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“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”
Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, Superior General

“These are the ones who have survived the time 
of great distress; they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
(Rev.7:13)

We rejoice together in praise and gratitude for 
the Beatifi cation of the Oblate Martyrs of Spain. 
This is a great grace for us, an opportunity for the 
entire Congregation to renew our lives in holiness 
and missionary commitment. The Beatifi cation 
of the Oblate Martyrs of Spain comes in this year 
in which we remember the 150th anniversary of 
the death of Saint Eugene de Mazenod and also 
live inspired by the Call to Conversion of 35th 

General Chapter. This call is “our work” until 
the next Chapter. No, it is the work of a lifetime! 
The Beatifi cation of the Oblate Martyrs of Spain 
echoes the Call to Conversion. We discover in 
their martyrdom the richness and depth of the 
Gospel and of the Oblate charism. 

Whenever I read about the joy that Saint Eugene 
experienced at the proclamation of the dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception, I am moved. 
I imagine now his immense delight at the 
beatifi cation of the Oblate Martyrs of Spain. He 
must be strolling down the heavenly lanes with 
his chest puffed up in pride, sharing the good 
news with everyone and chatting with the Blessed 
Martyrs. I see Henri Tempier at Eugene’s side. 
The Founder always gets a little upset at these 
celebrations since he is still a bit miffed that 
Henri burned most of the evidence about his own 
sanctity to make Eugene shine more brightly. 
Joseph Gerard and Joseph Cebula join Eugene 
and Henri and many other Oblates we’ve read 
about and known. What a gaudeamus Eugene is 
preparing for the Beatifi cation!

We share Eugene’s joy and we are fi lled with 
gratitude for the beatifi cation our brother Oblates 
who were martyred in Spain. We are also called to 
renew our commitment. Religious life, the desire 
to live the baptismal call in a radical way, is a 
kind of successor to the period of martyrdom in 
the early Church. Our consecrated life, inspired 
in the witness of the fi rst martyrs, is a decision 
to follow in radical way the Lord Jesus through 
the vows and in community. The beatifi cation 
of the Oblate Martyrs of Spain demands that we 
choose again to live the root of our consecration 
by handing over our lives to follow Jesus. Very 
recently an Oblate remarked to me, with a 
mixture of simultaneous disappointment and 
longing hope: “Look at our lives! Do we give up 
anything? Do our lives say anything to anybody? 
Our consecration is so watered down!”

It is precisely for this reason that the last General 
Chapter called us to conversion. This is the great 
challenge and the demand that the beatifi cation of 
the Spanish Oblate Martyrs brings us. As we read 
about the generous sacrifi ce of their lives, we return 
to the roots of our vocation and we can’t tolerate 
living a life that is “watered down”. I pray that by 
the witness of the martyrial oblation of the Blessed 
Oblate Martyrs of Spain, we will be impassioned 
to live radically the following of Jesus. I ask them 
to intercede so that the Spirit will set us on fi re as 
missionaries to the poor in the context of our reality 
with the complex challenges we face today. 

I invite us all to deepen the meaning of the 
Beatifi cation of the Oblate Martyrs of Spain in 
light of Constitution # 2 of the OMI Constitutions 
and Rules: “We are men ‘set apart for the Gospel’ 
(Rom 1:1), men ready to leave everything to be 
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disciples of Jesus. The desire to co-operate with 
him draws us to know him more deeply, to identify 
with him, to let him live in us. We strive to reproduce 
in ourselves the pattern of his life. Thus, we give 
ourselves to the Father in obedience even unto death 
and dedicate ourselves to God's people in unselfi sh 
love...” This is at the heart of our charism. Saint 
Eugene and the Blessed Oblate Martyrs of Spain 
convoke us to embrace our vocation as described 
in that Constitution #2. 

A strong and deep faith fueled the missionary 
dreams of the Oblate Martyrs of Spain and attracted 
them to offer their lives to preach the Gospel to the 
poor in Spain, Argentina, Uruguay, Sahara and the 
Southwest U.S. We stand in awe of their capacity 
to give themselves to the Father in obedience even 
unto death, an ultimately selfl ess act for the love of 
the people they did not yet know in the missions they 

hoped to serve. In the midst of these Oblate Martyrs 
there is also is a lay man who was a husband and 
father. I believe it is a sign of the Oblate charism, 
“always close to the people we serve” that in this 
beatifi cation of Oblate Martyrs there is a lay person 
among the Oblates. This is another motive for which 
we rejoice.

Saint Eugene is all smiles for this celebration. 
We too feel pride and joy for the faithfulness and 
radical love of the Oblate Martyrs of Spain. We 
sing with Mary Immaculate, Mother of Apostles 
and Martyrs, her Song of Praise for this great day: 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”  

Congratulations and thanks go to our Postulator, 
Fr. Joaquin MARTINEZ, for his dedication to 
the causes of Oblate saints and for all that he has 
done to make this day a reality.  

General Administration

GENERAL POSTULATION
Causes of the Oblate Servants of God are 
moving forward

Imminent beatification of thee 22 Oblate 
Martyrs of Spain. It is already known that 
this will take place in Madrid on December 17, 
2011. Present, along with Fr. General, will be 
four members of the General Council and three 
Cardinals: Cardinal Angelo Amato, Delegate of 
the Pope; Cardinal Antonio Cañizares, Prefect of 
the Congregation of Divine Worship; and Cardinal 
Antonio Maria Rouco, Archbishop of Madrid. 
Among them will be other bishops, including 
some Oblates who have already confi rmed their 
presence. Other Oblates who are thinking of 
coming should confi rm their presence as soon 

as possible with the organizing coordinator, Fr. 
Eutimio González, egonzalezomi@gmail.com .

