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FOREWARD

The approval of the new Oblate Constitutions and Rules has occasioned a number

of projects; among the most promising is the work | present to you today.

The idea of Praying with the Constitutions took root in the heart of a Chapter
member, Fr. James E. Sullivan, O. M. L, in 1980. He inmediately sought the collaboration

of some confreres and thus, gradually, the work began to take shape,

As pointed out in the introduction, this is not a prayer boaok; its intent is to help
us in praying and interiorizing our rule of life. The thoughts which it presents on each
article are of a personal nature, close to the life—style of the one who wrote them. They
vary greatly, combining psychology with theology, joining devotion with concern for
justice in the world. Some are more nuanced, others more radical, but each is a starting

point for advancing our reflections.

I thank those who have contributed to this work and hope that others will follow

their example.

/

TWN-A dml"""‘"

FERNAND JETTE, O. M. I.
Superior General.



INTRODUCTION

OUR CONSTITUTIONS.

Our Oblate life is a life—long project of daily responses to the Lord’s invitation
to total consecration. To be an Oblate is to live an experience of the Gospel vision given
to our Founder and to each of us by the Holy Spirit. Our Constitutions are the written
expression of the essential elements of our call — — the stable expression of a living gift
which is our charism. They should crystalize our experience as a conscious reflection of
the whole Congregation. On the one hand they strengthen and confirm our own lived
experience, on the other, they set down an ideal to motivate us in our life project. This
is what we should be, this is, in fact, who we are in various degrees.

It is not enough that our call be written down, read or studied and checked out
once in awhile. Our growth as Oblates — the effectiveness of our unique charism depends
on our ability to internalize the values which are expressed in these Constitutions. We
fulfill our vocation, we grow, we become more and more Oblate as we make these values
our own, letting them become a part of us. We must incorporate them into ourselves as
our guiding principles and our motivating forces. This requires understanding, acceptance,
firm attitudes and action, all accompanied by evaluation.

Since the call expressed in our Constitutions is, in the first place, a gift from the
Lord, prayer is essential for its internalization. We must pray with and about the
Constitutions and about ourselves as questioned by the Constitutions.

PRAYING WITH THE CONSTITUTIONS.

This is not so much a prayer book as it is a book of aids to our prayer. Its purpose
is to give the Oblate a means to help him internalize the values of Oblate Life and Mission
as expressed in the Constitutions. We wish to present helps for prayer, reflection,
self-questioning, evaluating experiences and determining concrete action in a life project.
The different elements which are presented with each- article, the texts from Sacred
Scripture, references to Church Documents, brief theological reflections, the questions for
reflection and the experiences are certainly not exhaustive. In a way, they are just
examples or models, Hopefully, the Oblate who uses these various elements will continue,
in his own growth process, to find other texts, expand his theological reflection, be
confronted with concrete questions and to learn from and question his own experience.



HOW TO USE PRAYING WITH THE CONSTITUTIONS.

This manual is presented as an aid for daily personal prayer and reflection. It can
also be useful for a monthly retreat day. Although it was composed with the individual
Oblate in mind, it can be helpful for community prayer, retreat days or even community
study or evaluation days.

A. The book presents various aids for prayer and reflection:

1. The text of the Constitution and Rules— — We have limited our work to the

first part of the Constitutions and Rules — —Charism. Where one or other of
the Articles of the Constitutions and several Rules did not lend themselves to
this type of prayer or reflection we have placed the text in its place so that the
manual contains the entire text of Part 1.
At the end of this Introduction there is an instrument of reflection to help
towards a better understanding of the articles of the Constitution and Rules.
The text of each of the Constitutions, in itself, can be used as a topic of
conversation with the Lord.

2. Praying with Scripture — The Scripture texts presented with each article

do not necessarily refer directly to the immediate content in the Article or
Rule nor to every idea expressed in them. In some cases the texts have been
chosen to touch on the fundamental theme behind the Article. There are
seven texts for each article which will give ample help for prayer, either of one
hour, a full day or several days.
Holy Scripture is a true form of God’s presence. Through His revealed Word
God calls us to listen to what He is saying to us here and now. Silence and
solitude are necessary to be able to listen. We must ask the Lord for the grace
to listen to what He says. Read the Scripture passage slowly and attentively.
Read it a second time pausing after each verse. When something touches you, a
word or a phrase that has a special meaning, stop and savor these words, turn
them over within you, repeat them, listen with your heart. We do not have to
constantly compare ourselves with what Scripture says, making every prayer
an examination of conscience. Listen! Let your feelings affect you, experience
God’s love, 2 new meaning, be moved to do something. Spend the time just
being with God. Use your whole being — — memory, imagination, feelings,
understanding — ~ to be with the Lord in His Word. '

3. Documents of the Church— — We just present one or two short references
to some Documents of the Church regarding the theme of the Article or Rule.
A personal research for more would be helpful.

4. Reflection— — A short reflection is presented to awaken some ideas about
the Article or Rule. These reflections are not, in any way, meant to be an
interpretation of or a commentary on the particular Article or Rule. It is
merely a personal reflection of an individual Oblate. It is a way of faith sharing
wich may help the reader in his own reflection on the Article. It does not
necessarily treat the entire content of the Article but just touches on the core
theme of the Article.



5. Questions for reflection— — These questions try to be concrete and demanding.
They require an openness and humility. The questions should confront us and
not simply provide us with an opportunity to praise or excuse ourselves with
superficial responses. Each person may think of even more concrete questions
that he may have to ask himself.

6. Exercises— — One or two exercises are presented to help us examine our
experience, where our daily living of the Oblate values, life and mission is.
These exercises may help us to reflect on our life in its dimensions of attitudes
and actions. To be effective, they should be done with care and attention in a
reflective, prayerful manner.

B. Community Sharing:

The Congregation began in a faith—sharing. The founder shared his call, his
vision and dreams for mission with his first companions. We continue to be a
corporate force for the kingdom. Although the prayers, questions and exercises
are, first, intended for our own personal growth, they will help us in our
growth in “one mind and heart”, as we share the fruits in our community
prayer, meetings and encounters.

C. A Method for Personal Use:

The contents of this book are such that the prayer and reflection on one
Article may be divided up in many ways. A person may use a part of one
Article for an hour of prayer. He may dedicate an entire week to one Article.
He may return to the same Article at different times using different Scripture
texts, other questions or exercises.

Hopefully, this manual will not be a book to be read through one time. The
creativity of each Oblate will help him to find his own method and aids to
make the values of the Oblate call integral parts of his life and mission,

The same questions could be asked at the end of the reflection and prayer
about each article: “What must | do, what steps must | take to make the call,
the values, the mission, the gift stated in this article, a concrete dimension of
my life as an Oblate? What do | have to do to live the reality expressed by
this article better?"”’,
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A
BASIC APPROACH
towards
Deeper Appreciation
of the
CONSTITUTIONS AND RULES

X

“First of all, we rﬁust know them well: we must read them, re—read them and
meditate on their content. We must not allow ourselves to be put off by this
word or that literary expression which we may not like: rather, beyond the
word or expression, we must make an effort to grasp the meaning and to hear

the call of God addressed to us through the medium of these words.”

(Letter of Fr. General, February 17th., 1981)

The objective of the Process suggested here is to come to know the elements
contained in each one of the Articles of the Constitutions and Rules. The hope is that
these articles can become more personal and life—giving for each Oblate and for each

Oblate community.

An hour of either individual work or group meeting is recommended for each Article.



PROCESS

Individual Approach

1. Read the text of the chosen Article.

2. Pick out and note the different ideas contained there.

3. Rewrite the Article in your own words.

4. Compare your own life with the demands of the text.

5. Write down skills you may need, to live out this article more fully,
6. Note the areas demanding more effort and/or clarity for you.

7. Write a prayer in your own words based on the invitation of the article.

Group Approach

1. Invite one of the participants to read the text of the chosen Article.

2. Everyone is then invited to read his own rewritten version of the text, together
with the skills he feels are needed and the areas of effort or clarity that seem

indicated.

3. Everyone shares with the others his underste{nding of the article, the demands he

feels it makes on him and the prayer that he wrote.

4. Initiate a discussion and try to come to a consensus about the changes the article

calls for in this community.

5. Close the session with spontaneous prayers of petition.
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CONSTITUTIONS AND RULES
Of The Congregation
Of The Missionary Oblates
Of Mary Immaculate

FOREWARD

Our Lord Jesus Christ, when the appointed time came, was sent by the Father and
filled with the Spirit “to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives
and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of
favour” (Lk 4: 18—19). He called men to become disciples to share in his mission; in the
Church he continues to call others to follow him.

Blessed Eugene de Mazenod heard that call. Burning with love for Jesus and his
Church, he suffered deeply on seeing how God’s people were abandoned. He chose to
become “the servant and priest of the poor’ and to give his life wholly to them.

Faced with an overwhelming task, he gathered a few priests around him, men who
shared his impassioned zeal for the most abandoned. “Live together as brothers”, he urged
them; “Strive to imitate the virtues and example of our Saviour Jesus Christ, principally
through preaching the Word of God to the poor’. At his persuading, they committed
themselves permanently to the preaching of missions, binding themselves by religious
vows, Soon afterwards he decided to receive Brothers as true sons of the family. Thus
began the Congregation of the Missionary Oblates of the Most Holy and Immaculate
Virgin Mary.

