urgent needs of the 
Church in Thailand and of its service to God’ s 
Kingdom? How can the Oblates best respond to 
the Hmong people whose care has been entrusted 
to them? What does the responsibility for Laos 
entail? There is also the fact of a new Oblate 
neighbor in Vietnam with whom you naturally 
will have closer relationships.

I believe our Founder , Saint Eugene de  
Mazenod, who is already enjoying the vision 
of God, should be very happy about you all.  
The Oblates and other friends inspired by the 
same charism, are really present in the Land  
of the Free, which occupies such a central  
position in Asia. Through Saint Eugene’ s 
intercession, may Christ’ s blessing be upon  
you, so that the words of the Scripture apply  
also to each one of you: “The Spirit of the  
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 
to bring glad tidings to the poor” (Lk 4:18).

I wish you a happy congregational feast day. May 
the new Thailand-Laos Provincial Delegation get 
to a good start, may the Philippine Province also 
be blessed as it enters into a new responsibility, 
and may the Delegation Superior Fr. Claudio and 
his council lead your missionary group to ever 
greater heights!

With fraternal greetings in Christ and Mary  
Immaculate

Fr. Wilhelm Steckling, OMI
Superior General
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CHINA
“Planting a seed” 

In December and January , Notre Dame, our  
secondary school in Hong Kong presented a play 
about vocations.

It was written by Notre Dame teacher , Teresa 
Suen, who also spent countless hours directing 
the students and getting together the necessary 
props. 

It was presented four times, once in each of our 
schools and once in Notre Dame Parish. Each 
time was a great success because of its very  
lively presentation of religious life. It dealt with 

different kinds of vocations in the church in  
an engaging fashion that kept the attention the 
audience. 

It also presented much younger versions of local 
Oblates as “Fr. Slawek” (KALISZ), “Fr. David” 
(ULLRICH), “Fr. Ronne,” (GICALAO), “Fr . 
William” (MENG) and “Fr . Irek” (DAMPC).  
To address the girls, Ms. Suen also included the 
Missionaries of Charity and the “Oblatas” in the 
drama. It‘s one way of planting a seed. 

Now our students in all three schools have a much 
better idea of who the Oblates are and even the 
“Oblatas”. (Fr. David Ullrich, O.M.I.)
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Anniversaries for  May 2010
 
70 Years of religious life
 1940.05.01 07615   Bro. Gaston Comtois   Notre-Dame-du-Cap

70 Years of Priesthood
 1940.05.25 05818   Fr . John Lazarsky   United States

60 Years of religious life
1950.05.01 09440   Bro. Pierre Dizier   Belgium/Holland
1950.05.01 08812   Fr . Hans-Peter Nagels   Namibia
1950.05.11 09442   Bro. Hugo Van den Broeck  Belgium/Holland

60 Years of Priesthood
1950.05.28 07962   Fr . Maurice Hemann   Philippines
1950.05.29 07868   Fr . Paul Frank    United States
1950.05.29 07867   Fr . Daniel O'Leary   United States

50 Years of religious life
 1960.05.01 11390   Bro. Duly Charles   Haiti
1960.05.01 10846   Fr . Winfried Krupke   Central European Prov.
1960.05.01 10848   Fr . Anton Lösing   Central European Prov.
1960.05.21 11005   Fr . John Rozmyslowski  Assumption
1960.05.21 11398   Bro. Karl Thier   Central European Prov.
1960.05.21 10900   Fr . Franciszek Wojtyla  Pologne
1960.05.31 10905   Fr . Charles Banks   United States
1960.05.31 10863b   Pref. Apos. Victor Gnanapragasam Colombo
1960.05.31 11047   Fr . Antony Rex Kulas   Colombo

50 Years of Priesthood
 1960.05.07 09854   Fr . Michael McGhee   Anglo-Irish
1960.05.22 09995   Fr . Edward Figueroa   Brazil
1960.05.22 09985   Fr . James Hofto   United States
1960.05.22 09996   Fr . Michael Hussey   United States
1960.05.31 09778   Fr . Thomas Delaney   Brazil
1960.05.31 09777   Fr . Patrick Hollywood   United States
1960.05.31 09773   Fr . Raymond Steen   United States

25 Years of religious life
 1985.05.21 12856   Fr. Ramon Maria Bernabe  Philippines
1985.05.21 12855   Fr . Wilfredo Cabrera   Philippines
1985.05.21 12854   Fr . Henry Carlos   Philippines

25 Years of Priesthood
1985.05.11 12182   Fr . Denis Béland   Notre-Dame-du-Cap
1985.05.18 12499   Fr . Henry Walker   United States
1985.05.24 12519   Fr . Karl-Heinz Vogt   Central European Prov.
1985.05.25 12470   Fr . Marek Stroba   United States
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Suffrages for our deceased

No. 19-24

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Fr. Jean M. Philippe France 03/04/1931 Strasbourg 07/03/2010

Fr. Yves Le Jollec France 20/07/2010 Landerneau        07/03/2010

Fr. Justin Huelsing United States 20/05/1927 Belleville 09/03/2010

Fr. Paul Aymong Notre-Dame-du-Cap 04/06/1928 Richelieu 11/03/2010

Fr. Henry McFall Australia 14/10/1923 Perth 12/03/2010

Fr. Alcuin Henger United States 19/12/1927 Breckenridge 21/03/2010

“They are before God, bearing the sign, the kind of character proper to our Institute, the vows common to all its 
members, the fi rm habit of the same virtues.  We are linked to them by the bonds of a special charity.  They are still 
our brothers and we are theirs.  They now live in our mother-house, our main residence.  The prayers and the love 
they retain for us will one day draw us to them and we shall live in our place of rest together with them.” (Letter of 
Founder to Fr. Courtès, 22 July 1828)