The Cause of Brother Anthony Kowlaczyk has 
advanced a step. The Congress of theological 
consulters, held recently, approved his heroic 
virtues. The ordinary meeting of Cardinals and 
Bishops will meet soon and he will be declared 
Venerable. He is fi rst on the list for beatifi cation. 
If there is a solid miracle, he could be beatifi ed 
very soon.

The Cause of the Martyrs of Laos. The validity 
of the diocesan process has been approved. There 
are fi fteen of them, among whom fi ve Oblates, 
besides Fr. Mario Borzaga, whose “positio” has 
already been written and handed in.

Europe

FRANCE
St. Eugene in a Provencal nativity scene

During this jubilee year, St. Eugene de 
Mazenod has entered into the family of the 
“santons of Provence” (small terracotta 
figurines). A few weeks before our entry into 
Advent, we asked him to recall Christmas in 
Provence. 

Bishop de Mazenod, you are now one of the 
“santons of Provence.” Could you tell us what 
that means for a Provencal?
The Christmas tradition deeply rooted in 
Provence is a succession of festivals and rituals 
that last 40 days. We call this the “calendale.” 
In the Church, we begin our journey towards 
Christmas with the fi rst Sunday of Advent, but for 
the people of Provence, it starts on December 4, 
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the feast of St. Barbara, when the grains of wheat 
germinate; the tradition says that if the wheat is 
well germinated by December 25, the following 
harvest will be good. The crèches stay up until 
February 2, Candlemas Day. I cannot resist 
telling you about the celebrations of Candlemas in 
Marseille, going back to the year one thousand. The 
festivities take place around St. Victor Abbey. For 
the people of Marseille and the pilgrims from all of 
Provence, it’s the beginning of a feast that lasts a 
week. They come on pilgrimage to St. Victor, to the 
very sources of the faith of the early Christians. The 
“navettes” (boat-shaped pastries), which have been 
made to nourish the pilgrims, remind us of the boat 
that brought to Provence the family from Bethany 
(St. Lazarus and his sisters).

Bishop, can you recall to us the arrival of the 
santons in Provence?
These santons are dear to me; they traveled 
through Italy before Franciscan friars introduced 
them, along with the crèche, in Provence at the 
end of the 13th century. When I was in exile in 
Italy, the Revolution had forbidden Midnight 
Mass and the crèche in church. The people of 
Marseille, having remained very faithful to their 
crèche, created “public crèches”, put together by 
individuals who let people visit them. The custom 
began then to put up a crèche in every home. In 
1798, Louis Lagnel (who lived in Marseille from 
1764-1822) designed the fi rst plaster molds to 
make his fi gurines. This new technology allowed 
for mass production and greater distribution. But 
the real boom began in the nineteenth century 
with the appearance of the fi rst “master santon 
makers” of Provence. The terracotta personages 
they created were borrowed from daily life and 
the street trades. Unlike the traditional crèches 
containing only the nativity fi gures, in the crèches 
of Provence, there are also the inhabitants of a 
Provencal village. That is what is most original. 
They represent, in local costume, the everyday 
people of the nineteenth century.

Bishop, the outfi t that you are wearing is somewhat 
the same as you wore for your outings in the Panier 
neighborhood.
That’s right. During my episcopate, I walked the 
streets of the Panier neighborhood. When it was 
fi rst suggested that I appear in the crèche of the 

Arterra workshop, I chose to wear this outfi t which 
reminded me of all my visits in this neighborhood. 
I am amazed at all the research that was done by 
the santon maker, like a poet who goes around the 
city to fi nd the images and rhymes of my career in 
the service of the Church of Marseille, particularly 
as bishop from 1837 until 1861.

Bishop, could you describe the fi nal stages of 
your journey as a santon?
In the different manufacturing steps, I felt the 
hand of God, as in the Book of Genesis, when 
God made man. (Gen. 2:7)

The fi nal stage, during which they color me, is done 
with great precision. It is at this stage that I get my 
pastoral cross. You will also notice that my eyes 
have three colors (iris, pupil, white of the eye) and 
the point of light that gives direction to my gaze.

The santon maker gives life to all these details, 
as much in the molding as in the painting. That 
is why these little people, these santons, are not 
static but are living people on the go! Somehow, 
these little people of the crèche are the image of 
what I never ceased saying to the people: “know 
your dignity…” And to my sons, I said: “make 
people more human, then Christians, and then 
help them to become saints.” In this regard, note 
that the word santon comes from the Provencal 
word, “santoun”, meaning “little saint.”

If you want to fi nd me, don’t hesitate to go to the 
old Panier neighborhood in Marseille where the 
workshop Arterra has been part of the family of 
santon makers since 1996. From the beginning, 
Arterra has been known for its very personal 
style. It’s a style which, blending tradition 
and modernity, has elicited the enthusiasm of 
fans and collectors. For it is by refusing the 
weaknesses and constraints imposed by mass 
production that their collections are appreciated, 
not only in the area of santons for the crèche but 
also in that of decor. (Brother Benoît DOSQUET)

Arterra
5, rue du Petit Puits – 13002 Marseille

Tèl :   (33)  04 91 91 03 31
Fax : 04 91 91 25 21

Email : contact@santons-arterra.fr
www.santons-arterra.com
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ITALY
Helping families

In 1966, Italian Oblate, Fr. Luciano CUPIA, 
founded the “Family Center” (Centro della 
famiglia), with a counseling center today 
managed by Fr. Alfredo FERETTI.