On february 17, 1826, the new Congregation and its Constitutions were formally
approved by Pope Leo Xil. For the Oblates, the Founder’s Preface to the Constitutions
will always be an unrivalled expression of his charism and a bond of unity for the
Congregation. Here, then, is that text which each succeeding generation of Oblates has
treasured as it’s Rule of Life.

PREFACE

The Church, that glorious inheritance purchased by Christ the Saviour at the cost
of his own blood, has in our days been cruelly ravaged. The befoved spouse of God’s only—
begotten Son is torn with anguish as she mourns the shameful defection of the children
she herself bore. Christians, but apostates, and utterly mindless of God's blessings, they
provoke divine justice by their crimes. And did we not know that the sacred deposit of
faith is to be preserved intact to the end of time, we would hardly be able to recognize
the religion of Christ from the few remaining traces of its past glory that lie scattered
about. Such is the state of things brought about by the malice and corruption of
present day Christians that it can be truly said that the greater number of them are worse
off now than was the gentile world before its idols were destroyed by the Cross.
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Faced with such a deplorable situation, the Church earnestly appeals to the
ministers whom she herself enrolled in the cause of her divine Spouse, to do all in their
power, by word and example, to rekindle the flame of faith that has all but died in the
hearts of so many of her children. Alas, few heed their Mother’s urgent plea. Indeed, many
even aggravate things by their own disgraceful conduct and, instead of trying to lead
people back to the ways of justice, they themselves must often be reminded of their own
duties.

The sight of these evils has so touched the hearts of certain priests, zealous for the
glory of God, men with an ardent love for the Church, that they are willing to give their
lives, if need be, for the salvation of souls.

They are convinced that if priests could be formed, afire with zeal for men’s
salvation, priests not given to their own interests, solidly grounded in virtue — in a word,
apostolic men deeply conscious of the need to reform themselves, who would labour with
all the resources at their command to convert others then there would be ample reason to
believe that in a short while people who had gone astray might be brought back to their
long unrecognized responsibilities. “Take great care about what you do and what you
teach”, was Paul’s charge to Timothy, “Always do this, and thus you will save both
yourself and those who listen to you” (1 Tim 4:16).

How, indeed, did our Lord Jesus Christ proceed when he undertook to convert the
world? He chose a number of apostles and disciples whom he himself trained in piety, and
he filled them with his Spirit. These men he sent forth, once they had been schooled in
his teaching, to conquer the world which,before long, was to bow to his holy rule.

And how should men who want to follow in the footsteps of their divine Master
Jesus Christ conduct themselves if they, in their turn, are to win back the many souls
who have thrown off his yoke? They must strive to be saints. They must walk coura-
geously along the same paths trodden by so many before them: apostolic labourers for
the Gospel who, while carrying out the same ministry to which they themselves now
feel called, handed on such splendid examples of virtue. They must wholly renounce
themselves, striving solely for the glory of God, the good of the Church, and the growth
and salvation of souls, They must constantly renew themselves in the spirit vocation,
living in a state of habitual self-denial and seeking at all times to reach the very summit
of perfection. They must work unremittingly to become humble, meek, obedient, lovers
of poverty and penance, mortified, free from inordinate attachment to the world or
to family, men filled with zeal, ready to sacrifice goods, talents, ease, self, even their
life, for the love of Jesus Christ, the service of the Church, and the sanctification of their
brethren. And thus, filled with unbounded confidence in God, they are ready to enter
the combat, to fight, even unto death, for the greater glory of his most holy and sublime
Name.
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How vast the field that lies before them! How worthy and holy the undertaking!
The people are caught up in crass ignorance of all that pertains to their salvation. The
consequence of their ignorance has been a weakening of the faith and a corruption of
morals with all the licence which that inevitably entails. Thus, it is supremely important,
it is urgently imperative, that we lead the multitude of lost sheep back to the fold, that we
teach these degenerate Christians who Jesus Christ is, that we rescue them form Satan’s
power and show them the way to eternal life. We must spare no effort to extend the
Saviour’s empire and to destroy the dominion of hell. We must check the manifold evils
of sin and establish the honoured observance of every virtue. We must lead men to act
like human beings, first of all, and then like Christians, and finally, we must help them
to be come saints. :

Such”are the great works of salvation that can crown the efforts of priests whom
God has inspired with the desire to form themselves a Society in order to work more
effectively for the. salvation of souls and for their own sanctification, To bring all this
into being, they must carry out their duty worthily, faithfully fulfilling their splendid
vocation.

But it is not enough for them simply to be convinced of the sublime nature of
the ministry to which they have been called. The example of the saints and reason itself
make it amply clear that the success of such a holy undertaking as well as the maintenance
of discipline in any society make certain rules of life absolutely necessary for unity of
thought and action among the members. Such unity is a body’s strength, keeping up its
fervour and insuring that it lasts.

Wherefore, while pledging themselves to all the works of zeal which priestly charity
can inspire - above all, to the work of the missions, which is the main reason for their
union - these priests, joined together in a society, resolve to obey the following Constitu-
tions and Rules; by living them they hope to obtain all the benefits they need for their
own sanctification and for the salvation of souls.



CO-—-WORKERS WITH THE SAVIOUR

What more sublime purpose

than that of their Institute?

Their founder is Jesus Christ

the very Son of God;

their first fathers are the Apostles.

They are called to be the Saviour’s co-workers,
the co-redeemers of mankind;

and even though,

because of their present small number and

the more urgent needs of the people around them,
they have to limit the scope of their zeal,

for the time being,

to the poor of our countryside and others,
their ambition should, in its holy aspirations,

embrace the vast expanse of the whole earth.

— 1818 —

15
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PART ONE — THE OBLATE CHARISM
CHAPTER ONE
MISSION
OUR CALL

Article 1

The call of Jesus Christ, heard within the Church through people’s need for salva-
tion, draws us together as Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Christ thus invites
us to follow him and to share in his mission through word and work. We are a clerical
Congregation of pontifical right. We come together in apostolic communities of priests
and Brothers, united to God by the vows of religion. Cooperating with the Saviour and
imitating his example, we commit ourselves principally to evangelising the poor.

Scripture for Prayer:

1. Gen. 12,13 “...Go forth form the land of your kinsfolk. ..”

2. I Sam. 3, 1-18  ““. .. Speak, for your servant is listening . . ."”

3. Luke 1,26-38  “... Letit be done to me as yousay ... "

4, Jer. 1,410 “ .. To whomever | send you, you shall go . ..”

.5‘ Isa. 49, 1-6 “... The Lord called me from birth ... "

6. Isa. 43, 1-7 “... | have called you by name, you are mine . ..”

7. Matt. 25, 1430 ““ .. .Welldone, youare an industrious and reliable servant. . .”
Church Documents: Lumen Gentium, chap. 5; 39-42
Reflection:

CHARISM

Charism is a gift of the Holy Spirit given to a person for the good of others. Vatican
Il tells us that, “by these gifts he (the Holy Spirit) makes them (the faithful) fit and
ready to undertake various tasks for the renewal and building up of the Church.” (Lumen
Gentium 13). This charism is the experience of God that a person has, that experience
which calls the person to take a stance before God and demands that he BE in a certain
way and DO a certain mission. It affects the very BEING of the person, making him
“fit and ready” to undertake the DOING of a mission. It is that person’s vocation, his

spiritual identity. In a way of speaking, the charism of a religious is his gospel talent,
for which he is accountable.
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Each Founder of a religious congregation had his own personal experience of God,
his encounter with God. He felt the presence of God strongly enough in his life to call
him to BE in a certain way, and to HAVE a special vision of the Gospel. This impelled
him to fulfil a certain mission,

Where is the charism of Blessed Eugene de Mazenod today? the charism of the
Founder was not just a special quality of personality which inspired others to follow
him. It was a gift of the Spirit, a grace. Grace is an individual gift to a concrete person,
The Founder received it. His first companions received it. We, his spiritual sons, have
each received it.

The founding of any religious congregation originates in a faith-sharing, by which
the founder communicates his own experience of God to others and they recognise the
similarity with their own experience of God. The moment comes when they can say,
“This group of religious is BEING and DOING what | feel called to Be and DO.”

There are two moments in the charism of a founder, of his first companions and
of all of us who have followed in their steps. The Founder received the Oblate Charism,
the gift to be and do, plus a special charism, given only to him, to call and to unite. The
first companions received the same gift-charism, to be and to do, direct from the Holy
Spirit, plus the gift to respond and to congregate. Each of us who have followed received
from the Holy Spirit the same gift to be and to do, plus the gift to continue and to grow.
Our vocation to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate was a question of recognition, “l wish
to respond to the appeal of God that | experience, and | recognise that the concrete
way of answering already exists in the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate.”

This first article of our Constitutions describes our charism, It contains a descrip- -
tion of BEING - following Jesus Christ, living in apostolic community, binding ourselves
to God, cooperating with and imitating the Savior. . commitment. All this sums a special
vision of the Gospel - Jesus as Savior. It also presents a description of DOING - sharing in
Jesus’ mission, by word and work, evangelising the poor. All of these elements together
constitute our identity - our vocation.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1. What good qualities do | have which help me to cooperate with the grace of my

charism?

2. What are the elements of dissatisfaction with myself in the living of my religious

life?
3. What alternatives do | see for living my Oblate Charism better?

