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Following the example of the Oblate Martyrs
During the Oblate World Youth Days in Málaga, 
Spain, Father Louis LOUGEN, the Superior 
General, gave three lectures. Below are excerpts 
from the third one concerning the Oblate Martyrs, 
soon to be beatifi ed.

The example of the 22 Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate who were martyred in Spain 
is a strong and brilliant witness to confession 
of faith in Jesus Christ. For the sole reason that 
these men were believers in Jesus Christ and had 
consecrated their lives to him, they were despised 
and brutally executed. … Heroically, they were 
faithful to Jesus and to the Catholic faith right 
up to their brutal deaths. What do we learn from 
these witnesses? I would propose four qualities:

The Spirit’s gifts of Courage 
and Strength to be faithful 

These young men knew what was happening 
in Spain at the time. They were threatened 
publicly with people shouting at them: “Kill 
those Brothers!” In the streets, people made 
gestures with knives cutting throats to indicate 
what should be done to religious men. From 
their residence, the Oblates could see the smoke 
of burning churches and convents destroyed by 
those who hated the Church. Among themselves, 
the Oblates talked about how they would escape 
from their residence if it were set on fi re. Even in 
this climate of hostility, they went on faithfully 
with their prayers, studies and work right up to 
the time of imprisonment. 

In the jail, they were treated mercilessly with 
scant food, humiliations, physical beatings, bitter 
cold, poor hygienic conditions for toilet needs 
and lice. Crowded conditions and the bitter cold 
forced them to sleep standing up at times.

 The response of these men was unfailing courage 
and strength. They endured the conditions in the 
jail with a spirit of prayer. They remained closely 
united, caring for each other and encouraging one 
another and they maintained spirits of serenity 
and even joy, trusting in God.  

The exact words of Clemente RODRIGUEZ 
TEJERINA, 18 years old, were recounted by 
his sister: “We are in danger and we fear that 
we will be separated; we encourage each other. 
But even if we have to die, I am ready, and I am 
sure that God will give us the strength that we 
need to be faithful.” 

Love for Jesus and for the Catholic Church

These men were made to suffer and were killed 
because they were Catholic priests and Brothers. 
To save themselves they only had to renounce 
their faith and deny their beliefs. What would it 
matter? Who would care? Why suffer so much? 
Why cause pain for their families?

In the suffering that led up to their execution before 
the death squads, they professed their faith in Jesus 
Christ, their love for the Catholic Church and for 
their missionary vocation. One of the martyrs, 
Publio RODRIGUEZ MOSLARES, 24 years 
old, had given his mother a small crucifi x and told 
her: “Kiss it frequently, and whatever happens, 
remember that everything we suffer for Christ, no 
matter how great it seems, would be small compared 
to how much Christ loves us and suffered for us.” As 
they were executed they cried out their profession 
of faith: “Long live Christ the King!” 

Gregorio ESCOBAR GARCIA, executed at 
24 years of age wrote: “I have always been 
profoundly moved by the stories of the martyrs. 
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Whenever I have read about them, I have been 
taken by a secret desire to have the same fate. 
This would be the greatest priesthood to which a 
Christian could aspire: to offer to God one’s own 
body and blood in sacrifi ce for the faith. What a 
blessing it would be to die as a martyr.” 

Today we are rarely threatened with death for 
believing in Jesus and being Catholic, although it 
still does happen in some parts of the world. We 
can express our love for Jesus and the Church by 
faithfully living the Gospel with integrity. Following 
Jesus is not easy when I am truly committed to make 
the faith a living relationship with God that shapes 
everything else I do, how I relate to others and what 
I believe is right and wrong.  

The spiritual power of Love, 
Forgiveness, Prayer and Joy

Fr. Francisco ESTEBAN LACAL, the Provincial, 
executed at 48 years of age, received a coat from 
his family to keep himself warm in the cold 
prison. Not thinking of his own needs or comfort, 
he promptly gave it to another companion in 
prison who was suffering much from the bitter 
cold. Fr. Francisco was heard to have said to the 
guards: “We know that you are killing us because 
we are Catholics and religious; we are that. I and 
my companions forgive you from our hearts.” 

Publio Rodriguez Moslares (24 years old), with 
one of the priests, entertained the seminarians in 
the jail with comedies in verse. A witness wrote 
about Publio: “He was able to endure the jails 
in Madrid with integrity and joy and when they 
gave him provisional liberty it was especially he 
who kept his companions who were suffering this 
Calvary connected to one another and to their 
Superiors, going from one place to another.”

Although they were aware of impending death, 
these Oblates chose to live the Gospel mandate 
to love their enemies, forgive and pray for 
those who persecuted them and to rejoice for 
being made to suffer for the name of Jesus. In 
society today, pleasure, ease and comfort are the 
ultimate goals of life. We see a challenging and 
prophetic message in the lives of these Oblates. 
They question the way we live and call us to be 
authentic witnesses of our Christian faith.

The Gift of Self -- Oblation

These men were Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. The word “Oblate” means an 
oblation, an offering. Through our way of 
life, we Oblates strive to offer our lives to 
God through Mary, the Mother of Jesus. We 
make a gift of ourselves to serve God’s people, 
especially the poor. The passion and death of 
these 22 Oblates of Mary Immaculate was the 
total gift of their lives for Jesus Christ, their 
Lord; it was the gift of their lives for the good 
of the people of Spain; it was the gift of their 
lives for the good of the mission of the Church 
and of the Oblates all over the world. Many of 
them were filled with Oblate zeal, preparing 
to head to the missions that the Province of 
Spain had in Argentina and Uruguay. They 
did not reach their missionary destinations, 
but their violent execution was the complete 
oblation, the total gift of self offered to God 
for the good of Christ’s mission.