Currently, the center is offering a three-year course 
for family counselors, with the purpose of training 
professionals to help couples and families in their 
relationships. Each year of the program, there are 
12 theory lessons, two residential seminars and 13 
training group sessions. 

Fr. Feretti is also holding special sessions for couples 
and families at the Oblate General House in Rome. 
He stated: “Given the success of last year, with the 
other members of the counseling center, we decided 
to repeat the initiative again this year and we already 
have a good number who have signed up.” He 
added: “This is a moment of formation for married 
couples and families who want to rediscover the 
beauty of married love and grow in their loving 
relationship through greater knowledge of self, 
others and God, in relation to their Sacrament.” 

ITALY
COMI: 60 years living a charism in the Church

On August 22, 1951, the Basilica of the 
Annunciation in Florence, Italy, was the scene of 
an historical gift to the Church. Eighteen young 
women, enthusiastic members of the Missionary 
Association of Mary Immaculate, consecrated 
themselves to Mary: the fi rst “Oblate Sisters.” 
Later, they would profess vows. And their name 
would change as well: Cooperatrici Oblate 
Missionarie dell Immacolata – COMI [Oblate 
Missionary Cooperators of the Immaculate].

They consider Fr. Gaetano LIUZZO (1911-2003) 
their “founding father.” It was his idea to give 
to young women who were working with the 
Oblates the possibility of living to the full the 
same spirituality and of sharing, as lay women, 
the Oblate charism.

There are some important dates in the COMI 
history: 1963 – the approval of their statutes 

as a Pious Union; 1987 – approval of their 
Constitutions by the diocese of Roma and their 
becoming a Secular Institute with a missionary 
goal; 2001 – the Decree of Pontifi cal Approbation. 

There was recently celebration of the founding 
of the COMI. It included various presentations, 
a prayer vigil, and a morning of giving witness. 
Fr. Fabio CIARDI presented his book on Fr. 
Liuzzo. The celebration culminated with a festive 
Eucharist presided by the Oblate Vicar General, 
Fr. Paolo ARCHIATI, and concelebrated by about 
twenty Oblates.

The COMI have worked with the Oblates in Italy 
and other countries. Today, they have missions 
in Uruguay and Congo.

CENTRAL EUROPEAN PROVINCE
New formation concept

In the future, formation at Hünfeld will be 
according to the following plan. During the 
prenovitiate, the future scholastics are already 
studying in Fulda. Brother candidates are 
receiving job-specific training opportunities. 
Following the two-year prenovitiate, there will be 
the novitiate, also in Hünfeld. After fi rst vows, the 
priesthood candidates will continue their studies 
abroad. The young Brothers will have further studies 
according to their professional qualifi cations and 
further formation in religious life.

Currently two scholastics are studying in 
Vallendar; others are already in Hünfeld and from 
there, they will continue their studies in Fulda.

The Moderator of the scholasticate in Fulda for 
the next two years is Fr. Norbert WILCZEK. He 
is also responsible for vocation ministry. The 
Novice Master and director of the prenovitiate is 
still Fr. Martin WOLF. This personnel decision 
was adopted on August 29, 2011, and confi rmed 
by the General Administration in Rome.

After a transition period of two years, the new 
formation approach for scholastics will be fully 
implemented. It will be as described above: 
Prenovitiate with basic studies (Hünfeld); 
Novitiate (Hünfeld); advanced study, abroad.
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A trial run at the Theological Faculty in Fulda 
has already begun in mid-October. In opening the 
semester, the University Rector, Monsignor Dr. 
Mueller, explicitly expressed his joy about the fact 
that the Oblates have decided to send students to the 
Faculty. (Nachrichten, 31 October 2011)

ITALY
Mission with youth

Sunday, November 6, saw the beginning of a 
mission to youth at Marcellina in the diocese of San 
Marco Argentano-Scalea. On hand to commission 
the Oblate mission team was the local Ordinary, 
Bishop Leonardo Bonanno, and the pastor of Sacred 
Heart Church, Fr. Paolo Raimondi. 

The mission team will spend the pastoral year 
proclaiming the primacy of God in the lives 
of youth. Leading the team is Fr. Carmine 
MARRONE. He is accompanied by three other 
priests, two seminarians, an Oblate Brother, a 
nun and ten young men and women. 

There was a touching commissioning of the 
team during a concelebrated morning Mass and 
a large crowd at the Marian Vigil in the evening. 
The community welcomed the missionaries 

enthusiastically and participated well in the 
preparatory phase. Other important aspects of the 
mission are four “listening centers” throughout the 
parish; visits to the youth in their homes and in their 
favorite places; and a big penitential procession that 
will conclude the fi rst part of the process. 

In his brief greeting to the bishop and the missionaries, 
the pastor stated: “We don’t expect immediate 
results from this experience, because only Christ, 
the great missionary, sees these. But we let ourselves 
enveloped by his love and we come out of ourselves 
in order to preach Christ to the world.” 

During the mission, the missionaries visit all the 
schools in the area as well as the high school in 
Scalea where many of the boys and girls from 
Marcellina study. 

These young people are not dead inside, but 
they have a great desire of life. They want to 
be involved in calling to the attention of the 
people of the area the possibility of listening 
to the Word of God which is unchanging, but 
now spoken in new ways, so as to penetrate the 
hearts of the youth of Marcellina, a place not only 
statistically young but also young in heart. (With 
the permission of www.Newz.it)

Latin America

BAJA CALIFORNIA MISSION
An education in humanity

As a young man, Fr. Nicholas HARDING, 
was educated at one of the world's truly elite 
universities. He studied at Harvard University, 
near Boston, working towards a Masters in 
Public Health. His professors were some of the 
brightest minds in the fi eld. He was surrounded 
by magnifi cent buildings.