4.  Who and what can help me choose and grow in the alternatives?
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EXERCISES

My Experience of God:

Use your dynamic memory. Do not only recall the events of your life but place
yourself again into those events. Recall your feelings and reactions at that time.
Ask to see, with the vision of faith, where God has been present in your life. Go
as far back as you can remember, go through your whole life to the present day.
When were you closest to God and when farthest away? What were the events
connected with and who were the people involved in the development of your
vocation? What were the moments of conversion? How has your prayer life de-
veloped and fluctuated? In a word, what has been your experience of God?

Oblateness:

A. Remember some occasion in your life in community or in your apostolate when
you felt most Oblate. This means a time when you felt that you were really being
and doing what you were called to be and do as an Oblate. Perhaps,.at the time,
you did not advert to the “oblateness” of the occasion, but now as you recall it,
you see that this was so. Place yourself again in that moment. What was the
occasion? What happened? Recall it well. Relive it. What were you doing - not
just the action and words, but what was the deep religious response behind these
actions and words? What were your fe€lings at the time? What were the elements
of Oblate charism that stood out: total consecration. the following of Jesus, the
evangelical counsels, fraternal community, evangelization, the poor and most
abandoned, Mary?

Notes: 1. Sentiments present in the occasion.

2. Values behind these sentiments.

3.' Elements of Charism.

B. Oblateness in an brother Oblate:

Now recall a brother Oblate with whom you have lived or worked and in whom
you have witnessed our Oblate call incarnated. Either on occasions in community
life or in apostolic life or in the general day to day of his religious life, you wit-
nessed that this Oblate really incarnated what we, as Oblates, are called to be
and do. Think about this. What was he really doing - not the action in itself
but the deep religious response he was manifesting.

1. Why do you say that he incarnated the Oblate Charism?

2. Which were the elements of our Charism that stood out in his life?
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ill.  Response to the world through our Charism:

Page through the world news in today’s newspaper and mark as many articles as you
can which call for a response of one or more of the elements of our Charism,

Article 2 TO LIVE CHRIST JESUS

We are men ‘“‘set apart for the Gospel” (Rom 1:1), men ready to leave everything
to be disciples of jesus. The desire to co—operate with him draws us to know him more
deeply, to identify with him, to let him live in us.

We strive to reproduce in ourselves the pattern of his life. Thus, we give ourselves
to the Father in obedience even unto death and dedicate ourselves to God’s people in
unselfish love. Our apostolic zeal is sustained by the unreserved gift we make of ourselves
in our oblation, an offering constantly renewed by the challenges of our mission.

Scripture for Prayer:

1. Malachi 3, 1-24 ... The Lord whom you seek. . .”

2. Luke 1, 2638 ... He will be called Son of the Most High. . .”
3. Philippians 3, 7--15 . .. I have counted all else rubbish. . .”

4. john 17, 1--18 ‘... to know you, the only true God and. . .”

5. John 14, 5-14 “. .. 1 am the way, the truth and the life. ..”

6. John 21, 15-19 ‘... do you love me more than these. . ."”

7. Matthew 5, 1-12 “. .. Blessed are the poor in spirit./. !

Church Documents: Readings from “Lumen Gentium” Chapter V, 40;
Chapter VI, 44.
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REFLECTION:

FOLLOWING OF JESUS

The root of all christian spirituality and the demanding simplicity of christian
identity is the following of Jesus. To be a disciple of Jesus is to follow him and that
is christian life. So the following of Jesus is criterion of identity and faithfulness for
all christians, Vatican !l establishes the “following and imitation of Jesus’ as the deter-
mining occupation and life pattern of the religious. ‘‘Since the fundamental norm of
the religious life is a following of Christ as proposed by the gospel, such is to be regarded
by all communities as their supreme law.” {P. C. 2a).

Religious should strive to live this following of Jesus radically, as a prophetic way
of living christianity as a clear witness to evangelical life. Thus religious are ‘“ready to
leave everything to be disciples of Jesus”. This following of Jesus cannot be reduced to
an interpretation that deprives discipleship of its historic content of renunciation and
liberation which exist in the message and the very life of Christ. Cross, sacrifice, humility,
obedience, poverty are not exalted themes for their own sake. They must challenge man
to struggle within and overcome the causes of suffering and the cross.

The religious must follow a God who assumed the human condition. He had a
history’ like ours, he lived our experiences, made options, gave himself to a cause for
which he suffered, had successes, joys and failures and surrendered his life. The starting
point of our spirituality is the encounter with this humanity of Jesus. He is the only
way we have to know God, his words, his deeds, his ideals and his demands. It is here
that the first disciples began. They knew a man and little by little they began to see
that he was the Son of God. So to follow Jesus is, first of all, “to know him more deeply’’.
“To identify with him” is to assume aspects of his type of life. As a man Jesus had
attitudes and performed actions. The disciple “‘puts on” the attitude, the options, the
acts, the loves and the commitment of Jesus and thus “strives to reproduce in {himself)
the pattern of (Jesus’) life.

To follow. Jesus, then, is not so much doing exactly what Jesus did, as it is signifying
in our time and place what Jesus signified in His time. So it means knowmg the Word
of God and knowing the reality-of today.

So that by our attitudes and actions, of which Jesus is the model, we can be
obedient to the will of the Father and serve God’s people.

This demands a continuous conversion, a daily confrontation in our attitudes and
actions with those of Jesus.
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Questions for Personal Reflection:

What does “‘fidelity in the following of Jesus’” mean for you?

2. Which of your attitudes are coherent with those of Christ and which are not?

3.  Which of the Beatitudes can you say can be applied in some concrete way (however -
slightly) to your life and why?

4.  Cite for yourself three concrete actions of yours during the past month that you
think were inspired by or express Christ-like attitudes.

Exercises:

Search out in the Scriptures the variety of answers to Christ’s question to Peter
“and who do you say 1 am?” How did the prophets, John the Baptist, the disciples,
the sick and the poor, the pharisees and the leaders, the Father and Christ Himself
answer this question. Place yourself in the scene of Mt. 16 and see Jesus call you
by name and ask you ‘“‘and you, who do you say that | am?” Answer the question
directly to Him in writing.

Read all the accounts of the Resurrection and the appearances of jesus after the
Resurrection. Summarize in one or two words, each of Jesus’ words and actions.
What did the risen Jesus say and do, what attitudes did he demonstrate?

1. How many of these words, actions and attitudes has He used towards you in
the course of your life?

2.- Which of these words, actions and attitudes do you need from him more?

3. As a follower of Jesus which of these words, actions or attitudes have you most
frequently performed for others?

4. Which have you never performed?
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Article 3 IN APOSTOLIC COMMUNITY

The community of the Apostles with Jesus is the model of our life. Our Lord
grouped the Twelve around him to be his companions and to be sent out as his
‘messengers (cf. Mk 3:14). The call and the presence of the Lord among us today bind
us together in charity and obedience to create anew in our own lives the Apostles’ unity
with him and their common mission in his Spirit.

Scripture for Prayer:

1. isaias 43, 1-5 “. . .fear not, for | am with you. ..”
2. Philippians 2, 1-11 “...make my joy complete by your unanimity. .."”
3, John 17, 20-24 “,..may they all be one. ..”
4. Ephesians 2, 19-22 “. . .you form a building which rises on the fundation
of the Apostles. . .”
5. Revelation 21, 1-5 ‘.. .this is God’s dwelling among men. ., .”
6. Psalm 84 “, . .Happy are they who dwell in your house. . .”
7. 1 Cor 3,917 “, . .We are God’s co-workers. . .”
Church Documents: Perfectae Caritatis 15
Reflection:
. COMMUNION

The community of Jesus with his apostles, as well as the first christian communi-
ties and even our own Oblate communities, are all historical realizations of their Trinitarian
Communion. They are an attempt to mediate the Trinitarian Communion of the love of
the Father through the Son in community that calls itself “religious life”’. This free and
gratuitous fraternity of borthers in service to the world cannot be a community without
this communion.

Jesus receives the Holy Spirit from the Father and becomes the Lord of History
in deep communijon with men. The Father conceives in us this same Spirit of Jesus,
by whom we: become brothers to each other and through and in whom we live every
and any fraternity on earth - (Ph 2,3) “If therefore there is any confort in Christ, any
encouragement in the Spirit, any feelings of mercy, fill up my joy by thinking alike, having
the same charity, with one soul and one mind."”

Jesus reveals this love of the Father, which, manifests itself in our love for our
brothers. “No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us. In this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he
has given us of his Spirit. . . Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides
in him and he in God.” (1)n 4, 12-15).
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In Jesus Christ, dead and resurrected, the reconciliation of men with God, of man
with men and man with the world takes place. ‘.. .but we exult also in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation”. (Rom 5,11).

From now on mankind is offered the real possibility of forming a people reconciled
by the power of the Holy Spirit. That is why it is possible for men to live a community
of love, of fraternity, of reconciliation and of pardon. The pardon of God, through Christ,
in the Holy Spirit, is the condition that makes it possible for any community to have
true pardon, overcome hatred, contradictions, limitations and sin, the ultimate root
of all disintegration.

This communion is the fruit of the Cross of Jesus. It is a gift of the Holy Spirit
which takes men away from egotism, sin, enmity, hate, |t is a process of overcoming
sin within a dynamic fraternity, much different than a ‘“club of friends”. It is a long
slow reconciliation process that can only happen if one is “a son of God the Father”
being a brother to His other sons,

Thus communion is “new life” which assumes all the human values of friendship
and brotherhood.

This is the essence, the foundation of all community -this theological commumon-
the gift of the Father through the Son and in the Holy Spirit.