One of the Oblates who was not executed gave 
this testimony: “What also stood out was the 
desire to offer our lives for the Church, for the 
peace of Spain and for those whom we thought 
were going to execute us. The only motive that 
guided us was supernatural since humanly 
speaking we had lost everything.” 

Each one of us is invited to offer our lives 
to God for the service of the Gospel, to live 
out our faith and to be witnesses. Because of 
our Baptism and Confirmation we are sent as 
followers of Jesus to be the light of God’s love 
in the world. We are all called to make a gift of 
our lives, to be “oblates” within our families, 
at school, where we work, when playing sports 
and in all our relationships. Jesus showed us 
this so strongly when he washed his disciples’ 
feet as a gesture of service and humility. That 
is the sense of being an “oblate.” 

As we experience the communion of the saints in 
this land washed with the blood of these 22 young 
Spanish Oblates, may the Holy Spirit strengthen 
our hearts so that we, as young Catholics, also 
witness to our faith in Jesus Christ with a spirit 
of prayer, love, forgiveness and joy, making our 
lives an oblation to God.
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Latin America

BRAZIL
It’s life that counts!

Fr. Robert DE VALICOURT works with the 
Indians of Brazil. Recently, he celebrated 50 
years of priesthood.

Since the colonization of the 16th century up 
till our own day, the Indians have always been 
reduced to slavery, persecuted and killed. To 
survive, they had to fl ee. They took refuge in the 
interior parts of the country. There are 90 groups 
in Brazil, mostly in the Amazon, and 37 in the 
rest of Latin America. They have no contact with 
other Indians or the rest of the population. They 
are discovered by fl ying over the forest or by the 
traces they leave behind as they pass through. In 
recent years, specialists and missionaries have 
tried to contact them. The result was a disaster.

A simple fl u or the measles decimated them or 
made them disappear altogether. The current 
policy is different: their presence is reported 
to the government which prohibits any access 
to that territory. However, gold miners, timber 
merchants, mining research companies do not 
respect the laws and the country is so vast! They 
will disappear. Society cares more about whales 
than about humans!

I love the work I do among the Indians who 
live in Manaus or in the nearby rural area. I am 
discovering many things. I think that 50% of the 
population of Manaus has some Indian blood in 
their veins. But few Indians acknowledge their 
origins because of the serious prejudices against 
them, either at school or at work. A nice lady came 
up to me at the end of Mass: “Padre, you work 
with the Indians? Aren’t you afraid?”

Our little team is reduced to three people: Joelma, 
mother, Apurina Indian, evangelical; Silvio, 
Tukano Indian, living with a woman, Catholic; 
and I. Our work is based on visits. We go from 
house to house and group to group. It’s like the 
Little Prince and his fox. We are being adopted. 
They are glad to see us arrive and they ask us 
to help them. They tell of enormous diffi culties. 

We are with them. They must solve their own 
problems, but they need guidance or the contacts 
we provide them. They must support themselves 
as Indians, rediscovering their cultural roots, 
developing their traditional wisdom which they 
tend to abandon. They become the masses with 
no future and they sink into alcoholism and drug 
abuse. Our main work is helping them regain 
confi dence in themselves. In Brazilian, they 
speak of “auto-estima” (self-esteem).

Five of the Apurina Indian families live in 
misery. Most of them are sick. The children do 
not go to school. They cannot fi nd work. They 
have built their homes next to the sewer which 
overfl ows when there is heavy rain. Fortunately, 
the grandmother has a small pension. They are 
allowing themselves die. They ask us for help, 
for clothing, for food.

That’s okay once, but they have to get moving. 
From time to time, we visit them and encourage 
them to show some initiative. Sometimes, they 
are not happy because we don’t bring them 
anything. The months go by. I wonder if my 
presence serves a purpose. One day, we arrived 
there and there were about 20 people gathered 
together. They had invited their relatives and 
friends to get organized and try to do something. 
They decided to go and claim better land to build 
their homes. They asked us to call the municipal 
health department. They are concerned about the 
children who do not attend school.

An Indian neighbor took care of enrolling them 
in a nearby school. We called a doctor, a nurse, 
and a dentist. They gave the needed vaccinations. 
So we’re off: they have discovered the joy of 
living. They are all evangelical Protestants, but 
that’s alright: they are all children of God. It’s 
life that counts! (OMI France, 15 July 2011)

HAITI
Oblate shot by bandits

On the evening of August 10, Fr. Jean-Pierre 
LOUBEAU, director of the provincial house 
in Port-au-Prince, was shot three times by 
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bandits on two motorcycles and in a car. 
Police arrived shortly after and one of them 
was killed by the gunmen.

The police rushed Fr. Loubeau to a nearby 
Plur imedic  Cl inic  where he regained 
consciousness. Doctors successfully removed 
the bullets. The operation was deemed a success 
but the injured Oblate appreciates continued 
prayers for his complete recovery.

He was on his way home from the airport with 
Fr. Ernest JOSEPH who had just arrived for a 
vacation in Haiti from his mission in French 
Guyana. Fr. Ernest was not injured, but the 
bandits took all of his possessions.