Today Fr. Nick is receiving an even more 
valuable education in Tijuana, Mexico. He 
is being taught, not by college professors, but 
by laborers, sick people and children. He is 
surrounded by shacks and waste in the streets. 
And he wouldn't have it any other way.

“At the university, things were going well for 

me on the outside,” he said. “But inside, I felt 
stagnant, and in reading the Gospel, I knew 
something was going to have to change.”

In May of 2011, the change he longed for came 
to fruition when Fr. Nick professed fi nal vows as 
a Missionary Oblate. It was the culmination of a 
unique journey across the globe and in the soul.

Father Nick was born in 1952 in West 
Virginia but his family moved frequently 
because of his father's work. He spent years 
living in Argentina, Switzerland and Belgium.

After university, he spent seven years working in 
legal services, helping low-income people navigate 
the court system in Kentucky and Nebraska. While 
in Nebraska, he became acquainted with the work 
of the Missionary Oblates.
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He entered the Oblate novitiate in 1987. He 
then pursued theological studies in Rome. 
He left the Oblates to examine a calling to 
monastic life. Eventually he was ordained a 
diocesan priest in Houston, Texas.

For nearly ten years, Fr. Nick worked in parish 
ministries in Houston and taught courses in 
spirituality at the local seminary. But he knew 
something was missing. He didn't have the same 
sense of community life and missionary charism 
that he had experienced with the Oblates.

So in 2007, Fr. Nick reentered the Oblates. 
He was assigned to the La Morita mission in 
Tijuana, Mexico. The man who had traveled 
the world to fi nd his calling had fi nally found a 
place to call home.

La Morita is far removed from the hallowed 
halls of Harvard and the suburbs of Houston. 
It is a neighborhood of about 180,000 people. 
Homes are made of scrap wood and metal. A 
drug war has engulfed the region for the past 
several years, resulting in the murder of 1,000 
local residents annually. The survivors live in 
constant fear for their safety.

In addition to caring for the spiritual needs of 
the people of La Morita, the Oblates also help 
provide healthcare for the poor. A medical clinic 
established by the Oblates at their main parish 
is a lifeline for local residents.

Father Nick spends much of his time in La 
Morita, traveling to the Oblates' eight chapels, 
where they celebrate Mass more than 20 times 
a week. The chapels are made of discarded 
building materials. Leftover office chairs, 
tattered and speckled with paint, serve as seating. 
Cracks between the plywood walls offer the 
only ventilation on hot days. The jagged gravel 
serves as both the church floor and as kneelers 
for the faithful.

As Fr. Nick celebrated his profession of final 
vows, the Oblates and the people of La Morita 
were also celebrating another special occasion,  
the 150th anniversary of the death of the 
Oblate founder, St. Eugene De Mazenod.

The parallels between the Oblate founder 
and Fr. Nick are many. Both men came from 
successful families; both received the fi nest 
education and both traded in the "good life" 
in order to be a "good shepherd" to some of 
the world's poorest people. As St. Eugene was 
dying, his fi nal words to his brother Oblates 
were: “Practice well among yourselves charity, 
charity, charity and outside, zeal for the 
salvation of souls.” (Oblate World Magazine, 
US Province, October 2011)

BRAZIL
Caring for soul and body

The doctor said, “If you are going to work in 
the cortiços you must get Tetanus shots because 
of the risk of infection.” This was the doctor’s 
advice to the team working in the inner city slums 
or cortiços of São Paulo, Brazil.

The Province of São Paulo mounted an outreach 
program to serve the poor and abandoned living 
in sub-standard or abandoned buildings in the 
Center of São Paulo.  

The team is made up of a full time social worker, a 
professional in education and various Oblates. Visits 
are made daily to the families to listen, to discover 
their needs and to help them seek solutions.

The team has been successful in obtaining an 
agreement with one of São Paulo’s leading 
hospitals to provide preventive health care 
mothers and children in thirty families. They 
have also been able to place a number of children 
back in school and obtain jobs for a number of the 
unemployed. There are weekly group meetings 
for mothers; professionals from different fi elds 
are invited to speak to them. So far, health care 
providers have come as well as a psychologist 
who comes on a regular basis. The mothers 
requested a lawyer to give orientation on the 
rights of tenants and this was done. A Center for 
Human Rights continues to monitor the rights of 
the people in this area.

We asked the young people what they would like 
and to our surprise, they asked for classes in English!  
Bro. Geraldo, omi, is providing this for them.
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There are also moments of prayer and study. Every 
week there is a Bible study group open to those 
interested. There are moments of celebration: 
Christmas, other holidays and birthdays, even bus 
trips to different places of interest.

One of the mothers summed it up best. She 

said, “What is most important for us is that you 
are interested in us and care about us because 
nobody else does.”  What better way to witness 
to the Gospel? 

I believe that the Founder is smiling on this 
Oblate initiative. (Fr. Peter CURRAN)

Canada-United States

OMI LACOMBE
Oblate Associates: a search for identity

Behind her smiling and quiet presence Eleanor 
Rabnett is a very alive and involved Oblate 
Associate. Eleanor has been mandated to go out 
across the OMI Lacombe Province and study 
how to give the associates a “Lacombe identity”, 
while still respecting each province district’s own 
identity, gifts and way of life. As she carefully 
outlines what has been asked of her she shakes 
her head in agreement: “We are pretty diverse!”

As she describes her study, Eleanor’s hands move 
on the table to embrace all the information she has 
in front of her. “We have all the writings from the 
General House and the Chapters. This has been a 
real gift. Oblate association is not something that 
we started on our own. This is the Oblates and the 
charism belongs to the entire Church.” 