This communion has certain qualities. It is accepting: [t accepts the differences
in persons, for it is God who made the other to be himself. It overcomes oppositions.
It pardons. It converts those who live it. It unites in one same “‘desire’’ but not necessarily
in one same “feeling”. It is gratuitous in as much as it is a gift of the Father to us and our
gift to our brothers. It is the fundamental inspiration of every salvific communitarian
mediation in the church, including our Oblate apostolic community.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1. What three concrete things in your community life show that the community of
Jesus with his apostles is the model of your community life?

2. To what point have you interiorized the presence of Jesus in you so that it affects
your community life? :

3. In what three concrete ways do you feel you have been a gift to your brothers
in community during this past month?

4, Which of the gualities of communion is most lacking in your life?

Exercises:

I My expectations: Reflect on your life with your Oblate community during the
past year. Write out your personal impressions about this community. Make a
list of what you expect from your community. Make a list of your own needs and
aspirations that you feel have not been met by your community. If it is possible,
share this reflection with your community.



My contribution: Make a list of the concrete actions which you have performed
in the past year which you think have contributed to the basic communion of the
community.

What other things could you have done to help this communion?

TO PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED

Like the Apostle,

to preach “Jesus Christ, and him crucified. . .
not in loftiness of speech,

but in the showing of the Spirit, ”

that is to say, by making manifest

that we have pondered in our hearts

the words which we proclaim,

and that we began to practice

before setting out to teach.

: — 1826 —

WITH JESUS ON THE CROSS

Since the ministers of the Gospel
will never reap abundant fruit from their labours,
unless they hold in highest esteem,
and, so to speak,
constantly bear about in their own body
the death sufferings of Jesus,
the members of our Society will earnestly strive
to keep their passions in check
and to deny their self-will in everything;
like the Apostle, they will glory in their weaknesses,
in results, persecutions and distress
endured for the sake of Christ.
— 1826 —
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Article 4 TO LIVE CHRIST JESUS CRUCIFIED

The cross of Jesus Christ is central to our mission. Liké the apostle Paul, we “preach
Christ and him crucified” (I Cor 2:2). If we bear in our body the death of Jesus, it is
with the hope that the life of Jesus, too, may be seen in our body (cf 2 Cor 4:10).
Through the eyes of our crucified Saviour we see the world which he redeemed with his
blood, desiring that those in whom he continues to suffer wifl know also the power of his
resurrection (cf. Phil 3:10).

Scripture for Prayer:

Luke 21, 12-19 “...you will be brought to give witness. . .”

1.
2. Mark 14, 32-36 “...let it be as you would have it, not as I, . .”
3. Rom. 6, 1-11 .. .our old self was crucified with him, .."”
4. 1Cor. 11,2229 “, . .the power of God and the wisdom of God. . .”
5. Gal.2,19-21;6,14  “. ..l have been crucified with Christ. . .”
6. Col. 2, 24-28 “,..1fill up what is facking in the sufferings of Christ, . .”
7. Phil. 2,511 “. . .He emptied himself. ..”
Church Documents: Lumen Gentium, 3: Perfectae Caritatis, 1, Gaudium et Spes, 78
Reflection:
THE CROSS

In answering Christ’s invitation to follow him, we have already experienced the thrust
of his challenge- “If anyone wishes to follow after me, then let him deny himself and take
his cross upon him and follow me”. (Mark 8:34)

The prospect of a Messiah who had to suffer and die prompted Peter to rebuke Jesus
for making such a prediction. Jesus, in turn, rebuked Peter, and called on his disciples
to follow him as a crucified Lord.

We too share Peter’s abhorrence at this prospect and we are fearful before its challenge.
Like Peter, we want strength, power, achievement, success in our apostolate. We are
prepared to take a certain amount of suffering. But we find it hard, and, at times, almost
impossible to face rejection, or the apparent failure to effect change with its accompanying
frustration. Many of us experience a sense of helplessnéss in the face of growing evil and
injustice. Our fragile faith is tested.

In the experience of this fear and doubt we are at one with the disciples on the road
to Emmaus. Their confusion is ours, and like them, we are invited to take it to Christ
for meaning. There is little value in wishing, as they did, that things had been otherwise.
The cross is a reality of life. We must learn to carry it as Christ did.
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Christ suffered, was rejected, was unjustly condemned and killed. In the rare jewish
tradition, He saw himself as the suffering servant of all. He shared the frailty and suffering
of the human condition; he shared the injustice experienced by so many; he shared the
sense of rejection of those who live marginal lives, But he went further. He evoked the
merciful forgiveness of his Father on those who killed him; and he continues to do so
for all those who perpetrate injustice and violate human rights and dignity. For it is only
his forgiveness that calls such people from greed and selfishness, and from the fear in which
‘these originate. For it is only in being one with those who suffer that Jesus can save both
them and those who cause their suffering. ““And I, when 1 am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men to myself”. (John 12:32)

This was the law of his life. He could not avoid it, though he was tempted to seek
other ways. He chose it, and out of this cruelty of man to man, God mysteriously brought
victory over sin and death. For he took Christ’s voluntary acceptance of this life pattern
and transformed it into the gateway to eternal life. It is paradox, it is mystery. Anditis
the reality that we can enter only in the power of the Spirit.

Christ first invites us to deny ourselves and then take up our cross. It is not an invita-
tion to deny our worth or our gifts. But it is to choose to put to death our selfish ego and
reject those things that we cling to out of a false self-sufficiency. It is to accept to really
live in faith and not just out of one’s own meagre resources. His invitation to the cross
. strikes at the heart of all our fears, the fear of losing self. For it is only when we refuse to
be preoccupied with the self that we.can begin to experience what it is to be free for the
gospel. -1t is only in confrontation with the cross that we can come to know the true self,
with its fears and its sinfulness. “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”" {I Cor. 1:18). It is
only in the shadow of the cross that we can show our wounds, accept our need of healing
and forgiveness, admit our own evil tendencies; and so be led to experience the possibility
of victory over sin, evil and death.

We are not called to take up Christ’s cross, for that is unique to him. But we arc
called to positively embrace and be a real part of his suffering in the worid. And we
are invited to meet suffering as Christ did. We are well acquainted with suffering in our
ministry. We can try to ignore it and hope it won’t touch us or drain us, We can struggle
to eradicate it with all our energy. But it will always be part of a fallen race and it will
always torment us. We can only choose to conquer it as Jesus did, by entering its mystery,
choosing to bear it and defeat it in that choice. Through his suffering it has become
bearable; so his invitation still stands - to take up our part of the burden and follow him.
“For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom and weakness of God is stronger
than man’s strength.” (1 Cor. 1:25)
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Questions for Personal Reflection:

1. Do failure, frustration, my own suffering or that of others, invite me to seek hope
and strength in the cross of Christ?

2. How do | witness to the saving mystery of the cross in visible acceptance of my
own suffering?

3. How do | approach others who are suffering in a way that invites them to find strength
in the passion of Christ?

4, To what extent can | say now, with St. Paul, ““May | never boast except in the cross
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me and | to
the world”'? (Gal. 6:14)

Exercises: /

Reflect on some particular experience of suffering in your life. Try to surface your
feelings at that time, how you reacted in the situation or experience. Compare those
reactions with the attitude of Christ in the gospels. Ask for the gift of healing, the
ability to forgive and the faith to see God present in the times of trial.

Surface and reflect on some present anguish over the suffering of others: especially
those who are suffering from injustice, persecution, victimization, lack of dignity or
hope.

What are your feelings about the situation? Are you angry, aggressive, tempted to
drastic solutions, doubtful of God’s love or mercy?

Take these feelings to Christ on the cross and pray for peace in your heart; for faith
to see God at work in this situation as He was in the sufferings of His Son.

Discern the most effective way you can concretely work to eliminate the causes of
these sufferings.
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Article 5a AMONG THE MOST ABANDONED |

We are a missionary Congregation.

Our principal service in the Church is to proclaim Christ and his Kingdom to the most
abandoned. We preach the Gospel among people who have not yet received it and help
them see their own values in its light. Where the Church is already established, our
commitment is to those groups it touches? least. :

Wherever we work, our mission is especially to those people whose condition cries
out for salvation and for the hope which only jesus Christ can fully bring. These are the
poor with their many faces; we give them our preference.

Scripture for Prayer:

1. Matthew 5, 13-16 “...You are the salt of the earth. ..”

2. Matthew 10, 5-15 “...Go after the lost sheep. ..”

3. Matthew 10, 16-27  “...You will be brought to trial before rulers. . ."”

4, Luke 4,14-22 .. .He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor...”
5. John10:1-18 “...lam the good shepherd. . .”

6. John15,1-8 “...Liveoninmeas!doinyou...”

7. Matthew 28, 16-20  “...Know that | am with you always. .."”

Church Documents: Nuntiandi, Chap. |, 6; I1, 19; 111, 29, 30, 31, 38.
Reflection:

EVANGELIZATION

Evangelization means more than just preaching and administering the sacraments.
Evangelization has developed from being a simple proclamation of the word to those who
have not heard of Christ. 1t has progressed to the second step of being the continued
proclamation of the word and life to those who have heard of Christ, and to the third
step of proclaiming the word to them so that, by living that word, they may be free.
Therefore, to really evangelize, we must first of all be a sign and proclaim. It is not enough
merely to get involved in social or ideological development. We have to, with our voices
and our lives, proclaim the Word of God.