MEXICO
A scholastic’s summer ministry

Bro. Jason ROSSIGNOL is beginning his second 
year as a scholastic in San Antonio, Texas, USA. 
He spent the summer learning and practicing 
Spanish in the state of Oaxaca, Mexico. He sent 
his formators regular updates. What follows is 
his update of August 2, 2011.

I completed my mission time in Petatengo; it 
was a diffi cult mission, but in the end, very 
rewarding. There is a lot of hurt in the village, 
as a number of years ago, a group of Pentecostal 
Evangelicals moved in and a number of the 
people converted, bringing grief to many of 
the families. Then a few years later, the group 
experienced a schism which further damaged 
the people. Needless to say, many were weary of 
coming to church at fi rst. I’ve been praying a lot 
to Joseph Gerard! But little by little I began to 
have conversations with the “outcast” members 
of the village. We talked mostly about the Lord´s 
loving attitude towards his beloved children, 
and I could hardly believe it but a single mom 
(unbaptized) felt called to convert! She will be 
baptized in October when the rainy season ends! 
My fi rst spiritual daughter! 

I also spent a lot of time with the farmers, visiting 
them in their fi elds (many of which were an hour 
or more away on foot) and they were grateful to 
have someone to visit them. I have to say that 

up until that point, I was feeling a bit dismayed 
at my abilities, but one of the men, Felix, gave 
me strength. “Brother it is good that you are here; 
no one has ever come out to our fi elds to bless 
our work before. I know you are frustrated with 
your Spanish but remember, many of us cannot 
even read enough to write our own names... be 
patient, we are happy that you are here.” 

I also made a few excursions to the Sierra Alta 
to minister to some of the communities there. 
This meant a four to six hour hike through dense 
tropical forest as some of the communities are 
not accessible via vehicle and the roads that 
exist cannot be navigated during the rainy 
season. Those were long days, but I was always 
encouraged upon my arrival by the generosity 
of the people. I was always invited by the fi rst 
family I encountered to join them for a meal 
and rest. But that got me thinking: here I was a 
weary stranger in their midst and I was not only 
invited into their homes but they would put all 
their food in front of me (everything they had so 
that I might be nourished) and how many of them 
have found themselves in a similar situation in 
the U.S., only to be treated as trash. To think of 
it breaks my heart. 

As diffi cult as this mission was, on my last day, 
everyone in the village came to church! The church 
was packed and people had to gather outside the 
windows and doors! I was moved to tears! 

After that, I had a few days rest with the 
community in Huamelula. Community time is 
a precious commodity down here and we enjoy 
any moment we can manage together. Ariel 
MARTINEZ is very encouraging and has a joyful 
heart! The two Polish Oblates, Martin LACKI 
and Tomas SZAFRANSKI, are as well, and 
their Spanish is amazing... I take great delight in 
speaking Spanish to Poles! 

This mission experience has taught me that 
ministry doesn´t always go according to plan 
(in fact my experience says that it rarely does) 
yet God is always secretly at work in spite of 
my own weaknesses and shortcomings (in fact 
many times he even works through them!). The 
key to it all though is defi nitely prayer! I´ve been 
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preaching everyday at the communion services 
and have needed to spend a lot of time preparing. 
As a result I´ve been spending a lot of time 
with the daily Gospels and these encounters in 
another language, in another cultural setting have 

deepened my understanding and faith in their 
life-giving possibilities. The Lord is defi nitely 
at work here. 

Canada-United States

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP
Visit to Richelieu by the Jesuit Superior General

On Sunday, July 2, the Richelieu community was 
honored by the visit of Very Rev. Adolfo Nicolàs, 
Superior General of the Society of Jesus. On his way 
to Montreal through Quebec, he stopped by to greet 
the members of his Congregation in residence at the 
Oblate infi rmary. A festive meal celebrated his visit, 
after which he spoke to the large group in attendance 
to express his satisfaction at seeing the brotherly 
friendship that unites the Jesuits and the Oblates 
in this house. Father Nicolàs was accompanied by, 
among others, Fathers Antoine Kerhuel, Assistant 
General for Western Europe and French Canada; 
James E. Grümmer, Assistant General for the United 
States; Jean-Marie Biron, provincial of French 
Canada. The visit was in conjunction with the 
celebration of the four hundredth anniversary 
of the arrival of the Jesuits on American soil. 
(Alexandre TACHE)

UNITED STATES
Franco-American of the Year

The French language is alive and well in….the 
United States! According to Wikipedia, there 
are 11.8 million U.S. residents are of French 
or French-Canadian descent. About 1.6 million 
speak French in their homes. Another 450,000 
speak French-based Creole.

The fi rst Oblates who came to the United States 
were French, sent there by the Founder, fi rst in 1847 
to Oregon Territory, but later to Texas, New York 
and Massachusetts. Especially in the northeastern 
part of the United States, the Oblates worked with 
French-speaking immigrants and Irish immigrants. 

An Oblate who for many years has worked with 
the French-speaking Catholics in and around 
Lowell, Massachusetts, Fr. Adhemar DEVEAU, 

in recognition of his decades of service to others, 
particularly in Lowell’s Franco-American 
community, was named the 2011 Franco-
American of the Year. He received the honor on 
June 19 at a breakfast held at Ste. Marguerite 
D’Youville Parish in Dracut, MA, the beginning 
of Franco-American Week, celebrating the 
community’s contributions to Lowell. 