There is a moment’s pause. “What struck me 
about St. Eugene was that he wanted everyone 
to be a saint. That is what I wanted. Those little 
things that he talks about grabbed me. It held!”

She added the reaction of a fellow associate. 
“I am a member of the Oblate family. I do not 
have to get into the structures. I walk with the 
Oblates!” Eleanor leans back on her chair as 
she relates this anecdote. “There is a lot of joy, 
I can just relax and just be!” Then she added the 
comments of another associate. “I see all the 
possibilities. It is making sense and I want more!”

There are defi nite plans to establish a newsletter 
with links and information about association in 
OMI Lacombe. She recognizes that some of the 
associates do not know what is available in print 
or on the web.

She was asked the question: “What does it mean 
for you to be an Oblate Associate?” She took a 
deep breath and slowly responded. “There is an 
incredible sense of belonging. I am becoming 
more alive. The Community is allowing me to 
grow. It is freeing me! I am becoming more the 
Eleanor that God has created me to be. I am 
becoming more a creature of being and all the 
doing will happen.

“The Oblates are a gift of love for me and I 
am a gift to you. As I meet each one of you 
I am growing in love. The more that I am 
welcomed into the community the more I am 
able to give of myself. I am being fed in the 
Community and I am learning to love. This is 
part of the wonderful gift that God has given to 
me.  Then there is a pause and a chuckle. “But 
don’t think that this has been all sweetness and 
light! I have never been so alive in my life!” 
(www.omilacombe.ca)

UNITED STATES
Going green at an Oblate parish

An environmental awareness program that was 
started at an Oblate parish in Laredo, Texas, is 
spreading across southern Texas.

The Greens of Guadalupe program was created 
four years ago at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish 
in Laredo with a mission to protect, conserve and 
foster respect for the earth's natural resources. 
The parish prides itself as a leader in promoting 
a healthy community environment.

“We work to educate and guide others, hoping 
to create and preserve a healthy environment 
for future generations," said Berta Torres, 
chairperson of the Greens of Guadalupe.
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Over the past four years, the Greens have worked 
to understand the plightof Mother Earth and the 
steps humans can take to conserve the environment. 
Members gather valuable information and tips on 
“Reducing, Reusing and Recycling.”

An interactive presentation created by the 
Greens has been presented to students at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe School and to the parents 
of catechism students. The presentations were 
so well received that they gained the attention 
of leaders from the Diocese of Laredo. Bishop 
James Tamayo has given the group permission 
to take the presentations to ten other parishes 
in Laredo with the possibility that the program 
might expand to the entire diocese.

The Greens recently received a certificate 
of appreciation and nomination for a Texas 
Environmental Excellence Award from the Rio 
Grande International Study Center. Their work 
has also been recognized by the Laredo daily 
newspaper, The Texas Observer.

The Greens also take part in regular cleanup activities 
in the neighborhood surrounding the church. They 
have advocated to the local city council about the 
dangers of plastic bags polluting the environment, 
particularly local waterways. Weekly, the group 
sends e-mails to parish secretaries in Laredo to 
include a “green tip” (in English and Spanish) for 
their church bulletins.

Father Richard HALL, former pastor of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and now pastor of San Juan 
de los Lagos in San Antonio, said the Greens 
of Guadalupe program is merely the latest 
example of how the parish has helped the local 
community. The parish, founded by the Oblates 
in 1926, is the third oldest in Laredo. It has about 
750 families, primarily Hispanic and Mexican.

“Although Our Lady of Guadalupe's community 
is small, we are close and that advantage 
helps us to be more personal with one another 
and experience a closer and richer spiritual, 
communal and social relationship,” said Fr. Hall.

Torres said parishioners at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
created the Greens of Guadalupe after an Eco-

Mission presented by Fr. Darrell RUPIPER. 
Father Rupiper, who died in February 2009, was 
a staunch environmental advocate who traveled 
the country presenting Eco-Missions at parishes, 
in which he encouraged people to recognize the 
sacred interconnectedness of all creation.

“It is our hope that through these presentations, 
other groups can learn this important message, 
adopt the mission and continue the work that Fr. 
Rupiper initiated,” said Torres. (Oblate World 
Magazine, US Province, October 2011)

NOTRE-DAME-DU-CAP
The Oblates and the Canadian Theological 
Society

Two Oblates made an impression on the 
recent congress of the Canadian Theological 
Society which was held on November 3-5, 
2011 at the Dominican Pastoral Institute in 
Montreal. Its theme was “Reconciliation: 
contemporary contexts, new practices and 
theological challenges.” 

Rémi LEPAGE presented a paper about the 
local communities of Poitiers, a Church project 
currently involving several dioceses in Quebec. 
He pointed out that trust, a key value of this 
project, opens the way to developing a practical 
reconciliation. In explaining this, he was able 
to rely, among other things, on his missionary 
experience at Chibougamau and Chapais., 

In addition, the name of Achiel PEELMAN was 
repeatedly mentioned by speakers at the congress, 
an indication of how much his theological work 
makes a valuable contribution in promoting 
reconciliation between Christianity and Native 
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Asia-Oceania

PAKISTAN
Education week

“In Pakistan, saving Christians from poverty 
depends on education.” Oblate Bishop Victor 
GNANAPRAGASAM, Apostolic Vicar of 
Quetta, told the charitable organization Aiuto alla 
Chiesa che Soffre (Help for the Suffering Church) 
about “Education Week” which the Catholic 
Church in Pakistan conducted from October 31 
until November 6.