To discover what evangelization really is, we must go back to the simplicity and the
newness of the Gospel. The Gospel is love and that is what we are proclaiming. But
we cannot proclaim the love of God unless we become a sign of that love. We proclaim
it by our teaching but also by loving those people with whom we come in contact. An
individual priest cannot, | think, evangelize the masses. He can only evangelize, or help
them to evangelize themselves, those with whom he comes into contact and loves concretely.
He can show that they are persons who are lovable to God and, therefore, to himself.

The fact of proclaiming makes us a sign that God exists and that He loves man. This
can have its own effect on the persons and the society to whom and where the Word
is proclaimed.
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This brings us to the second element of evangelization. Presence! We have to be
present, a presence which is contained in community. Presence is sharing, not just our
goods but our life, our weakensses, the fact that we do not know everything. Maybe
we do not love as much as some of those people to whom we have gone to teach.

Sharing with them, caring with them and bearing with them. This brings us to the
third element; evangelization must be liberation. The salvation of Christ is an ongoing
process which frees men, not only from sin but from the effects of sin. The method of
our evangelization, therefore, must be to make people aware that they are all children of
God and brothers and that they have a dignity. The place for this conscientization is the
basic community of people who can know each other and can love each other concretely.

Therefore to be a missioinary, an evangelizer, is to undergo constant conversion.
It is a conversion from a god who is really not the God of love. "It is a conversion to the
God of love and a realization that money and power and knowing things is not important
but that loving is important. It is a conversion to Christ who said: ‘““Greater love than this
no man has than a man lays down his life for his fellow man®. It is a conversion to the
other. It is a conversion to a Church which is not so much the institute which give security
but is a Church with a mission, which provides a challenge in the constant process of
forming man.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1. What time, means, method do [ take to prepare my direct proclamation of the word
by preaching, meetings, etc.?

2.  What type of Presence do | experience with my people?

3. How do | concretely show my love for the people to whom | am called?

4. How am | evangelized by the poor?

Exercises:

. Make a planned re-study of “‘Evangelii Nuntiandi’’:
Which ideas or elements in this document are you already living?
Which elements have still to be implemented by you?
Which elements do not apply to your mission work?
Which elements of your mission work go beyond this document?

1. An analysis of your missionary work:
What are the fundamental motives behind the work you are now doing?
With these particular people?
How do you question yourself about your work?
How do you help your people?
What is your concrete objective in your work with the people?

1. Examine your work and conversations with your people during the past month?

How many moments in these encounters would you consider as evangelization by
proclamation, by witness, by presence, by love?
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Article 5b AMONG THE MOST ABANDONED {1

Wherever we work, our mission is especially to those people whose condition cries
out for salvation and for the hope which only Jesus Christ can fully bring. These are the
poor with their many faces; we give them our preference.

Scripture for Prayer

1. Exod. 3, 7-10 “. ..l have witnessed the afflication of my people...”
2. 1sa. 10,14 “. . .Woe to those who enact unjust statutes. . .”
3. Amos 2, 68 “, . .they force the lowly out of the way. , .”
4. Matt. 10, 5-10 “, . .the reign of God is at hand. .."”
5. Luke4,18-23 “, . .He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor. . .”
6. Phil. 2, 6-11 “, . .He emptied himself. .."”
7. James 2, 1-13 “,..you treated the poor man shamefully. . .”
Church Documents: Evangelii Nuntiandi Nos. 30-31
Reflection:
THE POOR

Through out history, when the Church has become too “settled” and lost in some
degree its sense of mission, it renews itself by once more turning its attention to the
poor and asking to see in them the face of Christ. Once more it tries to make its own
the compassion of the lLord for the meek and lowly, trying in its members to recapture
His spirit of outreach to those whose condition makes them open to receive in joy the
riches of God. Our own Founder recognised this need in the poor of Provence and res-
ponded to it with his companions.

The hearts of the poor, the marginalized, the abandoned, the hopeless cry out for
“good news’. But their poverty does not necessarily make them open to the Gospel.
They have many needs, and, like all people, are also tempted to anger, resentment, fear,
bitterness, greed and hate. There is little value in preaching an other-worldly desencarnate
gospel to a hungry people. It is true “‘that the worst form of poverty is not to know
Crist” (MO, 1972, 15b) We are called to prociaim the Gospel to those who have yet to
hear it for the first time and to those who see no need for Crist’s presence as well as to
those who have already heard the Gospel message. However, it is the materially deprived,
the underpriviliged, those who toil and suffer almost without hope that most deserve our
compassion and our care. That much is clear from the Gospels and the life of Christ. It is
also the basis of our charism as Oblates and sons of Eugene de Mazenod. Therefore, the
Missionary Outlook Statement of the 1972 Chapter in the section entitled, Preference for
the Poor, says, “With renewed zeal we will seek out, befriend and respect as brothers, the
abandoned poor with their many faces- the weak, the unemployed, the illiterate, victims of
alchohol or drugs, the sick, the marginal masses in less developed countries, immigrants and
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minority groups in all countries who are excluded from the benefits of development.”
(MO, 1972, no. 15) We are called to give such people our preference. ‘‘These are the poor
with their many faces; we are called to give them our preference.” We are also called to
give them the hope that only Jesus can bring. To give them our preference can imply many
attitudes, 1t can call us to live fully with them, sharing our life, our means, our limitation:
we can really share the injustices they endure, calling them to patience and forgiveness as
we strive to remove the intolerable conditions under which they live. Unless we are willing
to experience what they experience, we can hardly call them to a Christ like response to
their situation, and show them in our own lives the joy and peace of God’s presence even in
their affliction. For while we seek to do all we can to alleviate their economic disabilities,
we have also to call them to the joy of the beatitudes. The social apostolate has broader
objectives than mere equitable economic sharing. It has to be a clear sign of God’s Reign
of Peace and Justice, as well.

Not all of us will find ourselves ministering directly to the most abandoned. But our
stated preference as Oblates will challenge us in many ways. We will need constantly to
question the inclination to subtilely fall into an over comfortable life-style, feeling that
such is expected and even our right, for the milieu in which we minister. We may also
need to have the courage to challenge those to whom we minister in more affluent situa-
tions, about their concern for the poor in their own neighborhoods. This is especially
true today in the apostolate of education, where parental aspirations tend more and more
to go along with economic security and advantage for their children. As communities and
Provinces, we are also called to examine frequently the type of ministries we are engaged
in, and at times we will feel urged to shift our emphasis in accord with our traditional
charism to serve the poor and abandoned. We will face dilemmas over our choice of
ministries, between those that provide financial security and those that call for the risks the
poor have to take daily. Above all, we need, in a special way, to be fully supportive of
those brother Oblates who are trying to live with, work with, suffer with and be a voice
for the voiceless in our world.

Questions for personal reflection:

1. How often have |, in recent months, preached about the rights of the poor?

2. How often,.in the past two months, have | spoken to a rich or powerful person about
the situation of the poor, the underprivileged, the dispossessed?

3. How often have | just spent time having a friendly and compassionate conversation
with a poor person?

4. Do | really know “the most abandoned”’ in my area of mission?

Exercises:

1. Spend an afternoon or retreat day on this topic of “The Poor.” How do | experience
this call to the “most abandoned”? If my work is not directly with the poor, nor in
the midst of the poor, what do | do not to lose sight of the principal end of the
Congregation - the evangelization for the most abandoned? How do | get the people
with whom and for whom | work to better understand the situation of the poor, to
love them and have solidarity with them? What must | do to be closer to the poor?

2. Pray with the parable of the Good Samaritan (luke 10, 29-37). Imagine yourself
in the position of each of the personages. Which one fits you better? Whom would
you want to be like? How can you be more like that one?
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Article 6 iIN THE CHURCH

Our love for the Church inspires us to fulfil our mission in communion with the
pastors whom the Lord has given to his people: we accept loyally, with an enlightened
faith, the guidance and teachings of the successors of Peter and the Apostles.

We coordinate our missiohary activity with the overall pastoral plan of the local
‘Churches where we work, and we collaborate in a spirit of brotherhood with others who
work for the Gospel..

Our efforts will be characterized by a genuine desire for unity with all who consider
themselves followers of Jesus, so that, according to His prayer, all may believe that the
Father has sent him. (Cf. John, 17,21) Finally, in our hope for the coming of God’s

" reign, we are united with all those who, without acknowledging Christ as Lord, nevertheless
love what he loves.

Scri_pture.fdr Prayer:

1. Luke 10, 16-20 “...your names are inscribed in heaven. .."”
2. Matt. 13, 31-32 .. .the reign of God is like a mustard seed. . .”
3. Matt. 28, 16-20 .. .teach them to carry out everything | have commanded
you, ..”
4. 1Cor. 14,12 . “...try to be rich in those that build up the Church. ..”
5. Acts 2,42-47 “, . .praising God and winning the approval of all the people, . .”
6. | Thess. 5,12-22 ‘.. .remain at peace with one another. ..”
7. John 17, 6-19 ...l have sent them into the world. . .”
Church Documents: Evangelii Nuntiandi 62, 63

Perfectae Caritatis  2c

Reflection:
EVANGELIZING MISSION IN THE LOCAL CHURCH
Religious life cannot be perceived nor can its existence be justified except in the
context of the Church. The Church is the Presence of Christ as response to the needs
of the world, which is groaning in its struggle to become Kingdom.