The honor has been awarded since 1975 to an 
individual who has demonstrated integrity, high 
moral standards and dedication toward the fostering 
of Franco-American culture, heritage, and the 
French language. In addition, the city of Lowell 
presented him with a special citation, signed by 
Mayor James L. Milinazzo, recognizing his being 
named the 2011 Franco- American of the Year, 
and citing his dedication and hard work as well as 
outstanding contributions to the community.

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP
“Doctor of Souls”: Fr. Jean Monbourquette

An Oblate who wanted to be known as the “Doctor 
of Souls,” Fr. Jean MONBOURQUETTE, died 
in Ottawa on August 28 at the age of 77. 

Fr. Monbourquette was a best-selling author 
and a Saint Paul University professor. A priest 
since 1958 and a Jungian psychologist, he was 
the author of numerous books and co-author 
of many journal articles. His books sold 
extremely well in Canada and abroad. His best-
known work, To Love Again: Finding Comfort 
and Meaning in Times of Grief (later published 
as How to Love Again: Moving from Grief to 
Growth), explored the grieving process. Since 
it was first published in the early 1990’s, it has 
sold over one million copies in Canada and 
around the world. According to his publisher, 
Novalis, that book continues to appear on the 
bestseller lists in Quebec bookstores. Today, 
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his books are available in twelve languages 
on four continents.

Throughout his career, Jean Monbourquette 
dealt with the most sensitive and vital questions, 
responding to real and universal issues: grief, of 
course; forgiveness (How to Forgive); the search 
for meaning (How to Discover Your Personal 
Mission), male violence (La violence des 
hommes); death (La mort, ça s’attrape? [Is death 
contagious?]), self-esteem (Self-Esteem and the 
Soul: From Psychology to Spirituality), and his 
fi nal work, Excusez-moi je suis en deuil [Excuse 
me, I’m grieving].

As a priest who was also a therapist, Jean 

Monbourquette developed a unique and original 
approach where healing was achieved through 
both the psyche and spirituality. This approach 
is widely known today, but 25 years ago it was 
viewed with much skepticism. In this sense, 
Jean Monbourquette was a pioneer who made a 
major contribution to the evolution of attitudes 
in a society that was suspicious of the spiritual. 
He knew this and he was rightfully proud of it.

Jean Monbourquette had serious health 
problems over the last dozen years. But he 
always bounced back, and always with new 
writing projects and presentations in mind. 
(Thanks to St. Paul University, Ottawa)

Africa-Madagascar

ZAMBIA 
Bishop Paul Duffy, OMI: 1932-2011

The fi rst Bishop of Mongu, Zambia, Bishop 
Paul DUFFY, died on August 23, 2011, at the 
Oblates’ Madonna Residence in San Antonio, 
Texas, where he was receiving treatment for 
cancer. He came to the United States just a few 
days after the ordination of his successor, Bishop 
Evans CHENYEMBA, who was ordained on 
May 28, 2011.

Born in 1932 in the State of Massachusetts 
(USA), Bishop Duffy professed his fi rst vows 
as an Oblate in 1952. He was ordained a priest 
in 1962 and a bishop in 1997.

In 1984 Bishop Duffy was one of the fi rst four 
Oblates from the former Southern Province of 
the United States to serve in Zambia. Fighting for 
the rights of the people in the Western Province, 
Bishop Duffy became a champion of the poor, 
and was branded an enemy by politicians and 
corrupt businessmen.

In his homily delivered during the episcopal 
ordination of Bishop Chinyemba, Archbishop 
Nicola Girasoli, Apostolic Nuncio in Zambia, 
advised the new bishop to be the voice of the 
voiceless: “In Mongu, in this diocese, you 
succeed a great Bishop. Try to imitate and 

continue the apostolic pastoral ministry of 
Bishop Paul Duffy. Be faithful to his pastoral 
legacy. Dear Bishop Evans, try to be close to 
the needs of your people, be the voice of the 
voiceless and the voice of the poor.”

Bishop Duffy was indeed that “voice of the 
voiceless.” He “left nothing undared” in speaking 
up for the poor. When he criticized members 
of the government for not fulfi lling promises 
to help the poor in Western Province, Zambia, 
their negative reaction was swift. They angrily 
rebuked Bishop Duffy’s statements. A group 
affi liated with the ruling party petitioned the 
Vatican’s representative. In September, 2010, 
an independent newspaper in Zambia reported 
that the information secretary of the ruling party 
had threatened to mobilize ruffi ans to travel 
to Mongu to manhandle Bishop Duffy if he 
continued to speak negatively about the party 
and the president.

Western Province of Zambia suffers more than 
any other province from high poverty levels, 
low economic production and a neglected 
infrastructure. The majority of children are 
unable to obtain basic nutritional needs. Most 
women are highly disadvantaged and live in 
extreme poverty, vulnerable to HIV/AIDS as 
they are forced to engage in risky behaviors for 
economic survival. 
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The Diocese of Mongu, established in 1997, 
covers some 87,000 square kilometres in western 
Zambia, with a population of over 620,000; of 
these, approximately 10% are Catholics.

After a memorial Mass in San Antonio with 
his brother Oblates, family and friends, Bishop 
Duffy’s body was returned to Zambia for burial 
in the diocese he had founded.

MADAGASCAR
Small steps toward the Church

It is a pleasure for me to share with you our Oblate 
missionary life in the mission of Marolambo. It is 
made up of fi ve sectors: Ambohimilanja, South 
Andonabe, Betampona, Sahakevo, and Mangabe, 
with an established parish in Marolambo. We also 
have a development center, under the patronage of 
Brother KOWALCZYK, for the youth of the area.