The Sri Lanka-born prelate referred to the 
widespread illiteracy among Christians, due 
to the grave situation of poverty. Poverty often 
forces the faithful to put their children to 
work, denying them the opportunity to get an 
education. “I hope that through this initiative 
of ours, we will be able to convince Catholics 
to forego a necessary and timely economic 
gain in favor of the future of our children and 
our country.” Child labor, which in the short 
term alleviates serious poverty, denies any 
prospect for the younger generations to have 
skilled employment. Besides a few happy 
exceptions, the small Christian minority is 
now resigned to taking menial jobs, “as if,” 
continued the Apostolic Vicar, “they were 
inevitably destined to do so.”

Pakistani authorities do not pay much attention 
to the low level of education – “as evidenced 
by the low amount in the annual budget for that 
purpose” – or the inadequacy of the national 
education system, which instead of promoting the 
development of the whole person, “is exclusively 
aimed at obtaining certifi cates.” 

Besides raising the awareness of the people 
about education, “the indispensable condition 
for the full development of every human 
person,” “Education Week” calls upon the 
government to take more interest in a problem 
that afflicts the entire country. In Pakistan, 
out of a population of around 180 million 
inhabitants, 25 million children are denied the 
right to study and in the rural areas, two out 
of three people are illiterate.

“I hope that the authorities realize that 
education is an answer to all the challenges that 
face the country: illiteracy, terrorism, poverty, 
violence,” said Bishop Gnanapragasam, who 
is aware that it will take years to arrive at 
an adequate education system. “It is a long 
journey, but it is important to take the first 
step. ‘Education Week’ is exactly that.”

In tune with the Vicar of Quetta, the Apostolic 
Administrator of the Archdiocese of Lahore, 
Bishop Sebastian Francis Shah, says that teachers 
have a central role for the future of his country, 
equal to that of politicians. While visiting the 
international headquarters of Aiuto alla Chiesa 
che Soffre, the prelate emphasized the need 
for religious education for minorities. “While 
Muslim students in Christian schools have access 
to the teaching of Islam, such an opportunity is 
denied to Christians in state schools.”

Bishop Shah recalls Catholic dedication to 
transmitting universal human values, also to 
students of the Islamic faith. “We Christians 
respect all Pakistanis, whatever their creed,” 
concludes the prelate. “Only those who are 
convinced of their own faith can respect that of 
others.” (With the permission of ACS-Italia)

COLOMBO
24 years ago: assassination of Fr. Michael 
Rodrigo, OMI

On November  10 ,  1987 ,  Fr.  Michae l 
RODRIGO, Oblate of Mary Immaculate, 
was assassinated. Known to all as Father 
Mike, the priest carried out his mission in the 
village of Butthala which is predominately 
Buddhist. Over time, the locals accepted this 
man who had learned to know and respect their 
religion to the point of founding the Christian-
Buddhist Dialogue Centre. Promoting love 
and nonviolence, Fr. Mike embraced their 
struggles, and for this reason, he was killed. 
Today, many Sri Lankans consider him a 
martyr. To commemorate the 24th anniversary 
of his death, AsiaNews interviewed Meemana 
Anton, a young Catholic professor.
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How do you see the kind of nonviolence and 
love witnessed to by Fr. Mike through his life 
and mission?
Nonviolence and love are inseparable. The 
quality of our nonviolent actions depends on the 
quality of our love. Our capacity to love and to 
pardon is relative to our capacity for nonviolence, 
and vice versa. The only true measure of love is 
how many victims we have helped. Love is our 
incapacity to reject, our incapacity to say no to 
those who are victims of injustice.

Love turns toward the other. It is our relentless 
protection of the other; our gift of self; our 
surrender; our being at the service of life. Love is 
the foundation of nonviolence: one must love, be 
concerned about, pray for and bless our political 
oppressors, the rapists, the violent, the racists, the 
misogynists, and the imperialists. Being friends 
with our enemy is the greatest defeat that we 
can infl ict: hatred gives him strength, while love 
weakens him and destroys him. Love increases 
our appetite and enthusiasm for life; it purifi es 
our intentions; it encourages us to go beyond 
ourselves and work harder for others.

The really infl uential people are not well known 
during their own lifetime. They are discovered 
and appreciated little by little. Fr. Mike was more 
powerful than Wijeweera [Sri Lankan Marxist 
politician and rebel leader] and Praghakaran 
[founder and leader of the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam] because he did not seek power: 
whoever is really infl uential does not need it.

Professor, what is your idea about the death of 
Fr. Mike?
His death represents the real beginning of his 
mission. The apparent failure of his mission 
is instead its full realization. Being free is our 
inherent capacity to love those who hate us, 
insult us, ridicule us, slander us, make fun of us, 
and spread false news and gossip. But loving, 
blessing, praying for, serving and helping these 
people without expecting anything in return: this 
is each one’s true freedom and the manifestation 
of one’s humility. This is Fr. Mike’s teaching. 

The more they hate us, the more we must love 
them. Those who hate us offer us an evangelical 

opportunity because they push us to give stronger 
witness to the value of prayer.

What do you think of Fr. Mike’s lifestyle and 
his holiness?
His infl uence and inspiration will be eternal. 
Without destroying, he sought to build a 
better world. He tried to overcome evil, not by 
destroying it, but by promoting the good.

Violence is a sin against love; it is our innate 
ability to hate; it is a way to hide our cowardice. 
Instead, to be nonviolent means to be truly 
courageous. For nonviolence is our ability to love 
without restrictions, without reserve, without 
limits and expectations, working tirelessly and 
not expecting anything.