The Holy Spirit is constantly present to assure that the Church continues to be
Christ’s Presence in response to the world by ‘“‘alloting His gifts to everyone according
to His will”. (I Cor. 12,11). He distributes special graces among the faithful of every
rank, By these gifts He makes them fit and ready to undertake the various tasks or offices
advantageous for the renewal and building up of the Church. (L. G. 12). Among these
gifts is the gift of religious life, which is not just an organization or sub-system within the
Church, but is a gift to the Church from the Spirit, a gift for the life of the Church.
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This gift of Religious Life exists only in the concrete, specific lives of the individuals
who are called to live the gift of a particular charism, in a particular religious institute. The
charism of Religious Life is incarnated in the charism of each religious institute accepted
by the Church. The vocation of each Congregation - our vocation as Oblates of Mary
Immaculate - is to serve the Church in a special way to live its twofold dimension. We
should help with its renewal by constantly calling it back to Christ and its roots in the
Gospel through an ongoing process of conversion, of which we ourselves must be the
witnesses through our lives. We must help with its reform by calling it to a critical aware-
ness of how it must adapt to the needs of the world through a conscious reading of the
“signs of the times’’.

Just as Religious Life is incarnate in a particular religious institute, “the Universal
Church is, in practice, incarnate in the individual churches, made up of such or such an
actual part of mankind, speaking such and such a language, heirs of a cultural patrimony,
of a vision of the world, of an historical past, of a particular human substratum.” (E. N, 62).
Therefore, we, as religious, are called to serve the local Church. We must, each of us, as we
undertake a mission in a parish, in basic communities, in institutes, or in any apostolate,
immerse ourselves into the mystery of the local Church-always united to the Pastor. This
local Church can have several levels, the principal one being the diocese or vicariate, whose
Pastor is the bishop. |t can also have an even more specific level of parish or basic ecclesial
community. But it is on these local levels that we work in a very specific way by parti-
cipating with the richness of our charism. If the expression heard from our history, ‘“‘we
are the Bishop’s men”, is to have any relation to our call from the Holy Spirit, we can only
be bishop’s men with our charism.

Rule 4 tells us that “faithfulness to our Oblate vocation must guide us in our missionary
enterprises and in accepting pastoral assignments.” This does not mean that we proudly do
what we want and in the way we want. We cannot set ourselves up in competition to the
other diocesan, religious and lay pastoral agents. As a result of our love for the Church, we
participate in, cooperate with and foster in every way overall pastoral plans. We do this
always with those elements of our charism which should mark any work we undertake.

Our prime objective, then, in being at the service of the local Church is not to satisfy
any Oblate communitarian or personal need, but to contribute our abilities, our talents,
our vision, our way of being and doing, born of our charism, to the building up of the
Kingdom and the Church, For that reason, we will not cling to the things we have done
but be ready to move on to other missions, in the same or other local Churches.
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Our mission and our contribution is of the Church and as Church, This means that
we do not act alone but participate in the mission that has been confided to the Church,
collaborating with the others who are also called to this same mission. We should respond
to the progressive call that the Church makes to us in its documents, to go beyond the
actual structures of the service to the Kingdom of God, to be, from the local Church as
a starting point, an evangelizing vanguard. This will bring us to dialogue with the bishops
and ‘other pastoral agents, to create, with vision, new and daring ways of bringing the
Gospel message to the world. In a word, we are called to be the memory of the Church,
on every local level, reminding ourselves and all that we are called to be Christ’s presence
in appropriate response to the world.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1. In what sense is evangelizing mission and insertion into the local Church a reality in

my life, in the life of my community, in the life of my Province?

2. Is there a common, overall pastoral approach or plan in my local Church? Do |

follow it? What do | do to foster such a plan?

3. Do | take pastoral decisions in discernment with others? To whom am | accountable

for my work? When and how do | evaluate my pastoral work?

Exercise:

Make a study of some particular Church policy, either on the diocesan or national
level, of the past year, e.g., a policy about lay ministries, preparation for the sacraments,
the justice ministry, etc. Evaluate this policy: is there some contribution you can make
to it, are there some questions you have around it? Make a specific plan to implement
it in your local area, :
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Article 7 PROCLAIMING THE WORD

As priests and Brothers we have complementary responsibilities in evangelizing. We
will spare no effort to awaken or to reawaken the faith in the people to whom we are sent,
and we will help them to discover “who Christ is”’. Our mission puts us on constant call to
respond to the most urgent needs of the Church through various forms of witness and
ministry, but especially through proclaiming the Word of God which finds its fulfillment
in the celebration of the sacraments and in service to others. We have as our goal to
establish Christian communities and Churches deeply rooted in the local culture and
fully responsible for their own development and growth,

Scripture for Prayer:

1. Eph.1,9-12 .. .we were predestined to praise His glory...”

2. Eph.2,19-22 “...you are, . .members of the household of God. . .”

3. Psalm 133 “...behold, how good it is. . where brothers dwell at one. . .”
4. 1Cor. 15,1-8 “.. .that Christ died for our sins. . .”

5. Acts. 2,42-47 ‘.. .they devoted themselves to. . the communal life. . .”.

6. Rom. 12,9-21 .. .Love one another with the affection of brothers”

7. HCor. 8, 1-15 “. . .they begged us..for the favor of sharing in this service

to members of the Church. ..”

Church Documents: Gaudium et Spes. 32

Reflection:
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

The Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, Gaudium et Spes, clearly
states the purpose of God’s plan: “‘all men are called to one and the same goal, namely
God Himself, “(G. S. 24). They are called to this goal as one family, treating one another
in a spirit of brotherhood. Jesus himself implied the communitarian nature of man’s
vocation and the similarity it has to the union of the Divine Persons- ‘‘that all may be
one as we are one.” (John 17, 21-22). Lumen Gentium, the Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church, makes it clear also that God's will is “to make men holy and save them, not
merely as individuals without any mutual bonds, but by making them into a single people.”
(L. G, 9). “So, from the beginning of salvation history, He has chosen men not just as
individuals but as members of a certain community.” (L. G. 32). Jesus’ whole life and
ministry developed this communitarian character of God’s plan. (L. G. 32).
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Pope Paul VI, in the Apostolic Exhortation ‘“Evangelii Nuntiandi”, - “On Evangeli-
zation in the Modern World"”, - makes the formation of christian community the sign
of the full development of the proclamation of the Good News. When the Gospel “is
listened to, accepted and assimilated, and when it arouses a genuine adherence in the
one who has thus received it,” then it reaches full development. This is “an adherence
to the truths” but, ‘“still more an adherence to a program of life’”’ It is “an adherence
to the Kingdom. . to the new manner of being, of living, of living in community.” This
adherence only “reveals itself concretely by a viable entry into a community of believers.
(E.N. 23)

The goal of christian life is to live the faith, to give praise to the glory of God, to
live this union with God Himself. The goal of our pastoral efforts in our work of evangeli-
zation is to build up the family of God- to build christian communities, not where members
may be counted and services rendered to individuals, but where truly christian life may be
lived.

To be really community, a christian community must be small enough to enable an
interpersonal christian relationship to exist. As smaller christian communities are deve-
loped we get back to the original meaning and purpose of what we call a parish. The word
“parish’ comes from the Greek word “oikias”, which means neighbourhood. Whether this
neighborhood is geographical or environmental, it is the gathering of neighbours who adopt
christian community as a way of life. Whether this community is called a Basic Christian
Community, a basic ecclesial community, a neighborhood community, a faith community
or just a small christian community, whatever its name, it is the primary and fundamental
ecclesial nucleus, 1t is, at its own level, responsible for its richness and expansion, it is
the focal point of evangelization and the primary factor of human promotion and develop-
ment,

The Synod on Evangelization reflected on these small communities because they
are flourishing throughout the Church. These communities come together within the
church, unite themselves to the church, cause the church to grow. They are in communion
with the pastors of a local church. *“As hearers of the Gospel . . . and priviliged benefi-
cieries of evangelization they. . . become proclaimers of the Gospel themselves.”” {(EN 58)

These christian communities distinguish themselves from other small groups, associa-
tions or organisations within the church, which may be formed for more specific apostolic,
educational, social or organizational objectives. The christian community is Church, its
objective is to form church. It is characterized by an intimate, interpersonal relationship in
the faith, the deepening in each member of the Word of God, participation in the Eucharist
as the celebration of the life events of the community, its sufferings and its joys. It causes
the Word of God to be lived in solidarity and commitment to the new commandments of
the Lord. It makes the ecclesial mission and the visible communion with the pastor present
and active. Christians thus united “nourishing their adherence to Christ, look for a more
evangelical life in the midst of the people, collaborate to question the vocation of commu-
nion with God and with their brothers, offering a valuable starting point for the constru-
ction of a new society, the civilization of love” (Puebla, Part 111, chap. 1). It leads to a
greater commitment to justice in the social reality that surrounds it. It is not a community
closed in on itself but goes outward as community to the diocese, the universal church, the
neighbourhood, the city, the nation and the world.
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To be a proclaimer of the Word it is necessary to build community, be a member of
community. The more we can understand about community, the more experience we have
in living community, the more capable we will be to undertake this task.

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1. What have | done to try to understand better my obligation to build community?
2. What are my objections to the idea of small christian communities?

3. In the past two months which of my activities have been directed toward helping

or evangelizing individuals and which toward the building of community?

Exercises:

1. Make a study of the topic of community in its theological, sociological, psychological
and anthropological aspects in order to better understand all that is involved in the
call to build community.

2, Begin a reflection group with the laity in your apostolate to discover with them the
way to build christian community.