Within our Oblate community, we are fi ve Oblates 
(four priests and a Brother) who work here, each 
with his own responsibility: one missionary 
is appointed pastor and superior of our Oblate 
community. At the same time, he is in charge of 
the sector of Ambohimilanja which is made up 
of thirty local churches, not to mention the young 
laity movement of the parish. Another, who was 
just ordained on May 29, 2011, has been put in 
charge of two sectors: Betampona and Mangabe. 
Thanks to his impressive talent as a musician, 
he works with the choir and the altar servers 
of the parish. One of us takes care of a sector 
located north of Marolambo: South Andonabe. 
In our parish, he is primarily responsible for the 
Eucharistic movement for children and youth.

As for me, I am in charge of a sector called 
Sahakevo. This place is located 80 km from our 
Oblate community. There is no other way of 
getting there than on foot, staff in hand. Thanks 
to all the Montfortian and Oblate missionaries 
who had worked there courageously, the fruits 
are abundant, not to mention the construction of 
a big chapel for the center which branches out 
to 49 local churches. Greatly thanks to them, 
many pagans are becoming Christians. For my 
part, with much work, I am trying to continue 
what they did, since presently, the number of 

faithful is growing. This chapel is becoming 
very small since every Sunday, the Christians 
of Sahakevo and all the surrounding areas come 
here in great numbers. As for the big feasts 
(Christmas, Easter), we can count on more than 
three thousand Christians.

How do the people live? In general, when one 
speaks of Betsimisaraka, they all live a very 
simple life and are warmly hospitable. One 
could say that it is an extraordinary life, for 
they all have a house in the village, but their 
daily life continues to take place in the forest 
for farming and raising livestock. They come 
together in the village only for big events: a 
death, the new year and independence day 
celebrations, and certain Christian feasts. They 
come to church every Sunday. What surprises 
me is that when one passes through the village, 
there is no one around except two guardians. 
If there is an alarm or some danger, they blow 
a whistle to warn the village people. A few 
minutes later, everyone is there. Furthermore, 
if there is a state circular demanding some sort 
of service or there are officials in person, they 
carry them to another village.

As far as our ministry is concerned, how do 
the people live? One could classify them 
into three categories: some of them are very 
devout; there are some who believe that God 
is very powerful, but they also worship other 
gods; and there are those who are simply 
pagans. When the priest wants to visit them, 
he must send the program ahead at least a 
month in advance in order to prepare them. 
Then, they are all there to see the priest and 
to receive the sacraments. In order to become 
Christians, the catechists teach them the 
faith and prepare them for the sacraments. 
Therefore, collaboration with the laity is 
necessary and very efficacious: that is why 
the pagans are taking small steps toward the 
Church and many have become Christians. 
Thanks to the Gospel, several of them have 
had the courage to take on a responsibility in 
their own church. The mission in our sectors 
is not easy, but thanks to personal prayer, all 
is well. (Fr. Alfred ZANDRY in Écho OMI 
Madagascar, July 2011)
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Asia-Oceania

PAKISTAN
Oblates live with danger

In 2010, the Holy See named Bishop Victor 
GNANAPRAGASAM as the fi rst bishop of the 
newly erected Apostolic Vicariate of Quetta. 
However, when the Oblate was ordained to the 
episcopacy on July 16, 2010, the ceremony took 
place in Karachi, the largest city of Pakistan, 
because of the tensions and confl ict in Quetta 
and in the Province of Baluchistan.  

Tensions and confl ict continue in the troubled 
area. On September 7, 2011, two suicide bombers 
attacked the home and headquarters of a top 
paramilitary offi cial, killing at least 24 people 
and wounding 82 others. The windows were 
shattered in Bishop Victor’s residence and there 
was damage to the offi ces of Caritas Pakistan 
and three Catholic schools. 

The Pakistani Taliban immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack in reprisal for the 
arrest of a senior al-Qaida leader by Pakistani 
security forces. 

Oblate Father Cecil PAUL felt the vibration of the 
blasts in his parish offi ce, located about a kilometer 
from the targeted site. “Our country has reached 
the depths of instability now. Violence continues 
unendingly after the capture and killing of Osama 
bin Laden in the Northern Province.” he said.

It has also been reported that al-Qaida is 
kidnapping wealthy Christians and holding them 
for ransom to fi nance their own projects.

COLOMBO
Peace still an illusion

Peace and minority rights are illusory even two 
years after the end of a 30-year civil war, the 
secretary of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
said on September 3.

“Minority rights were not respected by the 
majority of the people. Most of them do not like 

to accept the multi-language, multi-religion and 
multicultural solution, even after three decades 
of war,” said Bishop Norbert ANDRADI.

He was speaking at the Oblate-run Center for 
Society and Religion (CSR) in Colombo.

“We cannot simply bury the past and then expect 
to fi nd true peace,” he said. 

“We have to learn to deal with our past and our 
hurt. We need to learn from our mistakes. As a 
result, it has become a challenge to work for a 
sustainable peace in the country.

“The attitude of welcoming different opinions 
and thinking of others is decreasing now.”