Prabhakaran was, no doubt, involved in terrorist 
activities. But while we condemn his blood lust, 
his cruelty, his ruthlessness, his total lack of 
mercy, we must love him. His actions should not 
be an excuse for us or we risk becoming just like 
him. And the same goes for Rohana Wijeweera. 
A violent person is a person without hope, 
without purpose, disoriented, anxious, desperate. 
Whoever uses weapons is only a coward.

Interior renewal is a continuous self-correction, 
a life-long process. It is the basis for the real 
revolution. The saint is a true revolutionary: only 
such people can bring true liberation to our world.

The Eucharist is the ultimate answer to war. 
The presence of Christ in the life of Fr. Mike 
made his entire life Eucharistic and enthusiastic. 
Fr. Mike is the most Christ-like fi gure that Sri 
Lanka has ever had; he is a disciple of Jesus par 
excellence. If Sri Lanka has been blessed, it is 
because of person such as Fr. Mike. He is a clear 
example of divine grace and love in the history 
of Sri Lanka. If this country is to progress, it is 
essential that it follow the teaching of Fr. Mike. 
(www.AsiaNews.it)

CHINA
A gospel messenger from Texas
 
The great country of China with over 20% of 
the population of the world now faces a most 
diffi cult challenge. As it changes from a poor, 
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rural and agricultural nation to one that is urban 
and industrial, it becomes necessary for vast 
populations to move from the bitter poverty of the 
countryside into urban areas. This is a move of 
some 80 to 100 million people who are displaced 
and arrive in the cities without homes, jobs or 
even papers which enable their children to attend 
school. It is the greatest displacement of people 
in the globe today. How will all these people 
be cared for; what life lies ahead for them? The 
answer depends on how the cities will be run.
 
Till now these have been administered as best 
they could by persons for whom membership in 
the communist party was their only certifi cation. 
As the cities have become ever more complex, 
however, it has become clear that greater 
professionalization is necessary. For this a 
new university has been erected in Beijing to 
explore these issues and begin to provide a more 
adequate preparation for the new generation of 
public administrators. They must succeed, for 
in their hands lies the fate of the vast number 
of immigrants. The work is not complete with 
the building of the dedicated campus, however, 
for the real issue is what will be taught therein; 
what attitude will be converged there toward 
responding to the needs of the poor?

For this the directors have turned outward to various 
sources of ideas, including the Council for Research 
in Values and Philosophy (RVP) founded by Oblate 
Father George F. MCLEAN. This organization has 
specialized, not incidentally, in the gospel values 
needed to transform the many cultures of the world.  
It has held a number of conferences in China in 
recent years on this subject.
 
More specifi cally Miss Hu Yeping, RVP Director 
of Operations, responded to the request for 
a conference on urban administration and 
immigration and gathered the RVP team to do the 
job from the International Business University 
in Beijing. For this, the Council turned to Father 
Jim LOIACONO, for his long experiences and 
deep commitment to the immigrant poor. Jim had 
worked with the Hispanic community in Lowell, 
Massachusetts for 6 years as it sought to establish 
itself in a new land, founding schools and a parish 
self-help community based on the gospel. 

From there, he was called to the front line, taking 
up a parish in Eagle Pass, Texas, but some 300 
yards from the Rio Grande itself, the river that 
serves as a border between Mexico and the United 
States. There he joined the tradition of the fabled 
Cavalry of Christ, a band of Oblates who, in the 
late 1800’s, rode along the Rio Grande to preach 
and minister to the Hispanic population. Jim 
helped the poor from Latin America who struggled 
north and fi nally made it across the river into 
Texas, helping them with the food, clothing and 
papers they needed and sending them on to their 
relatives in various parts of the U.S.

In China, Fr. Jim was just the person they needed 
to hear. He brought his rich expertise in working 
with the urban immigrants from the time of 
their arrival to their integration into their new 
urban communities. To this, he added years of 
close study of the thought of John Paul II on the 
dignity of all human persons, created as they 
are in the image of God. Thus endowed, they 
possess the knowledge and love and the capacity 
to transform their world and build families and 
larger communities. Fr. Jim knew how to work 
with urban immigrants and what China might aim 
for. For in Beijing, they are not only training large 
numbers of students to be urban administrators 
themselves, but writing the books which will 
be used throughout all of China on how the 
immigrant poor are to be valued, cared for and 
launched on their new lives.
 
His was a timely message for this crucial moment 
in the history of this great people. His public 
talks were a triumph and his private dialogues 
followed up by focusing on the gospel message 
to bring it deeply into the minds and hearts of 
all with whom he spoke. From there he went on 
to bring the same message to other institutes in 
Wuhan, Shanghai, Laos and Hanoi, Vietnam. 

Jim has returned to the Rio Grande; he continues 
as pastor of Our Lady of Refuge Parish in Eagle 
Pass as well as Our Lady of Lourdes in Seco 
Mines and Our Lady of Guadalupe in Quemado. 
Of the six weekend celebrations of the Eucharist 
in the three churches, two are in English, three 
in Spanish, and one is bilingual. (George F. 
McLean, OMI)
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Africa-Madagascar

KENYA
Living near violence

Fr. Alfred GROLEAU gives an update on the 
Oblate Mission of Kenya.

Since I have been able to follow international 
news since we set up a dish in Meru last month, 
I see less mention on the famine in Somalia 
overfl owing into the Kenyan refugee camps. 
Though the summer heat has passed, this tragic 
situation remains. The abduction of two ‘Doctors 
without borders’ this month has received much 
attention. It is not an isolated event since it was 
preceded by the similar crime in Lamu on the 
Kenyan coast. This kidnapping was explained, 
it would seem, by the Somalian pirates’ shift to 
softer targets, since their business on the waters 
has become more hazardous.