SIMPLICITY IN PREACHING

To aim at elegance of style

rather than solidity of doctrine

would go directly counter

to the spirit of our Rule . . .

Our one and only aim should be

to instruct the people . . .

not only to break

the bread of the Word for them

but to chew it for them as well;

in a word, to insure

that when our discourses are over,

they are not tempted to heaf foolish praise
on what they have not understood,

but, instead, that they go back home
edified, touched, instructed,

able to repeat in their own family circle
what they have learned from our mouth.

— 1818 —
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Article 8 WITH DARING, HUMILITY AND TRUST

We will always be close to the people with whom we work, taking into account their
values and aspirations. To seek out new ways for the Word of God to reach their hearts
often calls for daring; to present Gospel demands in all clarity should never intimidate us.
Awareness of our own shortcomings humbles us, yet God's power makes us confident as
we strive to bring all people —especially the poor— to full consciousness of their dignity
as human beings and as sons and daughters of God.

Scripture Readings:

1. Isa. 55, 10-11 “, ..My word . .shall not return to me void. . ."”
2. Ezech. 2,6 :3,89 “. . .Fear neither them nor their words. . .”
3. 1Cor.2,1-5 “. ..l came among you in weakness and fear...”
4. John 15,13-17 “...There is no greater love than this. . .”
5. John 15,18-27 “,..They hated me without cause. ..”
6. john 16, 1-4 “, . .lI'have told you this. . . to keep your faith from being
shaken. ..”

7. Rev.2,1-5 “,..You do not become discouraged. . .”
Church Documents: Evangelii Nuntiandi : 30-31 : 40-46

Dives in Misericordia

Redemptor Hominis : 8-18
Reflection:

FAITH — RISK

Radically, it is the gift of faith that both calls us to respond to the invitation of
Christ to follow Him and strengthens us in the unknown paths where he will lead us.

Like life itself, faith is dynamic. It changes as life progresses and new challenges call
for deeper insight and greater trust, Faith doesn’t necessarily become easier as we get older
and our world changes. It can become stronger but it will always go hand in hand with fear,
doubt and timidity. Like the disciples in the storm we are constantly challenged by the
call of Jesus. “Where is your courage; how little faith you have!” (Matt. 8,26). Yet, like
them, we are also encouraged by the promise that His Spirit is with us and by His loving
encouragement, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (john 14, 1-2).
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The challenge of this Article is a challenge to listen to the needs of others with a
sensitive heart and to be open to their values and their aspirations. Such listening will,
at times, evoke unsettling questions within ourselves, It will call for responses that will
make us more deeply aware of the implications of feaving all to follow Christ. Our felt
weakness will make us humble but only our trust can make us daring. At times we will
be tempted to close our ears to the implications of the beatitudes and questions how blest
we will be when insulted and persectuted for his name’s sake. (Matt. 5, 11). We know well
how the prophets suffered and how Jesus became the victim of those who hated justice and
the truth.

Vatican I invites us to read and respond to “the signs of the times.”” These will vary
in each age and in each culture and milieu. We are called to be sensitive to the values,
traditions and aspirations of the peoples to whom we minister. [t is a sensitivity that
invites openness to their needs and, at the same time, a critical appraisal of these in the
light of the Gospel. We will be called both to encourage and to challenge, to affirm and to
confront, to blend justice with mercy.

We are all aware that in these times critical and complex situations exist in many
countries around issues of social justice and basic human rights. Speaking the truth humbly
humbly and sincerely will always be a risk in such settings. Faith-Risk becomes a challen-
ging value to all who are called to espouse the rights of the poor. We are also conscious
of the many global issues that face us: world hunger, the threat of nuclear arms, the
maldistribution of wealth and the fruits of the earth. Policies of greed in one country
affect livelihoods in many. If our problems are global, so must be our consciousness.
We anguish with the anguish of the world.

We are not people who have all “the answers”. We must resist the temptation to
narrow fundamentalism on the one hand and simplistically radical solutions on the
other. Yet for all its complexity therc are solutions offered by the Gospel to many of the
issues we face and the prophetic voices within us and among others will not be stilled.

Here we must turn for strength to the humility of jesus. It is that which will allow
us to be conscious of our own limitations and also of the power of God at work within us.
It is only such awareness that will allow us to speak and act authentically and with courage
as we proclaim the Good News in these times.

Our hope rests in the humble, sensitive, gentle yet daring Jesus who tells us, “Take
courage! | have overcome the world.” (John 16, 33)



40

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1. How sensitive am | to the values and aspirations of others? Do I tend to be open or
judgemental when presented with “Foreign’ ideas or viewpoints?

2. Where and how do | experience today that my faith is most tested and tried? Have
I spent time praying with Jesus around these feelings?

3. What serious attempts have | made to reflect on ““the signs of the times”? Do current
world situations chatlenge me?

Exercises:

1. A first exercise could be one of really listening.
Attend a meeting in your area where issues of human
rights, injustice, matters of public concern are being
openly discussed. Preferably this should be a “non-
church' sponsored meeting. List down the issues
you hear that surgaced and try to relate them to
you own values scale and priorities.

2. How about trying to find out if your “preaching”
is relevant to the concerns of people and if it
is spiritually nourishing to them? Invite some of
those to whom you give the Word to share with you
. how they hear you, Risk their criticism: be open
to their suggestions.
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Article 9 AS PROPHETS OF THE NEW WORLD

We are members of the prophetic Church. While recognising our own need for conve-
sion, we bear witness to God’s holiness and justice, We announce the liberating presence
of Jesus Christ and the new world born in his resurrection. We will hear and make heard
the clamour of the voiceless, which is a cry to God who brings down the mighty from their
thrones and exalts the lowly (cf. Lk 1:52). This prophetic mission is carried out in
communion with the Church, in conformity with the directives of the hierachy and in
dependence on our Superiors.

Scripture for Prayer:

1. Isa. 42,19 ‘“...l, the Lord, have called you for the victory of justice. . .”

2. Amos 5, 21-24 “. . .then let justice surge like water. . .”

3. Matt. 10, 16-42 “, . .When the hour comes, you will be given what you are to
say...”

4. Acts 4, 1-21 “. . .we cannot help speaking of what we have heard and
seen. ..”

5. Jer.22,1-17 “...Thus says the Lord, do what is right and just. . .”

6. Psalm 82 “...Rise O God, judge the earth...”

7. Matt. 11, 1-15 “. . .Blest is the man who finds no stumbling block in me. . .”

Church Documents: Lumen Gentium No. 35 :

Reflection: PROPHETS IN THE CHURCH

As Oblates in the contemporary world, we are consciously called to be prophets
within the Church, spokesmen of the Spirit and visionaries of the historical moment,
witnessing by our lives to the birth of a new world. Acknowledging our personal sin-
fulness and our collective limitations, we are challenged to live, in the midst of the poor
and the powerless, a life of sharing and caring. We are to be a credible sign of the coming
of God’s reign among men.

Our mission is not an easy one. It demands a profound personal conversion: of heart,
of life-style and of missionary thrust. It is crystal clear from this first section of our
Constitutions that we are called as Oblates not simply to administer the sacraments to
those who seek them, nor to be ‘‘the bishop's men” in the purely passive sense of respon-
ding affirmatively to whatever requests the local ecclesiastical authorities make of us.

Our fundamental commitment is to participate in the “prophetic’” dimension of
Church: where the new world is being born among the poor, by the power of the Spirit
of the risen Lord. This is the Church that is willing to take risks by siding with the weak
and the wretched of the earth, in their dangerous search for freedom and for justice. This
is the Church that dares to trust in the promises of the Lord to march in the midst of his
faithful people in their daily struggle to create a new and more human society. This is the
Church that courageously questions the empty promises of this world’s rich and powerful,
by throwing in its lot with the least likely to succeed; the peasants, the urban workers, the
exploited and the oppressed. It is a Church concerned with having the voiceless speak
their word and participate in the decisions that will shape the future. It is a Church that
allows itself to be criticised and converted by the cries of those who suffer most, and
fulfills its mission by becoming the mouthpiece of the humble, such as Luke made Mary
in that beautiful hymn of praise, the Magnificat. (Lc. 1, 46-55)
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in this prophetic Church, our Oblate zeal is to be not only apostolic but also enligh-
tened. We are invited by reality to move beyond a vague and often moralizing form of
preaching, to create in ourselves and in others a critical consciousness of the root causes
of our social ills, We are challenged daily to denounce not only personal sins but also
those of institutions and the instruments of death, and to throw all our energies into the
building of a new society, one where life can thrive and flourish - “where all may have life
and have it more abundantly.” (John 10,10)

As Oblates we are called upon to sow the seeds of this new society; more equitable
and fraternal, by the quality of our lives and the consistency of our mission. Thus the
prophetic Church is much more than a “progressive’” Church. It is one which, by the gift
of the Spirit, is capable of penetrating to the core of reality and perceiving that effective
social change can only come about as a result of a prolonged and painful process of spiri-
tual renewal and social reorganization. (Jer. 22, 15-16) It is one that has already gotten a
glimpse of the new world intended by God, and concluded that its principal protagonists
are not the power elites of business or government, but the blind and the lame, the
powerless and the disinherited of the land. It is one which has encountered the living God
.in the sacrament of the poor. (cf. is. 65, 17-25). It is to the prophetic Church, the Church
of Peter, of John XXIII and of John Paul [l that our Constitutions commit us. With the
prophet Jeremiah we are tempted to cry out, “Ah, Lord God, | know not how to speak: | .
am too young.” But with the faith and confidence of the same prophet we hear Yahweh’s
reply, “Say not, | am too young. To whomever | send you, you shalf go: whatever |
command you, you shall speak. Have no fear before them, because [ am with you to deliver
you says the Lord.” (Jer. 1, 6-8)

Questions for Personal Reflection:

1. In the past months when and how have | heard and caused to be heard the clamor
of the voiceless?

2. What concrete steps can | take to clarify the idea of “prophetic”, as applied to my
community, whether local or district?