 “We should question the relationship between 
the security forces and the politicians. Politicians 
try to take the law and order into their hands. So 
we should create a society beyond the political 
infl uences,” Andradi said in front of more than 
250 rights activists, Christian priests and nuns 
celebrating the 40th anniversary of CSR. (www.
ucanews.com)

AUSTRALIA
An Oblate prayer in outer space

A prayer composed by an Oblate who was 
murdered in Sri Lanka was carried into outer 
space on the last flight of the space shuttle 
program of the United States. And it all ties 
back to St. Eugene College, a school in the 
Oblate parish of St. Eugene de Mazenod in the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane.

The St Eugene College Prayer which is based on 
the oblation prayer of slain Sri Lankan Oblate 
Fr Mike Rodrigo (assassinated in 1987 while 
celebrating Mass), has been carried into space.
 
A former parent and parishioner of St Eugene 
Parish and College, Margie Carlile, who now 
lives in the USA, entered and was successful in 
two lotteries to see the space shuttle launch and 
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then to give the astronauts something they would 
carry into space. Guess what Margie entered?

“Andrew and I were so fortunate to receive 
tickets to Cape Canaveral, NASA, to see the fi nal 
launching of the shuttle, I also entered a lottery 
whereby you could try to have something taken 
into space on the launch, and I was asked to 
submit the prayer; it seems as if it was taken up 
up and away!!” (Paul SMITHERS)

INDIA
Oblates attend VIVAT workshop

On August 7-12, sixteen Oblates from the Sri 
Lankan provinces of Jaffna and Colombo, as well 
as from Bangladesh, Japan and India participated 
in the VIVAT International workshop in Indore, 
India along with over 100 other religious. Also 
present were the Director of the JPIC General 
Service, Fr. Camille PICHE and the Oblates’ 
representative at the United Nations in New York, 
Fr. Daniel LEBLANC. 

The participants deliberated on missionary 
concerns for JPIC and the role of VIVAT 
International, an organized network of all the 
members of eight men and women religious 
congregations, whose work, expertise, and 
experience has a direct bearing on issues related 
to social justice, development, peace and ecology. 

Reports given during the workshop included the 
following areas of JPIC activities: HIV /AIDS 
treatment, prevention and rehabilitation; street 
children; the rights of Indigenous Peoples; land 
alienation and tribal lands; children, women and 
domestics; people affected by leprosy; physically 
challenged persons; waste pickers and migrant 
workers. Also mentioned were initiatives for 
income generation, vocational training, etc. 
There were also special reports on the confl ict in 
the Middle East (Palestinian Rights), Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and Indonesia. 

Some of the workshop presentations found 
inspiration in the biblical notion of justice This 
biblical concept is founded on the belief that “we 
all are created in the image and likeness of God 
and so endowed with dignity and integrity.” The 

biblical concept of peace is both personal and 
social. Biblical peace is the result of justice. It is 
a restored relationship between God and humans 
and among human beings.

Other presentations focused on the social 
teaching of the Church, particularly as found 
in papal encyclicals and the World Synod 
of Bishops on social justice (1971). One 
of the recent encyclicals of Pope Benedict 
XVI, “Caritas in Veritate,” provided food for 
thought. In tune with the workshop’s theme, 
the analysis of the encyclical on present day 
poverty, economic meltdown and environmental 
destruction were highlighted. The Pope notes that 
the prevailing situation in the world is a result 
of moral degradation, disrespect for life and a 
lack of solidarity. In order to build a just and 
peaceful society, we need to revitalize ourselves 
with values that enhance life in truth and charity. 
World leaders have a responsibility towards the 
regeneration of our world.

In order to begin a process of choosing preferred 
areas of JPIC work as members of VIVAT 
International, in view of advocacy and networking 
at the national level, the members identifi ed a 
large number of issues out of which fi ve were 
prioritized:

 Human rights of domestic and migrant 
workers;

 Children’s rights;
 Food security;
 Dalit Christians’ Constitutional Rights (the 

Dalit are an oppressed caste in South Asia);
 Mining and displacement.
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Europe

SPAIN
The youth of the Oblate Family in Malaga

Coming from 28 countries, 1,236 youth came 
together in Malaga to celebrate the Oblate 
charism and prepare themselves for the World 
Youth Days celebrated in Madrid, Spain. With 
them were more than 80 Oblates, as well as 
Fr. General, along with two of his Assistants 
and three General Councilors, besides a good 
number of the Missionary Oblate Sisters and one 
OMMI. They were days fi lled with intense joy 
and emotion at being part of a missionary family 
that lives a charism of the Holy Spirit in which 
many youth fi nd inspiration for their lives.

The Oblate program had three focal points: fi rst, 
to celebrate St. Eugene de Mazenod during the 
150th anniversary of his passage from this earth 
to heaven; second, to remember the Oblates 
who gave their lives and shed their blood in 
witness to Jesus; third, as a preparation for 
meeting with the Pope, while celebrating our 
international family and deepening the charism 
that unites us. For most of the participants, 
the most exciting moments for renewal and 
missionary commitment were the catechesis 
of Fr. General, followed by linguistic group 
meetings and sharing together in an international 
Mass. Furthermore, participants in this adventure 
had the opportunity to express their faith and 
culture with much originality and enthusiasm at 
various times. All the participants hold dear those 
moments that inspired them so much.