These events, along with the horrible atrocities 
committed in Mogadishu, have lead to the 
invasion of Kenyan troops into Sudan. Yesterday, 
the president of the transitional government in 
Somalia was denying that Kenya’s assistance 
was requested. There is confusion about how it 
came to be. But the fact is that the Kenya armed 
forces have invaded the territory, claiming some 
victories, and the Kenyan army defends its right 
to be there in the light of all of the disturbances 
overfl owing across its borders.

The invasion has been a cause of insecurity in 
Nairobi with the repeated occurrence of hand 
grenades thrown into mobs of people. Somalian 
refugees in Kenya are numerous and they, of 
course, are the fi rst suspects of these terrorist acts.

I now live a safe distance away from these 
events. The notorious refugee camp is on the 
north-eastern border of the country. My present 
home in Meru is in the north central part of the 
country. I am now 120 kilometres from Nairobi, 
which is a four hour drive. 

While I live in a quiet haven in the three acre 
compound of the Oblate Formation House in 

Meru, there is unrest not far from us. The desert 
begins just north of Mount Kenya, within a 
half hour drive. I learned about the unrest in 
this area this week, when I drove some forty 
minutes directly north of Meru to Isiolo to visit 
Normand Péladeau and Sheila Sullivan. This 
couple are Oblate Associates who had offered 
their services to the Oblates between 2006 and 
2010, Normand as a construction contractor and 
Sheila as a teacher in our formation programs.

After returning to Canada, Normand has come back 
to Kenya to assist in the construction of a hospital. 
He has been back one full year and his commitment 
has included the building supervision of a clinic in 
Merti, a small town further north and deeper into the 
desert and the heat. Sheila has joined him in Isiolo 
this month and now they both will return to Canada 
in early November.

They told me of the killings of a half dozen men 
here and there. The area is under high surveillance 
with the mobilization of troops that can be 
afforded, given the army’s investment in Sudan. 
The agenda here appears not to be connected to 
the Somalian affair. Political ambitions would 
be the cause for jockeying nomadic populations 
to gain votes for the 2012 election. Normand is 
continuing his work but he must exercise caution.

An interesting observation during my visit was 
the queue lined up in Isiolo for distribution of 
food by a non-profi t organization from Europe 
that assisted four hundred people one day and 
another three hundred and fi fty the next day 
(a project of 50,000 KES, I am told, or $5,000 
CAN). This is a sign that some effort has been 
made for famine relief.

While pockets of violence are not far from us, the 
Oblate Formation House lives a quasi-monastic 
life and our concerns are mainly agrarian, trying to 
domesticate rambunctious goats while caring for 
the sheep, the new litter of pigs, a few cows, the 
chickens and the “shamba” (garden). The number of 
our postulants is back to four since a new member 
has joined us. (www.omilacombe.ca)
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Anniversaries for  January 2012

60 Years of priesthood
 1952.01.20 08185  Fr. Santiago Monast    Notre-Dame-du-Cap

50 Years of religious life
 1962.01.06 11189  Fr. Samson Kataka    Northern S. A.
1962.01.06 11187  Fr. Emilianus Tsasane    Lesotho

50 Years of priesthood
1962.01.26 10009  Bishop Louis Mbwôl-Mpasi   Congo

25 Years of religious life
 1987.01.06 13147  Fr. Benjamin Moreboli Lepeli  Lesotho
1987.01.06 13215  Fr. Louis Thabiso Mohlalisi   Lesotho
1987.01.06 13148  Fr. Emmanuel Mabhelandile Njezula  Lesotho
1987.01.06 13214  Bro. Bernard Mosoeu Setsomi  Lesotho
1987.01.18 12998  Fr. Victor Atuncar Prieto   Peru
1987.01.18 13012  Fr. Pedro César Brítez    Paraguay
1987.01.18 13069  Fr. Omar Maza    Argentina-Chile
1987.01.18 13011  Fr. Gustavo Ovelar    Paraguay
1987.01.18 13204  Fr. Manuel Pérez    Argentina-Chile
1987.01.25 13015  Fr. Maurus Kakuru Kantana   Namibia
1987.01.25 13085  Fr. Gregory Zaba Mbanjwa   Natal
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Prayers for our deceased

No. 90-98

NAME PROV./Del. BORN DIED AT DATE
Bro. Stanisław Ma-

kowski France/Benelux 11/04/1926 Béthune 08/11/2011

Fr. John McHugh United States 19/08/1946 Tewksbury 12/11/2011

Fr. Garth Michelson Natal 01/06/1933 Durban 16/11/2011

Fr. Marcus Rupesin-
ghe Colombo 02/02/1923 Colombo 18/11/2011

Fr. Anselm Silva Colombo 22/02/1936 Colombo 18/11/2011

Fr. Angel Fernández Argentina-Chile 01/02/1939 Antofagasta 22/11/2011

Fr. Claude Paquet Notre-Dame-du-Cap 19/02/1929 Richelieu 23/11/2011

Fr. Albert Cimon Notre-Dame-du-Cap 19/07/1933 Richelieu 04/12/2011

Fr. Joseph Zoller OMI Lacombe 07/01/1933 Saskatoon 04/12/2011

“They are before God, bearing the sign, the kind of character proper to our Institute, the vows common to all its 
members, the fi rm habit of the same virtues.  We are linked to them by the bonds of a special charity.  They are still 
our brothers and we are theirs.  They now live in our mother-house, our main residence.  The prayers and the love 
they retain for us will one day draw us to them and we shall live in our place of rest together with them.” (Letter of 
Founder to Fr. Courtès, 22 July 1828)