3. What is my restriction to priests, religious or laity who take a public stand on vital
human issues? Try to focus on one or two such persons: how did | react to them
internally and publicly? Did | feel threatended or challenged by their stand?

Exercises

1. Make a list of what you think were the prophetic responses of Blessed Eugene de
Mazenod to the world of his time. Make a list of the elements which you think are
barriers to “the new world born in his resurrection.” Determine some of the things
you could do to announce the liberating presence of Jesus in relation to these barriers.

2. Go meet with a person who is poor, marginalized or oppressed in your area of work
or in your community. Ask him to tell you how, where and why he feels himself
voiceless. Listen to the facts but also to the feelings he is expressing. Make a list of
the possible ways you could help him to be heard by those who have the power to
change his situation.
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Article 10 WITH MARY IMMACULATE

Mary tmmaculate is patroness of our Congregation. Open to the Spirit, she consecra-
ted herself totally as lowly hanmaid to the person and work of the Saviour. She received
Christ in order to share him with all the world, whose hope he is. In her we recognize the
model of the Churchs faith and of our own.

We shall always look on her as our mother. In the joys and sorrows of our missionary
life we feel close to her who is the Mother of Mercy. Wherever our ministry takes us, we
will strive to instill genuine devotion to the Immaculate Virgin who prefigures God’s final
victory over all evil.

Scripture for Prayer:

1. John 6, 44-46, 65 “.. .No one can come to me unless the Father. ..”
2. Ephesians 2, 8-10 “, . .salvation is yours through faith. . .”
3. Pnhilippians, 3, 7-11  *.. .for his sake | have forfeited everything. . .”
4. Luke 1, 26-38 “...Do not fear Mary. ., .”
5. Luke 1, 46-55 “,..my spirit finds joy in God my Saviour, ..”
6. John 20, 26, 29 “...Do not persist in your unbelief but believe”
7. Philippians 1, 27-30  “. . .exerting yourselves with one accord for the faith of the
Gospel. . .”
Church Documents: Lumen Gentium 62
Dei Verbum 5
Reflection:

MODEL OF OUR FAITH

Mary is presented to us as a model. True devotion to Mary is not limited to the
number and types of prayers we offer asking for her intercession nor to the different
public homages that we promote in her honor. If our devotion is to be authentic, it must
be realized by our efforts to imitate her in our life and mission. Together with the Church
we can see Mary as a model of our faith.

Mary’s faith was unbreakable, irrevocable and constant. 1t was a faith that adhered
to the Person of jesus, the Word of God. A faith that only asked one question of discer-
ment: “How can this be since | do not know man’ {Luke 1, 34). Once her faith accepted
that the answer came from God, “for nothing is impossible with God”’, she established the
theme and motto of her entire life, “‘Let it be done to me as you say”’. That was the
fundamental option, the fundamental“yes’ which became the foundation of her faith. It
was a “yes’”’ that tore from the depths of her being a thousand other “‘yeses’: ‘“‘yes” to this
angel at Nazaret “‘yes” to Bethlehem, “‘yes” to Egypt, “‘yes” to the sword that pierces her
heart, “‘yes” to the Son that leaves home, “yes” to the way of the cross, “yes’ to a closed
tomb.
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Hers is a faith that knows not what the future will bring but remains firm because
the PERSON is always there. A faith secure in insecurity, constant in the presence of
ambiguity. Mary could look at a crown of thorns and see a KING. She could contemplate
the torn dead body of her son and see her God. She could hear the stone siam close on
the entrance of the tomb and see the gates of liberation open for all of humanity. Neither
the tiny hands of a newborn infant playing with a piece of straw in the manger, nor the
nailed pierced hands of a man on a cross, could wipe out the memory of the words of
Gabriel, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you; hence the holy offspring to be born will be called Son of God.” (Luke 1, 35).

As Oblates, with Mary as our Mother and model, we are called to imitate this faith,
It is not just a belief in doctrines, but an adherence to a Person. Jesus doesn’t give much
explanation and long discourse to clarify what he means or what he asks. He just asks
that we believe in him. ‘Believe in Me"'. It is a total surrender, a total trust. As Yves
Raguin, S.]. says, “this doctrine of Christ’s is a life infleshed in daily life.” It has to
begin with an initial relationship with God who is revealed through }esus. The relation-
ship grows through the very actions and attitudes that express it. We come to know
beyond mere human knowledge “no mere man has revealed this to you, but my heavenly
Father.” (Matthew 16, 17).

This faith is the center, the motivating force, the basic integrating value of our life
as religious. Our life project is based on our faith in Jesus Christ. It is this faith in Jesus
that brings us as Oblates ‘‘together in apostolic communities to cooperate with the Saviour
and “imitating his example'. to ““commit ourselves principally to evangelizing the poor.”
(CC and RR, 1). A confidence in a call, knowing within us that it came from God, brought
us to our own ‘“Let it be done, . ."", that fundamental “yes”. The question for us is how
many of the thousand ‘‘yeses’” that should have followed have we changed to “no” or
“maybe’’ or “more or less” or “later’?

How much do we let our faith deepen by living that friendship with Jesus that he asks?
Has our faith reached enough security to always answer “‘yes’” as Mary did? Yes to total
surrender. Yes to openness to the times. Yes to commitment, to action. Yes to simplicity
of life and solidarity with the poor. Yes, to concrete actualized love for our brother
Oblates and all our brothers and sisters. Yes to forgiveness, to service, to listening, Yes,
to denouncing, yes to announcing. Yes to the cries that arise from the needs of humanity.
Yes to prayer. Yes to dying to myself so that | am grow for others - yes, yes, yes!

Yes to seek his presence in the hearts of the people and in the events of daily life
and in the on-going history of humanity of which he is the Lord.
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Questions for Reflection:

1. What place does Mary have in your Oblate life at this time?
When was the last time you preached on Mary? Do you promote the celebration
of Marian Feasts in your community, your ministerial setting?

2. What specific divotion to Our Lady do you have? The Rosary, a Novena, a special
feast day? Why is this of importance to you at this time?

3. How does reflection on Mary’s faith support you in times of ambiguity, doubt, fear-
fulness, tragedy?

Exercises:

I.  Recalling your attitude before vows or in your formation years, and comparing that
with your present experience as an Oblate, write a few paragraphs to articulate at
this time your own “fundamental option” to the call you answered to follow Christ
in faith.

Rule 1. Oblates are committed to missionary work as members of the
Congregation and of their respective Provinces. All members are to
participate in the planning and orientation of the apostolate for which,
however, Superiors bear final responsiblity.

Rule 2. Preaching missions at home and sending missionaries abroad
have been traditionally central to our apostolate. There is no ministry,
however, which is foreign to us, provided we never lose sight of the
Congregation’s primary purpose: to evangelize the most abandoned.
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Rule 3 OBLATE BROTHERS

Oblate Brothers share in the common priesthood of Christ. They are called to
cooperate in their own way in reconciling all things to him. (cf. Col. 1, 20). Through their
religious consecration they offer a particular witness to a life inspired by the Gospel.
Brothers have an important missionary role to play in building up the Church everywhere,
but especially in those areas where the Word is first being proclaimed. Through their
technical professional or pastoral service they are often able to exercise a fruitful minis-
try in situations not always open to the priest.

Scripture for Prayer:

1. 1})ohn1,1.7 “...what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you. . ."”
2. Phil. 2, 6-11 “. . .He humbled himself. . .God highly exalted him. . .”
3. Col.1,15-20 “. . .it pleased God to reconcile everything. . .
4, Luke 10, 17-24 “. . .what you have hidden from the learned, you have revealed
to the merest children. . ."”
1 Cor. 12, 4-11 ‘. . .there are different ministries but the same Lord, . .”
6. John 16, 515 ¢, . .he will announce to you what he will have from me. . ."”
| Pet. 3,15 “. . .should anyone ask you the reason for this hope of yours,

be ever ready to reply...”

Church Documents: Perfectae Caritatis: Nos. 1, 5,6, 8,15

Reflection: ONE IN CHARISM

Article One of our Constitutions and Rules speaks of us as “‘a clerical Congregation
of pontifical right”. This description is a canonical one: it, in no way, aims at lessening
the dignity, equality or strength of charism that our Oblates Brothers share with those who
are priests and deacons amohg us. The viewpoint of this reflection sees all of us as
experiencing the same call from Christ to leave all and follow Him. Together, we live out
in our time the charism we inherit from our Blessed Founder. As he saw it, “Christ as
Saviour, this is the aspect of our Divine Master that we must contemplate”.

Our Oblate Brothers are called to share fully in this mission of salvation. To enable
them to do so, they commit themselves as fully as those who are clerics to follow Jesus,
virginal, poor and obedient to the Father. Sharinga common charism, all Oblates, clerical
or lay, bind themselves to apostolic community as men set apart for the Gospel. (Rom. 1, 1)

















































































































































































































































































































































