The Oblate community in Malaga carries on 
its mission by serving in a very well-known 
parish. They have opened their doors to the 
whole familial and missionary reality of this 
area. Many lay men and women opened their 
homes and their hearts to welcome and serve 
the youth who fi lled the plazas with light, color 
and Christian joy. We also had the occasion to 
share the experience with the Diocese of Malaga, 
praying with its bishop. We could never forget 
our folklore immersion when we took part in the 
“Malaga Fair.” Actually, our time there coincided 

with the big celebration of the city and that 
offered us a unique opportunity to demonstrate 
our Christian joy, a fact that was well noted by 
the city and neighborhood newspapers.

These days would not have been possible without 
the service of many anonymous volunteers, both 
from Malaga and from each of the communities 
from which the pilgrims came. A new experience 
was the creation of a group of international 
volunteers from the Oblate Region of Europe: 
they organized themselves to render service 
that made possible the smooth operation of the 
program. Fr. Ismael GARCIA and his team were 
exemplary models of how to give one’s life in 
the service of an encounter of youth with Christ. 
We owe all of them many thanks.

The catechesis and the homily of Fr. General 
still echo in our hearts, challenging us to 
give our lives for the mission and to live in 
a radical way our Christian commitments. 
Another exciting moment was the meeting 
of Fr. General with the vowed members of 
the Oblate family who partook in the event. 
Some of them proposed new activities for the 
future. A new challenge was proposed: what is 
the next step that we need to make in order to 
commit ourselves even more in our ministry 
with youth, following the inspiration of St. 
Eugene? The young people push us and urge us 
to renew our efforts and to find new ways for 
them to participate in Oblate life and mission.

Finally, once we had arrived in Madrid, we 
ended our pilgrimage by visiting the house in 
Pozuelo which is sacred to the memory of the 
Spanish Oblate Martyrs who will be beatified 
next December. We were moved at hearing 
the stories of young martyrs of our own age 
who died forgiving their executioners and 
being faithful in giving witness to their faith. 
And now we join all the pilgrims in Madrid 
for World Youth Days with the Pope in order 
to be better witnesses and missionaries in the 
style of Saint Eugene and the other Oblate 
witnesses. (Chicho ROIS ALONSO) 
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FRANCE
Vow preparation in Aix, 2011

There is always joy, sharing and challenges 
when people from different countries come 
together for a holy purpose. On July 11-30, young 
Oblates from the scholasticates in Europe, the 
International Roman Scholasticate and from the 
United States gathered at Aix-en-Provence, the 
city of our Founder St. Eugene de Mazenod, to 
prepare for their perpetual oblation. They were 
from 10 different countries: Poland, United 
States, Zambia, Mexico, Haiti, Spain, Germany, 
Italy, India and Bangladesh. 

The session started with a short introduction 
about Aix at the time of our Founder, and then 
there was a brief journey through the life of the 
Founder, the charism, oblatology and the present 
status of the Congregation. 

We are really grateful to Fr. Franck SANTUCCI 
who inspired us with his insights into the life and 
charism of the Founder and the beginning of the 
Congregation; Bros. Dominique DESSOLIN 
and Benoit DOSQUET who inspired us with 
their explanation of the ministries of the present 
community and helped us to have a fruitful stay 
in Aix; Fr. Fabio CIARDI who made to know 
the importance and deep sense of oblation and 
vows; Fr. Cornelius NGOKA, Assistant General, 
who updated us on the status of the Congregation 
today; and the animators, Frs. Adriano TITONE, 
Antoni BOCHM, Pawel ZAJAC and Richard 
WOLAK, for their selfl ess expression of their 
experience and enthusiasm to mold and motivate 
us to understand and live the Oblate way of life. 

It was a great blessing to live and walk in the 
streets of Aix, in which our Founder walked 
many times and which helped decide his 
future. It was also a gift to live in a house 
where our Founder, with his first companions, 
began and nurtured the small community in 
order “to live together as brothers” and “to 
imitate the virtues and examples of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, above all through the preaching 
of the Word of God to the poor”. Those words 
continue to speak to us of our call to preach 
and evangelize the poor in all walks of life. 

Our short trips to Grans where the original 
missionaries of Provence did their fi rst mission 
preaching, Barjols where they did their mission 
preaching after their first vows, and Saint 
Laurent du Verdon where our founder wrote 
the Constitutions for his budding Congregation, 
made us to sense the spirit of the fi rst missionaries 
and their zeal for the mission. 

The trip to Marseilles also taught us how 
to be zealous missionary Oblates. On the 
whole, these three weeks of living together 
as one community, irrespective of different 
languages, cultures and countries, have made 
us deepen our love for the Founder and our 
charism, and to have a broader outlook on the 
Congregation. Finally, it helped us confide 
ourselves to the intercession of our Virgin 
Mother.  (Scholastic Bro. Carlos HUETE)

POLAND
Tour de Mazenod

The "Tour de Mazenod” cycling rally began on 
July 25. It was another of a series of holiday 
cycling tours led by Fr. Tomek MANIURA 
and the NINIWA Youth Group. Previous rallies 
led their participants to such places as Vilnius, 
Kiev, Rome, and Jerusalem (last year’s “Rally – 
Destination Jerusalem”).

This time the cycling group is going to cover 
a distance of 5,500 km (150 km on average 
daily!) within 6 weeks, with each participant 
carrying his own 30 kg luggage and without 
a supporting van!

The route extends from Kokotko, Poland, 
to Morocco in Northern Africa, crossing 13 
countries, the Alps and the Pyrenees. There 
will be two important “spiritual” stops: at 
Marseille, France, (the home of St. Eugene 
de Mazenod, the founder of the Oblates and 
the patron of the rally) and Madrid (World 
Youth Days). The pilgrimage is being made 
as a spiritual experience for the lost, young 
generations throughout the world.  For 
daily communiqués from the twenty-person 
strong rally, see the official site at www.
tourdemazenod.pl. (Blazej MIELCAREK)
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FRANCE
Congratulations, Fr. Babin!

On August 23, at the St. Francis Center in Lyon, 
Fr. Pierre BABIN received the Media and Light 
award in the form of a crystal pyramid.

This award is given to a person, group or 
organization that has made a significant 
contribution to religious communication inspired 
by observations and notions put forward by 
Marshall McLuhan. McLuhan was a Canadian 
educator known for coining the expressions "the 
medium is the message" and "the global village" 
and for predicting the potential of a worldwide 
web almost thirty years before it was invented.

The award was presented by Madame Dominique 
Scheffel-Dunand, Director of the McLuhan and 
Culture Program in the Faculty of Information 
at the University of Toronto, where McLuhan 
taught during most of his career and where 
Babin met and worked with him in the late 
1960’s and early 1970’s. This award is given 

by The Marshall McLuhan Initiative, St Paul's 
College, University of Manitoba, Canada.

Many Oblates who were engaged in youth 
ministry in the 1960’s, 70’s and beyond 
know of Fr. Babin’s work. He is considered 
a pioneer of group media (photo-language), 
an expert in psychology-pedagogy, explorer 
of social networking, author and researcher. 
He has taught at universities in Lyon, Paris 
and Strasbourg (France); St. Paul's University, 
Ottawa (Canada); the University of Dayton 
(Ohio) and St. Thomas University (Florida) 
in the United States. Internationally, he is 
renowned for his innovative vision in defi ning 
a new approach to catechesis in a media age. He 
founded an international research and training 
center in religious communications -- CREC 
AVEX, Ecully (Lyon), France, and has been a 
member of SIGNIS, the International Catholic 
Communications Association. In 2008, the 
Babin Centre of Communications was opened 
in Bangkok, Thailand, to continue his work. His 
books have been translated into many languages.

Anniversaries for  October 2011

70 Years of religious life
 1941.10.11 07377    Fr. Jean Loiseau   Belgium/Holland

65 Years of religious life
1946.10.11 08770    Bro. Pasquale Valiante  Italy

65 Years of priesthood
 1946.10.06 07648    Fr. Rogatien Papion   France

60 Years of priesthood
 1951.10.28 08134    Fr. James Pfeifer   United States

50 Years of priesthood
1961.10.22 10296    Fr. Jean Nieruchalski   Poland
1961.10.22 10204    Fr. Esteban Perek   Argentina-Chile

25 Years of priesthood
 1986.10.04 12693    Fr. Adriano Titone   Italy
1986.10.11 12646    Fr. Julius Ramashamole  Lesotho
1986.10.18 12692    Fr. Giuseppe Sorrentino  Italy
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Prayers for our deceased

No. 51-70

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE

Fr. Bertrand Mathieu Lacombe 05/01/1923 Battleford 15/07/2011

Fr. Athanase Pronost France 07/05/1925 St Jacques-Guiclan 20/07/2011

Fr. Jean-Claude 
Pelletier Notre-Dame-du-Cap 01/06/1932 Richelieu 22/07/2011

Fr. Oscar Dewulf Bolivia 10/01/1937 Cochabamba 22/07/2011

Fr. Jean-Claude 
Pelletier Notre-Dame-du-Cap 01/06/1932 Richelieu 22/07/2011

Fr. Louis 
Vandenbroeck Belgium/Holland 25/05/1943 Kortrijk 23/07/2011

Fr. Aurélien Giguère Notre-Dame-du-Cap 23/02/1926 Richelieu 26/07/2011

Fr. Anthelme Reignier France 27/02/1925 Marseille 02/08/2011

Fr. Martin Byrne Anglo-Irish 30/01/1944 Brazil 04/08/2011

Bro. Gerard 
Ramokoatsi Lesotho 01/01/1933 Maseru 04/08/2011

Fr. Joseph Blouin Notre-Dame-du-Cap 08/12/1916 Richelieu 06/08/2011

Fr. Michael Devaney United States 15/08/1929 Tewksbury 07/08/2011

Fr. Jan Bartczak Poland 01/06/1945 Gdansk 11/08/2011

Fr. John Mahoney United States 20/09/1925 San Antonio 15/08/2011

Fr. Roland Houle Notre-Dame-du-Cap 07/02/1922 Québec 16/08/2011

Bishop Paul Duffy Zambia 25/07/1932 San Antonio 23/08/2011

Fr. Jean 
Monbourquette Notre-Dame-du-Cap 04/10/1933 Ottawa 28/08/2011

Fr. Eugeniuz 
Laskowski Poland 13/05/1924 Koden 04/09/2011
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Fr. John Cribbin Anglo-Irish 29/10/1936 Limmerick 10/09/2011

Fr. Jean Selvez France 09/03/1921 Lyon 12/09/2011

“They are before God, bearing the sign, the kind of character proper to our Institute, the vows common to all its 
members, the fi rm habit of the same virtues.  We are linked to them by the bonds of a special charity.  They are still 
our brothers and we are theirs.  They now live in our mother-house, our main residence.  The prayers and the love 
they retain for us will one day draw us to them and we shall live in our place of rest together with them.” (Letter of 
Founder to Fr. Courtès, 22 July 1828)
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